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PREFACE. 



I HAVE written this book to fill a vacuum in the 
history of our country — ^to preserve if possible the me- 
mory of the services of many distinguished men, the 
achievements of whom were apt in the general annals 
of the United States to be overlooked. Ever having 
thought that any individual who perfectly performed 
all the duties of his office was entitled to the highest 
commendation his country could confer on him> I 
have sought to do justice to a large class of our citi- 
zens with whom I have passed no small portion of my 
early manhood, because I believe, though the least pre- 
tending, they are among the most meritorious, and at 
the same time the most neglected of the community. 

A prominent feature of this book is a description of 
the separate arms of the line and corps of the staff, 
nothing similar to which has as yet been printed. 
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It was my design to write a complete mOitary his- 
tory of the nation, treatii^ the subject chronologically ; 
but I determined subsequently to adopt the form of an 
essay, with Uc^raphical sketches, beUeying that I could 
thus more fuUy express my own ideas. Besides, 
though -there be now in the line of the regular army 
no officer who fought either at New Orleans, the battle 
of the Thames, and many other battle-fields, the sepa- 
ration of the regular and permanent military estabhsh- 
ment feom the volunteer seryioe, made a natural divifiion 
of the whole subject, which was the iiist<^ of the 
nation's defence. In another book I have purposed a 
history oi the volunteers of the United States in the 
Indian disturbances previous to, durii^, and subsequent 
to the war Of 1812-15, which would connect many 
who have' sealed their devotion to their country with 
thdr blood in otilier contests, wkh those the details of 
whose services iiave scarcely yet grown fianiKar to the 
puUic ear. 

For this reasmi therefore it is tibat I have not 
touched on the c(Hiduct of tiiie vohnrteers in Florida or 
m Mexico, and have scarcely adverted to the extra 
regiments ^recently authorized by Congress^ An ac- 
count of them would have made the book too volumi- 
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PREFACE. IX 

nons, and made it difficult for me to preserve the 
dstmction between corps and armies which I have 
flonght to maintatn* 

The recent achierements of our army in jBront of the 
dty of Mexico have caused some interruption in my 
plan. The first volume had already been stereotyped, 
and the second nearly condlided, when the accounts 
of those battles were received. I have therefore 
been obliged in the sketch of Greneral Worth to treat 
of things which more properly had been contained in 
tne history of the brilliant career of the general-in- 



I think the illustrations of this book will attract 
much attention; they have all been made from 
midoubted authorities, the majority after daguerreo- 
types by Mr. Clarke (late Anthony Edwards & Co.), 
of New York, and Mr. Root, of Philadelphia. A few 
have been taken, from pencil sketches by distinguished 
artists and officers of the army. The collection is 
believed to be one of the most perfect yet presented to 
the public. The engravings have been made by 
Messrs. Croome and Brightly, and certainly will not 
detract from the high reputation they have acquired. 

I will add here, that the annals of our own army 
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show it to be second in efficiency to none in the world, 
and that I have wished to present it to my country- 
men in that point of view. In the glorious scenes I 
have soi^ht to describe I have had^o participation; 
and in the whole book have ¥nitten of others, not of 
myself. 

F.R. 
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BOOK I. 
ORGANIZATION. 



They had a •troog force of men at annee anil foote, with many brave kuightii. 

FRoieaAJLT. 
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CHAPTER I* 

Prejudice Against a Btanding army— Peacefal influence of the 
revolutionary army in the formation of the constitution — 
War with France— War with England — Florida war — Origin 
of present army. 

The founders of our country and authors of the 
organic la^ws of the land we tive in^ bequeathed to the 
people of the United States a prejudice against a military 
establishment, deep-seated and universal. The memory 
of the colonial regime^ uneffaced by the many years of 
subsequent prosperity, the recollection of that ^' step- 
mother's grasp," have kept this feeling vivid as when 
triumph first made a halo around the eagle of America. 
Let no (me, however, fancy that on this account ^^ the 
republic" is disposed to forget its soldiers. For the 
history oi the past shows conclusively, that those who 
in times of war and danger have stepped forward to 
defend her, have always recdived the highest honors in 
seasons of safety and peace. The profession of arms 
has always been looked upon as a high and honorable 
career, illustrated by the stem and more than Roman 
virtue of Washington, the philosophy of Hamilton and 
Marshall, the amenity of Monroe, and the chivalric 
daring of Jackson. When we look back at the long 
array of names that have added dignity both to the 
cuirass and toga^ we shall be satisfied that there is a 
deep sympathy in the American people with its soldiers, 
whom it honors as gallant men, because it is brave; as 
it placed at Washington's feet the insignia of command, 
because it was virtuous ; and esteemed Marshall one of 
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its bnghtest oraaments, because the great heart of the 
nation was pure. 

For a long series of years, when Europe bristled with 
bayonets, when the first object that arrested the atten- 
tion of the traveller in any other land was the sentinel, 
it was the proud boast of the United States that they, 
had no army and needed none. Strong in their posi- 
tion and natural advantages, while the world was 
convidsed with the fall of thrones and dynasties, and 
when every ship that crossed the ocean brought news 
of a battle lost and nation overthrown, they prospered 
in power and wealth. While France sought the unat- 
tainable, the subjection of Europe^ star after star was* 
added to the Union, and that princely domain which the 
French statesmen before the revolution had seen tont from 
the reahn of their king, passed peacefully but forever 
beneath the sway of those forlorn states whidi the un- 
fortunate Louis XY I. had so condescendmgly patronized. 
The world could not understand this paradox. Amazed 
at this peaceful conquest, statesmen foretold the coming 
of a day, when, at the breath of danger, the power of 
the new c(»ifederacy would pass away as rapidly as it 
had risen, and predicted enervation and impotence for 
that people which throve by what n!uned others, and 
had foimd beneath the shadow of the palm of peace that 
aggrandizement they sought amid the alarms of war. 

They were mistaken. When the FrenA emperor 
was, like Prometheus, doomed to his chain and rock at 
Elba, by the behest of that prince who assumed the 
baton of" grand marshal of Europe," the veterans of 
the Penin^ular campaigns landed on our shores, antici- 
pating an easy victory. They were met by a people 
warlike as the dragon's brood, and after a long war, 
retired bearing with them as their only trophies the 
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plunder of the ySlage of WaaUngloii, and the recoUeo* 
dons of Queenstown and Lundy's Lane, of Forts Erie 
and Stephfomonf of Baltimore and New Orleans. 

Soon aAer General Washington laid down his com* 
mand and nmde to his oom{Muuon8 in arms that fiirewell 
address* which terminated his connection with the 
participants in his glory, the army of the confede- 
racy was nearly all disbanded. The officers who had 
won the liberty of their country, and the admiration 
not only of the nation bat of the worM, separated, and 
the Spartan band was diffused through the territory of 
Thirteen Republics. They were lost amid the prime* 
val shiidows of their forests, and opened pathways 
through the unexplored wildernesses the prairies. When 
difficulties which might hare been foreseen arose, when 
the dd confedoacy found its many arms like those of 
Briareus, except that no trunk supported them, no cme 
nand (Greeted them; 

When the present was dark, and the future was spread 
Like a ehaplet of thorns round its slumberlefss head ; 

they remembered their Union under the guidance of 
thdr honored chief, and imparted to the people a desire 
for an imitation of that band. It cannot be doubted 
that to the influence of those bronzed and scarred war- 
riors the institution of the present government is to be 
attributed. All ties of kindred fade into insignificance 
compared with that which unites men who have ridden 
boot to boot, or, shoulder to shoulder, have resisted the 
charging squadron. The general upon whose head the 
snows of sixty New England winters had fallen, and 
the stalwart captain whose cheek was bronzed by the 
sun of Carolma and Virginia met as brothers; when 
statesmen convened tp discuss that civil pact, educated 
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and Yirtaous men recogmsed the right of those who had 
won that liberty to perpetuate which the eongress was 
assembled^ to utter first their opinions in rdlaticm to what 
was the ^^ captive of theiir bow and apear/' By virtue 
of this C(»idescension» honoraUe to the statonnan as the 
soldier, do we recognise the voices of Cokmeb Hamil* 
ton, and Marshall, and Monroe, Oenerala Lee and Sum- 
ner, in the deliberations of die convention wUch formed 
the American constitution. 

The Father of the first American liberty, was the 
first chief magistrate of the Union ; and the warring 
kings and populace of the old world respected the land 
made holy by his rule, as the petty tyrants and oKgardia 
of Greece honored the oracle at Delphi. The ambitious 
French republic, which hoped for all thin^, but feared 
and respected nothing else, did homage to the virtues 
which La Fayette and Rochambeau had worshipped, and 
at whose command thousands of the brave grenadiers 
of France had fought. These were too numerous to be 
heedlessly trampled on ; they had borne to every hamlet 
in France, the glory of that name which was becoine a 
watchword of humanity. French ambition, which had 
planted the republican eagle over the throne of the suc- 
cessor of St. Peter, shrunk from the idea of arraying it 
against the flag of the nation over the destinies of which 
Washington presided. 

The first consul was wise. A people true to them- 
selves cannot be conquered ; and had Bonaparte arrayed 
himself against the republic, though then in but the 
infancy of its strength, the records of his career might 
have been far more brief than history now presents them. 

The elder Adams succeeded Washington. The grad- 
ual encroachments of the French government (Grod for- 
give it for assuming the style and title of republic !) con- 
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Terted into enemies a nation of friends. The Oxford 
amy was raised widiout difficulty or even effort. The 
old soldiers of the revolutionary war came from their 
quiet hmnes, and with them, not unfrequently, a group 
of boys who had knbibed from those they most loved a 
patriotic fervor, anidous to raise once more the old war- 
cry, and sifig the old songs of independence. 

That army never tock the field, but with Wa^iington 
at its head, with Wayne, Lee, and Knox as Ins subordi- 
nates, it must have trinmphed. 

The war with France was essentially a war of paper, 
with the extseption of the two brilliant naval victories 
won by that oHher and honored arm of the nation's 
defence. They were the connecting Hnk between the 
victories of Paul Jones and the glory wmi before Tri- 
pdii, and not the least of &at series of triumphs which 
have made the marme of the United States so great a 
favorite. 

The Oxford army was disbanded, and the men and 
officers who composed it were again lost in the bosom 
of the people. When, as has already been said, the 
British titx)p6 invaded America, they were beaten back 
by the army raised subsequent to 1808, and the Ameri- 
can flag was borne into Canada farther than the cross 
of St. George fato the United States. When peace 
was secured, the mass of the army was again disbanded ; 
and, following the example of the men of the revolu- 
tion, returned to the homes whence they came to per- 
l)etuate the memory of its services, and to revive, when 
any emei^gency arrived, the spirit of their countrymen, 
and direct their energies to the sphere where they 
might be needed, fat the defence of thie soiL 

Peace came with the year 1815, and the army was 
partially disbanded. In 1821 a yet greater reduction 
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was made, which left the defence of a nation, the terri- 
tory of which reached from the Madawasca to the 
mouth of the Sabine, along the shores of the Atlantic 
and the Mexican sea, and along the great lakes to the 
Pacific, to four regiments of artillery and seven of foot, 
with a proportionate staff. To command all of this 
were retained but four ofiSoers above the grade of colo- 
nel* It will be seen that this army contained neither 
horse, light artillery, or riflemen, tluree corps which in 
all the previous history of the nation had been more 
conspicuous than the others only because the nature 
of the country had afforded them greater opportunities, 
but which were absolutely necessary to the perfect 
organization of even the skeleton of an army. 

Of this force, Major-Greneral Brown was the chief, 
with Generals Winfield Scott and Edmund Pendleton 
Gaines as brigadier-generals. It is not too much to 
say that three braver or worthier soldiers never drew 
their swords, or merited more the applause and appro- 
bation they have received from their countrymen. 

A long period of peace ensued, only interrupted by 
the occasional forays of the Indians on the frontier, 
until the war with the Seminoles and Mickasukies in 
Florida occurred. The events of this harassing contest 
made it obvious that an increase of the army was abso- 
lutely necessary. At this point the history of the pre- 
sent army commences. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Strength of the army at the commencement of Florida war- 
Increase — Line and staff— Series of reports and official com- 
mnnication — Organization of regiments and companies — 
Adjutant-general^B department. 

When the Florida war broke out in 1834, the 
army of the United States consisted of the staff, one 
regiment of dragoons, four of artillery, and seven of in- 
fantry, commanded by a major-general and two briga- 
diers. The staff was composed of many branches, each 
of which to the civilian may need some explanation. ^ 

Since then the number of regiments of the army of 
the United States has received but little permanent in- 
crease, but one regiment of dragoons, one of infantry, 
and one of mounted riflemen having been added to it. 
The staff, however, has been quadrupled* 

All officers of both line and staff hold their commis- 
sion from the president, by and with the advice of the 
senate, which is in every case consulted before the com- 
mission issues, except in the instance of cadets of the 
military academy whom the president is authorized to 
appoint second-lieutenants by brevety if there be no 
vacancies in the grade of second-lieutenant. This brevet, 
however, it will be seen hereafter is Jiot a commission. 

The staff and line of the army are distinct, yet 
united. The former have high functions and important 
duties which contribute to the well-being of the whole, 
but have no command. The latter are distinctly offi- 
cers who belong to corps. A more plausible distinction 
would be to call the officers of the army, officers of 
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corps and of regiments ; they are not, however, thus dis- 
tinguished. Officers of the line owe to each other a re- 
gular accountability, the colonel being responsible to the 
general, the lieutenant-colonel to the colonel, and the ma* 
jor to his colonel. Here the direct system ceases, the cap- 
tain reporting to his colonef through the adjutant, and the 
subalterns, or two grades of lieutenants receiving their 
orders directly from the captain of their troop, battery, 
or company. Each regiment is an integer, the staff 
officers of which are accountable to their colonel alone, 
who makes his reports to the general of his brigade, 
through its peculiar staff. ^ The brigadier in a similar 
manner reports to the general-in-chief through the adju- 
tant-general of the army. 

Every regiment is a miniature army. It has all the 
constituents of the largest body of troops ; its colonel, a 
commander of the right and left wings, its adjutant^ 
who is to the colonel what the adjutant-general is to the 
chief of the whole army. Its quartermaster, commis- 
sary, and a surgeon attached to it, form the department 
of the surgeon-general. It is calculated to act alone, 
or to be fused into brigades and divisions. In a word, 
a raiment is a unit of which larger bodies are composed, 
and battalions, grand divisions, and companies the frac^ 
tions. 

Each regiment should consbt of two battalions, each 
battalion of two grand divisions, and each grand division 
of two companies. The divisions may be carried yet 
farther, each company (of infantry) being composed of 
two platoons, each platoon of two sections. The tactics 
of the American army contemplate three ranks, but in 
point of fact there are but two ; so that the company of 
infantry in the field may be thus described : two men 
make a file ; four men two files ; eight men a half section. 
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eommanded by & oorporal ; sixteen a section^ tiie proper 
chief of which is a sergeaat; thirty^two a pktoon, 
oonmuinded by a sabaltem officer, and the company 
sixty'^four, at the head of which is the captain, called in 
the Grerman, Pruasian, and, it is beliered, Ruaaian aer- 
vice, Ritt-master. It is true companies aometimes con- 
siat oi larger numbera, but sickneas, guard duty, pri- 
soners, and the police, rarely permit any captain to 
command more than aixty-four men. The author, as 
commander of a troop of dragoons, has borne on his 
muster-roll but thirty-two rank and file^ while his was 
the strongest of four troops commanded by a lieutenant- 
eohmel. 

By the term rank and file are meant enlisted men> 
from the fact that conmiiasioned officers, when the comr 
pany moves to the right or left, march with the captam 
on ^e left or right of die front rank, and subalterns on 
the reverse side of the rear rank* A commissioned 
officer, except the captain or officer acting as such, can 
never be placed in the rank or line of the enlisted men.. 

Each company of infimtry or foot addiera — and all 
other arms are assimilated to thia—Kxmaista of one cap- 
tain, one first and one aecond lieutenant, four aergeants, 
four corpcffals, and a number of privates which should 
never be leas than fifty, even in times of profound peace.*^ 

The captain is the head of a company. He has 
charge of its records, of the muster-rolls, made out at 
the expiration of every other month of the year, begin- 
ning with the 2Sih or S9th of Felx'uary ; of the register 
c( the enlistments, and consequent expiraticm of service 
of every non-commissioned officer and private of his com- 
pany. Hie in the American army is Uie custodian of the 

* In a company of artillery there are two of each of the grades 
of subalterns. 
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anns and apparel of the troop, and of a large amount 
of property intended to replace' them on the occurrence 
of many contingendes. He is the chief of his' men, 
bound to counsel and advise them, and, in many instances 
which unfortunately will occur, practicaUy bound to 
protect their rights witfi*his own sword. An officer 
who while in command of his company would see his 
men oppressed by either senior or junior, is altogether 
unworthy of his ocmunission, and in the American army 
could not hold Ins rank one week. 

To assist him in the dischai^ of these many and 
laborious functions, he has subalterns of the two grades. 
Each of these are chiefs of platoons, technically, though 
it is believed that the theory of platoon officers is by no 
means eliminated by practice. Such at least was not 
the case but a few years since. Eadi platoon being sub- 
divided into sections, a sergeant should command one 
of the latter, whose command, again divided, would 
require a corporal for each subdivision. Many of these, 
however, are simply theoretical ; and rarely, iif ever, are 
the gradations of command carried lower than that ot 
captain, to whom every member of the company is di- 
rectly and immediately responsible. 

It must, however, be remembered that the soldier is 
as rigidly bound to obey the orders of the non^commis^ 
sioned officer as of the major-general. The universal 
rule admitted in the service is, that the last order must 
be obeyed. If a general should give a private an order 
at meridian, any corporal might give a contraiy order 
five minutes afterwards (being responsible for the same), 
which the private would be bound to obey. Even tmder 
these circumstances, disobedience of the corporal's order 
would be a military ofience punishable by sentence of a 
court-martial. 
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Be^des the colonel, there are three other officers, a 
lieutenuit-colonel and two majors, called field-officers. 
Were all the officers of a r^ment present, and all the 
companies united, the lieutenant-colonel would command 
the right wing or rig^t half, and the major the left wing 
or left half of a negiment. Such, however, is rardy the 
case, the ccdonel commandii^ his whole regiment di- 
rectly, and the field-(^cers junior to the colonel occu- 
pying to him the same position relatively which the 
subalterns of a company do to the captain. 

In the army of the United States, the adjutant is a 
Ueutenant, either temporarily or permanently separated 
from his company, according to the arm or corps, — an 
aid or means of communication between the command- 
bg officer and the regiment. The quartermaster, com- 
missary, surgeons, &c., are officers detached from their 
several staffi, and assigned to duty with the regiment. 
They occasionally have rank in the regiments with which 
they serve, and also a hi^er rank of a peculiar kind, 
called brevet rank ; of which, more anon. 

Usually on duty at every garrison is an ordnance ser- 
geant, a veteran and tried soldier, promoted after long 
service in the line, to a sergeantcy in the staff. This 
grade is well paid, treated with much consideration, and 
as a body is worthy of the position it occupies. 

In addition to the enlisted men of the companies of 
every regiment are the non-commissioned staff, com- ' 
posed of the sergeant-major or sub-adjutant, the quar- 
termaster aei^eant, and the principal muMcian. The first 
two are enlisted men promoted for good conduct from the 
first sergeants of companies, and though not promoted 
of right to commissions, have not unfrequently at the 
instance of their colonels received that compliment. 
The first sergeant of every company has direct inter- 
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course with the men which compose it, and is the 
medium of communication of all orders between the 
adjutant and colonel and all the members of his com- 
peny, whether comnussionad or enlisted. Such is the line 
of the army, at present consisting of two regiments of 
dragoons, one of mounted riflemen, four of artillery, and 
eight of infantry, permanent, and not to be disbanded ex- 
cept by an act of congress. During the session of the 
congress of 1846-47, ten ad(fitioiiai' regiments were 
authorized, having rank and command, but not promo- 
tion with the veteran regiments. Of these one was ^ 
equipped as dragoons, one as foot riflemen and Tolti- 
geurs, and the other eight as infantry. 

The staff consists of the adjutant-general's depart- 
ment; the inspector-general's; the quartermaster's; 
the commissary-general's; the surgeon-general's; the 
engineers ; the topographical engineers ; ordnance ; pay 
department, and the purchasing department, the func- 
tions of each of which are as distinct as possible, yet 
defined by the customs rf the service far more than by 
positive law or order. 

The duties of the adjutant-general are of the most 
important character. It is the medium of communica- 
tion between the conraiander-in-chief and general-m- 
chief, and ofiicers of all grades. No order affecting 
the discipline of the whole army is valid, unless signed 
by the adjutant-general, or, in case of his absence from 
duty, by some officer authorized to act ad interim. 

To his office are made returns of the. numerical 
force of every detachment of the whole army. Of the 
presence and absence of officers, of their health, posi- 
tion, and the hundred minute circumstances which are 
compressed in the sphere of no other department. He 
is the direct redpient of all reports from commanding 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ADJUTANT-6£N£RAt. 33 

officers, and his office is the ultimate receptacle of every 
documeat of a general nature emanating from the 
whole army. To him all official despatches, reports of 
marches, reconnoissances, records of court martials, &c., 
are sent, so that it is by far more easy to define >vhat is 
not than what is his duty. 

The adjutant-general has the direction of the recruit- 
ing service, a duty become onerous indeed, now that 
tlie regular term of enlistment is suffered to be varied 
firom by persons willing to serve only through the war. 
Originally the term of enlistment was for five years, but 
subsequently was reduced to three. In 1838 the law 
again restored the old term of five years. 

At the head of this department is an officer holding 
the rank of colonel of cavalry, subordinate to whom are 
several juniors with the rank of major of the same arm. 
There are also many other members of this branch of 
the fitaff, who have the brevet rank of captain, retaining 
commissions as subalterns of regiments. As this is the 
first occasion we have had to refer to the question of 
brevet rank, it may be well to explain what it is and 
what is its effect. 
Vol, I. 3 
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Brevet rank — ^Its origin — Effect in the English service^— Dia- 
piite about it. 

Brevet Rank is an imitation of a species of military 
rank which exists in the British army, and there owes its 
existence to the exertion of the* sovereign authority. 
When the source of all honor, the king, pleases to pro- 
mote any officer, though there be no vacancy or oppor- 
tunity to make one, into which the object of favor can be 
advanced, the monarch has but to issue his fiat^ and the 
officer is promoted. Consequently there may exist in 
that service a regiment with ten companies, but with 
eleven or more officers of any one grade. Any officer 
thus promoted is said to be brevetedy a phrase derived 
through the French from the Latin word brevisy signi- 
fying short. 

In the British service the breveted officer has all the 
privileges of those who have been promoted in the regu- 
lar way, commanding and taking precedence according 
to his brevet on all occasions. It is, however, held 
that a brevet officer cannot sell out this royal favor, but 
if anxious to leave the service, must content himself with 
disposing of the commission he held in the line of his regi- 
ment, according to its proper organization. The reason 
of this is obvious. Brevets are rarely conferred in Eng- 
land, and only on occasion of great events and natiorial 
rejoicings, when the oldest and most faithful officers are 
thus honored. To reward them the government vio- 
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lates the rules it has laid down to define the organic* 
zation of its military forces, but does not permit the 
temporary evil to be perpetuated, as it would were the 
brevets transferable* There is no limit to the number 
of brevets thus conferred, which are in fact commissions. 

In the army of the United States the case is different. 
The president here is the mere executive, and not the 
fountain of honor, which exists only m the will of the 
people as declared by positive law. The president 
cannot issue a commission to any officer, except to fill a 
vacancy in a regiment or company already organized. 
For instance, if there were fifty regiments or corps of 
the line in service, there would be fifty colonels, and 
though a man should be found with the valor of Ney 
and the military skill of Turenne, he could not be pro- 
moted without a gross and great assumption of power 
by the president. 

Were the government disposed to reward him, it 
could only do so by the means of a brevet. For this 
there is in the law of the country no authority except 
that clause of the rules and articles of war which says, 
that a brevet shall not hereafter be conferred without 
the advice and consent of the senate. The first brevet 
conferred in the army of the United States, was on the 
present Major^General Taylor, during the war of 1812, 
for his gallant defence of Fort Harrison. He, then a 
captain, received the brevet of major, and from this well- 
earned rank was drawn a precedent which has been pro- 
ductive of more trouble than any other one event which 
has occurred in the army.* 

Before the war was over, many brevets had been con- 

• Brevets were previously conferred in the revolutionary army, 
but by the exclusive authority of General Washington. 
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ferred, — in every instance, it is believed, on gallant and 
nieritorious men. The army was then a young one; 
there was but little knowledge of the theory of military 
rank, and its members were satisfied when they learned 
that a brevet commission conferred the right to com- 
mand in Europe, that it should do so here. They did 
not analyze the origin of that power of which they were 
the representatives ; nor did they appreciate the differ- 
ence between an officer who held his commission by 
virtue of an exercise of royal will and themselves, who 
existed in consequence and by authority of law. 

When, however, matured by service, they had begun 
to understand their position, captains doubted the right 
of their juniors in the line to command them by virtue 
of a brevet. The old colonel, who had served long, 
naturally hesitated in yielding obedience to his lieutenant- 
colonel, who had by the chances of war become a briga- 
dier-general by brevet. 

The dispute was long and angry, and finally the rules 
and articles of war were revised, without, however, set- 
tling anything except that on boards, courts of inquiry, 
and courts martial, brevet rank took effect; in which 
the whole army at once acquiesced. A clause which 
said something about brev^ rank taking effect when 
troops of two corps met, was not so easily understood, 
and, as the case might be, was sometimes interpreted in 
one manner, sometimes in another. 

An anecdote which tells the story of a dispute which 
occurred at a post on one of the northern lakes, will 
illustrate the difficulties which originated in consequence 
of this abnormal rank. 

At the post referred to, was a battalion of infantry, 
composed of four companies, commanded of course by 
the highest officer in commission, on duty, who chanced 
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to be a captain. One of the junior captains, however, 
happened to have received for gallantry and good con- 
duct on many occasions, during the war, the brevet of 
major. The captain in command was also an officer of 
reputation, second in merit to none in the army. His 
subsequent career has fully sustained the promise of his 
youth and almost boyhood. It is remarkable, also, 
that the two officers referred to are essentially the Bay- 
ards of the service, and occupy in the roll of the arm) 
now, almost the same relative position they then held 
to each other. A court-martial was ordered to convene 
at the post. As has been before stated, it had been set- 
tled already, that on duty of this kind, brevet rank took 
eSect. It may be asked what reason is there that it should 
be observed on one species of duty, if not on all ? The 
brevet major, however, presided at the court, with his 
commanding officer below him, as the next member. 
The question was a novel one, and the major, in the course 
of familiar conversation, probably at the garrison mess, 
expressed some doubts as to whether, during the session 
of the court, he should obey the orders of his command- 
ing officer. In every garrison, as in every other colerie^ 
there is always some ill-natured person, anxious to make 
mischief; and this familiar chit-chat was at onoe reported 
to the person whom it most concerned. The command- 
ing officer was a soldier essentially, who would not listen 
to any coquetting about rank or its privileges, and at 
once despatched an order to his junior, which it was 
necessary at once for him to obey, or assume an attitude 
which, if he were not sustained in it, placed him in the 
position of mutiny. It need not be said that he did not 
hesitate, but obeyed the order. A subseqent reference 
to the matter, led to personal conflict and long subse- 
quent apparent hostility. This mask is now thrown 
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aside; they are said to be firm fiiends, and all who 
know 'them, must be aware that two such brave and 
gallant gentlemen must love each other. 

According to the interpretation of this brevet rank, a 
captain might march at the head of his company, with 
his subalterns in their places. If one of these officers 
chanced to have a'brevet of captain older than his su- 
perior's commission, and the command were joined, or 
in the words of the regulations, « chanced to meet" a 
detachment of another regiment, the captain would be 
commanded by a member of his own company. So with 
a regiment or any other body of troops. It once occurred 
in Florida, previous to the war, that the gallant Gen. D. 
L. Clinch, while colonel of the regiment in garrison there, 
found that his lieutenant-colonel, Brooke, held a brevet 
of brigadier-general, which, if the iniquitous system were 
carried Qut, would, in case one company of militia had 
been mustered into service, have placed him in command 
of the territory. Two admirable officers and accomplished 
men were thus arrayed in an antagonism which must 
have led to difficulty, had not their strong good sense 
and mutual respect prevented it. 

A more recent conflict will be remembered by all, 
which caused the gallant Worth to resign his commission, 
and thereby lose all participation in the battles of Palo 
Alto and La Resaca. The president of the United 
States then decided that brevet rank was invalid against 
a positive commission, which settled the matter during 
the present administration and war. It is, however, 
sure, that with a new president, the old res vexata will 
be again revived, and, in consequence of the many bre« 
vets made in the course of- the Mexican war, will be 
discussed with as much acrimony as ever. 
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Inspectors-general — ^Their duty and rank — Ac^ipg inspectors- 
general — ^Brigade inspectors — Division inspectors — ^Medical 
Btaflf — ^Its grades — Duties — Peculiarity of appointment. 

The next branch of the staflf in dignity, and the only 
other one whose functions are purely military, is that 
of the Inspectors-General. This is the smallest of all 
the departments of the service, being composed of but 
two officers, each of whom has the rank of colonel of 
cavalry. » 

It is their duty to make frequent visits to the various 
military posts and corps d^armeey to make inspections 
of the personnel and materiel of the army, to report oh 
the condition and efficiency of the other staff corps, and 
to inquire into the discipline and drill of the forces. 
They may report on anything — the character, moral and 
physical, of officers, nature of defences, health of posts, 
and the countless minutiae which make up the sum of 
the service. Their reports being the result of individ- 
nal examination, are of course only valuable as such, in 
proportion to the estimate placed on the character and 
standing of the inspectors-general. 

These officerts are attached to the person of the gen- 
eral-in-chief, and there is little doubt that, in theory y 
the senior inspector-general is the chief of the staff of 
the army, though seniority of date of other colonels, 
and the high commission of the quartermaster-general, 
would frequently postpone their precedence* to other 
«taff-officers. 
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The inspectors-general are, however, rarely in the 
field permanenilyy belonging to the whole army, not 
to any corps d^armeey and being required so frequently 
to attend to duties in such widely difTerent parts of the 
country. In their absence it is usual to detail or detach 
temporarily, »me field-officer to discharge their duties 
to a particular army. The officer so detailed is almost 
always made chief of staff; such at least has been the 
case with the acting inspectors-general of each of the 
four armies sent under Generals Scott, Taylor, Wool, 
and Kearney, to Mexico and California. 

This system of inspection formerly existed in detail 
in the whole service, brigade-majors and inspectors, and 
division inspectors, occupying to their brigades and divi- 
sions a similar position to that of the inspectors-general 
and officers acting as such to the army, and its great de- 
tachments. From the circumstance, however, that the 
military forces of the United States have for many years 
been much separated, and that a whole raiment has 
rarely been united for any long time, these officers be- 
came useless and for many years have been discontinued. 
In the interim the duty of inspection has been confided 
to the inspectors-general of the whole army, and the 
generals and other officers commanding military depart- 
ments and territorial divisions. 

Next in dignity is the medical staff, consisting of but 
three grades: the Surgeon-General, Surgeons, and 
Assistant Surgeons; the latter of whom replaced the 
old surgeon's mates who existed during the revolution- 
ary war and the war of 1812, when this important arm 
of the public service was modelled in imitation of that 
of the navy. 

No one of the departments of the staff of the army 
has more important or more arduous duties to perform 
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than this ; and no one who has ever served, will recol- 
lect the medical stafi* but with feelings of the utmost 
kindness. It need not be said that this staff has exclu- 
sive charge of the sick and hospitals, of medical sup- 
plies, &c. It is also called on to watch over the condi- 
tion of the subsistence of the army, to see that the 
commissariat issue rations of good quality, and that 
when they pass to the kitchens of the troops, they be 
properly prepared. It should be consulted in the loca- 
tion of all military posts, and suggestions from it, in re- 
lation to the police of camps and garrisons, should be 
punctually attended to. The condition of public wells, 
the opening and closing of streams and water-courses, 
it should not neglect. The two most rigid disciplinari- 
ans, perhaps, in the army, always kept up a direct and 
cordial intercourse with the surgeons of their commands ; 
and it is not unlikely to this circumstance much of the 
great efficiency of them is to be attributed. No one 
commander has ever suffered himself to be estranged 
from his surgeon without inflicting a great injury on the 
public service. 

The quota of medical officers to a full regiment is a 
surgeon and two assistants. When a regiment is sub- 
divided and stationed at different posts, there should be 
at least one to every detachment, and, if possible, two ; 
for doctors, like other men, are liable to all the maladies 
which flesh is heir to. 

Connected with the medical army, are a small num- 
ber of enlisted men who have rank as sergeants, and 
are called hospital stewards. These are in fact apothe- 
caries, — have immediate charge of hospitals and of the 
execution of the surgeon's orders within the hospital, of 
which he not only has charge in a medical point of 
view, but is the military chief, in as absolute a sense aj* 
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a captain is of the quarters of his company. The many 
other attendants needed in the hospital are supplied 
either by detail, as all other of the exigencies of service 
are, or are men assigned to the duty for thek peculiar 
fitness, at the request of the medical officer or officers. 

In point of talent and efficiency, both as surgeons 
and military men, the medical staff of the army is second 
to none in the world ; and has not only contributed to 
the comfort of the establishment to which it is attached, 
but also to the cause of humanity, by its general devo- 
tion to science. 

The surgeon-general, surgeons, and assistant surgeons 
of course have no command, but an assimilated rank 
has been assigned them, as follows : The surgeon-general 
has precedence, according to date, with colonels of 
cavalry, the surgeon with majors, assistant surgeons iwho 
have served more than fiye years, with captains, and all 
others with first lieutenants of cavalry. The pay and 
rations of these officers are graduated according to their 
length of service, surgeons after ten years receiving 
increased allowances, and assistant surgeons after five. 

This staff is liable to no duty but what is strictly its 
object, with the exception that its members are fre« 
quently placed on boards of survey, commissipns, &c., 
where medical principles are required to enter into the 
circumstances of the affair in question. 

As has been said, all officers hold their commissions 
from the president, « by and with the advice and consent 
of the senate.'' The executive may make a general of 
the veriest poltroon, but somethmg more is required for 
a surgeon. Before a young man can receive the com- 
mission of assistant surgeon, he must pass an examina- 
tion by a board of old surgeons, who, actuated by esprit 
de corpSj so rigidly scrutinize his pretensions, that, to 
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their honor be it said, it is belieyed, since the passage 
of the law requiring this test, not one incapable member 
has entered the stafil 

To this regulation a retrospective effect has been 
given, by requiring. all assistant surgeons, before their 
promotion to be surgeons, to pass yet another examina- 
tion. This latter scrutiny has forced from the service 
the few incompetent men who previously had, by means 
of political influence, without being prepared, obtained 
commissions in the medical staff This regulation was 
established during the administration of John Quincy 
Adams, and has been a lasting benefit, not only to the 
medical staff, but to the whole army, inasmuch as it has 
saved thousands of brave men from the knives and nos- 
trums of professional bunglers. It is sometimes regret- 
ted that all the officers of the army are not similarly 
examined, especially as commissions now are not re- 
stricted by rule or practice to cadets of the military 
academy. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Pay department — Its officers — ^Manner of payment of enlisted 
men — Of officers — Pay of a major-general — Of all other 
grades of men, &c. 

The Pay Department of the army may be appropri- 
ately referred to next. It consists of a colonel who is 
the Paymaster-General, and a number of Paymasters who 
have no command, but rank and precedence as majors. 
They are strictly officers of the bureau — men of papers — 
yet among them are found some of the best soldiers in 
the army. The functions and duties of this branch of 
the staff will probably be best understood by the non- 
professional from a description of a payment. 

On the 28th or 29th of February, and on the last 
day of every alternate month, the men and officers of 
every regiment and detachment of the army are paraded 
for muster and inspection. They appear in full uniform, 
with knapsacks or valises, and all their trappings. 
The regiment, squadron, or battalion having passed in 
review^, is wheeled into open coliunn, and the colonel or 
mustering officer, whoever he be, after examining the 
field and staff, advances to the front of the company at 
its head. The commander of the company then opens 
bis roll, previously prepared, and beginning with the 
name of the person next in rank to himself, calls slowly 
and distinctly every name it contains. Each officer 
answers to his name, dropping, as he replies, the point 
of his sword, and the enlisted men, if of horse, sheathing 
their sabres, and if of foot bringing their muskets or 
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rifles to the order. Each company is then similarly 
• gone through, and those men who from sickness or 
other reason were unable to attend, he visits personally, 
either at the hospital or elsewhere. His duty requires 
him to see every man at his post, and the absentees are 
reported, on detached service, absent without leave, &c. 

Fait copies of this roll are then made, one of which 
is retained in the office of the adjutant, the bureau of 
the regiment, and the other sent to the head-quarters of 
the army, after having been carefully examined and 
certified by the commandant of the company and the 
mustering officer. 

When the paymaster arrives at the post with his 
clerks, he computes the pay due every enlisted man 
according to this roll, on which are recorded the monthly 
pay and all stoppages by sentence of court martial from 
broken equipments, extra issues of clothing, &c., and 
setting down the amount in a separate column, noti- 
fies the commanding officer when he is ready to pay the 
troops of his camp or garrison. 

The men are then marched to the spot where the 
payment is to be made. There they find their captain, 
and usually the other officers of their company or troop. 
With them is also an individual known as the Sutler, 
to whom, as his name has not occurred before, a para- 
graph may appropriately be devoted. 

The great majority of the military posts of the United 
States are in lonely places, beyond the pale of civiliza- 
tion, where the thousand luxuries of life would be unat- 
tainable, unless it were made the duty of some one to 
minister to the comforts of life by providing them. Even 
when stationed in large cities, the soldier would be 
unable to obtain what he requires, being paid only at 
long intervals of time, unless some peculiar arrangement 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



46 ORGAKIZATION OF THE ARMY. 

in his behalf were made. It is therefore the custom of the 
service to issue to some suitable person the appointment 
of sutler. Thi^ is a mere privilege, ^without rank, pay, 
or emolument, other than that derived from the profits 
of his business. It is the duty of the sutler to keep on 
hand all goods required by soldiers, and, on frontier 
posts, such miscellaneous articles as be may be asked 
for. 

The sutler is therefore a tradesman, following the 
camp, and there is always one attached to every regi- 
ment. Not unfrequently the number is increased, so 
that there shall be one to every two or more companies 
or troops. The sutlers are the only persons permitted 
to sell to the men of the bodies of troops to which they 
are respectively attached. 

This is a monopoly, and, without care, would ex- 
pose the sutler to great temptation and the men to much 
extortion, there being ao competition to keep his prices 
within bounds. To check this, the following course is 
adopted : When an invoice of goods is received at any 
post, the commanding officer orders the three officers 
next in rank to himself to convene as a council of admi- 
nistration, examine the articles smd affix to each a rea- 
sonable price. Even with this check, the sutler realizes 
large profits, and more than one fortune has been fire- 
quently amassed within a very short time. The appoint- 
ment is frequently conferred on disbanded officers of the 
old army, and (certainly in one instance) on the widows 
of officers who have died without leaving an adequate 
provision for them. Sutlers are fi-equently complained 
of as exorbitant and unreasonable in their charges ; but 
it is the opinion of a majority of those who have served, 
that they are << more sinned against than sinning. "^ 

To resume the subject of the paymaster's duties. The 
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paymaater having seated himself at the head of the table, 
the commander of the troop or squadron places himself 
on his right, while the sutler, with his books, occupies 
the left hand. The men are then called in, according 
to their rank, if non-commissioned officers, and alpha- 
betically, if privates. The amount of pay due each is 
stated by the captain from one roll, compared with the 
calculations of the paymaster from the other. By the 
regulations of the army, the suder is prohibited from 
credi||pg any man beyond the half of his monthly pay, 
or, if he does so, it is at his own risk. The sutler's 
bill, if within these limits, is paid, and the rest of the 
money is handed over to the soldier, who forthwith 
signs a receipt in full to the United States, up to the 
date of the roll on which he is paid. 

In this sketch of payment, no mention is made of 
commisaoned officers, who draw their pay on accounts 
made out by themselves, and certified to on honor. The 
monthly pay of the army is as follows : 

A major-general commanding in chief receives as pay 
two hundred dollars per month. This is manifestly insuffi- 
cient for an officer who has so many and so great expenses ; 
but it is by no means the sum of this officer's emolumeifts. 
The government is bound to supply sustenance to every 
one in its employment ; and in the military service of 
Europe, this was long done technically in kind. In 
other words, a quantum of food was issued to every 
member of the military establishment. To enlisted men, 
this is yet done. After a time, however, officers ceased 
to draw this provision, but received its value en lieu. 
At length, extra rations w€re issued, increasing in num- 
ber as the officer rose in rank ; until now, in the Ameri- 
can army, a major-general is entitled to receive fifteen 
rations, or the subsistence of fifteen men per day. By 
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statute, these rations are commuted at twenty cents 
each ; making an increase, in the substantial pay of the 
oflScer, of three dollars per day, or ninety dollars per 
month of thirty days. 

A general officer is required of course to be mounted ; 
and as he should be prepared for every exigency of ser- 
vice, more than one horse is required to enable him to 
attend to his duty. The law allows him to draw forage for 
seven, at eight dollars per month, each ; making a farther 
increase of fifty-six dollars per month. The gener^}, if he 
please, may draw this forage in kind from the quartermas- 
ter, either for a part or the whole of his cattle ; in which 
case, he is not entitled to the commutation. This cau 
scarcely be considered an emolument, as no officer can 
draw forage for horses, unless he certify that he has actu^ 
ally had them m service. 

A major-general is entitled to four servants, for whcHn 
he is entitled to draw seven dollars each per month ; one 
ration, worth six dollars; and two dollars and fifty cents, 
the value of a soldier's clothing ; in all fifteen dollars and 
fifty cents. 

The pay and emoluments of a major-general are, 
tfierefore, per month of thirty days : 

Pay proper, - - - - . - $ 200 per month. 

Subsistence, - - - - - - 90 « «< 

Forage, 56 « « 

Servants' hire, 28 « « 

" subsistence, - - - - 24 « « 

« clothing, &c., - - - 10 « " 

Total, - .• - - ^ - $408 . 
There are some other emoluments also, among which 
are fuel, stationery, and when on duty without troops a 
commutation for quarters, which generally is large and 
liberal. 
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Under certain circumstances the subsistence of the 
major-general (not that of his servants) is doubled, 
making his monthly pay and emoluments worth four 
hundred and sixty-six dollars. 

This system pervades the whole army, every com- 
missioned officer, with but two exceptions, receiving his 
pay and emoluments in this form. The object of the 
adoption of this complex method, is probably the sim- 
plification of the accounts of the various departments 
of the army, which, from the annual appropriation, 
receive one sum for subsistence, another for pay, forage, 
and other wants and necessaries. 

A brigadier-general receives per month one hun- 
dred and four dollars of pay proper, twelve rations, 
worth per month seventy-two dollars ; forage for , 
five horses, worth forty dollars ; pay, &c., for three 
servants, worth together forty-six dollars and fifty 
cents. 

The sum of the pay and emoluments of this grade, 
therefore, are per month : 

Pay proper, - - $104 00 

Sabslstence, ....... 72 00 

Forage* 24 00 

S^rvantSj &c., ....... 46 50 

Total, $246 50 

This officer, like all others, has emoluments, which 
vary in different regions and latitudes. He very gene- 
rally receives what are called double rations, which 
mcrease the sum total by seventy-two dollars per 
month. 

The following table gives succinctly the pay of the 
vbole army, by which the reader can easily ascertain 
Vol. I. — 4 
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the rem\«neration of every individual in the service. It 
is derived frooi an official source and is correct : 



Pay. Rations. 


Horses. 8< 


enran 


Major-genenil, - - - $200 


15 


3 


4 


Brigadief-generai, - - - 104 


12 


3 


3 


Colonel of cavalry, - - 90 


6 


3 


2 


Lieutenant-colonel •f eavAlry, - 75 


6 


3 


2 


Major of cavalry, - - - 60 


4 


3 


2 


Captain of cavalry, - - - 50 


4 


2 


1 


Lieutenant, ... - 33.33 f 


4 


2 


1 


Colonel of artillery and iniantry, 75 


6 


3 


2 


Lieuteoant-oolonel -of do. - 60 


5 


3 


2 


Major, 50 . 


4 


3 


2 


Captain, . - - - 40 


4 




1 


First Lieutenant, « - - 30 


4 




1 


Second Lieutenant, - - 25 


4 




1 



All staff-officers receive dragoon pay, with the excep- 
tion that they have forage for a smaller number of horses. 
The surgeon-general receives the fixed salary of two 
thousand five hundred dollars per ^nnum, as does also 
the paymaster-general 

Surgeons of ten years' service and more receive sixty 
dollars per month, eight rations, forage for one horse, 
and pay, &c., for two servants. 

Surgeons of less than ten years' service, the same pay 
and rations, excepting that they receive but four rations. 
Assistant surgeons of less than five years' service receive 
fifty dollars per month, four rations, forage for one 
horse, and pay for one servant ; assistant surgeons of 
more than five yeans, the same pay proper, eight rations, 
one horse, and pay for one servant. 

The quartermaster-general has the rank of brigadier, 
and all the pay and allowances. He also receives 
double rations permanently. The adjutant-general 
and commissary-general have the rank, pay, and emolu 
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meats of colonels of cavalry. They also receive double 
rations, or did so till very recently. 

Certain officers receive under certain circumstances 
higher pay. Every major-general has two aides-de-camp, 
taken from the subalterns of the line, who in addition to 
their pay in line receive twenty-four dollars per month 
and forage for two horses, if they do not belong to the 
cavaLry ; in which case there is obviously no necessity for 
this last addition. Aides-de-camp to a brigadier-gene- 
ral have an additional pay of twenty dollars per month, 
and also forage for two horses. 

There is in every regiment an adjutant, who is a sub- 
altern and aide of the colonel, who receives in addition to 
his lineal pay, ten dollars ; if of an infantry or artillery 
regiment, he also receives forage for one horse. It fre- 
quently happens that an officer of the commissariat cannot 
be spared, in which case it is usual to assign the duties 
of each to a subaltern, who receives, as extra pay for 
them, twenty dollars per month. There were formerly 
assistant quartermasters selected from the subalterns, 
who received extra pay while acting. These officers, 
however, are now commissioned with the brevet rank 
of captains of cavalry, the pay of which grade they 
receive. There are officers of the adjutant-general's and 
quartermaster's department, and commissariat, who have 
the rank and pay of majors, lieutenant-colonels, and 
captains of cavalry. 

The following is the several pay of all grades of 
enlisted men : 

Per month 
Sergeant-major of dragoons or other cavalry, - - $17 
Quartermaster's sergeant, ------ 17 

Chief bugler, -------- 17 

First sergeant of company, - - - - - -16 

Sergeant, --,- 13 
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Per month. 

Corporal, 10 

Farrier, --------- 11 

Bugler, 10 

Private, 8 

Sergeant-major of infiuitry and artillery, - - - 17 

Quartermaster's sergeant, 17 

Principal musician, -------17 

First sergeant, - - - - . - - 16 

Sergeant, .--------13 

Corporal, --------- 9 

Artificer of artillery, 11 

Musician, ---- 8 

Private, --7 

Hospital stewards of posts of more than four companies 
receive eighteen dollars per month ; of less than four com- 
panies sixteen dollars. The veteran sergeants, known 
as ordnance sergeants, separate from companies, receive, 
in addition to the pay of a sergeant in the line (thirteen 
dollars), five dollars, the sum of which is eighteen dollars. 

There are a few other adjuncts of pay worth men- 
tioning. Any officer of or below the rank of captain 
commanding his company is entitled to draw ten dollars 
per month extra, for Uie responsibility of clothing, &c. 

Every officer of or below the rank of colonel is en- 
titled to charge on his pay-roll an extra ration for every 
five years' service in the army. Thus a colonel who had 
been twenty-five years in the service would charge for 
five rations, or one dollar extra per day. General offi- 
cers are specially exempted from making use of this 
emolument, which, however, applies to all other grades. 
' The laws of the country require that all payments be 
made in specie; and for many years, if this rule has been 
varied from, it has been at the request or with the con- 
sent of the officer or soldier. 
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Quartermaster's department — Duties and organization^ — Me- 
thod of accountability — Commissary-general of purchases — 
Commissary-general of subsistence. 

The next department of the staff is that of the Quar- 
termaster-General. Were its employes ever mustered 
together they would present an array comprising per- 
sons of every age, sex, and condition, second in num- 
ber only to the line itself. It is not too much to say that 
much, in fact, all the efficiency of any army must 
depend on the good order of the quartermaster's de- 
partment, and the activity and efficiency of its members. 
Its duties are multiform and various ; it has to do with 
every person in the army, and every person must once 
a day at least have recourse to it. 

The firamers of the present organization of the army 
seem to have been duly aware of the importance of this 
corps, when to the chiefs of the other staffs, the rank of 
colonel was uniformly assigned, while the quartermaster- 
general was made a brigadier, and but a few years 
afterwards fortified, as far as could be done in that man- 
ner, by the brevet of major-general. In the department 
of the quartermaster-general connected with the regular 
army are, one brigadier, two colonels, two lieutenant- 
colonels, and four majors, besides twenty-eight captains 
and many subalterns, who, though permanently attached 
to the department, retain their rank in the line. 

The following are a few of the duties of the office 
of the quartermaster-general and his officers : 
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The department derives its name from the fact that it 
is required to provide and take charge of the quarters 
for the several corps of the army. It is the duty of the 
department to provide houses or tents, as the case may 
be, for officers and men, stables, storehouses, and every- 
thing in the shape of shelter or equipage which it be- 
longs to no other branch of the staff to furnish. Being 
charged with the provision for troops when stationary, it 
has followed that when on the march the department has 
likewise been called upon to extend its surveillance over 
them, and to provide, when such is deemed advisable, for 
their transportation in vessels, steamboats, and by railroad. 
This is generally done by special contract for each spe- 
cial requisition, though now the department owns, or has 
permanently employed, a large number of transport 
steamers and sailing-vessels, between the ports of the 
United States and those towns an^ cities of Mexico, which 
have been captured or have surrendered to the Ameri- 
can arms. 

Once charged with the moving of troops, the depart- 
ment soon saw throvm on it the purchase and charge of 
the horses and vehicles used in the transportation of 
supplies, arms, ordnance, &c., for the army. Having 
begun to purchase, it was forced to go at once into the 
market and purchase horses for the artillery and dra- 
goons, spades, axes, harness, horse furniture, camp 
equipage of all kinds, forage, medicine for thfe veterinary 
department, to take charge of the erection of quarters, 
and in fine of everything required by the army, which is 
comprised neither within the province of the medical 
and ordnance bureaus or of the commissariat. 

The quartermasters are depositaries of the funds 
required for all the incidental expenses of the army, 
which can only be obtained from them in the following 
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manner. The officer who needs funds for any purposes^ 
makes a written statemeM of the sum he needs, and for 
what purpose; which is called a requisition* This is 
submitted to the chief of the militaiy force to which the 
quartermaster is attached. If the commander approve^ 
he orders the sum of money to be supplied. The 
responsibility then rests on the commander for the 
propriety, and on the other officer for the correctness 
of the expenditure of the funds. The same system is 
adopted in relation to all other issues, viz: of tents> 
horses, forage, &c. 

The quartermaster-general is entitled to no command, 
and the custom of the service is for him iK)t to exercise 
any, even though he hold a commission higher than any 
other officer at the post at which he serve. It may be 
doubtedj however, if all officers with commissions will 
not be entitled to command persojos of low^ grades 
until congress shall by some enactment provide against 
such a crisis. This will apply to all the departments of 
the staff except the medical, the cheers of which are 
commissioned, not as subalterns, captains, and field- 
officers, but as assistant suj^eons and surgeons, with a 
relative rank, specifically stated to be for certain pur- 
poses only. 

At Washington city, in the bureau of the quartermas- 
ter-general, are kept the documents relating to all such 
expenses, and the returns firom the whole army are made 
to this office. Every officer who has charge of public 
property, makes to it a quarterly statement, exhibiting 
the condition of the property, how it has been expended, 
and firom whom received. By an admirable system of 
receipts and invoices, the whole is made to appear at 
once, and the amount of the accountability of every 
officer is easily ascertained. The highest credit is due 
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to the accomplished chief of this stafT, who has brought 
the experience of many years of distinguisheil service 
to bear on details which might seem unimportant, but 
contribute in the highest degree to the efficiency^ not 
only of the persons over whom he has immediate control, 
but of the whole service. 

The commissary-general of purchases was, to all 
intents and purposes, an officer of this department, 
charged with the purchase of clothing for the whole army. 
Since the decease of the late distinguished incumbent of 
that office, its functions have been confided to officers 
of the quartermaster's department. 

The commissary-general of subsistence is charged 
with the provision of food for the army, and with all the 
accounts connected with it. His purchases are generally 
made by contract, for what he needs to be delivered at 
the stations where they are consumed, or at general 
depots, whence they are transported by the quarter- 
master's department. 

The rations of officers have been stated to be com- 
muted at twenty cents. The ration in kind is : — Bread 
or flour, 18 oz. : pork, 12 oz., or, three times a week, 
20 oz. of fresh beef. To every hundred men is issued 
6 lbs. of coffee, 12 lbs. of sugar, 10 lbs. of rice, or an 
equivalent of beans or peas ; 12 lbs. of candles, and 4 
lbs. of soap. Four quarts of vinegar and two of salt 
are also issued to every hundred men. 

As the system of accountability of the departments 
of the quartermasters and commissary-generals has been 
referred to, it may not be improper to examine it par- 
ticularly and at length. 

The quartermaster-general is required to make to the 
secretary of war annual estimates of the sums which will 
be required for his department during the next year, and 
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also a statement of the transactions of his department 
during the past twelve months of the year. To enable 
him to do this, full accounts are required bom all the 
agents of the department ; similar returns are demanded 
from all officers having in their charge property of the 
department of any kind. A similar system is pursued 
in the subsistence department, except when variations 
are necessarily required by the nature of the supplies it 
furnishes. 

So perfect is this system, that a written voucher shows 
what becomes of every strop andspur4eather issued by 
the one, and pound of flour by the other. If worn out 
in service, a board of survey attests it ; if spoiled by 
age, a similar board testifies to the fact. The compli- 
cation of these accounts is immense; but no simpler 
plan, which would at the same time protect the interests 
of the government and the soldier, has as yet been 
devised. 

As before stated, the clothing of the army is now 
received directly from the quartermaster's department 
by captains or commanders of companies, and is issued 
by them to the men. 

The allowance for the five years' service is thus 
apportioned : 

FIRST YEAR. 

1 Cap completey 2 Cotton Shirts, 

1 Forage Cap and letter, 2 Flannel Shirts, 

1 Coat, 2 pairs Drawers, 

1 pair Epaulettes, 4 do. Boots, 

1 do. Shoulder-straps, 4 do. Stockings, 

1 Aiguillette, 1 Leather Stock, 

1 Wool Jacket, 1 Great Coat, 

2 pairs Wool Overalls, 1 Fatigue Frock, 
1 Cotton Jacket, 1 Blanket. 

3 pairs Cotton Overalls, 
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SECOND YEAR, 

1 Wool Jacket, 2 Flannel Shirts, 

2 pairs Wool Overalls, 1 pair Drawers, 

1 Cotton Jacket, 4 pairs Boots, 

3 pairs Cotton Overalls, 4 do. Stockings. 

2 Cotton Shirts, 

THIRD YEAR. 

1 Cap eompletCy 2 Cotton Shirts, 

1 Coat, 2 Flannel do., 

1 pair Epaulettes, 1 pair Drawers, 

1 do. Shoulder-straps, 4 do. Boots, 

1 Wool Jacket, 4 do. Stockings, 

2 do. Overalls, 1 Stock, 

1 Cotton Jacket, * 1 Fatigue Frock, 

3 pairs Cotton Overalls, 1 Blanket. 

FOURTH YEAR. 

1 Wool Jacket, 2 Flannel Shirts, 

2 pairs Wool Overalls, 1 pair Drawers, 

1 Cotton Jacket, 4 pairs Boots, 

3 pairs Cotton Overalls, 4 do. Stockings. 

2 Cotton Shirts, 

FIFTH YEAR. 

1 Coat, 2 Cotton Shirts, 

1 pair Epaulettes, 2 Flannel Shirts, 

1 do. Shoulder-straps, 1 pair Drawers, 

2 pairs Wool Overalls, 4 pairs Stockings, 
1 Wool Jacket, 4 do. Boots, 

3 pairs Cotton Overalls, 1 Blanket. 

Artillery and infantry (not dragoons and ordnance) allowed caps 
complete the third year. 

Dragoons allowed coats the first and third years ; ordnance the 
first year, and artillery and infantry, the first, third, and fifth years. 

Dragoons and ordnance (not artillery and infantry) allowed wool 
jackets the fifth year. 

Artillery and infantry (not dragoons and ordnance) allowed cot- 
ton jackets the fourth year. 

Dragoons only are allowed fatigue frocks. 

Of course, if a man dijes not require the whole of 
this clothing he is not required to take it, and the value 
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at which the articles he does not draw are assessed, is 
credited to him on the pay-rolls of his company. If 
careless of his clothing, extra articles are issued to him, 
and he is charged with them. 

Nearly similar is the accountability of property of 
all other kinds, though made to the ordnance recruiting 
service, the chief of which is the adjutant-general, &c. 

The above are all the semi-military departments; 
the rest being more properly designated corps, or bodies 
of officers without enlisted men. They are the military 
and topographical engineers ^d the ordnance ; the latter 
of whom have, however, charge of a small number of 
enlisted artificers, who are not in the strictest sense sol- 
diers. To the military engineers will be devoted the 
next chapter. 
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Corps of engineers — Organization and duties — ^Military aca- 
demy — Its origin — ^Necessity for such a school — Effect on 
the whole army — Course of study at the academy — Corps of 
topographical engineers. 

The corps of Military Engineers embraces a host of 
officers of high talent, grown up under die care of 
the government, and worthy of the admiration bestowed 
upon them. It was to establish this corps, to provide 
for the defence of the nation, to foster a body of scien- 
tific men, capable of meeting the trained veterans of 
Europe, when there seemed imminent danger that our 
young republic would be called on to oppose them, that 
General Washington urged the establishment of the 
academy at West Point. Had this institution done no- 
thing else than provide this invaluable corps of officers 
for the country's service, it would have returned a full 
equivalent for all the money expended on it. This corps 
has charge of the preservation of the works of defence 
now existing, and of the construction of new ones at 
such points as may be designated. Its officers have the 
direction of working-parties employed in the construc- 
tion of parallels of attack and defence in the field, and 
of the means used to overcome all resistance by field or 
permanent works of the enemy. The storming parties 
thrown forward to attack posts or other military posi- 
tions, should either be led or act by the advice of officers 
of engineers. It has charge also of the erection of tem- 
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porary bridges in the field, of permanent ones when 
required, of the placing of abattis, of the thousand 
impediments thrown in the way of the enemy. 

How well this corps pwforms its duty, — how valuable 
its services are, will be remembered by all who have 
read the despatches which record the defence of Fort 
Brown, the storming of Monterey, and the siege of Vera 
Cruz, In fact, it is not too much to say, that but for its 
valuable aid, the powerful fortress would not as now 
have been beneath the folds of our flag. At Cerro Gordo 
it rendered great service, and the persons of its members 
often have borne manifest tokens of the way in which 
they exposed themselves. Under the new organization, 
this corps was commanded by the French general Ber- 
nard, the high talents of whom afterwards made him the 
minister of war of tBe king of the French, and was also 
illustrated by the science of others of not less skill. It 
has now not deteriorated, but continues in every grade 
to maintain its reputation. The corps numbers about 
forty-five officers, viz : a colonel, two lieutenant-colonels, 
four majors, and about forty captains, first, second, and 
brevet second lieutenants. 

Attached to the corps of engineers, may appropri- 
ately be considered the Military Academy, fi-om the fact 
that this important institution is placed under the charge 
of the chief of the corps of military engineers, who, ex 
officio^ is its inspector. All who have served in the 
army, whether pupils of this institution or appointed 
firom civil life, have learned to look upon the academy 
as one of the prides of the service to which it has added 
so much eclai. The military school owes its origin to 
him who has conferred so many boons on the nation, 
but who, amid all his prodigality, bequeathed it nothing 
more valuable in its sphere. General Washington, dur- 
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ing the long perils of the revolutionary war, had wit- 
nessed the utter dependence of the country on the 
fore^ officers idio were in its service. He was aware 
that, with the exception of the French, German, and a 
few English and Irish officers who bore the commission 
of the continental congress, scarcely one member of the 
military establishment could throw up a breastwoik with 
angles properly calculated, or erect a stockade. 

The nation was dependent on strangers not only for 
its officers of engineers and artillery, but in a great de- 
gree for the chiefs of its infantry. And the demands of 
these officers, the vast sums of arrearages paid them, it 
is not too much to say, have made them cost far more 
to the nation than the countless able and scientific men, 
natives of our own soil, since educated by the academy. 
Striking and brilliant, too, as was th,e exhibition of 
young and chivalric men, leaving home and the luicuiy 
of courts for a warfare in the wilderness, it was not on 
that account that they were employed. No people ever 
received volunteers or employed auxiliaries, except be- 
cause it needed physical strength to accomplish what it 
had courage to dare. This was not the case in America. 
A spirited people sprung at once to arms. More armed 
men hurried to the flag of the disjointed confederacy 
than it had means to keep in the field without pay. The 
soldiers of the nation, however, were young. They had 
previously marched only against the Indians on forays 
on which it was fancied tactics were unavailable, and so 
rapid had been their growth that the mass of the popu- 
lation drawn along the Atlantic shore, for half a century 
had not heard the gun of an enemy. They did not, by 
any means, need the physical aid of the volunteers, but 
required their instruction, and therefore were they em- 
ployed. The services of Lafayette, who had no mili- 
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tary experience, were received on different grounds, but 
for this was it that Steuben, Kosciusko, De Kalb, and 
hosts of others were honored with high rank. 

Thanks to the courage and valor of the people, and 
in a great degree to the officers we have referred to, the 
nation triumphed in the first great contest the world had 
witnessed for the abstract idea of liberty ; and he, on the 
mind of whom the teaching of no experience was lost, 
conceived the idea of the establishment of this institu- 
tion, to which not the least of the triumphs of the Mexi- 
can war must be attributed. 

The militaiy academy is not only a collegiate insti- 
tution, but a corps of troops, amply able to perform all 
the duty required from it as custodian of an old post 
honored for its revolutionary associations, and a vast 
amount of public property. It is also a model school of 
tactics and drill. Even were no sciences taught there, 
it would be necessary, as a normal school of military 
exercises ; for all who look at the militia and volunteers 
of the country must be aware how impossible it is to 
establish uniformity of drill and manoeuvre from the study 
of a book. It would be as £asy, from the study of the 
elaborate descriptions of Richardson, to conceive how 
Sir Charles Grandison looked when he was annoyed, as 
to imagme firom the text of Baron Steuben, the king's 
order, and the army tactics, how a soldier should order 
arms. The variations from the standard of the army, 
will in an instant enable any one to distinguish the mili- 
tiaman or volunteer from the man of the regular service, 
and by similar but minor variations, the dragoon from 
the foot or artillery soldier. 

The uninitiated tell us that drill is a small matter, that 
any intelligent man can comprehend it ; such may be 
tlie case, but very many do not. It is no trifle. The 
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Tariation of five feet, ay, or of three in the distance of 
a company, when the Mexican lancers chai^d at Palo 
Alto on the fifth foot would have led to the ruin of that 
veteran regiment ; and at Waterloo, and a hundred of 
the battles and skirmishes of the Peninsula, similar re- 
sults would have been produced by such an error. 

Important, however, as tactics are, they are insignifi- 
cant compared with other of the arts of war. The 
science of strategy is essentially, as an admirable writer 
of our own country has. recently said, the science of 
progress. The mechanic arts, the sciences, the occult 
principles unfolded by chemistiy, and the hidden pro- 
perties of numbers and space, have all been made to 
minister to it. With as much propriety might it have 
been said after the great discovery of Bacon, which 
changed the ruffianly leader of steel-clad men-at-arms 
into an accomplished soldier, that the military man 
should neglect the science which led to the new disco- 
very, as that, in this the nineteenth century, the military 
world should subside into neglect of the newly disco- 
vered physical forces, which have revolutionized other 
arts, and may work wonders in the science of war. 

Steam, magnetism, the galvanic battery, and com- 
pressed air, may be made hereafter munitions of war, 
and new machines may be invented compared with 
which the dread artilleiy will be as insignificant as the 
feeble weapon which overthrew the Philistine. These 
circumstances make the cultivation of science from a 
military point of view peculiarly the duty of the nation, 
and a sufficient reason for the maintenance of the mili- 
tary academy. 

The course of study at this institution is of the most 
comprehensive character, embracing not only the myste- 
ries of number and the empirical sciences, but moral 
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and ethical theory, and those modem languages most 
necessary to the military man. In this point of view 
only is it deficient in the extent of its course, which 
comprises but little of the humanities. There is no mas* 
ter of Latin and Greek, nor is the subject of general 
literature attended to as it should be. If the student 
reads the history of Polybius it is not in the origmal, nor 
does he often study Jomini except through the medium 
of a bald translation. More than one of the acute minds 
who direct the management of the military academy 
have su^;ested the addition of the dead, and a more 
tfa(mHi^ study of modem tongues, but so fax without 
success. There are difficulties in the way, for within 
the present course so much is crowded that additional 
studies would trench on the hours appropriated to mili- 
tary duty, and that otU modicum peculiarly necessary to 
the student of mathematical lore. 

The present course comprises four years, during 
which the student passes thrpugh the hands of professors 
of the following subjects : 

Military and civil engineering, natural philosophy, 
mathematics, chemistry, geology and mmeralogy, geogra- 
phy, histoiy and moral philosophy, French language, 
drawing, practical engineering, the school of tactics and 
strategy, equitation, the use of the sword and sabre, &x;. 

He is also made familiar with the manipulation 
as well as theoiy, not only of the minor manufac- 
tures and contrivances of dl arms of his profession 
which he may not on an emergency find ready made in 
his storeroom or magazine, but of the theory of the con- 
straction of bridges, roads, &c. These subjects are 
taught to all ; so that it is believed the officer of dragoons, 
foot artillery, or engineers, graduated at the academy, 
may generally, whenever the public service requires, be 
Vol. I. 5 
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transferred to any other corps than his own and credita- 
bly perform the duties required of him. 

What has been the character of the military academy 
and the influence it has exerted abroad, may be gathered 
from the following tribute to it by an English journal by 
no means disposed to praise America or American insti- 
tutions, unless the conspicuousness of merit extorts the 
tribute of admiration : 

« Austria, Prussia, France, educate their officers, and 
promote them according to their capabilities. England 
barters the command of her regiments to any man, capa- 
ble or incapable, who has served the requisite time and 
can command the requisite amount of money and inter- 
est. Even the great republic of America — jealous and 
niggardly though she be of a standing army — ^yet has 
wisely resolved that the few troops she has shaU be weU 
and skilfully officered; that nothing shall be lost through 
exalted stupidity or authoritative ignorance. England — 
forgetting that her most illustrious general was taught in 
France — still risks the fortunes and lives of her soldiers 
on blind bravery and stolid impetuosity; whilst the 
officers who were trained at West Point, raise the stars 
and stripes of the Union on the towers of San Juan 
d'Ulloa, and advance the glories of the Anglo-Saxon race 
through a territory comprising thirty degrees of latitude." 

This tribute is from the London Times, which, before 
the battles of Palo Alto and La Resaca, predicted defeat 
to our arms, — which sneered at the possibility of the 
capture of Vera Cruz by General Scott, but ^ich now 
claims the skill of our officers and their success as a 
consequence of the indomitable valor of the '« Anglo- 
Saxon race." 

It has long been the fashion to decry this institution, 
in many places where it might have been expected the 
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intuBations of common sense would been heard. Men 
who seemed to think that a battle was but a dog-fight, 
where human beings rushed together and shot and 
backed each other to pieces, have decried the military 
academy, and hooted at the idea of <^tfo wasp-waisted 
lieutenants^'^ being fit for war. That cry is forever 
hushed. The battles of Okee Chobee, Pilaklaklaha, the 
defence of Foit Fanning, and the unhappy massacre of 
Pade's command, where every officer was a graduate, 
and every officer died with a wound in his breast, — the 
battles in Mexico, where Ringgold, Inge, Page, Ridgely 
fou^t, and more than one of them died, have silenced 
it. Wherever the flag of the country hai^ been borne, 
the cadets have signalized themselves. On the slopes 
of the Pacific, the pure and gallant Johnston died, 
knightly and in harness, at the head of his squadron. 
On the llano of Taos is buried the brave and accom- 
plished Burgwin, one of the most elegant men of the 
nation, who is mourned by all who knew him ; and amid 
the burning sands of the tierra caliente, fell Vinton, the 
beau-ideal of the Christian soldier. Were there no other 
instancei^ of sacrifice on the altar of country, by the 
good and pure, these names and that of the gallant Bar- 
bour would rescue the profession they adopted and the 
institution which educated them, firom the aspersions of 
the bigot and the misrepresentations of the intriguer. 

The author writes warmly of the benefits and services 
of the military academy. He has reason to do so, having 
reaped its benefits. He is not, however, one of its 
eleveSy though it has been his privilege, as an officer of 
the army, to be connected with many who were. As 
common steel, by attrition, receives the properties of the 
magnet, the leaven of the military academy has been 
imparted to the whole mass of the army. 
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In building up the reputation of this academy, no 
one has been more conspicuous than Colonel Syltanus 
Thayer. This officer entered the service as a second 
lieutenant of engineers, on the 23d of February, 1806, 
from the military academy, of which he was one of the 
first graduates. Colonel Totten, Colonel Bomford, and 
himself are, it is believed, the oldest graduates of the 
school, now in the army ; two of them, the first and 
last, having graduated in 1806, and the second in 1805. 

In 1815, Lieutenant Thayer had become a major, and 
been assigned to the harbor of Norfolk, Virginia, then 
menaced with attack, and commanded by the distin* 
guished General Taylor, of the militia of Virginia,*->the 
only general officer not commissioned by the United 
States, who was during the war intrusted with a separate 
command. Important as was his charge, the result 
showed that it could not have been confided to a more 
suitable person. 

The war in this part of the Union has been generally 
neglected, though but few events occurred ^ich merited 
higher commendation ; and, when the British fleet was 
repulsed, it was attributed almost entirely to the supe- 
riority of the defences, which enabled the detachment 
of sailors and volunteers to resist with success troops 
carefiiUy selected for this expedition. 

The enemy were on this account so much exaspe- 
rated, that they burned Hampton, committed outrages 
of all kinds, unworthy the rudest of their own and the 
common ancestors of the people with whom they were 
at war. 

For meritorious services, then and afterwards, the 
brevet of major was conferred on Captain Thayer, with 
rank fi^om the 20th of February, 1813. 

In 1817, after the July examination. Major Thayer 
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became the superintendent of the military academy, and 
this post he occupied until 1833, when he was succeeded 
by Colonel De Russy. During that time, at least half 
oif the cadets who now are in the army, graduated ; and 
it is but necessary to hear them speak of him, to know 
how good a man and how well qualified he was. Kind 
in his manners, parental in his conduct, he seemed to 
be perfectly aware how far the benevolence of the in- 
structor and the strict discipline of the commandant 
were capable of fusion. Previously cadets had been 
but quasi soldiers, and scarcely students. Facilities for 
study were, it is true, afforded, but there was no com- 
pulsion. One cadet might pass through eveiy term, and 
yet be scarcely qualified for the higher corps, while 
another could, if he pleased, make great progress in the 
hi^er strategetic arts. It was his task to establish a sys- 
tem, which, while it did not restrict the ambitious, would 
force even the dilatory to make an efibrt suflScient at 
least to make them competent officers. 

A ripe scholar himself, he introduced into the acade- 
my the analytic mathematics pursued with so much 
success in the French schools of a similar character, and 
caused them to be considered an indispensable part of 
education. Previously military engineering in America 
bad been but an art ; it is attributed to him and the aca- 
demy that it has been extended at least pari passu^ if 
not farther than in Europe, and is become a science. 

So undeniably great were the advantages of this aca- 
demy, that rectors and regents of other institutions 
began to look to it for professors. The academy then 
began to fulfil one of its great objects, to increase not 
only the military, but the scientific knowledge of the 
people, who established and supported it. 

One of the officers who grew up under the eye of 
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Colonel Thayer, in a recent public address (since 
printed), thus speaks of the importance of the services 
of this distinguished officer, and of the good that has 
resulted from it : 

(< They (cadets and pupils of the military academy) 
have been regularly introduced into the principal univer- 
sities and academies. The entire system of teaching, 
and the entire knowledge of the country has been raised 
up ; and this is chiefly the direct result of the instruc- 
tions here. Who shall estimate the importance of such 
an intellectual revolution^ Who shall say how wide 
round the earth, how far down the depdis of future 
time shall penetrate and radiate the lights thus kindled 
here ? Who shall count dollars against such inestima- 
ble values ? Who will give back to the empire of dark- 
ness this knowledge, this grov^th, this expansion of 
American mind, for 

< all the wealth of Ormus, or of Indl*" 

As he says, they have Americanized science, and car 
ried everywhere throughout the length and breadth of the 
nation, European art adapted to our wants, and with it 
the memory of him by the almost prescience of whom 
it was introduced into the only national academy. To 
show how well Colonel Thayer discharged his duty, it is 
sufficient to refer to those of his pupils, who have con- 
tributed to the instruction of their country in a positive 
manner. 

* Dennis H. Mahan, of the Class of 1824, has pub- 
lished important Treatises on Military and Civil Engi- 
neering. 

Edward H. Courtney, of the Class of 1821, has 
published a complete work on Mechanics, and Mechan- 
ical Philosophy. 

* Mansfield's Address. 
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W. H. Bartlett, of the Class of 1826. A com- 
plete Treatise on Optics. 

Albert £. CHDRcUy of the Class of 1828. A com- 
plete Treatise on the Differential and Integral Calculus. 

RoswELL Park, of the Class of 1831, has published 
a Text Book on Universal Knowledge. 

Edward D. Mansfield, of the Class of 1819, has 
published a Work on Constitutional Law. 

Francis H. Smith, of the Class of 1833, has pub- 
lished an Arithmetic, and a Work on Analytical Geom- 
etry. 

Professor Maiver has written valuable Reports on 
Geology, Mineralogy, &c., &c. 

Professor Baily is also a writer of reputation, on 
the subject of Natural Science, &c. 

The above is but a small number of many of his 
pupils who have distinguished themselves. In the 
church, at the bar, as statesmen, as merchants and 
manufacturers, his pupils will be found ; and in his own 
words, never had man so much occasion to be proud 
of his eleves. 

The first class regularly graduated at the academy 
under his charge, contained the name of Samuel Ring- 
gold ; and he may be considered the first offering of the 
institution under its present organization, to the coun- 
try. A member of the class which entered in 1831, was 
the lamented Captain Johnston, who fell by Kearney^s 
side on the llanos of California : he may be called the 
last contribution of the veteran superintendent — a super- 
intendent who could produce such soldiers needs no 
other eulogy than the statement of the fact and of their 
services. 

Clay, McKee, Ridgley, McKavett, and others of the 
dead, he contributed to form for the service of the coun- 
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tiy ; of the living, a large portion of the officers in fact 
as well as commission, who lifted their country's flag 
before Mexico, and planted it on the battlements of 
Monterey. 

During the administration of General Jackson, Colo- 
nel Thayer relinquidied command of the military acade- 
my. He is now in Boston, where he has been for some 
time, on duty. 

Colonel Thayer became a lieutenant-colonel by bre- 
vet on the 3d of March, 1823, and ten years after, a 
colonel by brevet. On the 7th of July, 1838, when 
General Gratiot left the army, he 4>ecame lieutenant- 
colonel by seniority of the engineer corps. 

Previous to his leaving the military academy, the 
corps of cadets requested Colonel Thayer to sit for his 
portrait, which was taken by the distinguished Mr. Weir, 
long connected vrith the institution as professor of draw- 
ing. The portrait is now at the academy, and is one of 
those relics which first attract the eye of the stranger. 
So popular has Colonel Thayer become with a large 
number of gentlemen collected fi'om every part of our 
country, that there are very few persons within its limits 
who will not look with interest at his countenance, which, 
at the same time that it is marked with great soldierly 
resolution, bears the closest and most distinct traces of 
the qualities which made him essentially the man for his 
position. 

At the same time that so much good is to be attribu* 
ted to Colonel Thayer, he derived valuable assistance 
from an almost unequalled corps of professors. This, 
however, ultimately redounds to his credit, because, vir- 
tually charged with the selection of his subordinates, he 
had the tact to select them well. Professor Davies* 
books became text books in almost every college in the 
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nation. Mahan's works on the science of engineering, 
and Weir's admirable works on several of the mysteries 
of his art, are palpable tokens that their reputations are 
not merely a name, but the acquisition of hig^ talent 
conjoined to ceaseless perseverance. 

A portion of the system of the academy which proba- 
bly has not a little contributed to its high stand and suc- 
cess, is the custom of selecting the professors and 
instructors from the old cadets. This has superinduced 
fellow-feeling and sympathy between the two great ele- 
ments of the school, and destroyed the gene and uncom- 
fortable feeling which too often divide them. This is 
necessaiy, for the cadet of to-day is an officer to-morrow. 
The instructor may often return to the line of the army, 
and the previous chances of war may make him the infe- 
rior in rank of his old pupil. The very object of the 
academy, however, renders this necessary. Cadets are 
formed into officers ; and though there are many grades 
in the military service, socially all its members are 
equal. All these peculiarities of the academy are to be 
attributed to the era of Colonel Thayer's appointment to 
the post of superintendent, which may be considered 
the second founding of the institution. 

The chief engineer of the army is Colonel Joseph G. 
ToTTEN, an old officer, who dates from February 23, 
1808. Previous to this time, however. Colonel Totten 
had been graduated at the military academy, and ap- 
pointed to the army on the 1st of July, 1805. He, how- 
ever, soon resigned. In 1810 he became a first lieuten- 
ant, and, in 1812, a captain. For meritorious services, 
on the 6th of June, 1812, he received the brevet of 
major. On the occasion of the capture of General Scott, 
while a colonel. Captain Totten had been his companion, 
and diared the peril of the fiunous attempt to communicate 
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with the British commander at a season when even a white 
flag was no protection. Captain Totten, on this occasion, 
had been Scott's adviser ; and by his advice, the Ameri- 
can troops were posted in the strong position which 
enabled them so long to defy the superior British force. 
His services, on this occasion, richly entitled him to the 
brevet he received. Colonel Totten shared die captivity 
of Colonel Scott, and was exchanged with him. Major 
Totten was also at Plattsburg, as chief engineer of Gene- 
ral Macomb's army, where he was indefatigable in throw- 
ing up defences, &c., and rendered such services that he 
was thanked in general orders, mentioned with the high- 
est cominendation in the official report, and received the 
brevet of lieutenant-colonel. After the peace, Colonel 
Totten remained in service, and, by the resignation of 
General Swift, became major of the corps in 1818. In 
1824, the brevet of colonel was conferred on him. In 
1828, he was promoted to the lieutenant-colonelcy of the 
corps, and, when General Gratiot left the service, in 
1838, was appointed to his present rank of chief engi- 
neer. At the siege of Vera Cruz, Colonel Totten acted 
as chief engineer, and was complimented in orders and 
sent home with despatches. 

Those who, from long study, are capable of forming 
an adequate opinion of such things, consider the works 
thrown up by Colonel Totten, in front of that powerful 
city and the castle of San Juan, as above all criticism 
and commendation. Art was carried to its utmost limit ; 
and it was proved that, during the long season of peace 
which had existed in the United States, its officers had 
not been idle, but had made the experience of the armies 
of Europe their own. The city was encompassed like 
Laocoon in the serpentine folds of the engineer ; and 
the leader of armies, from the eminences prepared foe 
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him, was able to place his hand on his conquest. Colo* 
nel Totten is a native of Connecticut ; and, though more 
than sixty years of age, pursues his scientific studies 
with unremitting diligence. 

The regulations of the army assign to the corps the 
charge of all surveys for the defence of the Atlantic and 
western frontier ; reconnoissances of routes ^and of the 
enemy's positions ; the surveys for military roads ; and, 
in the absence of military engmeer officers, all the duties 
of the latter. 

They are also charged with the direction of civil 
works, authorized by congress, and not specially as- 
signed to another department. They are required 
pointedly to be treated with all military respect, though 
strictly debarred from command. Their situation in 
the army is altogether similar to that of the surgeons, 
having but assimilated rank, except in their corps. 

The corps of military engineers have duties more 
extended than these. They have charge of the selec- 
tion of sites, formation of plans, estimates, &c., for 
defences of all kinds, and may be assigned to the 
charge of marine works, such as light-houses,' break- 
waters, &c., by orders of the'president. Engineer offi- 
cers may be assigned to command by the president, but 
are otherwise debarred from exercising it. The regula- 
tions do not seem to contemplate that the topographical 
corps shall ever exercise command. These appear to be 
the chief differences between their relative positions in 
the army. 

The chief of the corps of topographical engineers is 
Colonel John J. Abert, an old officer, having been ap- 
pointed a brevet major of this corps on its organization, 
on the 22d of November, 1814. For many years this corps 
had a most anomalous organization, containing several 
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majors and captains, who, however, were not commis- 
sioned, but held their appointments by brevet ; on the 
JJ8th of July, 1838, however, it was placed on an equal 
footing with the other staff corps, and Major Abert was 
placed at its head as colonel. There are few more 
competent men in the army than this officer, who, 
though his'duties are not of a kind to attract attention, 
has made himself to be felt and appreciated throughout 
the army. . 

It is difficult to distinguish the Engineers from the 
Topographical Engineers. The former are the construc- 
tors of permanent works, while to the latter are confided 
surveys, reconnoissances, military exammations, &c., of 
all kinds. So closely are the two connected, that the 
difference can scarcely be explained to a clerical reader. 
It is a corps of high rank and of great talent, and the 
bureau is the recipient of a host of surveys, which pro- 
bably embrace more real valuable knowledge in relation 
to our national resources than is. to be found anywhere 
else. The number of officers is about equal to that of 
the military engineers. 

It has previously been stated, that the various 
departments of the staff are closely linked together, 
so that it is nearly impossible to separate them. The 
quartermaster's department and the two engineer corps 
are especially united, so that it is almost impossible for 
one to act without the other. 

The followmg table contains a list of the military 
posts of the eastern division of the army, and of the 
states in which they are situated : 

Fort Niagara, ^ 

Madi^"'rUs, [ OntheNi«gM.«.dUte.N.Y. 

Plattsburg Barracks, J 

Fort Adams, Providence, R. I. 
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Fort Wolcott, I 

Fort Trumbully \ 
West Point, 
Fort Columbus, i 
Fort Hamilton, \ 
Fort Lafayettte, \ 
Fort Mifflin, 
Carlisle Barracks, 
Fort Sullivan, 
Fort Preble, 
Fort Constitution, 
Fort Independence, 
Fort McHenry, 
Fort Washington, 
Fort Monroe, 
Fort Johnson, ) 

Fort Caswell, ( 

Fort Macon, 
Fort Moultrie, ) 

Castle Pinckney, ( 
Augusta Arsenal, 
Oglethorpe Barracks, 
Fort Marion, 
Fort Wilkins, 
Fort Brady, 
Fort Mackinac, 
Fort Gratiot, 
Detroit Barracks, 



Conn. 
N.Y. 

New York Harbor, N. Y. 

Below Philadelphia, Pft. 
Carlisle, Pa. ' 
Maine, 

do. 
Portsmouth, N. H. 
Boston, Mass. 
Baltimore, Md. 

Annapolis, << 

Mouth of James River, Va. 

Coast of North Carolina. 

N.C. 

Charleston Harbor, S. C. 

Augusta, Ga. 

Savannah, *^ 

St. Augustine, Florida. 



» On the Lakes and Detroit River. 



The most of these have been constructed by contract, 
and few or no quartermasters have been employed in 
superintending the labors of erection, which have been 
confided to officers of engineers. 

In the west, however, the case is different. The 
following posts now occupied by troops have been 
constructed by the united labors of the quartermaster's 
department and engineers : 



Key West, • • 

Fort Brooke, • 

Fort Pickens, • 

Fort McRee, • 

Fort Morgan, • 

Fort Pike, • 

Fort Wood, 

Fort Jackson, ' • do. 

New Orleans Barracks, do 



Florida East. 

do. 
Florida West. 

do. 
Mobile, Ala. . 
La. 1 

^^' ^ Near New Orleans. 
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Baton Rougt Birncks, La. 

Fort Towson, • Indian Ter., on Red rirer. 

FortWashita, . • do. on the Falae Washita. 

Fort Smith, . . do. on the Arkansas river 

Fort Gibson, • • do. on the Grand river. 

Fort Scott, • • do. 

Fort Leavenworth, . do. on the Missouri. 

Jefferson Barracks, Mo., near St. Louis. 

Fort Atkinson, i 

Fort Crawford, > on the upper Miss, and its trihutartes. 

Fort Snelling, ) 



Beddes these are several tiers of old posts which have 
been gradually abandoned as civilization advanced, but 
all monuments of the efficiency of these two corps, and 
generally erected by the labor of soldiers. Of this 
kind were Fort Coffee and Fort Wayne, west of 
Arkansas, Fort Osage in Missouri, the old post of 
Council Bluffs, Fort Des Moines, at the mouth of the 
Des Moines river, and many others. In many in- 
stances it has been necessary for the topographical 
engineer to precede the former corps, to op^ his 
communications between post and post, and prepare a 
road over which supplies of all kinds might be carried. 

Though the arsenals are only ordnance posts, they 
are under the same regulations, substantially, as other 
military stations of the United States ; they are uhder 
the peculiar control of officers of that department, and 
members of other corps are rarely stationed at them. 

The following are the arsenals and ordnance depots 
of the United States : 

Eennebeck, Augusta, Me. 

Watertown, Massachusetts. 

Champlain, Vergennes, Vt. 

Watervliet, New York. 

Rome, ...... do. 

Alleghany, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Frankfort, ..... Pennsylvania. 

Pikeville, Mainland. 

Washington, D. of Columbia. 
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Bellona^ ...... ChesteHidd Co., Vft. 

St Louis, Missouri. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Mount Yerncmy . . • • Alabama. 

Detroit, Michigan. 

North Carolina, . • . ^ Fayetteville, N. C. 

Apalachicola, . . . . . Florida. 

Little Rock, • . • . .. Arkansas. 



The communiGation with many of these always 
calls for the services of the quartermaster, and g«ie- 
rally for those of the topographical engineer. The 
defences of the western frontier call for the attention of 
the two corps of engineers constantly, and the most 
superficial examination of the vast line of frontier along 
which they are thrown, will satisfy the most superficial 
that there should be no idlers in the staff of the army. 

It will be observed that this system of staff corps is 
peculiar to the army of the United States. In the 
British army there is no quartermaster's corps, but an 
officer of each regiment, usually a lieutenant or enagn, 
who performs the duties of barrack and forage master, 
and of transport agent. The quartermaster-general 
seems, from many of the orders of the Buke of Wel- 
lington, merely to be charged with the function of 
placing the troops in position in garrison and action. 
In the French service the mariscal-de-camp seems to 
perform similar duties ; and there is also in the Prussian 
army a functionary who has a similar charge, and a 
most unpronounceable name. 

To the department of commissary-general of sub- 
astence the European armies have nothing similar, they 
bemg fed by contract from day to day, or supported by 
a commutation paid them in money. In an enemy's 
country the right of firee quarters is universally recog- 
nised, and it is believed that never until the present 
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war with Mexico has any nation transported its com- 
missariat supplies into a country capable of supporting it. 
The two engineer corps have also in this country a more 
extended establishment than in other armies. They 
are here a corps with permanent promotion, and their 
officers may rise to the highest rank in the army. The 
very fact that to one of these corps is assigned the' 
direction of the military ficademy, wUl always give it 
great dignity in our service. The ordnance corps is 
also of more dignity in the United States flian in 
Europe, in the services of almost all the nations of 
which its duties are performed by officers of artillery. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Ordnance department — ^Duties of this corps — Mountain hdwit- 
zer and rocket men — Sappers, miners, and pontonniers — 
Volunteer staff. 

The last of the staff corps is the Ordnance ; it con- 
tains about the same namber of officers a^s the corps of 
engineeis, and has as its chief a colonel. It has charge 
of ihe two great arsenals of tbe nation, at Harper's 
Ferry, in Virginia, aad at Springfield, in Connecticut, 
and of the various arsenals and depots at which arms 
are stowed throughout the United States. 

The duties of this corps are numerous and arduous, 
and require talent of a high order and a peculiar mili- 
taiy education, which i^ould comprise a thorough 
acquaintance with the practical details of the different 
arms o[ the line and of the staff. 

It has not been the custom of the United States to 
have its cumon of any calibre ipanufactured at arsenals 
(though they could doubtless be obtained thus at less 
cost), but by contracts from private foundries. The 
durability of the guti and the safety of the men to 
whom it is to be intrusted, require that particular atten- 
Hon should be paid to the fosion of the metal and the 
ingredients of the peculiar alloy of which ordnance is 
cast. To be sure that these matters are properly at- 
tended to, it has always been made a stipulation in con- 
tracts, that artillery should be prepared under the in- 
spection of an officer of this corps. It will be readily 
perceived that this is a hirii and impoitant duty. 
Vol. I. — 6 
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In a similar manner, powder and the ingredients of 
which it is made, have been purchased by officers of 
ordnance; and the tests to which this combustible is 
submitted, and its preservation after being purchased, 
comprise another important branch of their duty. 

The small arms which have been manufactured in 
such large numbers and of such admirable quality at 
the arsenals of the nation, are, except those in the hands 
of the line or the army, or apportioned annually to the 
several states, committed to them. The defence of the 
nation must always rest in the hands of the militia or 
volunteers, and as the mass of this force always will be 
of infantry, it is important that the arms should always 
be kept in perfect order and ready for use. This is 
done by the ordnance corps. 

The exai^ination of any armory in the country will 
exhibit the great attention paid to this branch of their 
duty. Cannon need only shelter and paint to keep them 
in order, while the fogs and even the imperceptible 
oxydization by the atmosphere would make the most 
beautiful small arms useless. There are, it is believed, 
no weapons in the world in more beautiful order or a 
higher state of efficiency , than those confided to this corps. 

The manufacture of shot and shells, and the prepara- 
tion of them, of fuses, portfires, percussion caps, accou- 
trements, rockets of various kinds, signal li§^, car- 
tridges, &c., all belong to this corps ; every year of the 
officer's service in which must be a continuation of his 
apprenticeship in the laboratory of chemical and mecha- 
nical science. 

When an army is in the field, the ordnance officers 
have charge of its heavy guns and of all those field and 
siege-pieces which are attached to no particular corps 
of artillery. Assisted by the other corps, they have 
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charge of the mounting of these guns, and of their trans- 
portation and preservation from the effects of the weather, 
of ammunition for them and the other guns of the army, 
over and above what is usually issued to the artillery for 
immediate service. In a similar manner, they have 
charge of ammunition for small arms, powder for mining 
operations, ordnance tools, portable forges for the artil- 
leiy, and ordnance wagons. 

From this corps there has recently been formed a 
company of mountain howitzer and rocket men, which, 
though a young corps in the service, have already earned 
much honor in the operations of the army, subsequent 
to the capture of Vera Cruz. 

Partially connected with the ordnance, but also hav- 
ing some relation to the quartermaster's department and 
the engineer corps, is the company of sappers, miners, 
and pontonniers. They were, it is believed, first used 
in the trenches in fix)nt of Vera Cruz, and, under the 
able direction of their gallant captain,* since dead of 
disease contracted there, contributed not a little to the 
success of that ever-memorable siege. 

We have now described the staff of the army, and 
explained as fiilly as possible the fimctions of its various 
departments and corps. It is formed, we may here say, 
not so much with reference to the present strength of the 
army, as with a view to the force the government may 
be called to keep in the field. The events of the pre- 
sent war have rendered its increase absolutely neces- 
sary, and therefore a large number of surgeons, quarter- 
masters, and commissaries of all grades, have been 
appointed for duty with the volunteers. Though, how- 
ever it be possible to obtain from the body of the people 
officers of these departments, which, after all, are but 

* Alexander Swift, captain engineer corps^ U. S. A. 
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semi-milituy engineers of both coips^.and ordnance 
officers cannot be dius had^ and the government wisely 
has prepared a staff ample enou^ to equip and direct 
the operations of any force which, in the possibility of 
events, might be called for. Thus armed, offensively 
and defensively, it is believed the nation wiU long be 
able to resist all its enemies, and triumph everywhere as 
it has done in Mexico. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Creneral officers— Routine of rank — ^Mode of promotion — ^Bre- 
vet lientenants, officers with two cotomissions — ^Manner of 
appointment. 

The general officers of the anny proper are, two Ma- 
jor-Genex?ils and four Brigadier-Generals, each of the 
two former of whom are allowed two aides-de-camp 
while commanding in chief, of any rank they please to 
designate, and a military secretaiy. These officers, with 
cne or more taken from the departments of the adjutant- 
general, with a quartermaster-general, commissary-gene- 
ral and the senior officers of the medical department, 
engineers, pay, and ordnance corps, constitute their 
pej:sonal staff or military family. Each brigadier-general 
has dso a similar staff, except that the officers compo- 
sing it are of lower rank, being, besides tbeu: aides-de- 
camp, the chiefs of the stafis attached to their respective 
br^^adesu 

A brigade of the American army consists of two or 
more regiments (three is the number designated for those 
composed of volunteers) and every two brigades are 
considered to make up a division, the appropriate com- 
mand of a msyor-general. The roster, or routine of rank 
of the army, &erefore, is as follows; 

Major-General in chief, 

Major-General, 

Brigadier-General, 

Colonel, 

Lieu^enant-Colonel, 

Major, 
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Captain, 

First Lieutenant, 

Second Lieutenant, 

Brevet Second Lieutenant. 
The last is the lowest grade of officers in the service 
recognised as within the line of promotion. 

It will be obvious to s^ll that, thougji officers would 
not serve without pay, few competent men would be 
willing to devote their lives to the service for the modi- 
cum of pay allowed the lower grades. They submit to 
the servitude and subjection of the life of the subaltern, 
under the expectation that the time will come when long 
service will reap its rewards, and they will enjoy the pri- 
vileges and honors of the highest rank if health and life 
continue so long. This hope would be vain enough 
were it not that some recognised rule existed, according 
to which vacancies created by deafli and the other 
casualties of war were filled. This rule is seniority or 
length of service. All vacancies are filled by the officers 
highest in rank on the grade next below that of the 
officer removed. 

Annexed, however, to this rule, are a few conditions, 
which will be best understood by a statement of the 
custom of the service in such cases. All vacancies to 
the grade of captain, inclusive, are made by regiments. 
Thus, if a vacancy occur in the list of captains in 
the sixth infantry, the first lieutenant highest in rank in 
the same regiment would be promoted, the senior second 
lieutenant would fill the vacancy in the first lieutenantcy, 
and the new vacancy would be filled by an appoint- 
ment. The reason of this is obvious. The regiment 
is a unit, of which the ten companies are firactions, and 
pi-operly enou^, the promotion is made firom the body 
in which the vacancy to be filled occurred^ But were 
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this rule extended throughout, it would follow, that one 
regiment might be commanded by a person compara- 
tively a youth, while aU the captains and some of the 
subalterns of another would be graybeards. It has, 
therefore, been provided, that all the vacancies, after 
the rank of captain, shall be filled by seniority of the 
arm. Thus, if a vacancy occurred in the colonelcy of 
the eighth infantry, the senior lieutenant-colonel of all 
the eight regiments of infantry would be promoted, and in 
his place the senior major, and next the senior captain. 

This system brings about fi-equent communication 
between regiments, and makes one corps of the arm 
acquainted with the merits of the officers of all the rest 
of its series. It prevents isolation and an excessive 
esprit de carpSy which might be as injurious as a total 
absence of it. Promotions in artillery riflemen, mounted 
riflemen and the cavalry, are made in a similar manner, 
by regiments, to the grade of captain, and by arms 
between it and the colonelcies. 

But there is a point where promotion by seniority 
should receive some check. Hardy as soldiers, from 
exercise and the temperate life they usually lead, be- 
come, age presses on them, and they grow sometimes 
superannuated. Therefore it was that congress wisely 
provided that, after the grade of colonel, the commis- 
sions of brigadier and major-generals shall be filled by 
selection from all the colonels of the line and stafi* of 
the army. Were it not so, a colonel bed-ridden might 
be assigned to an important command, as brigadier, and 
the gen^ral-in-chief might be a superannuated dotard. 

During the last few years, an attempt was made to 
postpone or overslaugh several officers in the line of 
prpmotioa; but that provision which requires all ap- 
pointments to be made by and with the consent of 
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the senate^ produced delay, land enabled those who love 
the army, to defeat this unjust attempt. A mmilar ma- 
noeuvre in relation to the navy, was also signally foiled. 

The laws providing for the establishment of the 
several regiments and corps declare that each regiment 
shall be composed of a given number of companies, that 
each company shall consist of a captain, one or more 
first and a given number of second lieutenants, with the 
organization of non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates. To command this force were assigned a 
colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and major, to wljyom recently 
a junior major has been added. The number of young 
officers who left the Military Academy every year made 
it obvious that all would not find vacancies for them, at 
least in time of peace, and the president of the United 
States was authorized to attach them aS' brevet second- 
lieutenants to any regiment the exigencies of the sCTvice 
might ^lake desirable, with the understanding that they 
were to receive the commissions in the lowest grade as 
they happened vacant according to their standing at the 
Military Academy, being always promoted into the 
arm to which they were assigned, but Hot necessarily 
into the regiment. ' 

These officers are called supernumerary lieutenants, 
because they are over and above the number of officers 
allowed by law to every company, not because they are 
more than are required. This will be pecidiariy appa- 
rent when we Remember the numbef of stsdf-officers 
taken fi-om among the subalterns. Among these are 
aides-de-camp, tibe adjutants of infantry and artillery regi- 
ments and officers of the quartermaster's department, 
and the commissariat, with the brevet rafik of captaih. 
An of the above, though permanently Separated from 
their companies and troops, retain their commissions in 
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the line. The apparent purpose is to allow the govern- 
ment^o test in a wide sphere the business capacities of 
an officer before he is permanently separated from his 
line, and placed in such a position, that if found incom- 
petent, he must be retained to the disadvantage of the ser- 
vice, be disbanded with injustice to himself, or replaced 
in the line to the injury of others, who, promoted by hk 
vacancy, have thereby acquired vested rights. 

The regular details for guard duty, police, outposts, 
pickets, &e., in active service weigh heavily on all grades, 
and especially on subalterns. All the officers of a com- 
pany are rarely fit for duty. As before observed, officers 
will occasionally suffer from ill health, must sometimes be 
absent on their own affairs, all of which circumstances 
make this supernumerary lieutenant by no means a super- 
numerary officer. 

The usual manner in which officers are appointed, is 
by letter from the adjutant-general, notifying them of 
then: appointment by and with the consent of the senate. 
The commission soon follows this letter. Their subse- 
quent appomtments or promotions to new commissions 
are by a similar letter, with the additional clause that if 
approved of by the senate the commission will be sent 
at a future day. It is scarcely necessary to say that the 
senate might at any time fail to approve of a prgmo- 
tion^ and thereby overslaugh or postpone any officer. 
Though it have die right to do so, its policy may be 
doubted, as any circumstance which renders an officer 
unfit for promotion would certainly come within the pro- 
vince of a coort martial, which tribunal the author be- 
lieves of all others most apt to be conect in its decisions. 
The eicperience of the army since its establishment has 
shown that these bodies have rarely spared the guilty, 
and never, it is believed, punished the innocent 
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Rigid system of control— But one offence m the aimy— Differ- 
ence of rules as respects officers and men — Government of 
the army—Rules and articles of war. 

The system of control in the army of the United 
States is die most arbitrary in the world, and is neces- 
sarily so. American citizens, grown up in jealousy of 
their rights and privileges, prompt to defend them with 
the right arm and with their voice, would make the army 
one scene of struggle and one great debating society. 
The question of abstract right and wrong is therefore 
never mentioned or even thought of by military men, 
who restrict their researches altogether to discovering 
what the rules and articles of war and the customs of 
the service pennit and forbid. They are directed against 
overt acts exclusively, and recognise no rights but the 
indulgences permitted by themselves. There is, in the 
military code, no justification or excuse admitted. A 
man who violates an article of war, or an order, can 
plead nothing in extenuation. 

An example of this, which is peculiarly striking, is 
the fact, that though the rules of war forbid any one to 
offer personal violence to subordinates, if the colonel 
were to strike the lieutenant, and the latter returned a 
blow for a blow, he would most certainly become liable 
to a court-martial, for mutinous conduct if not for mu- 
tiny. Whether, under these circumstances, any subal- 
tern would ever be arraigned, is a different matter ; cer- 
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tain it is, no court could be convened wh^ch wpuld not 
manage to bring before itself or another the officer really 
to blame. 

There is therefore in the army but one offence, <« dis- 
obedience of orders," and but one rule of conduct, 
passive obedience, — the same which has existed cer- 
tainly from the time of the good centurion and that 
Roman, slain for wiunbg a victory in violation of orders, 
to the present time. Officers are. also held liable to the 
observance of the moral decencies of life, and are pun- 
ishable for violating them, as « conduct unbecoming an 
officer and a gentleman." A similar rule is applied to 
enlisted men, diough in a more restricted sense ; charges 
against them being termed merely violations of such an 
article of war, disobedience of officers, and conduct 
unbecoming a soldier. This has been thought by many . 
ill advised ; for there is no reason why the same high 
standard of gentlemanly bearing should not be proposed 
as well to the humblest sentinel in the rank and file as 
to the major-general commanding the army. 

The government of the army rests on, besides the 
strict code known as the rules and articles of war, and 
printed in another part of this volume, a parental autho- 
rity. Every captain is a kmd of father to his men, 
whom it is his duty to protect, to restrain, and it may 
be, to punish, within the bounds of a reasonable discre- 
tion. As punishments for flight violations of duty, it is 
usual to award extra guard duty, and such minor penal- 
ties as come within the compass of those things which, 
even without the commission of any offence, an officer 
might command any one to perform. 

The rules and articles of war, it will be seen, award 
to the great majority of offences the punishment of 
death, which, though subsequently forbidden to be in- 
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flicted, except during war, constitutes a criterion^ the 
consequences of which are important in the regulation 
of the discipline of the army. The law provides two 
courts for the puniidiment of military crimes, one of 
which is known as a regimental and the other as a gene- 
ral court martial. 

The second is for the punishment of those ofiences 
of which death, in time of war, is made the penalty, 
and may inflict any penalty except it and corporal 
punishment by stripes, (exclusively appropriated to 
desertion). Imprisonment for a given period, or dur- 
ing the term of service, forfeiture of pay for a time, or 
in totOy the ball and chain, irons, hard labor, solitary 
confinement, and from time to time other punishments 
scarcely in consonance with the spirit of the age, are 
those most usually inflicted. The following is the 
organization of this court : it holds its session by virtue 
of the order of the President of the United States, the 
general-in-chief, of a general or colonel commaiiding a 
separate department. It can be convened by no officer 
of less rank, and should consist of thirteen members 
with a commissioned officer as judge advocate, the duty 
of whom it is to superintend both the interests of the 
United States, technically the prosecutor, and that of the 
prisoner. Sometimes a less number than thirteen officers 
are convened, but in that case the rescript for the court 
must state that « a greater number cannot be convened 
without manifest injury to Hie service." Such a court in 
time of vrar may inflict the punishment pf death by 
shooting, for any offence made capital by law, and in 
lime of peace may punish desertion by stripes. It 
alone can try a commissioned officer, in which case its 
members must be higher in rank than the {>erson ar- 
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raign^d^ or at |ea$t not liable to be promoted by the 
foc^eitare of hi3 commissioD. 

In its procedures the forms of the civil law are fol- 
lowed* The evidence of the witnesses is recorded by 
the judge advocate, and subsequently signed by them. 
No vntness is suffered to remain in court while another is 
t>eing examinedj and when tlie case is terminated the 
court with closed doors deliberate on the verdict and 
sentence, which the members are sworn not to disclose 
until publ^ed by proper authority, and not to reveal 
die vote of any particular member of the court unless 
called upon to do so by a due court of law. 

When an officer has been tried, if the sentence ex- 
tend to loss of commission, the president of the United 
States alone has power to approve of tibe sentence, and 
the record is forwarded to him in person in an envelope 
under cover to the adjutant-general of the army. The 
usual punishments inflicted on officers^ are suspension 
from rank, pay, and command, or from rank and com- 
mand for a given time, cashiering and dismission from 
the service. The difference between the two last is^ 
that an officer cashiered becomes disabled from serving 
the United States in any civil or military capacity what- 
ever. The records of a court martial are certified to bj 
its president and judge advocate. 

A regimental court martial is convened by order of 
the commanding officer of the regunent^ and must con- 
sist of three officers. It is authorized to try only enlisted 
men, and them for offences not capital, tt can inflict 
no punishment, the duration of which is more than one 
month, and can sentence the soldier to lose not more 
than one month's pay. The junior member of a regi- 
mental court is its recorder, and the documents it puts 
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forth are sent to the colonel throu^ the adjutant. A 
colonel may order a regimental court martial at any post 
at which a portion of his regiment is serving, providmg 
they are not under the command of an officer of another 
corps. 

Where two corps, as horse and foot, are serving at 
one post, its commander may order what is termed a 
garrison court martial, the jurisdiction of which is iden- 
tical with that of a regimental court. 

There is yet one other court convened by military 
authority, which is called a court of inquiry. This 
body is not unfrequently convened by request of an offi- 
cer, to report and place on record the facts of any event 
which might subsequently become matter of contro- 
versy. If an officer to whom a large sum of money had 
been confided were to lose it by shipwreck, the enemy, 
or otherwise, it would be to his interest to establi^ the 
facts. If an officer in suppressing mutmy were to slay 
a junior or an enlisted man, the custom of the service 
would prescribe that he should request the convening 
of a court of inquiry to report the fiicts. The usual 
number of persons assembled for this purpose is three, 
one of whom is also the recorder ; and it is understood 
that they are bound by no rules of evidence, but report 
jsimply the equitable facts of the case, as they can best 
ascertain them. Any officer in command of a depart- 
ment, may order a court of inquiry, at the request of the 
officer or man mterested. The reason of the proviso is 
obvious, as this right, intended for the protection of the 
officer, might be distorted into the greatest source of 
oppression. 

There are also convened boards of survey, &c., the 
object of which, however, is perfectly ministerial, being 
called only to report on the condition of ordnance 
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Stores, quarter property, commissariat supplies, cavalry 
and artillery horses, &c. 

In every post is a guard-house, a shelter for the sen- 
tinels not on duty, and made use of also as a prison. 
The commander of the guard is, in small corps, the 
{superintendent of all punishments inflicted by courts 
martial. In larger bodies, this disagreeable duty is 
confided to a provost-marshal. Stripes are usually in- 
flicted at parade, in presence of the whole command, 
and at the time of the promulgation of the finding of 
tne court. Hiis humiliating punishment is rare in the 
army; but, when inflicted, regard is had to true hu- 
manity, and it is administered with a severity sufficient 
to make it fulfil its true object, to become a wsgrhmg to 
misdoers. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Routine of duty in eamp and garriflon--Gaard-mounting— 
Parade and police — Company kitelienB, rations, &c. — ^Bread 
— Guard duty — Sentinele-— Parole and connterngn-— Omduet 
of sentinels on poet— Respect due them. 

It is a general impression, that when not on ijae 
march or in action, the majority of every army lead s^i 
idle life. This is a great mistake. Troops in garrison 
have many things to attend to, none of which can be 
neglected without manifest injury to public property or 
to discipline. 

To maintain the latter, it is asserted that every mo- 
ment of the soldier's time is at the disposal of the 
country; and, to prevent this from becoming a mere 
theory, roll-calls are frequently held, to be absent from 
which is a militaiy offence, and punishable as such by 
sentence of a regimental court martial, or, more fre- 
quently, at the discretion of the commanding officer of 
the company or troop. It would obviously enough be 
a matter of great labor, and consume much time, were 
the great roll of a regiment called at once. It is there- 
fore usual for each company to parade separately 
and answer by itself to the roll, tfie first sergeant of 
each receivmg the reply of each enlisted man, as his 
name is called; the officers reporting m person the;r 
presence. 

The first roll-call is usually at dawn, and, according 
to it, die daily or morning report of each company is 
made, and the report of « present," « absent," " sick," 
&c., handed in to regimental head-quarters. This call 
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is at the first beat, or the reveUkf at which hour the 
morning gun is fired. 

Twenty-five minutes afterwards, when ihe quarters of 
the men shaU have been put in police, is sounded, in 
mounted r^ments, the stable-call, or signal to attend tp 
the dressing, food and water of the horses of the regi- 
OQient 

At seven o'clock, or afterwards, as the season of the 
year may be, the call for breakfast is beat or blown, at 
which time ihere is another roll-call. The intervening 
period between reveille and break&st-call, is fully occu- 
pied in preparation for the morning parade, which takes 
place at troop, or nine o'clock, A. M. ; arms are bright- 
ened, boots blacked, metal ornaments cleaned, and uni- 
forms brushed, during this time. 

Half an. hour before break&st is usually blown or 
beat the sick call, attended only by orderly sergeants of 
companies and persons anxious to consult the medical, 
officers of the regiment. 

At the morning parade, conducted with great form 
and a most imposing ceremony, the national flag is 
hoisted, as the music beats down the line. The cere-, 
mony over, the officers advance and salute their. com- 
mander, by uncovering, and the companies separately 
are inarched to their quarters and dismissed, to replace 
their full uniforms by the simpler dress known as the 
fatigue. 

The ceremony of guard-mountmg then takes place, 
at which time the various out-posts, camp-guards, &€., 
are inspected, and, under charge of their respective 
officers, marched to their stations. At the same time 
the police party, charged with keeping the garrison or 
oamp in order, commence their duties, and the party 
previously in charge is relieved. 

Vol. I. 7 
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Every change of guard, &c., in the army, is coi>- 
ducted with appropriate ceremonies, the minuHm of 
which ifould scarcely interest the general reader. 

At noon the first sergeant's call is sounded or beat, 
at which time these non-eomnussioned officers repair io^ 
the adjutant's office and receive all orders of a geneiri 
nature, which it is their duty to report at once, whether 
they be written or verbal, to the officers of their corn- 



One o'clock is the hour for dinner, when there is 
another roll-call. Discipline would require thai the 
officers should dine at the same time in their f^iparopiiate 
mess^ 

Each company ra ganisoii receives its rations usually 
through one of its seigeants. Hie provisions are prepued 
by cooks detailed from the company in the mes»*room. 
The ration is ample and sufficient, &r b^ter in quantity 
than is enjoyed by laboring mcA generaBy. 

The quartermaster's department issues fhel and s 
few buck^t-Uke utensils of iron, caUed camp-ketdes ; but 
not plates, knives, or a^y of the other similar neoessaiies 
of civilized life. The soldier from his peculbm^ is not, 
however, called on to make an expenditure &r these 
necessaries, which are purchased firom what is called 
the company fond. lUs is obtained in the following 
manner: 

The ration of flour to each enlisted man is twenty 
ounces weight It has been found that in every well- 
regulated bakery, 33| per centum weight is gained in 
the preparation of bread from chemical actitcm, and die 
addition of yeast, water, and oth^ ingredi^ts. When, 
dierefore, a company draws from the conuxnssariat a 
hundred pounds of flour, it is handed at onee to die 
garrison bakehouse, superintended by the same body 
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^ich affixes a piioe on tke mifler'B goods, who return 
to the conqrany a hundred pounds of bread, and c<m?ert 
the 33^ per cent, dther by the sale of bread or flour, 
inlo a fund which is expended in the purchase of books, 
subscription to journals, provision for childi|fn attached 
to the regiment, purchase cS the minor coadbrts of life 
for the troops, &c. 

The rest of the ration is kept by the companies them- 
selves ; and being more than sufficient for their comfort, 
a surplus is returned to the commissaiy , who pays cash for 
k, expended afterwards for the comfort of the company. 

The post fund receives no little increase monthly 
by a tax of so much per man levied on the sutler in 
consideration of his exclusive privilege of vending mer- 
diandise to the troqps. These funds being derived from 
the rations of the eidisted men, they alone receive benefit 
firom than* 

There is another roU*call at retreat or sunset, when 
the flag is struck, and then at about nine o'clock, P. M., 
or taitoOf soon after which, at a riven signal {tapg)j all 
Iqi^ are extinguished and the men required to be in 
their quarters. At retreat there is usuadly another pa- 
rade, similar to that of the morning, when orders, &c., 
sure made known to the whole command. 

The intervening time is occupied by drills, police, 
&C. There never was a garrison so perfect in order and 
discipline that something could not be added to its com- 
fort by the judicious application of labor. When it is 
recollected that the great majority of the military posts 
of the country are in the Indian territory beyond the 
pale of civilization, where the wear and tear of buildings 
must be repaired by the hands (^ those who inhabit them, 
it will be seen that the grass rarely has time to grow in 
the soldier's pathway. 
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No small part of the comfort of eveiy post will be 
found to depend on the condition of the company gar- 
dens, which at some seasons of the year will occupy all 
the time of the command which is unoccupied by stricdy 
military du^. 

The guard duty of the army is onerous enough, and 
it with the other regular details will occupy one-tenth 
portion of the strength of a regiment A man who has 
passed eight hours of the twenty-four on his feet, and has 
been permitted during the other sixteen only to eqoy 
such rest as he could take in full uniform and marching 
order, has affair excuse for rest the next day. 

Every regiment mounts one or more guards, varying 
in number in proportion to its strength, the men of 
which are divided into three relie& or portions, each of 
which is on post for two hours and in the guard house or 
tent for four, after which it returns to duty again. The 
sentinels are posted wherever the commanding officer may 
think fit, and are ordered by day and night to protect all 
property frota theft or wanton injury. They are also or- 
dered to prevent all egress and ingress by unauthorized 
persons between tattoo and reveille. 

The sentinel on post knows no one unless possessed 
of the countersign, or watchword, announced every day 
by the adjutant in a sealed note, and imparted only to 
those persons by rank or duty entitled to pass to or fro 
unquestioned. Any one who has authority to pass thus, 
will either be placed in possession of the countersign, or 
accompanied in person by one who is. Yet another 
pass-word is given out to limit yet farther communi- 
cation with the guard. This is called the parole. 

Guards and sentinels while on duty are bound to 
respect officers, to all of whom they pay the military 
compliment of a salute ; to the commanding officers and 
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aO having the rank of field-officers and generals they 
present arms; to company officers they simply carry ^ 
not pausing in their wdk. All bodies of troops, colors, 
&c.y marching by they acknowledge with a salute. 
Medical officers receive the same compliments as offi- 
cers of &e grades with which they have assimilated 
rank. 

It is a matter of military conduct long established, 
that a sentinel is supreme on his post, and should be in* 
terfered with by no one, except his superiors in his own 
guard, the officer of the day, or the commander of the 
garrison. No one else is competent to give him any 
command ; and in case his orders are violated, he may 
legally enforce obedience with the loaded weapon he 
carries, or in any other manner. 



The foregoing is an account of the organization and 
routine of duty in the army, and may aptly terminate 
this first book. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



BOOK II. 
THE GENERAL-IN-CHIEF. 
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Alexander Macomb, 
Late General in-Chief 
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CHAPTER I. 

Lonisiaiia— Increase of anny-— War of 18 12-' 15— Secretary 
of war — Major-generals — Conflict of rank — Brevet-rank 
again. 

As previously stated, though the army of the United 
States had been partially, disbanded, after the termina- 
tion of the brief war with France, it had never ceased 
to exist. At the time of the acquisition of Louisiana, 
by Mr. Jefferson, it had been found necessary to garri- 
son the forts of this vast territory, at least with a few 
troops attached to the country, until the new acquisition 
ahodd have been filled up with persons bom American 
citizens. The wisdom of this policy was afterwards 
fully experienced, at the time of that series of dark 
cabals known, if not in the history, at least in the 
legends of the country, as Burr's conspiracy. The army, 
at the time of the first apprehended difficulties with 
Great Britain, had also been increased, but always by a 
few regiments at a time; so that it was not thought 
necessary to establish the office of general-in-chief. 

The president was therefore in fact, as in law, the 
head of the military establishment of the United States ; 
and the troops of every section of the country were 
commanded by generals who, without regard to rank, 
were as independent of each other as, in the British ser- 
vice, a major-general commandmg in Canada is of a 
lieutenant-general at the head of the army in Ireland. 

On this system, the whole of the campaigns of the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



106 THE 6EH£aAL-IN*CUI£F. 

last war were fought, — it would be wrong to say con- 
ducted, — ^for there was everfrwhere absent the evidence 
of a master mind, which should hare directed the gene- 
ral plan of operations. We shall see that there is eyi- 
dence only that one jitoi was eyer ttaced ; and this was 
not fought in consequence of the ratification of peace. 

After the reduction of the army in 1821, it was seen 
that even the limited establishment then retained, should 
be commanded by a military man rather than a civilian. 
There are many and cardinal objections to the secretary 
of war commanding the army. Not the least of these 
is, that if he attend to the many other functions of 
his high office, the estimates, the communication witb, 
and government oi^ the Indian tribes, he has quite suffi- 
cient to occupy his time. The command of the army 
also embraces many matters of detail, depending on t^ 
customs of service, wUch of course cannot be known to 
a mere civilian. 

General Brown had esomed this high trust by his con- 
duct of the campaign of 1814 ; and moreover, at the 
time of his appointment (May, 1821), was the eemx 
general of the service. After his death, on tfie tvrenty* 
ninth of February, 1828, the command was confided to 
General Alexander Macomb, who, by his uniform gal- 
lantry throughout the war, and especially at Plattd>uig, 
had merited his very enviable reputation. From 1828, 
until June 25, 1841, — the day of his death, — this com- 
mission was held by Greneral Macomb. He was suc- 
ceeded by the present distinguished general-m-chi^, 
WiNFiELD ScoTT,onwhomMr.Tylerconferredthe com^ 
mand on the 25th of July, following. 

The reduction of 1821 retained in the service but 
three other officers with the rank of g^eral, two of 
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whom (Generals Craines and Jesrup) have been in com- 
mission without interruption since. On the appoint- 
ment of General Scott to the head of the anny, the rank 
of brigadier-general was conferred on the senior inspec* 
toi^general, John £. Wool, who, in addition to the rank 
of his commission, that of colonel^ had held from April 
29, 1826, the brevet of the grade to which he was ap- 
pointed. General Jesup had been appointed quarter- 
master-general with the rank of brigadier, May 8, 1818, 
and had received the brevet of brigadier-general ten 
years afterwards, as was the custom of that day. General 
Gaines received his brevet as major-general for the de- 
fence of Fort Erie. It is dated August 15, 1814. 

When the war with Mexico broke out, the president 
was authorized to appoint another major-general and 
two more brigadiers from the army proper. He con- 
ferred the first on General Taylor, who, for his conduct 
in Florida, and at Palo Alto and La Resaca, had earned, 
while yet a colonel, the successive brevets of brigadier 
and major^'geBeral. The two brigades were conferred 
on Colonels David E. Twiggs, of the second, and 
Stephen Watts Kearney, of the first dragoons. 

It may not here be improper again to refer briefly 
to the subject of brevet rank. If it be held to confer 
command, General Gaines, with his brevet dating back 
to August 15, 1814, must be declared senior to Greneral 
Taylor, and General Worth, a colonel in the army, with 
the brevet of major-general gallantly won in firont of 
Monterey, the senior both of Wool, Kearney, and 
Twiggs. Nor would the matter rest here. A crowd of 
colonels of the staff and line would arise like the 
shadows in Macbeth's hall, with ghosts of old service, 
and claim command over their military superiors. 

Long precedent would be offered for these; and 
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many brevets, cojifenred by the wiD of the executive 
alone (for until recently the consent of the senate was 
not required to a breret), would supersede full commis> 
sions given with all the requisitions and conditions of 
the law. 

Besides the above, who hold full commissions as 
generals, are the following officers with both regimental 
and army rank arranged, with precedence according to 
the first. 

Hugh Brady, - - Colonel 2d infantry, July 6, 1812. 

George Gibson, - - Colonel staff, April 18, 1818. 

Matthew Arbuckle, - Colonel 7th infantry, March 16, 1880. 

Nathan Towson, - - Colonel staff. May 8, 1823. 

Roger Jones, • - • Colonel staff, March 7, 1825. 

George M. Brooke, - Colonel 5th infantry, July 15, 1831 1 

W. J. Worth, - - Colonel 8th infantry, July 7, 1838. 

AU of these officers have a brevet rank, the conse- 
quence of which will be striking. If it have effect, 
they oiust be arranged thus : 

W. J. Worth, - Major-general by brevet, September, 1846. 
Hugi| Brady, - - Brevet brigadier-general, July 6, 1822. 
George M. Brooke, « «< « September 17, 1824. 

George Gibson, - « « " April 29, 1826. 

Matthew Arbuckle, " « « March 16, 1830. 

Roger Jones, - « <« « June 7, 1832. 

Nathan Towson, - « <« « June 30, 1834. 

The consequence further would be that Brigadier- 
Generals John E. Wool, David E. Twiggs, and Stephen 
W. Kearney, with full commissions, would be compelled » 
to take rank below one of the youngest colonels of the 
infantry, and below General Brady. Those generals 
would in that case be reduced below all the brevet 
brigadier-generals in the army, with the exception of 
Wool, who has a brevet which would give him rank, 
according to this theory, from April 29, 1826. 
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This whole theory seems based upon a misconcep* 
tioiL Bxevet rank is an imitation of the English service, 
where it has never been acknowledged in the body of a, 
regiment. Now in the English army there is no com- 
mission above that of colonel, the subsequent grades of 
major-general, lieutenant-general, general, and field- 
marshal being always conferred by brevet. Under these 
circumstances, of course, brevet rank has effect, there 
being no lineal rank to conflict with it, the acceptance 
of any brevet above the commission of colonel, being a 
promotion and vacatmg the prior commission. It is. 
worth while here say, that the commission of colonel in 
England is not a technical command, but rather to be 
considered an emolument conferred on general officers. 
In one instance it has been held by a princess of the 
blood. 

The annals of the army show more dispute to have 
arisen in consequence of this brevet rank, than all other 
matters in dispute. It seems to have had the property 
of transmuting the calmest and best-tempered men into 
hectoring and quarrelsome Bobadils. It is much to be 
regretted that congress did not accede to a petition 
made several years ago by General Scott, and by a de- 
claratory act define it in one of the only ways by which 
this question can be terminated — ^by declaring either 
that brevets do not confer command, or are commis- 
sions. 
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Extnotkm of Geneial Soott~*Early edncatioiH-Stttdy of the 
law— PropoB^d removal to South Carolina-— Service as a pri- 
vate dragoon — Appointment in the army— Ordered to New 
Orleans— Trial— Return to Virginia. 

Foa two genefationSy die ancestiMB of Winfield Scott 
have been bora in Virgiua. Hia father was ihe grand- 
son of a Scottish gentteman, who, after the sad affidr 
g[ 1745y when the hopes of the Stuarts were &tally 
wrecked, emigrated to Aaierica and established himself 
OB an estate near Petersbui^, where the present general 
was born. He was a second son, having an elder bro* 
ther James, who commanded one of the Virginia regi- 
ments stationed at Norfolk during the war ot 1812. 

The mother of General Scott was named Ann Mason, 
a member of an old Vii^ia fiqnily celebrated both be* 
fore and since the revolution. The jfather of General 
Scott was a planter and died young, leaving the charge 
of the education of his sons to his widow, a task she ful- 
filled ably until her deadi in 1803. Winfield Scott was 
then at that most critical period of life, the age of seven- 
teen. He gave promise of what he has since become. 
He was brave, bold, and buoyant, partaking of that 
fiery and ambitious nature which characterized the state 
in which he was bom. 

He was at school with the celebrated Ogilvie, of 
Richmond, for some time, preparing himself for the bar, 
it is said, and under the tuition of that able master, who 
taught almost every one who since has become disdn- 
guished in Virginia, and laid the foundation of the scholar- 
ship for ^^llich he has since been remarkable. Many 
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who are now living in Richmond remember General 
Scott at that day, and add to the admiration of high talent 
and renown he has acquired, the tribute of personal 
friendship won only by die qualities of the heart. 

From the high school at Richmond, which was not 
a chartered institution but a private enterprise, Win- 
field Scott went to the university of William and Maiy, 
that alma mater of Jefferson, Madison, and all the 
worthies of Vir^ia. This institution, then under the 
control of Bishop Madisdh, a man of no small reputation 
in his own state, was in the height of its prosperity and 
considered to ofier greater advantages than any other 
college in the United States. By many illustrious men, 
not the least of whom is Scott, ibis idea is shown to be 
well founded. 

He there studied law, and in the office of David 
Robertson (well known in the legal literature of V irgmia 
and the Union as the reporter of Burr's trial), who had 
been the tutor of his mother's brothers, completed his 
studies, and was admitted to the bar in 1806. 

Scott was without fortune, and, anxious to advance 
himself as rapidly as possible, determined to avoid the 
competition he knew awaited him at home from the 
many able lawyers the bar of Virginia then comprised, 
who from fortune and extraneous circumstances might 
be enabled to excel him. He determined to establish 
himself in Charleston, South Carolina, and for that pur- 
pose made a trip thither in 1807. The year that inter- 
vened he passed in the office of his friend, Watkins 
Leigh, who has since received from his native state every 
honor it could heap on him. Though Mr. Leigh was 
some years the senior of General Scott, an intimacy 
begun in boyhood was then matured into a friendship 
firm as one based on mutual respect must ever be. 
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During the fall of the year 1807 he went to South 
Carolina, where he would have remained, but for a cir- 
cumstance which, though regretted at the time, has 
doubtless been the source of all his subsequent fortunes. 
The law of South Carolina required that all persons 
admitted to practise law should have resided a year pre- 
viously within the commonwealth. A bill was intro- 
duced into both the state senate and house of representa- 
tives, to exempt General Scott from this proviso. It 
passed one house, but failed in the other. Had it passed, 
it is more than probable that he would not have been 
conspicuous as the champion of his country, and that 
the talent which made him the pacificator of South Caro- 
lina would have been exerted with &at of his two dis- 
tinguished countrymen,* Calhoun and Preston, as a 
vindicator of nullification. Who can say what in this 
case would have been the result? 

Previous to his departure for South Carolina, he had 
volunteered as a member of a troop of horse from Peters- 
burg, called out by Mr. Jefferson to enforce his procla- 
mation excluding British vessels from the harbors of the 
United States. This troop was stationed on the shores 
of Linhaven Bay durmg the short time it was in ser- 
vice. 

The tour of duty was soon over, and was not re- 
markable for anything except that Watkins Leigh and 
Winfield Scott served in it as ftiU privates, and may be 
considered as fair specimens of that spirit which has 
ever induced the little town of Petersburg to boast that 
it was the cockade of the Union. 

This was the period when the national spirit was 
roused into fury by the attack on the Chesapeake frigate ; 
and in all the discussions which took place in J^astom 

♦ Both are Virginians. 
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Vug^ay Soote participated^ siding wilii the democratic 
party of that day. He \vas a >¥arm adrocate of the 
embaurgo law, wUch was enacted in December of 1807^ 
and of the non-intercouise law, which did not pass until 
March, 1808. 

Daring this session of congress a biU was introduced, 
increamng the army, but a skeleton of which had been 
retained since the disbandment of the Oxford forces; 
and Scott applied for one of the commissions. The 
anxiety for war in the countiy had, however, somewhat 
subsided ; and, as the biU did not pass at once, be de* 
voted himself to his practice, which had begun already 
to promise him fan^ and emdument. The bill passed, 
however, about the end of April, and, though' but 
twenty-two years old, he received a <^ptamcy of light 
artillery. 

Many jn'ominent men seem to have foreseen Scott's 
future success, and to have been aware of his merit ; 
among whom w^e the Hon. Spencer Roane, then or 
afterwards president of the Virginia court of appeals, 
and W. B. Giles, a distinguished citizen of Virginia, who 
subsequently became governor of the state and a senator 
of the United States. 

General Scott's first commission was dated May Sd,^ 
1806 ; and, with the exception of Grenerals Arbuckle, 
Brady and Gaines, and Colonels Many, Walbach, Whist- 
ler and Totten, he has been in the service longer than 
any other now m commission. The 3d of May is a 
common date among the old officers of the army ; but 
General Scott, it is believed, was always senior in rank to 
the several distinguished generals, among whom are Gib- 
son and Jesup, who were first appointed on the same day. 

The war, which had seemed so imminent, still did 
not come. The people of the United States seemed to 
Vol. I. 8 
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forget {hey had a country, k. the intensity of their sym- 
pathy either with France or England. In large sections 
of the republic there existed a party so completely Anti- 
Gallican, that it opposed the war, not because it disap- 
proved of it either on abstract principles or on the 
ground of policy, but because the declaration by the 
United States would «be a powerful assistance to that 
French emperor whom it so much detested. It is not 
improbable that the war never would have occurred 
had not Great Britain, with most inconceivable arro- 
gance, ventured to reassert her already antiquated usur- 
pation of the practice of impressment of persons bom 
her subjects, wherever she might find them. To make 
this outrage yet more intolerable, it was not confined to 
these only, but, in many instances, Americans, who had 
never seen England, were forced to serve under a flag 
they had discarded, against nations with whom their 
country was at peace. 

During the discussions which preceded the war more 
immediately, Scott did not participate, firom the fiict that 
he bore the military commission of his countiy. He 
had, however, been bred in the Jefiersonian school of 
politics (no man in Virginia ever professed any other), 
and supported warmly Mr. Jefferson and his successor, 
Mr. Madison. 

Immediately on his appointment. Captain Scott pro- 
ceeded to recruit his company, which he did in Rich- 
mond smd the villages about it. As the new territory 
acquired by the United States in the purchase of Louisi- 
ana was supposed to be peculiarly liable to invasion by 
Britain, no small portion of new levies were ordered 
thither, among which was Captain Scott's company of 
. flying artillery. This apprehension was well founded. 
No one who has studied the policy of Great Britain can 
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doubt that nothing but the demonstrations made by the 
United States against Canada diverted England from 
such a scheme in the first year of the war, and that if 
General Jackson had failed in repulsing Packenham, the 
sale by Napoleon would have been disregarded, ancl 
Louisiana either been returned to the Bourbons or 
retained as an English dependency. Diis alUer pkumt ; 
and this circumstance, in addition to its peculiar brilliancy, 
has contributed to make the campaign of General Jack- 
son at New Orleans one of the most important which 
have ever ministered to the progress of humsmity. 

The keen and astute English politicians had not 
been insensible' to the vast commercial importance of 
the mouth of the Mississippi. They were aware of the 
value of that mighty river for which their fathers had 
waged a war of a century, and longed to strike one blow 
for its recovery from the grasp of their ofispring, of 
whom they had become jealous. They knew it was 
destined ultimately to become the home of the greater 
portion of the race which spoke their tongue. It is by 
no means unlikely that the United States were driven to 
hostility to afford an excuse for seizing that territory and 
changmg into subsidiaries a nation of rivals. Luckily, 
however, the people of the United States saw this, and 
the homely maxim oiforevmrmd forearmed was brilli- 
antly illustrated. 

The letters of General Scott at this. period, carefully 
treasured up by many firiends, exhibit a mind inquir- 
ing even beyond his age, looking deeply and seeing dis- 
tinctly fer into the resources of this country. He saw 
in it the germ of great prosperity, and while aware that 
in its forests were hidden twen^ rivals of his idolized 
native state, he saw the elements of the future irresistible 
power of the Union. 
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Captain Scott was ordered to Louisiana in the year 
1809, as ha9 been stated, holding his first commission; 
that of captain ; and there made his ddnd in actual ser- 
vice. The army unfortunately was not then what it is 
now ; and he had to live familiarly with many, of whom, 
under other circumstances, he certainly would not have 
made associates. The militaiy academy had then been 
but a short time in operation, and in spite of the pre- 
sence of the gallant Gaines, the sturdy Arbuckle, Many, 
and even at that time the veteran Walbach, the morale 
of the army was at as low an ebb as the tone, of edu*- 
cation, and the mass looked with jealousy on any one 
with greater acquirements than themselves. Petty di& 
Acuities soon occurred, in which General Wilkinson had 
so little dignity as to suffer himself to be involved. 

The origin of these difficulties was curious. Time has 
so obscured the motives and conduct of Colonel Aaron 
Burr, in relation to his Mexican scheme, that very many 
are now found who believe that wild jas it was, there 
was no treason meditated against the United States. 
Such, however, was not the general opinion of the day; 
and Scott, who had been a spectator of his trial at Rich* 
mond, a pupil of David Robertson, who reported it, 
and a friend of Hay, the district attorney, who had 
prosecuted BuiT, was familiar with all its details, and had 
formed the most unfavorable opinion in relation to him, 
Wilkinson, and U is said other persons, who subse- 
quently obtained high rank, but had been more than, 
suspected of having shared the peril of this secret.. 

General Wilkinson then commanded in New Orleans ; 
and having become satisfied that Scott possessed a cool 
head, a ready pen, a strong arm, and great resolution, 
sought to m^ke him his firiend. He failed to do so, and 
having yet fiirther compromised himself, sought by a 
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series of petty annoyances to force the young captain 
from the «errice. 

A blander of the general, not die only one he ever 
committed, soon brought die dijfficulty to a climax. In 
th6 middle of the summer of 1809, the troops were 
encamped below New Orieaos, near the river. It is 
scarcely necessary to say what were the consequences of 
this step. The only firmiand to be found there, is a nar- 
row strip ii)Qmediately on the bank, which is checkered 
by sluggish bayouSj communicating with the marshes 
which constitute tbe greater part of the delta. Violent 
fevers occurred wfaidi carried off more than half of the 
army, and forced the general to remove the remainder 
to Natdiez, where the hills first approach the Mississippi. 
General Wilkinson was at once relieved by General 
Hampton, and ordered to Washington that his conduct 
might be investigated. 

The general's conduct on this and other occasions 
Was the subject of very general remark, and as he was 
not in cammandj was censured with much freedom. 
Captain Scott, who was then but twenty-three years of 
age, participated in these strictures, which some mischief- 
maker reported to the general. Officers of rank, firom 
the nature of things, have a kind of fellow feeling for 
^ach other ; and it was not difi^cult to induce General 
Hampton to order a court martial to try a captain of 
artillery, who had dared to scrutinize the conduct of a 
general officer. General Wilkinson had not as yet left 
Louisiana for Washington, and the conviction of Cap- 
tain Scott was probably intended to be a kind of 
endorsement of his own character. Just then it needed 
fiome such certificate. 

The charges against Captam Scott were two, and an 
additional charge : 
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The first was, conduct unbecoming an officer and a 
gentleman ; the specification or allegation on which this 
charge was based, was that Captain Scott had, in Sep- 
tember and October, 1809, withheld firom his men their 
pay. 

The second charge was also unofficerlike conduct, 
and the specification stated that Scott had behaved disre- 
spectfiilly to his superior officer, in violation of the sixth 
article of war.* To support this there was no evi- 
dence. 

The third or additional charge was unofficerlike and 
ungentlemanly conduct. Its specification alleged that 
at a dinner-table Captain Scott had stated that Colonel 
Burr and General Wilkinson were both traitors, and 
that the latter was a liar and scoundrel. 

The finding and sentence of the court vnll best explain 
the idea they took of the matter. 

1 . « Guilty of the first specification of the first charge, 
and pronounce his conduct unofficer-like. (Not ungenr 
tlemanly.) 

2. " The court acquit the prisoner of the second 
charge and specification. 

3. "The court find the prisoner guilty of the. first 
specification of the additional charge, but not guilty of 
the second specification; and pronounce his conduct 
unofficer-like ; and sentence him to be suspended firom 
all rank, pay, and emoluments, for the space of twelve 
months. But the court have no hesitation in acquitting 
the prisoner of all fraudulent intentions in detaining the 
pay of Ms men. — The court adjourned. 

« * * The court met pursuant to adjournment, and 

*See Appendix. 
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recommended to the general the remission of nine 
months of Captain Scott's suspension. 
(Signed,) <'H. RUSSELL, 

Colonel of the 7th infantry, president. 

WILLIAM KING, 
Lieutenant of in&ntry, judge advocate.'* 

It will also be remembered that this ^ourt was con- 
vened by Scott's opponents, of old officers to try one 
who, recently appointed to a company without having 
submitted to the probation of a lieutenancy, was thought 
an intruder. 

The circumstances of the charge which relates to his 
company's pay may need some explanation. Captain 
Scott was an inexperienced officer, and little familiar with 
the routine of the army. He had recruited his company 
in the interior of Virgmia, and while there, previous to 
his going southward, had received several hundred dol- 
lars for their service. The system of army accounta- 
bility is peculiar. Not unfrequently the returns of men 
who have been twenty years in the service are sent back 
for informality, and some of the receipts taken by the 
young captain, though they would have been satisfactory 
vouchers in any court of Christendom, would not satisfy 
the second auditor. The amount thus unaccounted for 
was less than fifty dollars. The court, however, by 
acquitting him of all fi^udulent intention, have placed 
the matter in its true light. 

On one charge he was found guilty, and suspended 
from command for a year. 

This trial took place at Washington, ne^r Natchez, 
where such an interpretation was placed on the whole 
afiair, that the citizens of the town and neighborhood 
almost immediately ofiered him a pul)lic dmner, which 
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he accepted. General Hampton lemitted no poitian of 
Scott's sentence, and he theref<»re r^urned to ViigiB^' 

Wilkinson was lutfortunate as a man and as a gene- 
ral ; and, perhaps, aggravated by the comparison people 
would make of his wretched campaign in 1813, and his 
ignoble repulse in 1814, with the triumphs of Scott at 
Niagara, &c., published, immediately after the war, an 
account of this court martial, which otherwise would 
have slept amid the records of an obscure frontier post. 
The blow recoiled on himself, and recsllled public atten- 
tion to scenes and recollections it would have been iar 
better for his &me had he left undisturbed. 

While in Virginia, Scott was invited by his old friend, 
Mr. Leigh, to make his house his home^^ and, by his 
advice, prosecuted the study of the theory of his pro- 
fession. This year of study probably contributed, more 
than anything else, to make Scott what he afterwawis 
became, one of the most thorough tacticians of the day^ 
by inspiring a taste for researches into the profundities 
of the military art, which have been prosecuted in all his 
moments of leisure, for thirty-five years. The result 
of this application has given him a position certainly 
second to that of no one of the great military men of 
the age. 

The danger of hostilities had again become immi- 
nent, and Captain Scott was afraid that war would be de- 
clared before his sentence had expired. This, however, 
was not the case, — his sentence expiring in 1811, while 
war was not declared until June 18th, 1812 ; long pre- 
vious to which. Captain Scdtt had been returned to 
duty. He was in the interim the judge advocate of the 
court martial which tried an officer of rank ; and, in 
his management ^f the case, showed that he had not 
forgotten his first profession, the law. The people of 
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the United States had lost all patience at the many indig- 
nities ofiered by Great Britain, and had by no means for- 
gotten Iheir hostile intentions. PreTious to the positive 
dedaration of war, General Hull had been assigned to 
the command of the territory of Michigan, with an 
army intended and ptepared to invade Canada. Gene- 
ral WiQiam Henry Harrison had also been authorized to 
raise a body of two regiments of mounted men, which 
he did without difficulty, from the state of Kentue)^ 
and the territories north of the Ohio river. 

Hull with his forces arrived at Detroit on the 30th 
of June, and on the 12th of July crossed the river of 
Detroit for the purpose of conquering Canada. After 
issuing a proclamation like nothing the world had previ- 
ously seen (Ampudia had not then written), he suffered 
a month to pass by in inactivity, and on the 14th of Au- 
gust siUTendered to -General Brock one of the best 
equipped armies the countiy had as yet put in the field. 

Under these unhappy auspices the war began. They 
were not sufficient, however, to daunt the popular mind, 
which had gone into the strife with great deliberation, 
and nerved itself for a stem conffict. Preparations were 
continued, and within thirty days a large force was col- 
lected on the Niagara frontier. 

We next find Creneral Scott a lientenant^colonel in 
the regiment of Izard, the second artillery. The army 
had been largely increased, and the expectation formed 
of Scott had been so high that the intermediate grade of 
major had been entirely overleaped. He was stationed 
with two other companies of the same regiment, one of 
which was commanded by the present General Towson, 
at Black Rock, to protect the navy yard recently estab- 
lidied there. 

The late Commodore Elliot, then a lieutenant of the 
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navy, was in command on that portion of Ontario at 
this time, and arranged an expedition to cut out two well 
armed brigs, which were stationed under the guns of the 
British Fort Erie. He applied to Colonel Scott fdr assis- 
tance in his enterprise, a request at once acceded to. 
Captain Towson was sent with his company on the 8th of 
October, 1812. About dawn on the mormng of the 9th 
the attack was made with entire success, Elliot in person 
carrying one of the brigs, the Adams, and the other, called 
the Caledonia, bemg captured by Towson. With Elliot 
was Isaac Roach, then a lieutenant, and since the mayor 
of Philadelphia. From some reason unexplained, in 
bringing their prizes off the Adams become involved in 
the intricacies of the channel and got on shore, on what 
is called Squaw Island, within range of Fort Erie, where 
it was impossible to get her off. Elliot therefore resolved 
to desert her, which he did after havmg under a heavy 
fire secured his prisoners. The enemy made an attempt 
with boats to retake the prize, but were foiled by Colo- 
nel Scott, who on this occasion rendered his first active 
service. The brig remamed as a trophy until she was 
burned afterwards by orders of General Smythe. The 
Caledonia was with Commodore Perry in his victory on 
Lake Erie. 

By the month of October, 1812, Major-General Van 
Rensselaer had collected together two thousand eight 
hundred of the militia of New York. The success of 
the enterprise against the vessels was important in the 
fiict that it inftised confidence into the minds of the mili- 
tia,, and they insisted either on bemg led against the enemy 
or being sent home. ' Besides the militia, the general was 
at the head of four hundred and fifty regulars, commanded 
by Colonels Fenwick and Chrystie and Major Mullany, 
who had recently been sent to his head-quaiters from 
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Niagara with their troops, to participate in an expedition 
against Queenstown heights, planned to gratify the enthu- 
siasm of the troops. This expedition should never have 
been made, and its results were, that nearly five hundred 
regulars, whose services were then much needed, were 
sacrificed to the undisciplined ardor and insubordination 
of the militia. 

The afiair was, however, so important in its conse- 
ouences, that, without impropriety, a separate chapter 
may be appropriated to it. 
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The Battle of Queenstown — ^British policy — General Van Biens- 
fielaer — General Wool — General Kearney, &c. — General 
Brock — Hia death — General Wadsworth — Indian force — 
Surrender of the American force by Colonel Scott — Conflict 
with the Indians while a prisoner, &c. 

The village of Queenstown, then insignificant in 
commercial importance, had assumed some relative 
value, firom being situated on an eminence or cote, which 
commanded the narrowest portion of the Niagara river, 
which expanded into a lagoon above Lewistown, and 
below Fort Grey. On this eminence the English forces 
had erected a strong battery, which Hot only commanded 
the river, but was further valuable, inasmuch as it would 
form a point tPappui, whence, in the contemplated in- 
vasion of Canada, the various operations might conve- 
niently radiate. This scheme of invasion was always 
in the minds of the rulers of both countries, each of 
whom saw distinctly that it were far better the war 
should be carried on in the enemy's country than on 
their own soil. On the part of the American statesmen, 
it was peculiarly wise ; for the whole policy of Great 
Britain, striking at Michigan, Louisiana, and Alabama 
(the sparse population of which had not been born under 
our flag), showed a disposition, not << by lawful and just 
means to injure the United States, but to make conquests 
for its king." The first demonstration made by the 
United States forces, smce Hull's disgraceful surrender, 
was against the strong position of Queenstown. 
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The plan of the general-m-coinmaiid was correct 
enough ;' at least, it merits no particular censure, except 
that he opposed to British veterans a force the mass of 
which was undisciplined, and threw his best troops in 
the advance, — ^thus depriving himself of aU support in 
case they were defeated. His plan was to throw across 
the river two columns of troops, the combined strength 
of which was about six hundred, commalided, the one 
by Ideutenant-Colonel Chiystie, of the army, and the 
other by Cdonel Solomon Van Rensselaer, of the New 
York militia. Two detachments, mentioned in the pre- 
vious'chapter, and commanded by Colonel Fenwick ^d 
Major Mullany, of the army, were ordered to follow the 
first, and afterwards act according to circumstances. 
This last direction, though frequently given, is by mili>- 
tary critics considered to denote that, in the mind of the 
general, there is no fixed plan of operations, and that 
chance is confided in as one of the elements of war. 
On the evening of the 12th of October, these arrange- 
ments having been made previously. Colonel Scott 
arrived with his command. He had effected a forced 
march, throu^ mud and rain, and reached Schlosser, 
near the.Falls and eight miles firom Lewistown, to join 
in the contemplated attack. He had proceeded at 
once to the general- s head^qnarters, and volunteered his 
services with his command. The general declined them, 
alleging that his arrangements were already made. The 
probable reason, however, was, that Colonel Scott's 
place on the register would have made< him senior to 
one of the officers appointed to lead the columns already 
designated. Colonel Scotty however, obtained permis- 
»on for himself to cross the river and act as circum- 
stances might require. Such was- the activity he dis- 
phyed, that, at four o'clock, A* M.,cOn the morning of 
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the ISth^ he was at Lewistown, with his command, 
which he had brought from Schlosser by another forced 
march* 

General Van Rensselaer had collected tab boats, and 
Scott was, therefore, compelled to restrict his operations 
to placing his guns in battery on the New York shore. 
They were most efficiently served by his juniors, Cap- 
tains Barker and Towson. 

General Van Rensselaer, in the interim, proceeded 
to send across the river the columns above referred to, 
in detachments, the number of boats being altogether 
inadequate to transport the whole at once. The leader 
of the second column, Lieutenant-Colonel Chrystie, be- 
came involved in the Currents with his boat, the pilot of 
which seems to have been inadequate to his task ; and 
after an attempt to land, was forced to return with a 
wound, as a token of his valor, to the American shore. 

The first troops which landed were two companies 
of the thirteenth regitaient, which, in spite of the heavy 
fire of the British battery, kept their ground against the 
only opponents yet sent against them, the flank compa- 
nies of the forty-ninth regiment and the Canadian militia 
from York. The two companies of the thirteenth, 
though numbering only about one hundred men, still 
advanced resolutely and firmly in the &ce of the fire of 
the battery, which was concentrated on them. 

In the course of a few minutes every commissioned 
officer was killed or wounded, and finally Colonel Van 
Rensselaer was forced by a fourth wound to retire. He, 
before doing so, ordered all who could move to storm 
the battery, an order . promptly executed by Greneral 
Wool, then a captain, and his juniors, among whom 
were the present Greneral Kearney, first lieutenant of 
the thirteenth foot, and Thomas B. Randolph, of the 
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second artillery. The last named ofEicer is now lieu- 
tenant-colonel of the Virginia r^ment of twelve com- 
panies, now in service in Mexico. They, with others, 
rushed up the hill, took the battery, in which were an 
eighteen-pounder and two mortars half way up the 
ascent, the very pieak of which they soon gained. . The 
enemy at once retreated and were driven to a strong 
stone building on the river's bank, where they were 
jomed by General Brock, himself a host, who, having 
received the surrender of Hull's army, was come to 
assume the command of the Niagara frontier. This was 
, his last service, for he fell here at the head of his troops, 
whom he was leading to the charge of the Americana, 
somewhat dispersed by the eagerness of the pursuit. 
He fell by a musket shot, fired, it is said, in this irregu- 
lar contest, by a soldier, who but a few years since was 
a sergeant of the third regiment of United States infantry. 
With General Brock &11 his secretary, Colonel McDo- 
nald, and the British troops were a second time routed. 
Colonel Chrystie and Colonel Van Rensselaer havmg 
both been wounded, Colonel Scott was permitted to cross 
the river with his adjutant. Lieutenant Roach, and. assume 
the command of all the troops engaged, who, without 
any ofl^cer to lead them, had not prosecuted the advan- 
tages they had won. One of th^ first persons he met 
after doing so was General Wadswortti, of the New 
York militia, a member of the influential family owning 
the Genesee-Flats. Ttough General Wadsworth had 
crossed without orders, Scott proposed to restrict his 
own command to the regulars. This, with the true 
chivalry of the soldier, and the self-sacrificing spirit of a 
patriot, Wadsworth would not consent to, but insisted 
on the lieutenant-colonel's assuming the command. 
"You, sir, know best professionally what should be 
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done. I am here for tbe honor c{ my conntiy and fUe 
New York militia." There is not a doubt that Scott vmM 
entitled to the command, yet it is notorious that scareefy 
an officer of militia in the United States would have recog- 
nised the &ct ; and the forbearance of Wadsworth is 
entitled to foU approbation. Scott assumed command, 
and Wadsworth took care that the militia obeyed him, 
exposmg himsdf in every part of the field with an auda- 
city especially conunendaUe, as but litQe eclat could be 
acquired by an officer serving under the orders of one 
who was by two grades his junior* This was the com- 
mencement of an intimacy between two brave men, 
scarcely to be appreciated but by others like them. 

Scott's forces, when he arrived, consisted of about 
three hundred and fifty regulars, and about two hundred 
and fifiy state troops, commanded immediatdy by Colo- 
nd Stranahan of New York and Creneral Wadsworth ; 
these were posted by Captain Totten (now Colcmel Tot- ~ 
ten of the engineers), in a strong and advantageous posi- 
tion. Scott sought for a time to stand on the defensive, to 
secure the control of the ferry at Lewistown, across 
which he expected the whole of the militia stationed 
there to pass. 

The cannonade of the morning had informed the 
British garrison of Fort George of what was goii^ on, 
and they immediately proposed to participate in the day's 
adventures. A large Indian force also joined them, 
it having been previously embodied for the purpose 
of co-operating in the invasion of New York. The 
British government, though boasting of humanity and 
civilization, could not resist the temptation of inflicting 
all the evils of savage warfere on its enemies; Five 
hundred Indians had joined the portion of the 49th 
previously engaged, and a new battle was b^un. In 
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the- iaterim Colonel Chiystie, though severely wounded, 
had led reinforcements to the Canada shore, where he 
found that Scott had already routed his enemy. In a 
letter written and published subsequently, he bore testi- 
mony to the valor there displayed by Colonel Scott. 

Anxious to keep open his communication with Lewis- 
town, Colonel Scott resumed the position designated by 
Captain Totten, and maintained it against many attempts 
made by the British, who had already been reinforced, 
to drive him from it. At one period the American out- 
posts were driven in and a general defeat seemed immi- 
nent Just then Colonel Scott, who had been temporarily^ 
in the rear, where he was endeavoring to unspike a gun, 
returned to the front and rallied the whole Ime which 
drove the British pile-nUle from the field, with a heavy 
loss of killed and wounded. The cheer which the Amer- 
ican forces gave at tbi^ crisis, is said to have been a fair 
specimen of those fearful yells which have so much 
astonished and terrified the Mexican army. At last the 
Britii^ column headed by Major-General Sheafie arrived 
from Fort George, leaving the superiority of forces 
north of the river decidedly with the British. 

No troops could fig^t better than the militia who 
crossed over with General Wadsworth ; but those at 
Lewistown were suddenly seized with constitutional 
scruples and refiised to move. General Van Rensse- 
laer besought them not to see their countrymen on the 
other side of the river sacrificed. It was, however, in 
vain, and not one company moved. This fact was com- 
municated to Scott, and decided him to adopt the course 
be ultimately pursued. The British forces on the field 
must have amounted then to at least thirteen hundred 
men, to oppose whom Scott had but three hundred and 
fifly. The militia had refused to succor them, and there 
VoT,. I. 9 
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was not a possibility of retreat, from the fact that the 
boats provided were insufficient even to pass over this 
small force, except by detachments. Colonel Scott de- 
termined to fight the matter out, or at least not to 
surrender until resistance had become more hopeless 
than it seemed as yet« 

He appealed to his men, and asked who would stand 
by him, in a resistance which he saw was necessaiy to 
wipe out the stain left on the nation by Hull's surrender. 
Since the birth of the nation, American regulars have 
never disappointed their officers, who have never csdled 
on them to fly. The volunteer^ with Scott now equalled 
them in staunchness, and eveiy voice of the whole com- 
mand expressed willingness to abide by him. General 
Sheafie was a brave but prudent officer, and manceuvred 
with great circumspection, — satisfied, by what had al- 
ready occurred, that he was to anticipate no easy conquest. 
He finally surrounded the American command, and gave 
the signal for attack. Against such odds of the best 
British regulars, the Americans, after a stout resistance, 
were forced to yield the ground, firom which ihey made 
their way by passing down an almost perpendicular hill, 
where they were forced to support themselves by the 
bushes, to the river bank. There Scott called around 
him his officers, and it became manifest that he must 
surrender. 

After several persons, who had been sent with a flag 
to treat, had been shot by the Indians, the commanding 
officer determined to go himself. Fastening a white hand' 
kerchief to his sword, he set out, accompanied hy Cap- 
tains Totten and Gibson, the one now chief of ordnance, 
and the other commissary-general of the army, to ask a 
parley. After a personal conffict with a party of six 
Indians, from the hands of whom they were rescued by 
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the timely arrival of an Englidi officer, they were con«* 
ducted to the presence of General Sheafie, to whom the 
American foree was sunendered as prisoners of war. 
The force which had been under Colonel Scott's orders, 
and which he surrendered, were one hundred and thirty- 
nine regulars, and one hundred and fifty*four militia, 
rank and file. 

After Scott had surrendered, in terms which mcluded 
all American troops nortib of the river, he learned that a 
large body of the militia from Lewistown had crossed 
over,- probably after &e repulse of the first, attack by 
(Seneral Sheaffe, but, speedily becoming panic-stricken, 
had hidden in the brushwood of the precipitous bank. 
They were of course surrendered, seemingly having 
crossed over only for the purpose of swelling the Eng- 
lish triumph. Had they crossed when the Americans 
had possession of their strong position, the result might 
have been otherwise. A ftitality seemed, however, to 
Q^nd all the operations of the American forces, in the 
early part of this war ; and the absurd conduct of the 
mass of the militia, everywhere on the Atlantic coast 
imd the lakes, contributed not a little to this state of 
things. 

Hie tall, soldierly form of Colonel Scott, his brilliant 
unifona, and the cai^less manner in which he exposed 
himself to the Indians and British marksmen, who, how- 
ever much they complidned of the American rifle, never 
hfmtsiied to pick off officers, won the admiration of all 
who had witnessed the . fight, whether American or 
Ij^ngijfih , 

The Joss of die American forces may be estimated 
as fellows: surrendered by ScoU, two hundred and 
ninety^fdiree ; killed, one hundred ; captured with Major 
MuUany (who by the ignorance of his pilot was taken 
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under the enemy's batteries), two hundred ; militiaTound 
on the British side after the fight, which they had not 
fought, four hundred. The whole afiair was strange. 
The militia had forced General Van Rensselaer to 
attack die enemy sooner than just preparation admitted, 
yet when called on to redeem their promise, refosed to 
do so. The general had in the first instance rejected 
the service of Scott, who subsequently was the savior 
of the national honor ; and after having refused fix>m 
constitutional scruples to cross the river to fight, the 
militia in some number did so to surrender. 

All was lost except honor, which in this case had cost 
a peculiarly hi^ price. It cannot be doubted that, but 
for the brilliancy of the service of the young lieutenant- 
colonel, the whole nation would have felt discouraged. 
Far different was the result — the government was taught 
that the safest and therefore the cheapest plan it could 
adopt, was to fill up the regiments authorized and march 
them against the enemy, and by care and time transform 
its volunteers, as it has been satisfactorily shown can be 
done by time and discipline, into troops capable of con- 
tending triumphantly with the proven veterans of any 
other nation. 

This is the date of the new army's service. Here 
Totten, Chrystie, Wool, and their companions laid the 
foundation of their reputations, and impressed on tiie 
American mind the fact, that the homely blue jackets of 
our own soldiers covered as brave hearts as beat be- 
neath the scarlet of the royal guards. 

Wadsworth and Colonel Van Rensselaer also merked 
the applause they received, and wiped out, by the ser- 
vices of their commands, a stigma which might other- 
wise have affected all the militia forces. 

After the surrender occurred one of those circum- 
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stances y^hich, on the principle that great actions. dbplay 
character \vhile small events betray it, ^^ill show that 
Scott was not merely an actor supported by pride and 
ambition only, but really a brave man, vfith a quick hand 
and ready wit. The prisoners after the surrender were 
marched to the village of Niagara, where the officers 
were placed in a small inn, and a sentinel posted at the 
door with orders to permit none to pass out, but not to 
intrude otherwise on them. Colonel Scott after some- 
time received a message that some one wished to speak 
to the tall American, and immediately proceeded to the 
hall of the hpuse to ascertain who wished to see him. 
His visiters proved to be two of the party of Indians 
who had attacked him while bearing the flag of truce. 
One of them Scott recognised at once, by his tall stature, 
as a chief known as Captain Jacobs ; the other, though 
a son of the celebrated Brant, had less fame, but was a 
powerful and muscular man. In a jargon in which 
might be traced a confusion of Indian and the two 
European languages spoken in Canada, they questioned 
Colonel Scott as to whether he was wounded or not, 
and informed him they had frequently fired at him. The 
chief at length became angry, and seized the colonel to 
turn him around in order that he might examine his 
back. Any one who has ever looked into the wild fiery 
eye of the general, may readily conceive how he felt at 
this familiarity. With one effort of his muscular arm 
he threw the Indian to the other side of the hall, and 
at the same time said, « Go, villain ; you shot like a 
squaw !" The taunt, and what had previously occurred, 
lashed the chief into a fury, and he rushed upon Scott 
with his knife drawn. His companion followed his 
example. 

The idea of asking for assistance did not enter the 
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mind of Colonel Scott ; and had retreat been possible, he 
v^ould have died before he would have moved one 
step. Fortune always favors the brave ; and Scott saw 
within his grasp the swords of his captive companions. 
With a soldier's eye he selected the longest, which 
chanced to be a heavy dragoon sabre, which probably 
had been worn by one of the volunteer officers. The 
heavy steel scabbard fell from it immediately, and with 
one step to the side, Scott placed himself in such a posi- 
tion that he was enabled tp keep the point at Jacobs' 
breast, at the same time that he was in guard towards his 
companion. Jacobs' life was in the power of Scott, who 
seemed nothing loath to take it. At the same time it 
seemed not improbable that Scott would scarcely be able 
to foil the other, in spite of his occupying a position which 
rendered it impossible for them to attack him in the rear. 
At this moment Captain Coffin, a nephew of the wdl 
known admiral Sir Isaac Coffin, and an aide of Gren^ral 
SheaiTe, entered on a visit of courtesy to the prisoners, 
and, amazed at what he saw, called loudly for the guard. 
At the same moment he placed a pistol at Jacobs' head 
and seized Brant by the arm. The sentinels came in 
immediately on being called for. In the whole affair 
there had been no noise ; and they draped off the two 
Indians, who most cordially cursed all white men and all 
the laws of war. • 

The Indians could not be induced to forgive Colonel 
Scott the slaughter of their people, a very large propor- 
tion of whom were killed in the first attack, in which 
Greneral Sheaffe commanded. So violent was this feel* 
ing that it was necessary to provide a guard to protect 
Colonel Scott, even when he went firom hisr prison on a 
visit to the British officers who had extended civiMties 
to him. 
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After the surrender, the body of General Brock was 
buried beneath a bastion at Fort St. Greorge, with all the 
honors due his high rank and great fame. England had 
produced few men who were more hig^y estimated ; 
so much sOy that it was long a matter of discussion 
whether he or the afterwards world-renowned Welling* 
ton should be assigned to the command in Spain. 
Wellington, from ftunily influence, was the successftil a^i- 
rant, and by his brilliant achievements proved that once 
at least patronage had supported a person worthy of the 
boon at stake. He is now a duke, and one of the most 
influential men in the world, while the body of his rival 
rests in an obscure village of a colony, already nearly 
forgotten by the country for which he died. If fortune 
be not blind, her freaks are often most whimsical. 

At the request of Colonel Scott, the commander of 
Fort Niagara, opposite to Fort St. George, fired minute- 
guns during the funeral ceremony. This compliment is 
said to have sensibly touched the hearts of the British 
officers, and to have induced a tone of good feeling 
towards Scott, from which he was afterwards able to 
extract much advantage, both to the United States and 
to Great Britain. 

The prisoners taken at Queenstown were at once 
despatched to Quebec ; and, having been subsequently 
exchanged, were sent in a cartel to Boston. Before 
sailing, however, a difficulty occurred, which placed 
Scott in a naost enviable light before the nation, and 
served to illustrate more highly the peculiar strength of 
character which has always enabled him to act so 
quickly, yet so prudently, in emergencies. Colonel 
Scott sate in the cabin of the vessel, whence he was 
induced to come in consequence of a noise and angry 
dispute on deck. He found a number of Ei^lisii 
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officers parading the prisoners and seeking to secure nM 
whom they fancied bom British subjects, for the purpose 
of sending them as prisoners to England, to be tried for 
high treason, as having been taken in arms against the 
king. About twenty-three had been selected, when 
Scott reached the deck ; and he was aware there were 
many others similarly situated among the troops, all of 
whom seemed to suffer much distress at the idea of the 
fate which awaited them. Scott understood the matter 
at once, and bade the men answer no questions, in order 
that their accent might not be made evidence against 
them. They obeyed him to the letter, standing mute as 
statues, in spite of angry threats from the British officers. 
Scott was ordered to go below, but he too seemed to 
have become petrified. He told the men who had 
already been selected that they might assure themselves 
the government would protect them, or that, if mal-treat- 
ed, they would be fully avenged. He pledged himself 
personally to them, that if they suffered, retaliation would 
be made, even if he were driven to the necessity of re- 
fusing quarter in battle. He was unarmed, of course ; 
but yet contrived to resist all the intenruptions of the Bri- 
tish officers, which were many and frequent. The persons 
who had been selected, were ironed immediately, by 
order of Sir George Provost, who had planned the whole 
affair, placed on board a firigate, and sent to England. 
Immediately on arriving at Boston, Scott proceeded to 
the seat of government, where all the formalities of his 
exchange were completed. 

The president was informed personally by him of 
what had occurred, and Scott, at his request, reduced 
the whole statement to writing, in the following distinct 
and concise terms. It is, as Captain Mansfield states, 
the basis of the whole controversy, which afterwards 
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assumed great importance, and may, without impro- 
priety, be introduced here. 

« Sir, — I think it my duty to lay before the department 
that, on the arrival at Quebec of the American prisoners 
of war surrendered at Queenstown, they were mustered 
and examined by British officers appointed to that duty, 
and every native-bom of the United Kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland sequestered, and sent on board a 
ship of war then in the harbor. The vessel, in a few 
days thereafter, sailed for England, with these persons 
.on board. Between fifteen and twenty persons were 
thus taken from us, natives of Ireland, several of whom 
were known by their platoon officers to be naturalized 
citizens of the United States, and others to have been 
long residents within the same. One in particular, 
whose name has escaped me, besides having complied 
with all the conditions of our naturalization laws, was 
represented to have left a wife and five children, all of 
them bom within the state of New York. 

I distinctly understood, as well fi*om the officers who 
came on board the prison-ship for the above purposes, 
as from others with whom I remonstrated on this sub- 
ject, that it was the determination of the British govem- 
ment, as expressed through Sir George Provost, to 
punish every man whom it might subject to its power, 
found in arms against the British king, contrary to his 
native allegiance. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
W. SCOTT, 
Lieutenant'Colonel U. S. 2d ^rtilleryy 

The following were the names of the men, as after- 
wards published in the American State Papers : 
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Henry Kelly, Henry Blaiiey, George M'Common, 
John Dolton, Michael Condin, John Clark, Peter Buir, 
Andrew Doyle, John McGowan, James Gill, John Ful- 
sum, Patrick McBrabarty, Matthew Mooney, Patrick 
Karns, John Fitzgerald, John Wiley, John Donelley, 
John Currey, Nathan Shaley, Edwaf d M'Garrigan, John 
Dinnue, John Williams, George Johnson. 

This report was, on the same d^y, sent to both the 
senate and house, both of which soon passed the bill 
vesting the president of the United States with the power 
of retaliation. 

Two months afterwards Colonel Scott captured Fort ' 
George, filled with prisoners, firom whom he selected 
twenty-three, who were sent to the United States as 
hostages for the Irishmen who were imprisoned in Eng- 
land. Every person thus selected was an. Englishman, 
in order that if the British government persisted in its 
brutality, one Irishman might not be made to avenge 
another. 

This strange conduct of Great Britain was based on 
one of tho3e ideas, which, though flagrantly untenable, 
with true insular obstinacy she has never been induced 
to abandon. In the beginning of the war she had uni- 
formly held that persons bom her subjects could not 
renounce their allegiance, and had under this pretext, 
proceeded to imprison seamen taken under the Ameri- 
can flag. When the Nautilus was captured, six of her 
seamen were thus ironed and sent to England to be 
tried as traitors. Commodore Rogers heard of this, 
and immediately imprisoned twelve Englishmen, among 
them an officer, as security for the first. They were 
closely confined until information was received of«the 
discharge of the American prisoners. Repeated other 
instances occurred, which are reported in extenao in the 
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State papers and journals of the day. The consequence 
of this fiiipiness of the goyemment was good. Not one 
prisoner was executed in England. Had the govern- 
ment temporized, hecatombs would have fallen. 

This action of the American generals and of con- 
gress, m due course of time, was known in England. 
The Earl of Bathurst, one of the royal ministers, imme* 
diately addressed a letter to Sir George Provost, which 
was communicated to the American general in command. 
The letter was inserted of course in the American state 
papers, where it stands a record of the solemn fact that 
the laws of decency and humanity are obligatoiy even 
on nations, and that in this, the nineteenth century, no 
nation dare offend them, for fear, not of foreign enemies, 
but lest outrage should arouse the indignant feelings of 
its own people. 

Lord Bathurst, in his communication, had ordered 
forty-six officers and non-commissioned officers to be 
set aside as hostages for the hostages, a duty Sir George 
Provost cheerfully obeyed. This action was communi- 
cated at once to Mr. Madison, who, far from being 
intimidated, ordered forty-six British commissioned 
officers to be set aside as hostages for the American offi- 
cers and non-commissioned officers, with a reiterated 
notice that if one American were executed an English- 
man would die in atonement. It was said in the army 
at that day, if the hostages should unfortunately be 
called on to suffer, they would be allowed all the advan- 
tages of their relative rank. The forty-six English offi- 
cers were selected from the prisoners made at the 
Thames by General Harrison, and the captures made by 
Scott subsequently. This was the end of the affair in fact, 
tiliough a few other hostages were made on either side 
during 1813. The campaign of 1814 was in favor of the 
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American arms almost universally, and Great Britain 
never dared to execute her threats. It may be presumed 
that the last of this absurd pretension has been heard, and 
that iki^tand will scarcely dare again to insult the spirit 
of the age by advancing it Absurd as it seems to us, 
it found advocates in America ; and even on the floor of 
congress one person was found hardy enough to resist 
the wave of public opinion, and to maintain that Great 
Britain had right on her side in this question. 
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Captore of York — ^Death of Pike — General Dearborn — Colonel 
Porter — Capture of Fort George— Anecdotes — Incompetent 
generals — Scott's promotion — Scott joins Wilkinson — Official 
documents — Chrystler's field — Errors of the campaign. 

In 1813, York, in Canada, was captured by the brave 
and accomplished Pike. The victory was a brilliant one ; 
and without any drawback, except that the nation was 
called on to deplore the death of the conqueror. Imme- 
diately after this event, Scott joined the army at Fort 
Niagara, as chief of the staff of Major-General Dear- 
bom, with the rank of colonel. He always, however, 
commanded his own regiment (he was still in the line) 
in batde. His services in the organization of the new 
regiments were at this time confessed by all to have been 
invaluable. 

Nearly opposite to Fort Niagara, was Fort George, 
the defence of the Niagara on the British^side. General 
Dearborn, finding himself at the head of about five 
thousand men of all arms, determined, with the co- 
operation of the naval forces, to carry this position. On 
the 27th of May, all the arrangements were completed, 
and the army, in six divisions of boats, crossed over 
from a point about three miles east of Fort Niagara. 
The first division of boats contained the storming-party, . 
the command of which Scott had claimed. In the 
second was a field-train, under Colonel Moses Porter ; 
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after which came the brigades of Winder^ Chandler, 
Boyd, and the reserve, commanded by the then Colond 
Alexander Macomb. 

Hie schooners and boats, commanded by Cbauncey, 
were ordered to anchor near the shore, to cover the di^ 
embarkation of the troops, audi, by their fire, render the 
woods, which approached near the sbore^ untenable by 
the enemy. The afterwards distinguished 0. H. Perry, 
of the navy, volunteered to superintend the debarkatioD, 
though he had only arrived tcom Lake Erie on the eve- 
ning of the 26th. This was an arduous service, and an 
important one, in which Perry displayed great gallantry, 
whidi won then and afterwards high commendation 
from Scott. The crossmg of the river began at three 
o'clock, A. M., and six hours were consumed before 
Scott landed on the hostile shore. He effected diis in 
good order, half way between the village of Niagara and 
liie emboudmre of the river into Lake Ontario. Imme- 
diately in front of the beach, was a low but steep bank, 
which fiheltered his men from the iae of the enemy, 
formed on its summit. This Scott immediately assaulted 
with his favorite weapon, the bayonet, and after b^g 
first repulsed and knocked down, succeeded in obtain- 
ing possession of the crest. After a contest f>f about 
fifteen minutes, of most severe bayonet-work, on the 
brink of a ravine somewhat in advance, the enemy were 
totally routed. Porter had by this time arrived with his 
guns, and Boyd with bis lH%ade, both of whom parti** 
cipated in the close of this contest, virtually decided 
before they could extricate themselves firom the surf, 
which was veiy high. Scott, having pursued the enemy 
as ftir as the village, was there reinfi)rced by the sixdi 
regiment U. S. foot, commanded by Colonel James 
MiUer. 
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Ifftnjr prisoBers, -who had been taken at the villagi', 
informed Seolt that the garrison of Fort Geoi^ pur- 
posed to blow up the works, so as to render them nnte- 
fiable, after having aband(»ied them. He immediately 
sent forward two companies to save the works, ordnance, 
and stores. When they had reached the works, one of 
the magazines blew up, and Colonel Scott was struck 
from his horse by a mass of timber, which severely in- 
jured him. He, however, saw the gate forced, and 
with his own hand pulled down the enemy's flag, which 
was yet waving above the fort. His attention having 
been recalled to the danger, he ran from the probability 
tf other explosions. By his orders Captains Hindman 
and Stockman snatdied away matches which had been 
applkd to the two other magazines. 

All this occupied but a few minutes, and Scott im- 
inediately set off in a pursuit of the routed enemy. This 
was maintained for five miles, in spite of two orders sent 
him l^ the mouths ot aids-de»camp, one of whom was 
his present favorite. General Worth, the other a Mr. 
Vanderventer. To them he said, « Your general does 
not know that I have the enemy in my power, and in 
seventy minutes shall capture his \rtiole force." Grene- 
ral Boyd, however, came in person to arrest the pursuit, 
when Scott was abeady in the midst of the stragglers. 
Colonel Bum had in the interim arrived with one troop.of 
dragoons ; and with another, ^ioh was then crossing, 
would have insured success to the pursuit. Colonel 
Bum, though Scott's senior, volunteered to serve under 
him. There seemed throughout the whole war, with tibe 
excq>tion of tfie battle of New Orleans, to be always 
some one prepared to interfere and prevent the reaping 
of the fiiQ fruits of victory. Scott had won the victory 
in this c«se, and Boyd only interfered to do harm after 
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the strife was over. Thus ended the battle and capture 
of Fort Greorge, a brilliant achieyement, with important 
results. The American loss was seventeen killed, and 
forty-five wounded ; that of the British ninety killed, 
one hundred and sixty wounded, and one hundred 
prisoners. 

When Scott was captured, a year before, he had 
supped with his captor, General Sheaffe, and while at 
table was asked if he had ever seen the Falls. He re- 
plied, only from the American side. An officer of rank 
who sat near him rejoined, <« Before you can enjoy that 
pleasure. Colonel Scott, you must win a battle." Scott 
turned sharply to him and said, « If you sought to in- 
sult me, sir, courtesy dictated that you should first have 
returned me my sword." General SheaiTe immediate- 
ly rebuked the Englishman, and the matter dropped. 
Among the first prisoners taken at Fort George was this 
colonel, also badly wounded. Scott, being unable to get 
his own horse from the boats, borrowed that of his pri»- 
soner, and gave orders that the officer should be treated 
with all respect. The horse was returned to him, and he 
was carefully treated and permitted to return to England 
on parole, at a time when there were no exchanges efiected. 
When he parted with Scott, the English officer said, " I 
owe you an apology, sir ; you can now view the Falls 
wherever you please." 

This anecdote in its commencement illustrates the 
feeling of the British officers to America at the begin- 
ning of the war, and also the firank chivalry of the true 
soldier in its close. Not all the triumphs of the war 
could entirely eradicate it, and vent to such feelings of 
spleen was given from time to time until peace. On 
one occasion, an American officer of infinite wit, who 
had the habit of saying what he pleased on all occa- 
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sions, and feared nothing, 'was a prisoner in the castle 
of Quebec. Dining one day at the garrison mess, he 
was startled by the toast of « The President of the Uni- 
ted States, dead or alive." (This vras after the battle of 
Bladensburg and the burning of Washington.) He was 
not a man to lose his presence of mmd ; and much to the 
surprise of other American officers, also prisoners, arose 
iind in handsome terms returned thanks for the compli- 
ment done his county. It had become his duty to 
oSer another toast, which he called on his countrymen 
to drink. His Royal Highness the Pbince Regent, 
DRUNK OR SOBER. The British officers now looked sur- 
prised — ^they had received a Roland for an Oliver. The 
matter was terminated by the president of the mess 
sendmg to his quarters the saucy Englidiman who had 
cast the first jeer. Many other instances of this kind 
might be mentioned, depending generally on the best of 
all authority, that of the men whose valor took the 
point firom such jests. Records of them and other 
similar taunts will, however, be found recorded in more 
than one printed military memoir. Among others parti- 
cularly redolent with abuse of this kind may be men- 
tioned << The Subaltern in America,'' the author of 
which shared the disgrace of the rout after die attack on 
New Orleans. 

Only two days after the capture of Fort George, a 
body of Briti^ troops, under the immediate command 
of Sir George Provost, landed at Sackett's Harbor, with 
the intention of destroying the many naval stores, and 
die new ship, the General Pike, then being constructed 
under the superintendence of Henry Ecford, and half 
completed. The peculiar state of the winds and wea- 
ther, however, delayed their progress for some time, 
during which a large force of militia was collected to 
Vol. I. 10 
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reinforce the small garrison of regular soldiers stationed 
there. The militia were commanded by General Jacob 
Brown, a Quaker farmer, with enough of the old Adam in 
his composition, as events showed,, to rout the enemy 
and foil all his plans. So far the American arms had 
been successful during the campaign. ^ Some events, 
however, occurred, of not so pleasant a character, which, 
though Scott did not participate directly in them, it ia 
necessary to refer to ; because his history, more than that 
of any other individual, is a chronicle of the war. 

On the Istof June, General Winder, with his brigade, 
was advanced to Stoney-creek, where he was joined by 
General Chandler at the head of another corps. The 
object was to capture the British corps conmianded by 
General Vincent, which Scott had driven from Fort 
George. Winder and Chandler bore the commission 
of generals, bift no one who looks attentively at their 
military histoiy will pretend to call them soldiers. The 
consequence was, Vincent, grown up in a correct school, 
dashed into the centre of their line of battle on the mom^ 
ing of the 6th, and managed to capture both generals^ 
neither of whom had taken care to see that the outposts 
were attentive to their duty or commanded by officers 
familiar even with the routine of what was required of 
them. Greneral Vincent at last was driven back, but 
the American troops were without any leader of rank, 
and a council of war was called, which, as such bodies 
always do, advised a retreat. This does not end the 
catalogue of blunders ; for, but a few days afterwards, 
a Colonel Boerstler was detached to attack a Britii^ 
post, the Globe House, about seventeen miles from Fort 
George. Boerstler was finally surrounded and forced 
to surrender, the force against which he marched provii:^ 
thrice as large as his own. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



147 

A succession of incompetent men commanded the 
army during the two la^t months of summer and the 
first of autumn. Dearborn, Lewis, Boyd, and Scott's 
old enemy, Wilkinson, suffered the army to remain 
inactive. The foraging, by some strange perversion of 
military ideas, was confided to the adjutant-general, who 
exhibited all the talent of a partisan officer without any 
opportunity having occurred for him to advance his 
reputation more than he already had done. 

During July of this year (1813), Scott was promoted 
to the command of the second artillery, which, consist- 
ing of twenty companies, was in fact a brigade. For 
diis command he resigned the adjutant-generalcy, rightly 
thinking no brevet or order-Tcmk equivalent to flie com- 
mand of eighteen hundred fighting men. In the latter 
part of September he commanded the land troops. Com- 
modore Chauncey commanding the naval forces, in an 
expedition against Burlington Heights, at the head of 
Ontario, where there was said to be a depot of British 
provisions and stores. After a descent on Burlington 
Heists neither provisions or stores were found, and 
York (now Toronto) was visited with more success. 
Colonel Scott landed with the soldiers and marines and 
burned the storehouses and barracks, securing also 
possession of eleven armed boats and many pieces of 
cannon. An expedition wai^ next arranged against 
Kngston and Montreal, the first of which was thought 
the most important post on the British side of the lakes, 
while the latter was the chief seat of the commerce of 
Lower Canada. If the plans had succeeded, Canada 
must have became the property of the United States. 
The western province would have beeii cut off fi-om all 
supplies, and all the lower province except Quebec 
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would have Men into the American hands as a conse- 
quence of the capture of MontreaL 

With an eye to these operations, all the troops of 
(General Wilkinson's division were ordered to concen- 
trate at Sackett's Harbor, early in October, with whom 
General Hampton also received orders to co-operate, 
from the Chautauque, in New York. Wilkinson, to 
carry this plan into effect, embarked with bis command^ 
previously stationed on the Niagara, October 2d. As 
General Scott had captured Fort Greorge, and pulled 
down the colors with his own hands, the defence of it 
was confided to him; to effect which he had his own 
and a portion of a regiment of New York militia, com- 
manded by a Colonel Swift. This work the Americans 
sought to enlarge, under the direction of the now Colo- 
nel Totten ; but, when Wilkinson and Chauncey left, one 
whole face was untouched, leaving no impediment be- 
tween the American and the superior British force. To 
correct this, all the garrison, including its commander, 
worked night and day, and had already gotten things 
into good order, when the enemy broke up his camp and 
marched after Wilkinson. 

Scott's orders authorized him, on the occurrence of 
such an emergency, to place Fort George under the 
orders of General McClure, of the New York militia, 
stationed on the other side of the Niagara river, and, 
with the regulars, to join Wilkinson in time to participate 
in his attempts on the lower province. To enable him 
to do so, the fleet was to be sent up to embark the gar- 
rison -at the mouth of the Niagara. The following docu-^ 
ments, the one an official despatch, and the other written 
to the secretary in December, of that year, when Scott 
was in Washington, will best explain the occurrences of 
that period. 
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" Fo&T George, October 11th, 1813. 

<< Within the last five minutes I had the honor to re- 
ceive your despatch, by the Lady of the Lake, Captain 
Mix. 

The ehemy has tre^d me with beglect. He conti* 
nued in his old position until Saturday last (the 9th inst.), 
when he took up his retreat on Burlington Heights, and 
has dbcmdoned the whole peninsula. Two causes ai« 
assigned for this precipitous movement, — ^the succor of 
Proctor, who is reported to be entirely defeated, if not 
taken ; the other, the safety of Kingston, endangered by 
your movement. ' 

We have had from the enemy many deserters, most 
qt whom concur in the latter supposition. 

The British burnt eveiything in store in this neigh- 
borhood ; three thousand blankets, many hundred stand 
of arms; also the blankets in the men's packs, and 
every article of- clothing not in actual use. 

They are supposed to have reached Burlington Heights 
last evening, firom the rate of their march the night be- 
fore. I have infi^rmation of their having passed < The 
Forty,' by several inhabitants who have come down. 
They add to what was stated by the deserters, that two 
officers of the 41st had joined Greneral Vincent, firom 
Proctor's army, with information that Proctor was de- 
feated, eighteen miles this side of Maiden. I cannot 
get particulars. 

From the same sources of intellig^ce, it af^ears 
that the 49th, a part of the lOOIh, and the vdtigeurs, 
moved firom this neighborhood the day after our flotilla 
left this, the 3d inst. ; but, with what destination, is not 
certainly known. 

It was first reported (I mean in the British camp) that 
these regiments had marched to support Proctor, who, 
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it is said, wrote that he would be compelled to surrender, 
if not supported.* 

I am pretty sure, however, that they are gone below. 
The movement of our army below seems to have been 
known in the British lines as early as the 3d inst., toge- 
ther with the immediate objects in view. Hence I have 
no difficulty in concluding, that all the movements of 
the enemy will concentrate at Kingston. 

* * * * I had made this mommg an arrangement, 
on application to General McClure, to be relieved in the 
command of this post, oh the morning of the 13th inst., 
with an intention of taking up my line of march for 
Sackett's Harbor, according to flie discretion allowed 
me in the instructions I had the honor to receive from 
you at this place. My situation has become truly insup- 
portable, without the possibility of an attack at this post, 
and without the pbssibility of reaching you time enough 
to share in the glory of impending operations below. I 
am. nevertheless flattered with the assurance that trans- 
ports will be forwarded for my removal ; and to favor 
that impression, I propose taking up my line of march 
on the morning of the 13th, for the mouth of Genesee 
river, and there await the arrival of the vessels you are 
good enough to promise me. By this movement, Cap- 
tain Mix thinks, with me, that I shall hasten my arrival 
at Sackett's Harbor five, possibly ten, days. Captain 
Camp (the quartermaster) has a sufficient number of 
wagons to take me thither. I can easily make that place 
by the evening of the 16th. I hope I shall have your 

* Proctor was defeated, and the British and Indian force in the 
north-west routed, on the 5th of October, 1813. 

The rumor which Scott speaks of was six days after the event, 
and was no doubt brought in either by officers or Indians, from th<i 
defeated army. 
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approbation, and eveiytfaing is arranged with Brigadier 
McClure. **•*•*** I have, by working night 
and day, greatly improved the defences of this post, and 
nearly filled up the idea of the engineer. I flatter 
myself that I have also improved the garrison in dis- 
ciplme." • • • • 

''Georgetown, December 3l/l813. 

« At your desire, I have the honor to make the follow- 
ing report: — I left Fort George on the 13th of October 
last, by order of Major-General Wilkinson, with the 
whole of the regular troops of the garrison, and was re- 
lieved by Brigadier-General McClure, with a body of 
the New York detached militia. 

Fort Greorge, as a field-work, might be considered as 
complete at that period. It was garnished with ten 
pieces of artillery (which number might easily have been 
increased firom the spare ordnance of the opposite fort), 
and with an ample supply of field-ammunition, &c., as 
the enclosed receipt for those articles will exhibit. 

Fort Niagara, on the 14th of October, was under the 
immediate command of Captain Leonard, of the 1st 
artillery, who, besides his own company, had Captain 
Read's, of the same regiment, together with such of 
General McClure's brigade as had refused to cross the 
river. Lieutenant-Colonels Fleming, Bloom, and Dob- 
bins, of the militia, had successively been in command 
of this fort, by order of the brigadier-general ; but I 
think neither of these was present at the r above period. 
Major-General Wilkinson, in his order to me for the 
removal of the regular troops on that frontier, excepted 
the two companies of the 1st artillery, then at Fort 
Niagara. And under the supposition that I should 
meet water transportation for my detachment at the 
mouth of Genesee river, I had his orders to take with 
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me the whole of the convalescents left in the difimnt 
hospitals by the regiments which had accompanied him. 
This order I complied with."* 

Scott could not as he expected embark at the mouth 
of the river 6enese6, where Wilkinson had promised 
to provide transportation. He received a letter from 
Chauncey, stating that he was willing and anxious to 
fulfil his promise, but that the general would not dis- 
pense with the presence of the fleet even for four days. 
Scott therefore undertook to march on Sackett's Harbor 
by way of Rochester, Canandaigua, and Utica, in the 
middle of a rainy season, and over roads only made by 
the successive tracks of wagons which had gone in the 
same direction. 

General Armstrong, then secretary of war, was at 
that time on his wild-goose chase in the north, and 
authorized Scott to confide his column to Major Hind- 
man, and .proceed alone to the army wherever he 
could overtake it. Scott reported accordingly to Wil- 
kinson on the evening of November 6th, at or near 
Ogdensburg, just as Wilkinson was passing the strongest 
fort of the British, Wellmgton, the fire of which Scott 
received in the boat to the command of which he was 
assigned. 

Scott was not at the drawn battle of Cbrystler's 
Field, being then engaged in the descent of the St. 
Lawrence with a battalion of Macomb's corps d^elite, to 
which he had been appointed on the 7th of November. 
At the very moment when- the American general was 
blundering over Chrystler's Field, standing on the defen- 
sive when his men ^ould be using the bayonet, Scott 
was achieving a new triumph in front of Lioop-Hole 

- • American State Papers, — ^Military Afl&irs, vol. i. pp. 482-3. 
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lamk, where he routed the British, ctptaring numy pri- 
aoners. On the next day he haded at Fort Mc^da, 
which commanded a gorge in ihe St LanrcenGe, carried 
it, and captured an officer and many men. 

Wilkinson said that he came to conquer Canada and 
had troops enough to do so. At Chrysder's Field, how- 
ever, he stood on the defensive ; and, though he beat 
back &e enemy, the many brave men who died theie 
won nothing for the nation. 

On the I2th of November, when Scott was in ad^ 
vance of the troops who had fought the battle of Chrys- 
ler's Field and beat back the British (their general 
would sufier them to do no more), a retreat was ordered, 
to the utter disgust of the nation. It has been said by 
those who know, that with a regiment of dragoons and 
a flying battery Scott could have entered MontreaL 
The opportunity, however, was lost. As an excuse for 
this sad blunder, it was said that Hampton would not 
join Wilkinson at St. Regis, for fear of a want of forage, 
and Wilkinson would not go down the St. Lawrence 
because Hampton refosed to join him. The people, 
however, were ashamed of them, and the next campaign 
was confided to other and younger men. The army 
after the battle at Chiystler's Field retreated to French 
Mills or Salmon river, where has been built a village 
called Covington, after the gallant general killed there, 
who had but a few hours previously been promoted 
froip a dragoon regiment to die brigade at the head of 
which he was mortally wounded. 

Mansfield in his life of Scott thus describes the 
errors of this campaign : 

" In the plan of this campaign there was no want of 
foresight or sagacity. The capture of Kingston, the 
main point in the plan, would have destroyed the 
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strangest point of defence, and depot of stores, on the 
line of the St. Lawrence and the lakes, firbm Quebec to 
Detroit Montreal would then have faUen at any mo- 
ment the American commander chose. 

In the departure from the first object, and deciding 
on a descent on Montreal, there was yet an important, 
and, in the event of success, probably decisive move- 
ment to be accomplished. The fall of Montreal would 
have given the Americans the command of the heart of 
the Canadas, and, with the comparatively small regular 
force of the British, they would have kept it and com- 
manded the line of the St. Lawrence.* 

Such was not, however, to be the result. There Was 
enough of individual valor, of skill, of daring, and of 
enterprise, to have secured success to a competent com- 
mander, or victory to the boldness of an ardent leader. 
But, by a series of unnecessary delays and inexplicable 
blunders on the part of chiefs, these noble gifls of infe- 
riors were rendered useless to their country, and una- 
vailable to themselves. 

Amidst the disasters of the campaign, theiie was one 
benefit. The touchstone of experience had been applied 
to the temper of the army, and it was now easy to select 
the pure metal firom the dross. It was a hard school of 
adversity ; but many brave and highly-gifted young men 
were trained by its teachings to become accomplished 
and efficient officers. On the other hand, it detected 
the emptiness and unfitne^ of many a fop, both young 
and old, who had been seduced into the service by the 

* " The plan 6f the secretary of war, as shown by the official cor- 
respondence, appears to have been that stated in the text. It 
seems, however, that General Wilkinson differed from the secre- 
tary in opinion, and finally adopted his own schenle, which was the 
descent of the St. Lawrence, as he attempted it.'' > 
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^tter of uniform aiid the pomp of military parade. 
They were made to learn and feel their incompetency 
to endure the duties or the frowns of war. An elegant 
writer* has well remarked, that the rude i^mter gales of 
Canada swept from our ranks the painted insects, which 
were fit only to spread their glittering wings in the sum* 
mer sun ; but, at the same time, roused and invigorated 
the eagle-spirits, who, during the calm, cower in soli- 
tude and silence, but, as the tempest rises, come forth 
from obscurity to stem the storm, and sport themselves 
in the gale." 

* " Subfttantially quoted from a biography of Scott, in the Ana- 
lectic Magazine." 
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CHAPTER V. 

^mp of instniction at Buffalo — Opening of the caIX^)ajgn•T- 
Battle of Chippewa — Force of each army — ^Loss on each 
side — Burlington Heights — Battle of Niagara — ^Scott wounded 
— ^Respective loss of the Americans and British — American 
army retires to Bkck Bock. 

The campaign of 1813 bad a brilliant commence- 
ment, but terminated with ahame and a precipitate retreat 
The pride of the army was crushed ; the people had 
ceased to respect it ; and it was found most difficult to 
fill up the levies authorized to be made. In attempting 
to create a military spirit to replace that which had 
been lost, 3cott passed the winter at Albany, New 
York, by advice of the president arrangmg such a 
system with Governor Tomkins, as would prevent pri- 
vate soldiers hereafter from discussing political questions 
on the eve of battle. 

On the 9th of March he was appointed brigadier- 
general, and immediately reported to Major-Greneral 
Brown, who bad again advanced from French Mills 
towards Canada. So high was Scott's reputation as 
a tactician, that on the 24th of March his se^ior pro- 
ceeded to Sackett's Harbor, to afford Scott an opporti^ 
nity to establish a normal camp, and to instruct the 
officers in their duties. The army which was rapidly 
being assembled at Buffalo, viras composed of Scott's 
and Ripley's brigades, and Hindman's battalion of the 
second (Scott's old regiment), and a brigade of militia 
commanded by General Porter. 
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The brigade of Scott consisted, according to Mans- 
field, of the 9th, 11th, and 25di regiments of the line 
(one battalion each), a detachment of the 22d| and a 
company of artiUery, commanded by Captain Towson. 
General Ripley commanded die 1st, 21st, and 23d regi- 
ments of the line. General Porter commanded die 
Canadian volunteers, the New York and Pennsylvania 
volunteers, among whom, however, was a company of 
men which had marched on foot from Petersburg, Virgi- 
nia, to participate in the perils of this campaign. 

The troops were drilled incessantly, the officers being 
united in squads, platoons, and companies as they pro- 
gressed, to enable them to teach and exemplify to the 
men what they had learned. Battalions and regiments 
were formed, and finaUy the whole line was drilled 
under the immediate inspection of the commander. 
This practice was first adopted in the French army under 
the empire, and subsequently introduced in our service. 
It 4ias in both countries led to the most important results. 
At Bttflalo every detail of the seivice was attended to, 
from the column of attack to the mode of saluting under 
the personal inspection of the general. In die interval 
the country compbdned of the inactivity of the army ; 
but in the spring of 1814 it resumed its activity, and 
then became apparent die good effects of Scott's course. 
When Genaral Brown in Jcme retumedto Bufialo, be 
saw his new levies convMed into veterans, and all 
buoyant with hope and confidence as to the resuk of the 
okmpsogn which was about to open. The fitst movement 
was on the 3d of July, when Scott crossed die river 
below Fort Ene, and Ripley above. Widi Seott 'was 
Hindman's command. Scott and Colonel Camp, a 
volunteer, had landed before the enemy fired a shot 
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Fort Erie at once surrendered,* and preparations were 
made to attaqlr Genersd Ria}I, who was encamped at 
Chippewa. On the 4th General Scott advanced towards 
the village, driving before him the Marqui9 of Tweedak, 
colonel of the Briti^ lOOdi foot, who at nigfat&ll 
crossed the Chippewa and took refuge in the camp of 
General Riall. General Scott halted at Stieet's creek, 
two miles from Chippewa, directly in front of the British 
camp, between which and his position was a level plain 
two miles wide, bounded on the east by the Niagara 
river, along which ran the Chippewa rpad ; on the west 
was a primeval forest, between which and the road- were 
the Chippewa and Street's creek ; on the other side of 
the former lay the British army, between a heavy bat- 
tery and a block-house, the fir^ of which crossed each 
other in front. Scott's brigade was on Street's creek, 
in the promontory formed by it and the Niagara. The 
British determined to anticipate General Brown's attack. 
The day was long and hot, and the plain was dusty. Far 
in the distance was heard the gradual murmur of the 
Niagara, a meet accompaniment to the sounds ^f strife, 
which were soon to arise from the champions of two 
great nations. 

The batde began between the Canadian militia 
and Indians-, and the troops on the left of the Amm- 
can line. * Porter's, militia brigade, with whom w^e 
a few friendly Indians of flie Six-Nations, soon drove 
the enemy from the wood which they had occupied, 
into the village of Chippewa. Here, supported by 
their main force, the skhrmishers rallied, and in turn 
drove Porter back, until, when the British r^ulart^ ad- 

< * The British garrison of Fort Erie consisted of one hundred and 
seventy men, and seven officers of the 8th and 100th foot, com- 
manded by Major Bushe, all of whom became prisoners^ 
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Tancedy tke American irreguIarSj in spite of aB Porter^s 
g^Uant efforts, broke and fled. Kot having anticipated 
a fight so soon, Scott had taken his men out in their sky* 
blue fatigue jackets for drill ; he saw a dust rise on 
the edg^ of the plain* General Brown then rode up and 
said, «« The enemy advance — ^you will have a fight^" 
thus laconic were ihe orders to Scott. When he arrived 
at the bridge over Street's creek, he first saw the enemy 
tlisplayed in the plain before him. Their force consisted 
of the 100th regiment, commanded by Lord Tweedale, 
the royals, by Colonel Gordon, and the eighth foot. 
They had also with them a detachment of the royal artil- 
leiy, a part of the nineteenth, light dragoons, and a 
numerous force of Canadians and Indians. They h^d 
over and above this a heavy batt^, within point-blank 
range of the American force. Under a heavy fire Scott 
passed the bridge; Majors Leavenworth and McNeil, 
both of whom subsequently became generals, had taken 
position in firont of the British left and centre. Major 
Jesup, now quartermaster-general and a m^jor-general, 
obliqued to the left and dashed immediately at the 
enemy. Towson's battery occupied a position immedi- 
ately on the left of the Chippewa road. The British 
line was continuous, that is, within intervals, yet they 
Qutflaoiked the American left. Scott, therefoje, com- 
manded his troops to take ground to the ^ right by 
enlarging the intervals between the battalions of Leaven- 
worth and McNeil, a difficult manoeuvre, executed under 
4he enemy's- heavy fire with the precision of the parade. 
The action had become general; Jesup having en- 
tered the wood, held in check the enemy's whole right 
wing, while the left continued to advance along the 
plain, which there widened considerably. The conse- 
quence was, that there were two battles, and the enemy 
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made a new flank. General Scott was not^ at tbis time 
more than fifty yards firom the enemy, and took adtatt- 
tage of the mter?al between Leavenworth's and McNeills 
battalions to throw forward the left of the llth^ McNeilX 
so as^to fiaidc the enemy obliquely. Scott then rode up 
tO/ McNeil's and called to it to charge. << The enemy/' 
be said, << say we are good at long shot, but cannot stand 
cold iron. I call on the 11th to give the lie to the slan- 
der — CHARGE !" Every man jn this regunent had seen 
at least one campaign ; and giving one cheer, the vete> 
ran soldiers sprang forward, their major leading them. 
Leavenworth saw what was going on, and sdso charged, 
while Towson fired into &e British masses with great 
rapidity. The eflfect was, that this wing of the British 
army broke and fled precipitately. Jesup, at almost the 
same time, findii^ the other British wing pressii^ closely 
on him, brought his men to a support and advanced. 
The fire of the enemy in the interim was fearfiil. In a few 
minutes be coolly halted, and delivered a fire so deadly* 
that his opponents also retreated. The whole army* 
headed by Scott, pursued them hotly tiU within half 
musket shot of Chippewa bridge, in their entrench- 
ments beyond which diey took refuge. 

This action placed Scott's military skill in a promi* 
nent position, and the credit of the victory was eveiy> 
where attributed to him. His advance of the flank of 
the 11th had enabled him to outreach that of one British 
wing, and not only strike his flank but double around a 
portion of the rear. In extending the intervals between 
his battalicms, he seems distinctly to have meditated this. 
It was also by his command that Towson had given an 
oblique direction to his guns. The enemy in tiieir ad« 
vance masked their own battery, so that it had no choice 
but to remain idle or fire on the batteiy of Towson, 
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vhich it did, dismounting one of his guns and having 
one of their own dismounted by a shot from the Ameri- 
can battery. 

Immediately before McNeil and Leavenworth made 
the final charge, Scott rode up to Towson's command, 
by which he was received with the full military salute 
given with as much precision as if they had been on the 
drill ground. << Fire more to the left, captain ;'' Towson 
obeyed, and delivered that fearful fire which opened a 
way for the American charge into the British line. 

General Brown had sought to bring up Ripley's bri<* 
gade, to the support of Scott. The 21st regiment was 
thrown forward, but arrived too late. The battle was 
won, and all they could do was to join in the pursuit. 
This was a victory worth somethinjg. The English 
troops, which were routed there, were picked men ; the 
royal regiment, or royal Scots, being one of the oldest 
in the world, formed at the time of the consolida- 
tion of the kingdoms of^England and Scotland, out 
of the body-guards of the Scottish king, lliey had 
served everywhere with distinction. The 100th foot 
was a favorite corps ; the artillery was a portion of pro- 
bably the best corps in the world. The 8th foot was also 
a veteran and celebrated regiment. They were, how- 
ever, beaten badly, by troops at whose appearance the 
British officers sneered. It is said that the Canadian 
militia went into action under the impression that Scott's 
brigade were militia from Bufialo, and had imparted this 
idea to the British regulars. An officer taken prisoner 
in front of the bridge across the Chippewa, is reported 
to have said to his captors, << If these be your militia, 
God keep the regulars from us." 

Few strangers who visit the cataract of Niagara, omit 
to look upon the battle-field, which, though on the other 
Vol. I. 11 
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side of the lake, and beneath the British flag, is the pro- 
perty of the United States, won by the blood and valor 
of her sons. It is one of our battle-fields. At nightfall 
each army retired to its camp ; the British general to 
account for his defeat, the American to communicate to 
his country the tidings which were to restore to the army 
the confidence of the nation. 

The British acknowledged that they were beaten, — a 
thing rarely done by them on the few occasions when 
such had been the case. They said, however, that the 
numerical force of the Americans was the greatest. Their 
own official reports, notwithstanding, prove the contrary. 
Colonel Gordon led four hundred of the royal Scots mto 
action. Of the 8th, there was one battalion of four hun- 
dred men. The Marquis of Tweedale commanded two 
battalions of his own 100th regiment ; and the force of 
dragoons, artillery, and Canadian militia, mustered to- 
gether five hundred men. The total, therefore, was 
about twenty-one hundred men, of whom one hundred 
and thirty-eight were killed, three hundred and nineteen 
wounded, and forty-six taken prisoners. 

The three battalions of American infantry numbered 
about fourteen hundred, including the detachment of the 
twenty-second. Porter^s corps numbered about five hun- 
dred ; making the total American force nineteen hundred 
men. General Ripley's troops did not fire a shot, and 
Porter's men were not rallied afler the advance of the 
British regulars. Only one company of Hindman's bat- 
talion of the 2d artillery was engaged. The American 
loss was sixty killed, and two hundred and forty-eight 
wounded. The inequality of numbers was so slight that 
the two armies, for all practical purposes, may be con- 
sidered equal. The British general chose his field, was 
gallantly met by the Americans, and beaten, beyond 
the possibility of cavil or dispute. 
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This victor}' vras as necessary to the public mind as 
was that of Washington at Trenton. It proved that 
there was no excuse for an American force being de- 
feated by equal numbers ; and that with competent men, 
who knew their duty, commanding in the various grades, 
they could not be beaten. 

They had fought at Chippewa with no holiday sol- 
diers, but with men grown gray in India and Spain, and 
witnesses of many a bloody fight. The English people 
everywhere recognised this defeat, and the minds of 
their rulers irom this time became every day more dis- 
posed for peace. 

For this victory Scott received the brevet of major- 
general, and his aide-de-camp, Worth, that of captain ; 
McNeil, Leavenwordi, and Jesup became lieutenant- 
colonels, Toy^son a major, and other officers were 
remembered. 

Only two days afterwards the American army crossed 
the Chippewa, driving the enemy before them. Scott's 
brigade led the advance. 

In the fall of 1813, a new fort, called Messassauga, 
was built by the British near the mouth of the Niagara. 
Aftier General Riall had reinforced the garrison of this and 
of Fort George, he retired to the head of Ontario, near 
Burlington Heights. To obtain possession of these de- 
fences was a part of General Brown's plan, which must 
precede any ulterior operations. To effect it he needed 
heavy ordnance, which could not be transported in conse- 
quence of the temporary predominance of the British on 
the lake, attributed to the iUness of Captain Chauncey. 
He was, therefore, forced to relinquish his designs on the 
two first posts, and resolved to attack Burlington Heights. 
To draw the enemy from his strong position he feigned to 
retreat) crossed the Chippewa, and encamped between 
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it and the FaUs. If the British should not be deceived 
by this movementy it was purposed to allow the army to 
rest on the 25th, and on die 26th to detach Scott's bri- 
gade up the Queenstown road to force Riall to a fight 
wherever he might find him. At about two o'clock in 
the afternoon, when the whole army was reposing. 
General Brown received a. note fix>m the commander of 
a militia regiment, occupying one or two strong posi- 
tions on the New York side, stating that the enemy had 
sent a thousand men firom Queenstown to Lewiston. 
Brown fancied at once that the motive of this movement 
was to capture the American magazines at Schlosser, and 
cut ofi* the communication with BuiTalo. He immedi- 
ately determined to teach the enemy a lesson by attack- 
ing the British posts at the embouchure of the Niagara. 
Scott's brigade was in motion in an almost incredibly 
short space of time, and on this occasion was composed 
of four battalions, one of which was commanded by Colo- 
nel Brady of the 22d in&ntiy, and the others by Majors 
McNeil, Jesup, and Leavenworth ; together with Tow- 
son's artillery and a detachment of the 1st dragoons and 
of volunteer horse, commanded by Captain Harris. The 
strength of the whole was thirteen hundred men. Imme- 
diately above the Falls, General Scott discovered a party 
of British officers, mounted, and evidently come out to 
reconnoitre. He soon after discovered that the enemy 
were in force before him, being hidden firom view only 
by a strip of timber. He saw at once that his orders to 
attack the British forts, had been given him on the suppo- 
sition that the American magazines at Schlosser were 
menaced. He therefore immediately sent Adjutant- 
General Jones to General Brown with the news, and 
dashed through the wood just below a dwelling then made 
famous as Forsythe's house. He found drawn up in firont 
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of him on Lundy's Lane, a larger force than he had 
defeated before at Chippewa. 

He now saw that he was in a diificult position. To 
stand still was out of the question, for the heavy British fire 
would at once have killed off his whole brigade. It was 
impossible also to retreat, as in that case a panic would 
probably be created in Ripley's brigade, immediately be- 
hind him, though at a distance which would not allow it 
immediately to participate in a fight. He determined at 
once to b^in the battle, leading the British general by his 
boldness to think that Brown with all his forces was there ; 
thus taking firom him the advantage of hb numbers, and 
stripping him of the prestige of makmg the first attack. 
He met with brilliant success, and kept at bay the ene« 
my's whole line until General Brown actually arrived. 
Scott in the meantime kept Brown informed of the state of 
affiiirs, having by a second staff-officer communicated to 
him the fact, that the enemy were before him in in- 
creased force. Indeed, on the previous night, Sir Gror- 
don Drummond, a lieutenant-general, had arrived with 
large reinforcements at the mouth of the Niagara. This 
circumstance Brown was entirely ignorant of. Riall had 
ascertained it, however, and in obedience to orders had 
marched down the road to meet him. This was the 
route Scott intended to take in his contemplated attack 
on the posts at the mouth of the river. Riall had, it is 
true, marched by Queenstown, but had not landed on 
the American side, and had already been joined by two 
or more battalions landed with Sir Gordon Drummond 
at the mouth of the river fi^m the fleet. After the 
commencement of the battle, the others successively 
arrived. About forty minutes before sunset of a day, 
the exact counterpart of that on which the battle of 
Chippewa had been fought, the action began. The rays 
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of the setting sun fell distinctly on the spray cast up by 
the Falls, and was refracted into a glorious rainbow, one 
arm of which rested on the American column. The 
roar of the cataract was mingled with the roll of the 
drum and volleys of musketry. The British line opened 
its fire at the distance of one hundred and fifty paces. 
It numbered about eighteen hundred strong, and was 
posted in Lundy's Lane, which ran along a ridge nearly 
perpendicular to the line of the river. The left was 
about two hundred yards firom the river, between which 
and it intervened a thicket. Major Jesup, supported by 
Colonel Brady, was ordered by Scott to turn the ene- 
my's flank by taking possession of this opening, which 
they did, while the other battalions and Towson's artil- 
lery formed line to the firont. The cavalry was reserved. 
An attempt to outflank the American lefl; was at once 
repelled by Major McNeil, but not without great loss. 
While the lines were hotly engaged with each other, 
Brady had resumed his proper place, as also had Jesup, 
who, after outflanking the British left, had charged 
through it and formed line again on his position. In 
this manoeuvre he had captured Major-'General Riall and 
many other officers. The British general surrendered 
his sword to Major Ketchum of the 25th infantry, who 
not only died in the service himself, but left two mem- 
bers of his family who have since been commissioned. 

When darkness had rendered all things indistinct, the 
action still raged. At nine o'clock. General Brown 
arrived, and found that the enemy's right and left were 
routed, and that the centre alone was able to keep posi- 
tion. Battalions of Drummond's reinforcements con- 
tinued to arrive ; and Brown insisted on Scott's informing 
him personally of all that had occurred. 

Of the new troops he had brought into the field. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



BATTLE OP NIAGARA. 167 

General Brown determined to form a new line, and 
make of Scott's brigade a reserve. To do this with 
safety, it was necessary to carry the enemy's battery, 
which, strongly posted, was the key of his whole position. 
Turning to Colonel Miller, the general asked him if he 
could " carry that battery ?" « I can try, sir,"* was the 
brief and soldierly reply. He rushed up the hill, and 
did carry it. This secured the battle. This battery 
became the subsequent object of both combatants ; and 
frequent attempts by the British to retake it, were re- 
pulsed. One of them Scott repelled in person. General 
Brown was wounded, and sought to turn over the com- 
mand to Scott. He also had been twice wounded, and, 
exhausted by loss of blood, was disabled. General 
Brown continued to command. 

After the capture of the battery, the army of General 
Brown changed its position, being drawn up across the 
lane, with the Niagara behind it. Ripley was in the 
centre, with Scott and Porter on the right and left re- 
spectively. The British contmued to attempt to recap- 
ture the battery and crest of the hiD, but each time 
failed. 

At eleven o'clock, Scott was wounded in the left 
shoulder, immediately after a successftil attack on the 
British line, which compelled it yet ftirther to retire. His 
aides-de-camp, Lieutenants Worth and Smith, were both 
wounded by his side. 

The loss on each side was about equal, the Ameri- 
cans having one hundred and seventy-one killed, five 
hundred and seventy-two wounded, and one hundred and 
seventeen taken prisoners ; total, eight hundred and sixty. 
The British lost eighty-four killed, five hundred and fifty- 

* These words were afterwards borne on the colors and buttons 
of his regiment. 
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aine wounded, and two hundred and thirty-five taken 
prisoners ; total, eight hundred and seventy-eight. 

At a late hour of th^ day, General Brown was forced 
by his wounds to retire ; and, in the absence of Scott, 
confided the command to General Ripley, with ofders 
to bring the dead, wounded, and artiUeiy firom the field. 
The want of drag-ropes and horses, however, rendered 
it impossible to bring ofi* the guns, which the British 
were on the next day able to regain. 

The battle had been fought by night, and when morn- 
ing came, the hostile armies had scarcely begun to repose 
or shaken off the delirium of batde. Charge after charge, 
and volley after volley, had been given by night ; and, 
as an admirable writer states, <(For a time the faint 
beams of the moon struggled with the smoke, and gave 
a little light to the combatants; but it was but little. 
The moon itself became obscuredj and no light, save the 
rapid flashes of musket and cannon, pierced the heavy 
clouds." 

This battle is called by the British general, in his 
report, the battle of "Lundy's Lane." In the United 
States, it is called " Bridgewater." Its true name should 
be that of << Niagara." Its field is another of our con- 
quests, which, whatever the political condition of Canada 
may be, is indissolubly connected with the United States. 

Our army then went to Chippewa, and took posses- 
sion of the enemy's works. A report having been cir- 
culated that Sir Gordon Drummond, at the head of 
heavy reinforcements, was again advancing, the Ameri- 
can army proceeded to Black Rock, where, after ordering 
the old Fort Erie to be repaired. General Brown, who 
had again assumed the direction of affairs, assigned the 
command to Brigadier-General Gaines. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




Nathait Towsok, 
Paymaster-Geneial, Brigadier-General by Brevet. 
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In almost all of Scott's exploits and battles on the 
lakes, pepetaal reference has been made to Captain Tow- 
* son, who, with his artillery, figures not unfrequently with 
more distinctness than men of far higher rank. 

This gallant officer is a native of Maryland, and 
entered the service on the 12th of March, 1812, as a 
captain of the 2d artillery ; the colonel of which, it will 
be remembered, Scott soon became. After serving 
through the war with great distinction, and receiving the 
brevet of major, for capturing the British brig Caledo- 
nia under the guns of Fort Erie, on the 6th of October, 
1812, he received a second brevet, of lieutenant-colonel, 
for gallantry at Chippewa, firom the date of that battle, 
July 5, 1814. The first of these brevets is but one 
month junior to that conferred on Greneral Taylor for 
the defence of Fort Harrison, and, ne^ to it, the oldest 
in the army. 

(xeneral Towson was also at the battle of Stoney 
Creek, and did distinguished service at the defence of 
Fort Erie. His participation in the latter action will be 
related in the biography of Greneral Gaines. 

The conduct of Towson's batteiy at the batde of Chip- 
pewa, when thrown forward by Greneral Brown, with 
Scott^s brigade, to bring the British to action, was one of 
the most distinguished pieces of artillery service during 
the whole war. It attracted as much attention and won as 
high compliments firom English as American officers. At 
this battle, Towson, with four guns, held in check an 
artillery force much superior in number, and belonging 
to a corps (the royal artillery) considered usually to 
have no superior, if it has any equal. There is no doubt 
that Captain Towson, on that day, richly merited the 
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brevet conferred on him, and contributed, in no small 
degree, to the glory and success of the battle. 

On the reorganization of the staff of the army, sub- ' 
sequent to the reduction of 1821, Lieutenant- Colonel 
Towson was appointed to the head of the pay-depart- 
ment, with the rank of colonel of cavalry, and the date 
of May 8th, 1822. On the 30th of June, 1834, Colonel 
Towson was honored with the brevet of brigadier-general. 

Since his appointment to the pay department. General 
Towson has been almost constantly confined to his bu- 
reau, the business of which has been directed with an 
accuracy and fidelity reflecting as much credit on his 
business feculties as his earlier career did on his military 
reputation. His services, throughout the war of 1812-15, 
won him the reputation of being one of the most brilliant 
artillery officers of the army ; and his services will not 
suffer in comparison with those of the many younger 
men who have become celebrated during the Mexican 
war. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAPTER VI. 

Scott's wounds — Princeton — ^Treaty of peace — Scott declines 
the office of secretary of war — ^Visits England — Vote of 
thanks by congress — ^Testimonials from state legislatures — 
Controversy with Jackson — ^Address at West-Point on the 
death of Jackson — Dispute concerning breyet rank. 

Scott was severely wounded at Niagara, and was 
taken from the field of battle in the most intense pain. 
He had, soon after th« action began, been struck by a 
spent ball in the side, and at a later hour by a musket- 
ball, which passed through his shoulder. He remained 
in great agony at Buffalo and Williamsville for several 
weeks, and was then removed to the house of his friend, 
Mr. Brisbane, of Batavia. Care and repose did much, 
and after a further delay, he was able to bear the motion 
of a litter, in which he was borne on the shoulders of 
men to th^ residence of the late Honorable John Nicho- 
las, of Greneva, where he was nursed with unremitting 
care. 

The high reputation of the surgeons of Philadelphia 
made hini most anxious to place himself under the direc- 
tion of the late Dr. Physic and Dr. Chapman, the latter of 
whom was linked to Scott's regard more closely by that 
masonry of love which unites together most of the sons 
of that state in which both Dr. Chapman and General 
Scott were bom. This feeling in their case was the 
more close, as they had been neighbors at home. At 
this time, however, (September, 1814), Baltimbre was 
supposed to be menaced witli another attack, and it was 
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thought most advisable that Scott should assume the 
nominal command of the troops intended for its defence, 
and he therefore proceeded with his aide-de-camp, 
Worth, to that city. 

His whole journey was like a royal progress, and he 
was received with every demonstration of respect. 

He chanced to pass through Princeton on the day of 
the annual commencement. He was placed at once in 
bed to obtain rest to enable him to support the journey to 
Philadelphia. It became known , however, that he was in 
the city, and the faculty immediately sent a deputation to 
invite his presence. He was carried to the church in 
which the ceremonies were being held, pale, thin, with his 
bandaged arm in a sling, and the military frock loosely 
thrown over his shoulders. He was received by persons 
of every age, sex, and condition, with the homage he 
merited. 

The valedictory address was delivered on this occa- 
sion be a gentleman of high talent, and its subject was, 
" the public duties of a good citizen in peace and war." 
At the end of his address, the speaker, catchmg enthu- 
siasm from the moment and occasion, turned to the 
wounded soldier and made him the personification of 
his ideal. The audience were enchanted, and the sol- 
dier and scholar both shared in the applause thus evoked. 

The president and trustees conferred on Scott the 
honorary diploma of Master of Arts ; not a mere idle 
complimefnt, but one, the right to which he had earned 
by patient study of two professions. 

At Philadelphia Governor Snyder received him at 
the head of a division of militia, whence, after a short 
delay, he proceeded to Baltimore. At this city. Dr. 
Gibson, since professor of surgery in the University of 
Pennsylvania, finally operated on and healed the wound. 
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On the 16th of October, he assumed command of the 
military district known as the Tenth, the head-quarters 
of which were at Washington. It will be remembered 
that at this time there was no commander or general-in- 
chief, other than the president and his delegate, the secret 
tary of war. At Washington and Baltimore, in feeble 
health, but actively engaged in the details of his com- 
mand, he passed the winter of 1814-15. Though he 
bad at that time many seniors^ he received the high 
compliment of being requested to furnish the plan trace 
of the general campaign for the summer of 1815. 

On the 8th of January the battle of New Orleans 
was fou^t, and soon after (February, 1815), news of 
the treaty of peace was received at Washington. When 
we look at facts, tbe treaty of peace must be consi- 
dered to have been made whep die British commander 
led his troops from the breastwork in front of New Or- 
leans. None who have studied the later militaiy history 
of Great Britain, can doubt (judging from her conduct 
after the revolutionary war, in retaining possession of 
posts clearly ceded by the treaty to the United States, — 
her conduct in relation to Malta, and her conquests in 
India) that if the attack on that city had succeeded, as the 
heritor of the French rights, by authority of some secret 
treaty with an obsolete Spanish Bourbon, or any other 
pretext, the British ministry would have kept possession 
of the mouth of the Mississippi. It happened, however, 
otherwise. Each campaign, except that of Hull, had 
left the sum of operations in favor of the Americans ; 
and Great Britain was amply content to withdraw from 
interference with the afiairs of the United States. 

After the treaty of peace, General Scott was ofiered 
the office of secretary of war. He declined this high 
tru9t, because he thought himself too young for it^ He 
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was then requested to take it ad interimy until Mr. 
Crawford, minister at Paris, who was subsequently ap- 
pointed, should arrive. This he also declined, adding 
that Generals Jackson and Brown were both his seniors, 
and that he would not expose them to the necessity 
either of resigning or of serving under the orders of a 
junior. At this time, the secretary of w^r was de facto 
the commander of the army. After other duties of im- 
portance, he went to Europe, under orders^ to gather 
professional information, and to improve his health, 
which, from the dangerous nature of his wounds, yet 
continued feeble. 

It has also been said that he was charged with diplo- 
matic duties of no small importance, in relation to the 
revolutions, then at their height, in more than one of the 
colonies of Spain. He was also instructed to ascertain 
the opinions of Great Britain in relation to Cuba. This 
subject engrossed much of the attention of Mr. Madison, 
the cabinet, and the people. When we remember that 
at that time Great Britain had not manumitted her 
slaves in the West Indies, and that the re-establishment 
of her influence in America was a prominent point in 
her policy, we cannot wonder at it, nor at the feeling 
which long afterwards induced the convention of the 
congress at Panama, and made Mr. Monroe publish his 
celebrated declaration, that, for the future,' American 
afiairs were to be interfered with by no European prince 
or potentate. 

While in Europe, his tall and soldierly form con- 
tributed to exalt the high estimate already placed on 
him in consequence of his military achievements. The 
British officers whom he had met in battle, in a time 
of peace hastened to welcome him ; and even from the 
gray-haired , soldiers of other wars, he received atten- 
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iioB. Among others who gave him evidence of the 
fame he won, were La Fayette, Kosciusko, and more 
than one of the marshals of &e French empire. 

Scott studied intently while in Europe, and brought 
home a fund of information, :the good effects of which 
can yet be traced ih the army. On his return General 
Scott was assigned to the command of the Atlantic 
coast, which he exercised until his promotion to the 
head of the army, with the exception of a few years' 
service in the north-west and special duty in Florida. 

In March, 1817, he married his present accompUshed 
vrife, the daughter of Colonel John Mayo, of Henrico 
county, Virginia. 

General Scott's military history to this time may be 
thus summed up : at the age of twenty-two he entered the 
army as a captain of light artillery. In the spring of 1812 
he became a lieutenant-colonel, overleaping the grade of 
major, at the imanimous instance of the whole delegation 
in congress from his state. On the 2d of March, 1813, 
at the instance of his superior officers,' he became a full 
colonel of a double regiment, and on the 9th of March, 
1814, a full brigadier-gieneral. Within four months 
after that date, the battle of Chippewa took place, and 
at the demand of the whole nation Mr. Madison ap- 
pointed Scott a major-general. It is worth while to 
state that Mr. Madison, highly as he estimated Scott, 
objected to his promotion in the first instance to a lieu- 
tenant-colonelcy over all the majors in the service, and 
again to his being assigned at the age of twenty-six 
to the command of a double regiment. His merit, 
however, overweighed the objection to his youth. He 
was promoted to the highest rank of the service, and 
the nation has endorsed the propriety of the act. 

When the war was nearly over, on the 3d of Novem- 
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ber, 1814, congress passed a vote ot thanks to Scott, piot 
only for his conduct at QueenstoMrn-) Chippewa, and 
Niagara, but throu^out the warv He alone has thus 
been honored. 

The resolution alsp authorized the president to e&ase 
a gold medal to be struck and presented to him as a 
token and evidence of this respect. During the admm- 
istration of Colonel Monroe, the medal was presekkted 
widi the following ceremonies : 

President Manroe^s Address. 

« General Scott : Your conduct in the late war mer- 
ited and obtained, in a high degree, the approbation of 
congress and your country. In the battles of Chippewa 
and Niagara, in Upper Canada, in the camp^gn of 
1814, your daring enterprise and gallantry in action 
were eminently conspicuous. 

In rendering justice to you, I recur with pleasure 
to the report made of those actions by the military coiq- 
mander, the most competent judge of your merit. In 
the batde of Chippewa, he says, you are entitled to the 
highest praise your country can bestow ; aiid that .we 
are indebted to you, more than to any other person, for 
the victory obtained in it. 

In the battle of Niagara you commenced the ac- 
tion, and your gallantry in several severe encounters, 
until , disabled by severe wounds, was equally distin- 
guushed. As a testimonial of the high sense entertained 
by congress of your merit in those actions, I have the 
pleasure to present you this medal." 

Major-General Scotfs Reply. 

<< With a deep sense of the additional obligation now 
contracted, I accept, at the hands of th^ venerable 
chief magistrate of tiie Union, this classic token of the 
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fairest reward that a freeman can receive — the REr 

GOBDED APFROBATIOfiT OF HIS COUNTRY. 

If, in the resiolve of congress, or in your address, 
sir, my individual services have been over-estimated, 
not so the achievements of that gallant body of officers 
and men, whom in battle it was my good fortune to 
command, and of whom I am, on this interesting occa- 
, sion, the hcmored representative. 

Very many of those generpus spirits breathed their 
last on the fields which their valor assisted to win ; and 
of the number that happily survive, there is not one, I 
dare affirm, who will not be ready in peace, as in war, 
to devote himself to the liberties and the glory of the 
country. 

And you, sir, whom I have the honor officially to 
address for the last time; you who bled in the first, 
and powerfully contributed to the second War of Inde- 
pendence ; you who have toiled fifty years to rear and 
to establish the liberties of this great republic — permit 
an humble actor in a much shorter period of its history, 
jto mingle his prayers with those of millions, for the 
happy but distant termination of a life, of which, as yet, 
others have enjoyed the distinguished benefits, whilst 
the cares have been all your own." 

This medal became one of Scott's lAost precious 
trophies, and was deposited for safe keeping in the City 
Bank of New Yoric, where sometime afterwards were 
his head-quarters. While there the bank was entered 
by false keys and robbed of bullion, coin, &c.^ to a 
l^rge amount, which had been kept m the same safe 
with this token of a nation's gratitude. When the offi- 
cers of the bank entered in the morning, they were sur- 
prised to find all other valuables abstracted, and the 
Vol. I. 12 
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medal of massive and pure gold remainmg. ' The rob- 
ber was soon arrested, convicted, and imprisoned. Not 
l6ng after while returning to West Point, the purse of 
General Scott was abstracted from his pocket. The 
escroc was arrested and also convicted. While in the 
prison be was taunted by the bank robber with his want 
of soul. << I robbed the bank, it is true ; I knew the 
value of the medal, but could not take the tribute of the 
nation to a soldier who had bled for her." The anec- 
dote is striking — S^U nf est pas vratsemblabk, e^est vraL 

The legislature of Virginia, February 14th, 1816, 
also voted to him << a sword of state" and the thanks of 
his native commonwealth. This resolution the Hon. 
W. C. Nicholas communicated to him in a letter fre- 
quently printed, to which General Scott made the fol- 
lowing reply: 

"Nbw York, Jtmie 26th, 1816. . 

« Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your Excellency's letter of the 3Xst ultimo, covermg 
certain resolutions of the general assembly of Virginia, 
approbatoiy of my militatry conduct during the late war, 
in general, but more particularly in the campaign' of 1814, 
in whieh my gallant associates in arms are induded. 

I iam most sensibly alive to th^ good opinion of my 
countrymen of Virginia — a state to which I am proud to 
owe my birth, and whatever of zeal or patriotism I may 
be supposed to have shown in the late common struggle 
of the Union. That my humble exertions have attracted 
the notice and received the approbation of the general 
assembly of Vii*ginia, is to me a proud distinction— -one 
that will bind me still more stron^y to those to whom I 
wias before allied by common interests, principles, and 
nativity. 

I beg your excellency to accept my best ackiiow- 
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ledgments, for the very kmd and flatterbg tenns in which 
you have been pleaded to communicate the sentiments 
of the legislature, and believe me to be, 

^ With the highest respect and consideration, 
Your Excellency's , 

Obedient and humble servant, 
WINFIELD SCOTT." 
<<tt8 Excellency Wilbon C. Nicholas." 

This sword was not presented until 1825, when 
Geperal Scott in person received it from the late Hon. 
James Pleasants, then governor of Virgmia. Governor 
Pleasants had been one of Scott's early friends, and it 
was a scene of equal pleasure to each of the two princi- 
pal actors. It was the privilege of the author of this 
book to hear the address of that honored and venerable 
old man, grown gray in the service of his country, and 
the reply of the sturdy soldier who had performed but 
half the duty he has since paid to his country. The 
touching beauty of General Scott's reply will be appre- 
ciated by all who read it : 

« Sir : In Ae part which it was my lot to bear in the 
late war, I should, have deemed myself as still unfortu- 
nate, whatever success I might have obtained, or Mat- 
ever honors might have been accorded to me elsewhere, 
if I had failed to win the approbation of my native state. 
But from this I have been happily spared — ^Vii^nia, with 
parental kindness, has deemed me one of her sons who 
endeavored well in tfie second great triumph of our free 
institutions. 

Tlie law which gave my name to a county; the 
thanks voted by the general assembly; and tiiis sword 
which I now have the honor to receive at your hands, in 
the presence of the executive council, are tiie precious 
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evidences of that partiality. Sir— they are appreciated 
by me in the spirit in which they are bestowed, as incul- 
cating the first lesson of a citizen-soldier, that, as liberty 
is the greatest of blessings, so should he ever hold him- 
self armed in her defence, and ready to sacrifice his life 

in her cause !" 

< - 

This sword was of the richest kind, mounted in solid 
gold, and rich as a gift firom the Old Dominion should 
be. Its hilt glittered with gems, and etched pn its 
blade was the proud device, Sic semper tyramnSy which 
none of her children loved more than Scott. It& intrinsic 
value was to be estimated by thousands. Yet the wealth 
" of Ophir or of farthest Ind" wOuld not have made it 
more precious in the eyes of the recipient. 

New York also presented him with a 5word by 
the honored hands of Governor Tompkins, which was 
received by him in the hall of its greatest city, on the 
25th of November (Evacuation Day), 1816. . 

In 1815, Scott was elected a member of the " State 
Society of Cincinnati" of Penns^vania. His name was 
meet to be mingled with those of the heroesof the old 
war. 

In 1817 General Scott became involved in a contro- 
versy of a personal character with General Jackson. As 
it was terminated with equal honor to both of these brave 
men, it .is far more pleasant to pass over it tha^ to/chro- 
.nicle its details. It is sufficient to say that it was ter- 
minated to the satisfaction of Jackson, who certainly was 
not pliant in his disposition, and of Scott, like Bayard^ 
smiis peat et sans reproche. It originated in miscon- 
struction of^duty and of each other, and has long bedn 
forgotten except by those who, without an eye to the 
pleasant things of life, remember only its deformities. 
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When General Jackson died, they were and had for 
years been friends. General Scott, jthen commander 
of the army, received the news while presiding at the 
examination of the cadets at West-Point. He rose at 
once and made the following address, to which criticism 
can add nodiing, nor can it abstract aught: 

<< Ek-President Jackson died at the Hermitage on the 
8th inst. The information is not official, but sufficiently 
authentic to prompt the step I am about to take. An 
event of much moment to the nation has occurred. A 
great man has fallen. General Jackson is dead — a great 
general and great patriot — who had filled the highest 
political stations in the gift of his countrymen. He is 
dead. This is not the place, nor am I the individual to 
pronounce a fit eulogy on the illustrious deceased. Na- 
tional honors will ddubtless be prescribed by the presi- 
dent of the United States ; but in the mean time, and in 
harmony with the feelings of all who hear me, and par- 
ticularly with those of the authorities of this institution, 
I deem it proper to suspend the examination of the 
cradets for the day, and to wait the orders of the execu- 
tive of the United States on the subject." 

The tenor of Scott's Itfe for a number of years after 
Ae war, was even and uninterrupted. Like the storm- 
birds, which come only on the wings of the wind *when 
the elements are in commotion, and disappear when 
nature resumes its quiet, is the soldier's career. In 
seasons of danger his name is iii the mouth of every 
one; in times of peace he is forgotten. Yet Scott 
was. not idle. The country, it is true, had emerged 
with credit from a war, but the contest had sufficed to 
show that many and radical defects existed in the Amerir 
can militaiy system. To the correction of these he 
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devoted his time and attention. The detail of the ser* 
vice, tactics, and the more exalted art of strategy, ^vithin 
the compass of which are all other arts and sciences, he 
nad carefully studied^ especially the last two, as most 
became him as a general officer. 

In 1821 Scott, by authority of the government, 
put forth a system of military discipline, known as 
the general regulations of the army, embracing the 
whole routine of an army in peafce or war. He had 
previously, as president of a mixed commission, pre- 
pared a system of infantry tactic^ similar to the on^ 
used by him in his camp at Buffalo in 1813-^14. 
Another board, of which he teas president^ ordered this 
to be published in 1825. In 1826 he contributed to the 
preparation of the system of tactics for all am^s, used in 
the army until recently, wlien the great advancement of the 
art of war required that the system should be modified. 
These books were intended origmally for the militia. 
The present systeni of infantry tactics, believed tp be Ae 
most perfect in the World, was formed by General Scott, 
in obedience to a resolution of Congress. ' It is on the 
basis of the French books prepared by the most brilliant 
men of all grades of that scientific and highly educated 
army. ' 

General Scott had, about 1828, a l<Hig eontroversy 
with Major-Greneral Gfiines in relation to brevet iank> 
which had never been d^ned at the time of his promo* 
tion to the command of the army. The head and firoht 
oT this dispute may be thus defined : After the de^th of 
Major-General Brown, who, on tbereorgani^tion of the 
army, had been appointed major-general, Mr. Adams, 
theh president, appointed G«[ieral Alexander Macomb 
to the vacant commission. General Scott, it will be 
remembered, after the battle of Chippewa^ had beira 
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breveted major-general, and consequently had thus 
acquired a date senior to both Macomb * ajid General 
Games. He maintained that this brevet commission 
gave him rank, and therefore command and seniority over 
Creneral Macomb. The president, did not, however, 
sustain his position, and Scott petitioned congress to 
enact a. statute declaring what the law was. 

He maintained that since the first establishment of 
brevet rank it had always been held to give command 
precisely as other rank did, except in the body of the 
regiment: That he held the highest rank known in the 
army (Acre being no gmerdlrm'Chief other than the 
president), from the fact that his brevet was senior to 
Macomb's commission or Gaines^ brevet. The ques- 
tion, it will readily be seen, hinges on the fact, whether 
brevet confers rank. The denial of the existence of the 
grade of general-in-^chief was absolutely true, and the 
justice of Scott's demands was a corollary of the first 
positions, if. they were sustained. - Congress did not 
pass the statute, and it came to be admitted that bre- 
vets did not confer command, and only rank in certain 
cases. Scott, who had previously offered the resigna- 
tion of his commission, when he saw that [Public opinion 
had decided against him, withdrew this resignatioil ; and, 
by General Eaton, then secretary of war under the 
administration of General Jackson, reported to Gene- 
ral Macomb, and was assigned to the .command of 
the eastern frontier. His antagonist in this question, 
Gaines, was assigned to that of the western. Previous 
to this controversy. General Scott had a second time 
visits Europe, and made a tour of England, France, 
Belgium, and Grermany. Until 1832 nothing worthy of 
mention occurred. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Removal of the Indians — ^Indian relics — Saukees and Foxes— 
Early history of these tribes — Enmity of the whites towards 
the Indians— Outrages — ^Black Haw)c — ^The Saukee war — 
The cholera— Scott's humanity — Treaties with the Inditos. 

The policy of the goverament of the United States 
ha$ been gradually to remove the Indian tribes we&twaird- 
as the colonization of the vast territories of the Union 
progressed,. The United States have evinced a fixed 
policy in this matter, and have sought always to remove 
the .Indians, peaceably if possible, but forcibly when 
they were refractory. For a long series of years, toth 
during the British regime and subsequently, the aborigi- 
nes (for such they are, as far as we know) were vexed 
with constant wars, and were oujy received as friends 
when they^ became utterly subservient. Instances pecu- 
liarly, striking^ of this character, will be found^in the 
history of the colonization of Virginia and New England.* 
The only apparent variation will be found in the early 
annals of Pennsylvania ; and it may be doubted if its 
colonizer, who bought a kingdom for a few yards of ca- 
lico and red cloth, deserves more credit than the Pilgrims 
of New England or the Cavaliers in the south ; the first 
of whom thought it a duty to exterminate infidels and 
pagans, while the second, in the spirit of old chivalry, 
were ready to seek out danger, wherever it could be 
found* Many wise men have doubted the propriety of 
this system, and have thought that it would have been 
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far better to leave the Indian races unmolested, and wait 
until, by the gradfial course of attrition and intercourse, 
the weakdr race had becon^e amalgamated with the 
stronger. To such a state of things there was no impe- 
diment ; the history, not only of the French aad Spanish 
colonies, but of more than one of the states of this con- 
federacy, proving that there Existed no repugnance be- 
tween the Caucasian and the Cis- Atlantic race. 

That this is the case, is made peculiarly apparent by 
the history of the French colonies. This pliant nation, 
acting on the principle of suaviter in modOjfortUer in 
re, have never been engaged in any serious contest with 
>the Indian races. The French colonists, coming to 
America, assimilated themselves with the occupants of 
the soil, and made such' an impression, that even now, 
vrhen for nearly a, century the French flag has waved 
over no portion of the country on this side of the Mis- 
sissippi, tribes which formerly lived there, though fre- 
quently without a single member (of the full blood) 
speaking English, have hundreds familiar with the 
French. 

This policy of the United States yas inhumane to the 
Indians of the eastern portion of the continent, and also 
most materi^y aflected the condition of the races in 
the great val)ey of the Mississippi, and the plateau which 
is on both sides of its upper portion. It is an opinioa 
generally r^eived,. that the North American Indians 
have little attachment to locality ; in other words, are 
not susceptibly of that love of country which is so car- 
dinal a quality in ourselves. A thotisand &cts refute 
this assertion. Did Powhatan, — did OpechaHgeno^ and 
a hundred chie& of the great confederacy of Ouasahun- 
canoc, as they called the country between the Delaware 
and the Santee, love their country? They have left a 
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memorial of their attacbment by the legends of strife on 
the banks of eveiy stream of that ^country of rivers/' 
and in hundreds of families sprung from them, members 
of which are diffiised throu^ every grade of society, 
almost in the whole Union. Did King Philip lo?e his 
country ? Why, after his death, was it thought neces- 
sarjr to consign his iamily to slavery beyond the seas ? 
Did the Seminoles love home ? And of what spoke the 
loud, indignant, but powerless cry of the Gherokees, 
when exiled only a few years since, but of a deep 
attachment to the land of their birth? The error is 
gre&t. The white man does not lore his home (for rarely 
in America are two generations of the same name buried 
in the same spot) ; but it is not trUe of the Indian. 

Even now it is a matter of every*day occurrence 
(Mr. Jefierson records many such) for descendants of 
tribes, now mingled with odier races, and. whose very 
names have disappeared, when dianee directs them to 
the national capital, to turn aside from the direct route, 
the recollection of which they seem almost miraculously 
to keep, to do homages to the spot made holy by the 
graves of their fathers. The preservation of the memory 
of the dead, and this attachment to home, are their 
chiuacteristics. ' Every Englishman's home is.a^castle;. 
and the feeling whidi maJrea it so is ia Ihe highest 
degree commendable. It does not, however, exceed 
that sentiqient which makes the old home id every In- 
dian race to ttem a Holy Land. The greatest outrage 
which can be inflicted On any Indian people is lo iiepa- 
rate them from this spot 

This is a principle of the human heart ; and the vio- 
lation of it has caused, every Indian war which has Udcen 
place since the establishment of Khe goveiftment. The 
cause of the many con6icts of St Oair and Wayne ; of all 
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the horrors of •< the darif and bloody groand," was not 
the enmity and natural depravity of the Indian, but the 
cupidity of the whites ; and that one perpetual war has not 
been waged against the United States, must be traced to 
an impression of the supieriority of the European races, 
which is universal in the minds of all Indians, and is 
probably based on some half-forgotten myth of other 
days. The Incas of Peru, the Montezuma, and the old 
kings of Uie realm of Quiche, all were under the influ- 
ence of this feeling of inferiority. Occasionally they 
have gone to war with one or the other of the three great 
powers K3S this eontinent^ Great Britain in her colonies, 
Spain, and the United Stated bat only when iwo were 
arrayed against each other. 

For a long period of time, the Sanks and Foxes, or, 
ats they call themselves, Sukees, had been established on 
&e Rook river, in ,the present state of Illinois. There 
tbey dwelt when the French colonists, led by Father 
Hennepin, entered the ptesent state of Missouri (dien a 
part of Louisiana), by way irf* the St Lawrence and 
great Lakes, and there they had remained during- the 
whole time of the British predominance. The mass of 
the nation had moved westward; one band had gone 
northward, mto Canada; but, in 1830, a large band 
yet remained in the old homedf their &thers. 

. In Ais section of country are many memorials which 
connect the North American Indian, either as an origma- 
tor or destroyer, with a civilization, of which we have as 
positive evidence as of that Pdasgic and Hetruscan art, 
which like it, have .left as tokens of its existeoee only 
mins. Far up on Rock river, hi Wisconsin, are the 
rains of a ii^;faty eily, the walls of which may yet be 
traced, proting incontestal^ that it was bnilt by a peo- 
ple acquainted with the mechanic arts and with the science 
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of defensive fortification. Salient and re-entering angles 
may be distincdy traced there, as in the works of Vauo 
ban and Cohom, though they are not constructed ac- 
cording to the precise rules of any old world system. 
The people^ of the country, catching the idea from the 
Canadian population, tell you that this is an old French 
work, and connect with it some long story about the 
Sieur La Salle and his companions. The idea is, how^ 
; ever, absurd. No European ever laid one of the un- 
baked bricks, or one of the stones of which the walls are 
built. Its very size is a contradiction of this. It is 
competent to contain aU the European troops landed in 
America since its conquest and discovery by the whites ; 
and nature herself has proved its age, by that of oaks 
two hundred and fifty or three hundred years old grown 
on its walls, since they were deserted and levelled with 
the ground. Around these scenes lived the Sauks in a 
country which, though with a rigid climate, was of sur- 
passing fertility, and abounded with game and all the 
necessaries of their existence. 

In 1890 their village was near the mouth of the 
river, and the countless graves around it were proo& 
of the justice of their. title to the soil. A treaty made 
in 1804 with the chie& of the Sauks, provided for the 
cession of this peninsula to the United States, with the 
proviso, that so long as it belonged to them, the Indians 
should have the privilege .of hunting and inhabiting 
it. An ambiguous condition, by which the -Indian, 
ignorant of separate states, understood that the per- 
petual usufruct was his ; and the government, that when 
a new state was erected, including in its limits this pen- 
insula, it was no longer bound to protect the Indians in 
the enjoyment of this promise. The government, in ad- 
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dition to this, had guarantied to the Indians that diese 
lands ^ould not be intruded on by squatters. 

Several prohibitory laws by congress, howeyer, did 
not keep back the vagabond whites of the frontier, and 
a gradual encroachment on the Saukees produced great 
ill-feeling on their part . It is a sad thing, yet undenia- 
ble, that along,the whole western frontier die universal 
feeling, towards the Indians is enmity. Clamors from 
the people on this side of the Rock river finally induced 
the government to order the sale of the lands, and in 
1829 the field on which stood a portion of the Saukee 
.village, opposite to Rock Island, was sold at auction. 
Black Hawk, the chief of the band, became, ejoraged, but 
at di^ instance of persons who had influence over him, 
was persuaded to remain quiet, under the impression that 
die tribe would not be molested unless it had distinctly 
and positively sold the village. 

The great and moving mind of the Saukee nation at 
that time was Black Hawk. He had acquired a reputa- 
tion and the respect of the people he governed by feats 
worthy of the most powerful days qf his tribe, and the 
admiration of the whites by conduct assimilated to their 
ideas and standard. He was a fit man to become the 
champion of an oppressed people. . This is scarcely the 
pjlace for a sketch of his early career, and of the pecu- 
liar deeds by means of which he acquiried this influence. 
His subsequent career is, however, a leaf of the history 
of the United States. 

In 1831, the Indians as usual planted the com which, 
with the exception of a few roots' and succulent plants, 
is th^ir only crop, and expected to harvest it, as they 
had done for generations. ^Scarcely, however, had it been 
planted, wlien the setders ploughed it up, and other 
minor trespasses were committed. With a forbearance 
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rare in an lAdian (for with this people a blow follows 
quickly, and soBietimes precedes a word), Black Hawk 
calmly remonstrated, and then gave the whites notice ta 
leave his village. On about the 20th of May, a number of 
the whit^& complained to Grovernor Reynolds, of lUinois, 
that Black Hawk had threatened thepi, and that the Indi- 
ans were depredating onthe property of the whites. This 
property was the soil on which for generations back the 
Saukee nation had dwelt. 

The governor immediately called out seven irandred 
mounted men to remove the* Saukees, a circumstance he 
communicated on' the 28th of the same month to Major- 
General Games, then commanding the western frontier, 
and who had establidied his head-quarters at Memphis, 
Tennessee. General Graines ordered immediately six 
companies of infantry to move from Jefierson Barracks, 
ahf[ four others from the post at I'rairie -du^ Chien, to 
Rock Island, for the purpose of pacifying the frontier. 
Of this body of men General Gaines assumed the com^ 
mand, and after a donference with. Black Hawk and the 
other chiefe who had become exaspaated, without any 
good results, occupied the Saukee village, on the 26tfa 
of J[tme, without any resistance. On the previous day 
the governor of Illinois and General J^ Duncan of the 
militia of that state, had joined him with a force of suc- 
teen hundred men. On the 30th of June, General 
Gaines and the governor concluded a capitulation, by 
which the Saukees agree to move beyond the Missis- 
sippi. 

The Saukees were not left unmolested in the hom^ 
to whidi they moved. A series of petty outrages woe 
committed on Hiem, doubtless, not by the. steady and 
tepotable people of the state, but by numfaem of. despe* 
radoes whofaad been attnteted, as vultuns are to their 
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garbage, by an idea that an Indian war would afibrd 
them an opportunity of indulging in that red-handed 
outrage which so much pleased them. The Indians also 
behaved badly, and in spite of the iterated orders and 
persuasions of die late General Atkinson, who com- 
manded Fort Armstrong, at the mouth of the river, 
persisted in returnittg to the Illinois side^ for the purpose, 
as they stated^ of raising a crop on the lands of the Winne- 
bagoes, who were established on the south side of the 
Chippewa, a stream tributary to the Mississippi, above 
Rock river. ' 

Black Hawk was a very intelligent man, but at that 
time, Uke most of )hs race, much as he feared the whites, 
was i^orant of their power and resources. It is not 
impossible that he widied to array against the United 
States a confederacy of all the Indian tribes of the 
north-west. Finding them unprepared to join him, he 
sou^t to recross the river. The Indians had encamped 
at a point on Rock river, above its mouth. A large 
body of Illinois militia, commanded by a Major StiU- 
man, had proceeded from Dixon's ferry on a scouting 
expedition to a- point higher up, where Sycamore creek 
meets the river. . Black Hawk, who waa above, hearing 
of this advance, sent out three young men with a. white 
flag to meet them, one of whom was captured by Still-, 
man's party and inhumanly dbot. Another .party of 
five Indians was also badly treated, two of tiie. nutnber 
haying been shot The volunteers continued to advance, 
untU, after having crossed the Sycamore, they m^t Black 
Hawk at the head of his warriors, very naturally anxious 
to avenge the murder of his envoys. The command of 
StiUman having violated a fundamental tule of war, 
which should be especially observed towards a savage 
people, behaved only less , disgracefully dik the field' of 
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battle, because their conduct injured no one but them- 
selves. They retreated at the first attacki leaving 
twelve men lolled^; and being pursued by the Indrans, 
were totally routed. 

This partial success was most injurious to the Indians, 
who, as is the wont of the red man, looked on it as an 
augury of victory, and could no longer be restrained. 
The people of Illinois were greatly alarmed, and the 
governor at once called out an additional force of two 
thousand militia. After a series of engagements, the 
general result of which was favorable to the whites, the 
place of retreat of the Indians on the Wisconsin river 
was penetrated, and they were driven firom it. One 
' large band sought to go down the river in boats, but 
were overtaken, tmd forced to surrender. Black Hawk, 
at the head of the mass of the nation, sought to escape 
beyond the Mississippi, which he wished to cross at the 
mouth of the Iowa. General Atkinson hotly pursued 
them, at the head of a laige force of regulars and mili- 
tia, and totally defeated them, at the battle of « the Bad 
Axe," the translation of ibe Indian name of the place. 
Black Hawk escaped, but was subsequently surrendered 
to the Indian agent by .two of the members of his par^. 

This was the end of Ae Black Hawk war. The 
chief and two others of the tribe were taken, as prison- 
ers,~ to the seat of government.. After being for a short 
time imprisoned in Fortress Monroe, at the mouth of 
James river, they were suffered to return to the tribie, 
but sank into the insignificance which seems the portion 
of the unsuccessftil. Black Hawk has been dead some 
years. 

Immediately after the defeat of Stillmali's party, it 
was supposed that the Potawatamies, Kickapoos, Win- 
nebagpes, and other kindred tribes, seduced by this first 
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8ucc^ would unite vnAi the Saukees, and that a gene- 
rs3 frontier ^ar would be the consequence. Under thia 
impression, ' Major«Gienerd Scott iva^ ordered to the 
ficenei to prevent it,, if possible ; if' not, to conduct the 
operations of the Americ»i army.' ' ' 

In obedience to this, order^ General, Scott started 
6om Buffalo, New York, with nearly one thousahd^men. 
As it was thought adviisahle that this force should b^ On 
the spot at as early 'a -date as possible, the troops were 
placed on steamboats to be iSent to Chicago, from which 
point tbtej were to co-operate with the regular and vo« 
kinteer force, cominateded by General Atkinson. They 
were doomed, however, to meet a deadlier force thaQ 
tha^ of the Indian ;*— tb contend with an eneiny against 
vfhich the warrior's arms and the devices of science 
were Hike unavailing^ to see men ^bo haid breasted 
the batde, ttad whose brows were, bronzed by the expo^ 
sure of a lifetime^ droop tod die as the Assyrian of old 
did at die bneath of the destroying angel. The Asiatic 
cholera, which, after devastating the old world, had been 
brought into America; appeared atk >board of the tranfr> 
ports, when the Voyage was nearly accomplished; lEind 
die boat floafted on the calm bosom of the lake, in the 
loidst of an« atmosphere seemingly uneontaminated bjr 
anything that could support contagion. 

The origin^ progreiss^ and disappearance of this. dia*> 
^ease. is sufficient, almost, to induce mankind -to believe 
that God Almighty sends in his wrath scourges V> 
•punidi the world for its sins ; sometimes in the shapo 
of diseiuBe and contagion, and occasionally fis Attila 
and Al^c came to avenge on one generation* the 
sins of its fsithers, come these bolts from heaven. The 
ahnals of the World record the appearanceof this scotirge, 
£r8t beneath the tultry sun xif India and the countries 
Vol. I. 13 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



194 THE GENEKAL-IW-CHmF — SCOTT. 

beyond^ that land. Gradually but rapidly passir>g north- 
ward and westward, not the snows of Siberia or the 

' deserts of Arabia have been able to restrain it.' Mos- 
cow, St. Petersburg, Vienna, Prague, Constantinople, 
Venice, even Rome itself, made holy by the residence 
of the vicegerent 6f St. Peter, were visited by llie pre- 
sence of this scourge. Germany, JFrance, even the ice- 
bound shores of Scandinavia, were visited by it, and 

r.from England it passed into the UnitcTd States through 
Canada and the British colonies north of it. It sfwept 
through our land, and only paused when it readiefd those 
climates which science, in its vanity, had foretold would 
be devastated by it. The Havana, the various ports of the 
Antilles and South America, whefe pestilence ever rfeiges, 
it spiared. SctenCe was at fault. 'The diagnostics of 
the medical art could afford to its nature no due, yet 
the cholera- was everywhere. The first case occurred 
in the city of New York, when a gentle west wind was 
blowing, and the air was balmy and seemingly uncoi»- 

. tamihated as on the morning of creation. So was it at 
Philadelphia, at Baltimore, at Richmon'd, and all Ibe 
ports of the Atlantic coast. Pittsburgh, Louisville, St. 
Louis, and New Orleans, have records of the same 
nature. It passed through the land spariiig neithcfr the 
rich nor the poor. It decimated the lowly and the hum- 
ble. The priest at the altar, the laborer in the fields, 
and the lonely scholar, alike were stricken by it. ' Even 
the soldier, amid the perils of his pi*ofessi6n, shrunk 
from a foe against which art was powerless and science 
vain. It disappeared miraculously, as it had come, and 
wheti Jits traces wete no longer seeft, flie people breathed 
as if the burden of ages were removed from them. 

The date of th6 appearance t)f the cholera in America 
was on or about the '5th of June, 1832. It was brought 
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, in an emigrant, ship from Liverpool to Quebec. In a 
few days it was at Montreal, in a week at Kingston and 
Toronto. Early in July General Scott sailed from 
Buffalo for Chicago with his force, nearly a thousand 
strong, in four boats.- On the 8th of July, while in the 
centre of lake £rie, with the pure water around, him 
and a va^t and primeval prairie on each side of the 
lake, the cholera made its appearance. 

. . On the 10th, the steamer Sheldon Thompson atrived 
at Chicago, with General Scott and his personal staff, and 
two hundred and twenty-five officers and men. In less 

. than a week the boat left, but *duiing that time one offi* 

; cer and fifty-two men had died. It left eighty others sick 
at Chipago. . Major Twiggs (the present general), of the 
4th infantry, was on board of the steamer Henry Clay 
with a large -command. . In this boat the <>fficers, in pro- 
portion, suffered mo$t. The captains who had stood 
the test of every climate of our wide extended country ; 
the subalterns^ in the buoyancy of youth and health ; and 
the ined^ staff, by the side of the iiien, paid tribute 

_to the destroyer. The mea were landed near Fort 
Gratiot, at the foot of Lake Huron, not far firom Detroit, 

^ and suffered to such a degree that all discipline was 
destrpyedj Frpm thiese and the other boats the men 
deserted in masses, and the dead bodies of those who 
kft their colors were strewn for. miles along the road. 
A traveller reported that near Detroit he passed six, in 
ajl the agonies of this fearfiil disease, dyfaig beneath one 
tree. The sufferers died in the camp and in the wilder- 

. ness alone and unattended, without the^ eye of any com- 
rade to iieatch over or relieve their suffmngs. The few 
survivors were strewn over the country, avoided by the 
people as the harbingers of pestilence, and seeking in 
vain some place where the scourge had not been fdt 
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An officer, since dead of a cru^ed constitjution, which 
iie attributed to the sufibrings of this march, stated, that, 
of all his cpmpany, which was full, but himself, a ser- 
geant, his drummer boys, and laundresses, remained. 

In this seaiBon of sorrow and distress, thou^ he was 
ill, Scott exposed himself by attendance on every grade. 
He passed from the quarters of the Beld-officer to the 
lowly couch of the private on his mission of mercy, so 
that not one man who shared in the sorrows of that sad 
march can think of the general but as a bene&ctoi*. 
These occurrences detained him some days at Chicago ; 
and when he was able to' leave, of the nine hundred and 
fifly men who had left Bufialo, but four hundred 
answered to theirnames. This remnant he placed under 
the command of the late General Eustis, imi hastened 
across the prairi^^ to join General Atkinson. He found 
this officer at'Prairie du Chien, the day after the battle 
of the Bad Axe. This battle, it will be remembered, 
occurred August 8d. 

The routed Indians werel)rou^t in prisoAers, and 
with them the'ihembers of the other band of the Saii- 
kees and the Winiiebagoes, both of which had doubt- 
less given aid and comfoft to Black Etawk. About the 
1 5th of 4^gyst the cholera ht6k<e out in General Atkin- 
son's arihy, which was stationed at Rock Island, whither 
Scott had come from Prairie du Chien. Again General 
5cott was called on to inimster to the v comfort of his 
men^ H!e himself sufiered under many of die symptoms 
of the diseai^e, yet day and ai^t he was with the sick. 
The whole' camp was become a hospjtal ;'8«iil those who 
were not its victims suffered with apprehension, nOt less 
than the many who were stricken by it On the 8th 
day of Sei^ember many had died, but the infection had 
disappeared.' 
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About the middle of September he instituted negotia- 
tions for th^ final settlement. of all difficulties^ and a 
council was held at Rock Island, at w}iich General 
ScQtt and Governor Reynolds represented the United 
States^ and chiefs were present from the SaukeeSy Wip- 
nebagoes, Siouic, and Menomenies. 

The Saukees and Foxes^ two tribes united into one, 
were the leaders of this council, and exerted great influ- 
ence over the other tribes ; with each of, whom, howeyer, 
it ws^ no rare thing for them to be at war. They were 
not numerous ; by their comparative c^ltivation, how- 
evf^r^ and their courage, they had acqviired this influence. 
After the defeat of Black Hawk, a chief (Keokuck) who 
previously b^d lucquired and lost much influence, yet 
who still was reputed one of the bravest'and most pru- 
dent of the tribe, at the instance of General Scott, was 
restored to power. 

The conference "was long ; t|ie Indians displayed 
themselves in all their pride, and the American general 
took ot:casion ta exhibit that <( pomp and pride of war," 
which none understand better ths^n he. The result was 
important, both to the red and to the white man. The 
wanted oratory of the Indian was displayed, and at last 
a series of treaties Were formed, which acquired for the 
.United States the undispiited title of « large territory, 
ai^dy hoy^ever painfiil the circumstance may have been 
to the Indians, contributed to their interests by removing : 
them from the contamination of contact with the frontier 
whites. 

The. ^eech of Scott, to whom Governor Reynolds 
on this occasion yielded iheparoky hasf been faithfully 
and fully reported, and maintains the idea already enter- 
tained of his good sense and talent. 

The first treaty concluded was with the Saukees and 
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Foxes, who ceded to the United States ^bout jsix millions 
of acres, the mass of the present state of Iowa, and one 
of the most valuable regions of the Union, in considera- 
tion for a reservation of four hundred square miles on 
the Iowa, to themselves, and an annuity for thirty years 
of twenty thousand dollars, the payment of the debts of 
the tribe, and a few provisions of minor importance. 

Another treaty was made with the Winnebagoes, by 
which they ceded to the United States five millions of 
acr^ east of the Mississippi and north of the Illinois, 
comprehending a large portion of the present Wiscon- 
sin, in consideration of a territory north of the Wiscon* ' 
sin river and Lake Winnebago. A similar annuity was 
also granted to the Winnebagoes and to both bodies a 
full hunting-ground. 

The conduct of General Scott in the making of this 
treaty won him the love of the liidians, who since that 
time have ever spoken of as the " good tall war-chief.'* 
He was more their friend than they were aware of. He • 
removed them forever from British influence and ren- 
dered it almost impossible for either of ti^e'se tribes ever 
to be arrayed against the United States to benefit a 
power which, without assisting would have us6d them 
as it ever has all small peoples, for the advancement of 
its own selfish ends. After the termination of the eouh- 
cil, tiie troops returned to their several stations. We 
next find Scott in a more trying scene. 
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Scott arriyes in New York — South Carolina and Nallification^— 
Action of the Southen^ States — Scott in Charleston — Extract 
ffCHn Leigh — Settlement of difficulties. ' 

General Scott arrived in New York, in Octojber, 
1832, after the fatigues of this harassing campaign. 
Body and mind both required rest, but within a day or 
two the general was ordered to Washington on duty of 
a confidential character. This was the era of South 
Carolina nullificatioD, and. the command of that depart* 
ment was confided to him. Never was soldier intrusted 
with a more delicate command, or with one which 
imposed more responsibility or higher duties. Even 
now the events are too recent to be carelessly hand* 
led, and too important to, be made the subject of 
discussioa. What were his <^inions none' can tell; 
he, was, however, emphaticdly a man of the^ south, 
and it needed no ghost to tell that a collision be- 
tween the state and federal aiithorities, would he tanta- 
mount to a sever?mce of the Union. .The great object 
of. Soott was to prevent this^ and be had brilliant 
success in his efforts. ^ . . 

The wisest and best men of the nation have held 
contrary opinions on the right and wrong of this move* 
ment of South Carolina ; whei'e the minds of such men 
as Webster an4 Calhoun, Van Buren and Tazewell, 
Leigh and Clay cannot agree, it scarcely becomes s\. 
Biere recorder >of military events to hazard an opinion. 
^ mere statement of affairs as they occiM-red is all that 
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should be expected in this book, and all that its author 
is able to present. 

On the 15th of May, 1828, the tariff act was passed 
by congress, which imposed on foreign goods a hi|;her 
duty than any previous act, avowedly for the'prbtection 
of American manufactures. All the agricultural states 
of the sea*board opposed it,, while the manu^cturing 
states of the east and the new ones in the west approved 
of it. .The opponents of the measure objected to it on 
two accounts: first, because it opposed a bar to iidnporta- 
tions and as a consequence diminished exportation of 
raw material ; and secondly, that the heaviest duties were 
imposed on articles consumed by the south almost ex- 
clusively. If this were the case, as they maintained, the 
tariff was unconstitutional because the taxes it imposed 
were unequal. 

For four years afterwards great excitement was main- 
tained in Virginia, and all the states south of it. In 
Soutli Carolina the dispute in bitterness equalled that of 
the old contest between the federalists and republicans. 
In Aat state matters reached a crisis which must have 
led to collision and war^ bad it not been for tiiemod^ra- 
tioi^ of the public servants, the modification of the tariff, 
and the interference as a peacemaker Of the common- 
wealth of Virginia. 

Twenty-eight days after the passage of the act, the 
people of Colleton district announced to their fellow*K;iti- 
zens the doctrine of the propriety of open resistancteto 
all unconstitutional bills passed by the federal legisla- 
ture. Another address, passed at the same time, called 
on the governor of the state to convene die legislature 
immediately. This Grovemor Taylor refiised, alleging 
that when public opinion was thus excited, there was no 
room for calm deliberation. ' . ' 
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The Hon, Gieorge McDi}ffie then threw his high 
talent into the sc^e of this feeling, and at a public din- 
ner at Columbia, on the 19th of June, suggested the 
propriety of the imposition, of aN state duty on northern 
manu&ctures. The people became highly excited in 
South Carolina^ and a large party sprung up in almost 
every state of the Union, sympathizing in the movement. 
Eye^ as far north as Philadelphia, a journal, called the 
«^ Examiner," edited by Condy Raguet, was published 
asan open advocate, if not of the course of the state of 
South Carolina, of « the right to nullify an unconstitu- 
tional enactment." 

The grand jury of Wilkes county, Georgia, presented 
to the judge, W. H. Crawford, the tariff of 1828, .and 
recommended to the legislature and their representatives, 
the, adoption of such measures as would lead to its repeal. 

Thi^ doctrine was not a new one, being based unde- 
niably on the resolutions of Virginia of 1798, and of 
JKentucky of nearly the same date, avowedly written by 
Mr. Jefferson. The remedy was maintained to be peace- 
ful ; and, if bloodshed ensued, i^e responsibility rested not 
on the n^Uifiers^ but on those who resisted them in the 
exercise of their peaceful and constitutional rights. Mr. 
Pre^on, Waddy Thompson, Mr. Hohnes, and William 
Hamilton threw themselves also into the arena, and the 
excitement, increased. Two letters, however, qppor- 
tunely published by the venerable James Madison, for a 
time allayed the feeling. 

6n the 30th July, 1830, the master mind o( the 
whole southi^Mr. Calhoun, declared in favor of the right 
andl policy of nullification. These opinions were not, 
however, uu9pposed, even in South . Carolina, where 
many eminent individuals took a prominent stand against 
them. 
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A convention of the people of South Carolina-was, 
however, caUed by an enactment of the legislature, in 
October, 1832, to take iiito consideration the acts of 
congress in relation to the tariflf, and to obtain redress. 
This convention met at Columbia on the 19th of Novem- 
ber, 1832, and enacted an ordinance nullifybg the 
obnoxious laws, quoad hoc arresting the authority of the 
courts, and placing all officers under oath to obey only 
the ordinance and laws to enforce it. I{ pronounced the 
tariff act of 1828 (which had been sli^tly modified in 
1832) (< unconstitutional, no law, and void," not bmding 
on the state or its citizens, vlt forbade the collection of 
duties imposed by it, though the importer were willing 
to pay ; forbade appeal to the supreme court ; and 
declared that if the federal government attempted to 
enforce the tariff. South Carolina would consider the 
Uilion dissolved, and organize a separate government. 

Many of the states denounced this legislatioii, and 
the president of the United States published a proclama- 
tion in opposition to it, which became the subject of 
angry controverisy, and which, with the strong good 
sense which characterized him, he subsequently explained 
away,, if he did not absolutely revoke ij. 

The president and cabinet, however, took steps to 
enforce the revenue laws, and for that purpose ordered 
General Scott to assume command of the department, 
the head-quarters of which were at Charleston. 

General Scott arrived at Charleston on the 28th of 
November, only two days after the passage of the ofdi- 
nan(^e. The excitement in Charleston was intense ; the 
two parties were nearly equal, and ready to commence 
hostilities. Volunteers were organized, not only iit South • 
Carolina, but the neighboring states and country around 
seemed on the verge of civil war. 
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Scott immediatdy prepared his posits for the collision 
\9hich seemed inevitable ; reinforced the garrisons, ob« 
tained supplies, and showed conclnsively, that, as a, true 
soldier and servant of the Union, he was prepared to 
defend its laws as long «s the government lasted. He 
also sought to mollify the feelings of the people, and to 
superinduce deliberation. He bad such inftience that 
the leading men, of the nullification party determined 
that, although the time fixed for resistance by the ordi« 
nance was the first of February, no positive step would 
be taken before; the-adjonrnment of congress. 

In the meantime, when but a few days Would have 
made the crisis irretrievable, a mediator appeared. The 
legislature of the state of Virginia, the governor of 
whiph certainly^ and the mass of the people, it is be- 
lieved, sympathized with South Carolina; paiSsed'a series 
of resolutions: one of which requested congress to re* 
peal or modify, the tariff; another requested South Caro- 
Fma to reconsider her legislation; and a third authorized 
the appointment of a commissioner to represent the 
opinions of Virginia to South Carolina. Her representa- 
tives at WaAington were her senators, Littleton Walter 
Tazewell and Johd Tyler, The commissioner was Ben- 
jamin Watkins Leigh. He had high success in his 
mission. The congress of the United States passed the 
<< compromise act," introduced by Mr. Clayi South 
Carolina repealed her ordinance, and peace was restored 
to the Union. 

Mr. Leigh saw Scott m the midst^ of his pnerpus 
duties, and thus speaks of him i* 

<< I was at Charleston when- he (Scott) arrived and 

* This letter was written on Sciptt't retarny after a teroperarj 
absence. 
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assumed the command, which he did without any parade 
or fuss. No one who had, an opportunity of observing 
on the spot the excitement that existedi can have an 
adequate conception of the ddicacy^ of the trust. Gene- 
ral Scott had a laige acquaintance with the people of 
Charleston ; he was their friend^ hat his situation was 
such that many,the great majority of thera, looked upon 
him as a public enemy. What his orders were, I cap- 
not undertake to tell you, nor have, I any means of 
knowing but from his conduct, which^ I tak^ it for 
granted, conformed with them. He thought, as I 
thought, that the first drop of blood shed in civile war, 
in civil war between die United States and one of the 
states, would prove an immedicable wound, which wpukl 
end in a change of our institutions. He was resolved, 
i£ it was possible, to prevent a resort to arms $ and no- 
thing could have been more ju(ficious than his conduct. 
Far from beic^ prone to take offence^ he kept his temper 
under the strictest guard, and was most careful to avoid 
^ving occasion for offence ; yet he held himself ready 
to act, if it should become necessary, and he let that be 
diidtinotly understood. He sought the society of the 
leadings nullifiers,^ and wa& in their society as much as 
they Would let him be ; but he took care never to say a 
Vrord to them on the subject of political difierences. He 
treated them as a friend. From the beginning to the 
end, his conduct was as cqnqiliatory as it was firm and 
sincere, evincing that he knew his duty and was resolved 
to perform it, and ^et that his principal object and' pur- 
pose was peace. He was perfectly successful, when the 
least imprudence might have resulted in. a serious col- 
lision.*' 

The great merit of Scott consisted in his moderation. 
A less prudent mkn would have involved the nation in 
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civi] war. He left South Carolina with the recorded 
approvsd of hil^ course by the secretary of war, and with 
the good feeling of the nuQifiers. This, added to his 
conduct in the Saukee wai', barbed for him the title of 
<cthe great pacificator;" an appellation to which we 
shall hereafter see him acquire new right. 

In the course of this controversy many incidents 
ocoorred, whieh contribute much to the high character 
of the service. • 

The c6nduct of the army and navy in this crisis can- 
hot be too highly commended. Eadi maintained its 
ancient reputation, and merited the greatest apjilause. 
This is peculiarly worthy of approbation, as the freaks 
of a drunken soldier or the wild inebriety of a sailor 
might have brought about a contest, the result of which 
would have been civil war. 

Civilians, too, exhibited instances 6f rare forbear- 
ance. No one who looks at the history of the times, 
can doubt but that the South Carolinians were Resolved 
to carry out alt their plans. They believed Aey were 
right, arid were prepared to .risk aQ they possessed on 
the result of the contest. 

The officers of the army and navy, prow as they are 
to resent any insult, by common consent agreed to yield 
the pas to all ; and, except on the 22d of February, that 
national holiday, forbore from all demonstrations that 
they were the servants of the whole Union. Then,^the 
national salute, the brilliant rockets, and the loud roll 
of drum and musketry, recalled to Charleston that a 
whole nation heard similar squnds. The crisis passed 
by. It is believed a sitoflar one cannot occur again, 
and it is better to sufler the past to be forgotten. 
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Seminoles — Their origin — ^First hostilities — Osceola^ his con- 
duct — ^Massacre of Dade and his companions — Battle of 
OuitlUagoochie— Scott takes the command—Difficulties of 
the service-r-Sickness — Scott superseded — Court of inquiry 
— Scott^B defence — Finding of the court. 

The iQterest of every. part of the military history of 
the nation will be found to be concentrated in the^ career 
of General Scott. Therefore it is that in the present 
. part of this work it will be found most convenient to 
refer to the origin of the Florida war. The Indians 
^ whom De Soto and the Spanish conquerors found in 
. Florida had long been extinct, or existed only as a bro« 
ken band called the Mickasukees, or in fusion with the 
other Indians who subsequently had invaded the penin- 
sula. The new comers. were an abrasion from the great 
Creek or Muscogee race^ and were called in their own 
language, Seminoliy or the lost people. Originally out- 
. laws and refugees from the great and powerful race who 
had been long in the mountains of Georgia and Alabama, 
•tjiey had been joined in their new homes by many of 
the more adventurous portion of the people, and by 
countless runaway slaves from the civilized portion of 
Florida, Geoigia, and ALbama. They had also esta- 
blished some degree of intercpurse with the old and abo- 
riginal Mickasukees. 

Unlike most of the Indians of the continent, who 
exhibit the greatest distaste to the African races, the 
Muscogees have ever shown a disposition to assimilate 
with diem. The number, of .persons of mixed African 
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and Indian blood has long been large^ and in the course 
-of the Florida war some of its most influential leaders 
were negroes^ 

All who have visited the Creek nation, either in the 
east or west, will bear testimony to the very apparent 
presence of African blood in the majority of the people. 

For a long time the colonization of Florida was slow, 
and the Indians were in undisputed possession, of the 
shores of its beautiful lakes and bay^ and fertile ham- 
mocks. The, peculiar inlstitutions of the country, and 
the impression of its unhealthihess, were sufficient to 
divert all emigrants but those who had been bprn ^nder 
the influence of a similar' climate, orliad no objections 
to establish themselves in a country where slavery was 
one of the conditioiis of society. At last, however, the 
Seminoles began to feel themselves pressed upon, and 
prepared for hostility. The first overt act was the attack 
and murder of the mkil carrier, about six miles from: 
Fort Brocke, on Hillsborough Bay, one arm of the great 
Gulf of Espiritu SantOy or Tampa Bay. This* occurred 
on the lith of August, 1835. 

The body of the mail cariier was thrown into a 
lagoon, and the mail carried off so completely that no 
traces of it could be found siterwards. This latter cir- 
cumstance may induce us to believe. that on the com- 
mencement of hostilities, though the Indians may have 
murdered a mail rider, they would not have carried off 
a mail. ' <- 

' This was at first supposed to be but an isolated out- 
riage. It was soon, however, discovered that the Semi- 
noles and Creeks in Florida meditated a hostile move- 
ment against the United States. Before the autumn had 
passed away, many other outrages had been committed, 
and in plain English an Indian war existed in the terri- 
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toty. The i?hites, in* turn, became indignant against 
the Seminoles, and threatened them tnth titter des^ucv 
tion. 

Osceola, or Asse-yahola, called by th^ settlers 
Powell, was one of the leading and most influential 
chiefe of the Seminoles at this time. He was a hsdf- 
blood, his father being a white and his mother a Mus- 
cogee woman. It may be proper to state here one 
peculiarity of the Indian mode of counting genealogies 
which is strange, yet not without a foundation in justice. 
The children are always traced by their mothers instfead 
of their fathers. For instance, the children of a cbieTs 
daughter succeed to the chiefdom in preference to those 
of a son. The reason assigned is that the children re- 
puted to belong to the real son, may hot be the chief *s 
grandchildren, but that the children of a chief's daughter, 
if she be really his child, must be the chirf^s grand- 
children. For this reason, though a half-blood, it is 
probable that Powell succeeded to some hereditary influ- 
ence oyer the many Creeks in Florida. He was, it 
seems, always a man of influence, but of a proud, 
gloomy, dnd morose nature. He had o^ more than one 
occasion expressed himself in relation to the rights of 
his people : declared that ti^ country belonged to the- In- 
dians; that the Seminoles needed no agent; and bftde 
General Thbmpson,- whawas with tbem as agent, 
b^one from ' among them. For this very natural burst 
of rage, he was inost imprudently arrested and c6n- 
fined. After his releaise his manner appeared changed, 
and he sigped a subsequient treaty* with great ap^ 
parent satisfaction. He also rendered some services to 
the whites by arresting more than one desperado, who 
bad taken refuge < among the Indians; This was^ bowi> 
ever, but a ruse, fi)r in a short time he threw off the 
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mdsk:, murdered Iw rival, Chadey Matbla, a finmul of 
0ie ^ites, and after forcing the followers of the latter 
to join hftrn, and makjDg a treaty of ailianoe with the 
Midrasiikees, between whom and die Florida Creeks 
there had for some time been a fend, he begm lyostilities 
agimist the whites. On the 28th of December, Gen* 
eral Thompson, the agent, and Lieutenants Constantine 
Smi&, f^rs»tus Brooks^ and two other persons, were .shot 
wiOiin two hundred and fifty yards of Fort King, by a 
party of Intfians, at the head of which was Osceob. 

On the 22d of Deceodber, 1835t, Majcnr Dade left 
Tampa Bay, wkh a force of oae hundied and twelve 
officers and men, to teinlbrce Fort King, which is near 
the cMtre of the peninsula. After macching skty-^five 
mles in five days, at the c^nd of eadi of whidh the com* 
mand was forced to entrench itself; on the morning of 
the Snth he was attadced by an enemy hidden in the 
thickets, wi& so feaifal a fire, tiiat ttiost of the officers 
and men were wounded or killed. After a desperate 
contest, the whole party but three were daiii. Th^ 
latter only eteaped by artifice. The officers killed were 
Major Dade, who fell at the fiist volley. Captain G. 
W. (Gardiner, Captain Fras^er, Lieutenants Bassinger, 
Keayes, Mudge, and Henderson, and the sui^pn, Dr. 
Cratlin. They did not die without resistance, however, 
but slew, according to the aecoimt of the Indians them- 
selves, great numbers. 

But three days after. General Duncan L. Clinch, at 
the head of about two hundred regulars and a volunteer 
'force, marched towards the Ouithlagoochie, where he 
found the Indians tx>]lected. Aftet crossing the river, 
on the last day of the year 1835, he was attacked by 
Osceola. Clinch and ^ regulars beat bade the. attack 
most gallantly ; and had it not been that the volunteers, 
Vol. L 14 
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except a very few, refused to (jross the river, it is proba- 
ble the war iwrould have, been ended.. Powell fou^t 
like a devil in front of his men, firing rapidly and wiping 
out^his rifle at every dischaige, as he would have done 
in the chasei His voice during the pursuit was heard 
often loudly, but in vain, seeking to rally his defeated 
waniors. ... 

These, events belong more properly to the general 
history of the country, and are but items in the history 
of thcL territory through die wmter of I83&r^; The 
territory was devastated, and nearly the whole country 
was visited with fire and sword. The suburbs even of 
jSt, Augustine and of Jonesborough were unsafe, and the 
many beautiful plantations on either side of the St. 
John's were ravaged. This magnificent stream, by 
means of which the extensive lakes on the eastern side of 
the peninsula are drained, is one of the grandest water- 
courses in the world. Were, it not for a narrow bar at its 
mouth, a fiigate from the sea might beat up it for eigh^ 
or one hundred i^ille^^ It had ahready begun to bear pn 
its bosom v/essels freighted with a valuably commerce, 
and every day arrivals from the states immediately noxtb 
of the territory through which it ran, brought new emi- 
grants to its dxores. The Vast and primeval fore/sts 
which fringed it, rose from a virgin soil, and sheltered 
beneath them counties^ deciduous plants, the flowers of 
which well entitled the peninsula to its. name. The 
lakes which fed it with water .were broad, deep, and 
navigable, with glades on their shores in which the 
orange and other tropical fruits grew spontaneously.' 
Qver the old Spuiish plantation3, begim as long ago as 
the days of the Captains-General, the Indians wandered, 
and the deserted quintas of the planters were fi}Ied with 
howling savages. 
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Of this country, when mattere were at i the wojst, 
GenersJ Scott was ordei^d to' assume the commajid on 
the 20th. of January, 1836. At four P. M. he saw the 
secretary of war, and was requested to say when he 
would be ready to set out. His answer was, < that night.' 
His instructions could not, however, be prepared before 
the next day. It seemed not improbable that many of 
the principal Muscogees or Creeks would join the Semi- 
holes ; and the orders of GenersJ Scott^ received on the 
Slst, were based on such a contingency. One month 
was consumed in the voyage and in necessary delays, 
.before he reached Picolata, an estate on the St. John^s, 
diirectly west of St. Augustine, ^nd where, subsequently, 
the general hospital of the Florida army was established. 
At this place, on the 22d of February, he published his 
orders, assuming the command, &c. The army was 
formed into three columns, of which Greneral Clinch was 
to command the one west of the St. John's; that east 
of the river was to be commanded by Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Eustis, and the other, with head*quarters at Tampa 
Bay, was to be commanded by Colonel Lindsay. To 
increase each of thei^e columns, militia were drafted 
from the adjoining states. 

At the end of the year 1835, the adjutant-general 
reported th6 number of regular troops^ in Florida to be 
twelve thousand, including officers of all grades and 
men. The war at this time became connected with the 
views of the abolitionists and their opponents, in conse- 
quence of the fact that a large, number of furtive 
slaves were known to be among the Seraiiioles, whom 
their masters wished to reclaim, and because it was ap- 
prehended that the slaves taken in their forays from 
the plantations of the whites, would be conveyed to 
Hiivana and there sold in the slave markets aiid barra- 
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dmes. For this reasdn abo a natal force /was ordered to 
be kept between Gape Florida and the north diore of 
Cuba. Communication , however; did take place in spite 
of the naval co-operation as lately as the winter of 1838 
ttid 1839j when sevend officers of die army saw in the 
Phzd Vieja of Havana, persons evidently of the blood 
bf the North American Indians, and heard them speak- 
^ the Muscogee langU8^e. 

The reports of various battles also showed th^ 
presence df a large body of negroes, and it wa3 subse>* 
•qnently ascertained that at Dade's massacre a party of 
4lixty negroes were present, well armed and mounted, and 
•in the massabre and slaughter of the wounded, exhibi- 
ted more ferocity than the Indians ; they also aroused 
\iniveisally, in the minds of the whites, more ferodty 
Uian the latter. 

Acting on information which came froin such a 
source as to make it iseem authentic, all the columns 
previously mieiitioned, eaeb of which had before* been 
reinforced by volunteers, moved towards the Wi&lagoo- 
ehie, where di^ were in fiaicy sure of finding the en&- 
tny in force. Though froai time to time small parties 
of Indians were met, they unifortnly repeated after 
the delivery of a single volley, and in a country unex- 
plored as Florida at that time was, defied pursiiit The 
columns moved through the country where the Indians 
-were known to have been, wiAout either discovering A«m 
or Iheir retreat. On the 5th of April all Ihe divisions bad 
returned to Tampa Bay, in consequence both of fiunine 
and sickness. No one can form an idea of the peculi- 
«rities of Florida, without having seen it. Wagons bt- 
came really what Csesar called Aem, impedirnxnta^ and 
beasts of burden isffe required nbt only to tranq>ort the 
feod of the army, but tteir own forage. The men,.biit 
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cecently drawa from more temperate cliinates, sunk 
under the influence of the hot wind and the .di%ultie9 
of the Florida hammocks* - 

The cokimna therrfore returned on6 after another; 
and when the geneni) discovered that the main purpo^ 
bad not been realized, he oiganized m smaller columns 
iffchich were to explore the whole cojuntiy oK^cupied by the 
Indians, and if possible ascertain their haunts. At the 
head of oae of these General Scott went to Dade's battlj^- 
ground, crossed the Ocklewaha, and ultimately proceeded 
tis far as Volusia, on the St. John's. The other columns 
were commanded by General Eustis, Colonel Smith of 
Louisiana (at present brevet brigadjer-gen^ral of the 
army), Major Reed of Florida, and Colonel Lindsay ; 
aU, however, were unsuccessful, wi& the exception of 
j^mall skirmishes with the Indians, whom of course they 
uniformly routed. 

|n the course of one month, the time consumed by 
Ifaeae operations, four hundred (one third) of the regu- 
^r9 were attacked with a peculiar and distressing fever 
of bilious character, the best conceivable, defence of the 
country. Provisions had failed, .and nothing had been 
gained except the certainty that the war was to be a long 
one, and the enemy literally to be pursued into swamps 
and wildernesses, scarcely ever penetrated by the foot 
of man. The people of Florida, though perfectly aware 
of this, were unjust enough to censure th^ general who, 
for the first time in his whole career, had met with a 
check, which, even in this case, was caused by the dis- 
ease of his command. The subsequent history of this 
war justified sdl the arrangements of Scott. When a 
serioiis impression was first made on the power of the 
Seminoles, by Colonel Taylor, and their power was ulti- 
nately crushed by Colonel Worth, it was by a rigid ad- 
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herence to Scott's plans, and by availing themselves of a 
thorovigfa knbwledge of the country, to which tiie matched 
of his six columns had in no smsdl degree confribufed. 

Now, when almost every officer of rank in the army has 
commanded in Florida, — when all have undei^one'the or- 
deal of its marches and climate, who cai^ appear before the 
bar of pubUc opinion and aHcge that he has done better ? 
Greneral Taylor at Okee-chobee defeated the Seminoles, 
and exhibited a milit^ talent not second to that subse- 
quehtly displayed by. him in Mexico. He first found 
them, however,— ^which Scott could not do. The reason 
why, will easily be understood. Florida was a wilder- 
ness. On the greater part of it, the white man had 
never stood, and long before the war began, the Indians 
exhibited a fixed determination not to permit it to be 
known. Even the officers who for years had been sta- 
tioned at Fort King and Tampa, had rarely penetrated 
more than a few miles frotn their posts. They were in 
fact maintained as much to keep in order the hybrid 
Minorcan, Spanish, and American population, as to hold 
the Indians in check. The peninisula, with its depen- 
dency, West Florida, almost as large as the state of New 
York; contained, it is true, a mass of rich and fertile 
lands, and many <ieep and navigable streams; its woods 
teemed with game, and its riyers abounded with fowl and 
fish, but the greater part of the soil offered small temp- 
tations to the settler. The people of the penipsula kneW 
little of the Seminoles, who revealed themselves first by 
their outtages. The vast' Payahokee or Everglades, a 
region which almost recalls the fabulous chaos, was 
scarcely known to exist ; and; even now, there are num- 
berless islets amid its recesses altogether unexplored. 
The information upon which General Sqott based "his 
operations was incorrect, though it seemed well foundecfj 
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and could be rectified by no diligence on bis part. 
General Scott's connexion with this war was brief; . and 
a more foil description of the qountrjrwill more properly 
con^jrt with the plan marked out in thejiketch of o&er 
officers. 

Before he left the command of Florida, General Scott 
informed the secretary of war, in a report written April 
306i, that, though awate the Seminoles were not nume- 
rically great, a force of twenty-four hundred foot and 
six hundred horse would be required to, subdue them. 
He also called for two stean)boat;3 and a number of 
barges.. A D[iuch larger force than this was ultims^tely 
required to overpower them. 

. On the 20th day of May,l836>(some difficulties hav- 
ing ensued among the Creeks in Georgia and Alabama), 
General Scott left St. Augustine for a new scene. He 
proJceeded there, to organize his commissariat and to 
receive volunteers. By the first of July, the war (which 
had threatened much) was virtually concluded, five 
hundred hostiles having been captured. He 30on after 
turned over the coinmand to General Jesup, who, on 
the 12th, wrote that of thirteen hundred other hostile 
Creeks, nine hundred were in his possession. 

On the 9th of July, " Scott, gave up the command, 
under extraordinary circumstances." He was in feet 
superseded.' General Scott had written to Washington 
to complain of disobedience of orders by General Jesup. 
This was as well known in, the army as the disobedience 
had been, and of course came to the, knowledge of 
General Jesup, if Scott did not in person communicate 
it to him. General Jesup Wrote also to Washington ; 
not, however, to the secretary,,' but to Mn Blair, the 
y^eH-known editor of the Globe, in which, after stating 
sjqbstantially that. -he considered Scott's course ruinous 
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to the best Uiteiestfi of the Uaited States, he requested 
tbat the letter might be shown to the president. There 
were also some minor matters referried to, which showed 
conclusively that the letter was never intended to be 
made public* The letter was shown to the president, 
who retamed it^ and subsequently sent it to the wsur 
department, with an^order that General Scott should be 
recalled, and an inquiry be had into the delay in prose* 
cuting the Creek war, and the failure of the Florida- 
cjunpaign. - 

Scott at once proceeded to Washmgton and demanded 
a court of inquiry. Instead of finding a criminal, the 
administration had called up an accuser. The court was 
ordered, with General Macomb as its president,- Generals 
Brady and Atlpnson as members, — to assemble at Fre- 
derick, in Maryland, an out-of-the-^way place, which 
enabled the government to direct the prosecution, yet it 
was thought would prevent the majss of the people from 
being cognizant of what was going on. 

It may be mentioned here, that a fundamental rule 
of military law was violated^ It is a principle that the 
officer who prefers a charge, shall not order the court to 
investigate or try an officer charged with it. The execu- 
tive was ih this case the prosecutor ; and if investigation 
were needed, it should have been made by the autibority 
of a higher power, the representativies of the people and 
states. This violation of military etiquette, if not of 
law, was, however, ineflfective, fi*om the character of the 
three brave, men who were to investigate the charges. . ^ 

After a long and elaborate inquiry, which Scott 
insisted on, the minute examination of many witnesses^ 
and die readmg of an elaborate defence by General 
Scott, the court pronounced the Seminole campaign to 
be well devised, and to have been ably, steadily, and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SCOTT V DSFBNCS. 217 

prutlently proaecuted." The Credc war, as prosecuted 
bj Majpr-General Scott^ was well caicuUUed to lead to 
suceesfiful resulted and was prosecuted by him with 
ability un&l he wa9 recalled^ ' 

. Soott's defence was eloquent, and in itsf style a model. 
It h^ previously been publifibed at length, and therefore 
only its most strikii^ portioBS need be repeated* He 
began as follows : 

«f Jtfr. President^ and Crentlemertofthe Court: 

When a Doge of Genoa, for some imaginary offence 
imputed by Louis 14th, ^as torn from his government 
and compelled to yisit France, in order to debase him- 
self before that inflated monarcli, he was asked, in the 
palace, what struck him wilh. the greatest wonder ataxid 
the blaze of magnificence in his view. < To find myself. 
here !' was thejeply of the indignant Lescaro* And so,. 
Mr^ President, unable, as I am, to remember pne blun- 
der in my recent operations, or a single duty neglected, 
I may say, that to find myself in. the presence of this 
b(morable coui^ while the surmy I but recently cpm- 
mAuded is still in pumuit of the enemy, fills me with 
e<|ual grief and astonishment. 

And whence this great and humiliating transition? 
It is, sir, by the fiat of one, who,: from his exalted sta- 
tion, and yet more jCrom his unequalled popularity, has 
never, widi hi^ fa^h displeasure, struck a functionary 
of this government, no mattes what the office of the 
individual, humble or elevated, who was not fi:om the 
moment withered in. the general confidence of the 
American^ people. Yea, sir, it is my misfortune to. lie 
under the displeasure of thai: most distinguished person- 
age. The president of the United States has said, < Let 
Ckneral Soott be recalled firom the Command of the army 
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in the fidd, and mibnlit his conduct in the Seminole and 
Creek campaigns to a court for investigation.' And lo ! 
I stand herer to vindicate that conduct, which must again 
be judged in the last resort, by him who'first Condemned 
it without trial or inquiiy. Be it so. I shall not suppli* 
cate diis* court, nor the authority that has ^to review the 
< opinion' here given. On the contrary, I shall proceed 
at once to challenge your justice to render me that 
honorable discharge from aU blame or censure which 
the recorded evidence imperiously demands." 

His collation of evidence, his arrangement of inci-, 
dents, and the graphic description of the country and 
the occunences of his campaign, demonstrated that he 
had thoroughly studied and not yet forgotten his old 
profession, and that he who could thus eloquently speak 
in his own defence would have been a mighty advocate 
for another. He closed thus : 

<< Mr. President, and Grentlemen of the Court: I am 
exhausted, but should do equal wrong to justice and to 
my own feelings, not to return to each and every one of 
you my hearty thanks for the patience and impartiality 
you have all shown, including the judge-advocate, in 
this long investigation. 

Eveiy material fact which has been given in evi- 
dence that could by mere possibility afiect your judg- 
ments to iny preji^dice, and I recollect but few of ^that 
character, will be found carefully embodied, or specifi- 
cally referred to in this summaiy. Much, I know, has 
been wholly omitted on the other side. These declara- 
tionS) I am confident, np examinations will be able to 
controvert ; and here I may add, that there is not an im- 
portant circumstance in all my recent conduct in the 
field, which was not duly reported at the earliest mo- 
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meht, and with my own hand, for the information of 
goremment. With, then, this overwhelmmg mass of 
evidence in my fevor, permit me again io ask, by what 
Strang^, fatality do I find myself here ? It is for this 
court, wkh the approbation of the president of the Uni- 
ted States, to bid me depart with honor,; and that that 
decision may be without the further alloy of suspense, 
in which I have now but too long been held, und^ cir- 
cumstances which, perhaps, could not have been con- 
trolled, I will ask that it he speedSy rendered,^^ 

The finding of the court V^as altogether in support 
of Scott« The charge recoiled on those who advanced 
it, and the occurrence in subsequent discussions in con- 
gress was used as a lash on those who had sought to I'end 
thus rudely the laurels from the brow, made historical at 
Lundy's Lane and Chippewa. The court thus ex- 
pressed itself: 

<< The court, after a careful reView of the great mass 
of testimony taken in the foregoing investigation (the' 
Florida campaign), finds that Major-Greneral Scott waS 
amply clothed with authority to create the means of pro- 
secuting the Seminole war to a successful issue; but is 
of opinion that, at the time he was invested with the 
command, the season was too far advanced for him to 
collect, appbint, and put in motion his forces, until a 
day too late to accomplish the object. It appears that, 
after imng great diligence and energy, he was not in a 
condition to take the field and enter the enemy's strong- 
holds before the 28th of March, and then without suffi- 
cieid: means for transporting the necessary supplies to 
enable him to remain there long enough to seek out the 
scattered forces of the enemy. 

The court, therefore, ascribe the failure of the cam-^. 
paign to the want of time to operate, the insalubrity of 
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the cltmttte after the middle of AprB, the impeFYioua 
swampiB and hammocks that abound in the country then 
occupied by the enemy, afibardmg him coyer and retreat 
at every step, and absence 6f all knowledge, by the 
general or any part of his^ forces^ of the topography of 
the country, togethei' wxA the difficulty of obtaining, in 
time, the means of tranfl|K)rting supplies for the army. 

The court ia turther of opinion,' from the testimony 
of many officers of rank and intelligence who. served in 
the campaign, th^t Major-General Scott was zeakus and 
indefatigable in the discharge of his duties^ and that his 
plan of campaiga was weK devised, and prosecuted 
with energy, steadiness, and ability." 

On the charge of dday in opening smd prosecuting 
the Creek canapaign, the finding of the court wad also 
clear and satisfactory : 

<< Upon a cisu*eful examination of the abtindaQt testi- 
mony taken in the foregoing case, the court is of opinion 
that ho delay, which it was practicable to have avoided, 
was made by Major-General Scott in opening the cam- 
, paigh against the Creek Indians. Oh the contrary, h 
appears that he took the earliest measures to provide 
arms, munitions, and prov^ons for his forces, who were 
found ahaost wholly destitute; and as soon as arms 
could be put into the hands of the volunteers, they were,, 
in succession, detached and placed in portions to i»e* 
vent the enemy from retiring iqpon Florida, whence ih^y 
could move against the m^n body of the enemy, as soon 
a^ equipped tot offensive operations. 

From the testimony of ifee governor of Georgia^ pf 
Major-General Sanford, commander ,of the Georgia vo- 
lunteers, and many other witnesses of hig^ ratik and 
jsitanding, who were acquainted with^ the topography of 
the country, and the position and strengOi of the enemy. 
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tlii^eotiTt is of opinioii that the plan of c^ppitign Adopted 
%y General &ott was weU calculated to lead to success- 
fal cesults, and that it was prosecuted by him,- as.&ras 
practicable, with seal and ability, until recalled fixim the 
eommand." 

^The ^<'lBober s^cond-dtought'^ of the nation has since 
done justice to iScott ; and the prolixity of the Florida 
ynst has by it been attributed to th^ &Ct that a Cammllay 
without mSitary knowledge, a thousand mfles from the 
•scene of op^ations, dared to prescribe plans to, and to 
isupersede a tried and te$ted soldier. 

Mr. Van Buren had, on the 4th of March, become presi- 
dent of Ae United States, and approved the proceedings 
and finding of the court, which .was held in January and 
FAruary, 1837 ; and the people of rarious sections of 
the country offered to General Scott the most gratifjang 
testimoflis^ of approbation. The people of the city 
of New York, of Elizabethtown, New Jersey (where 
General Scott had Jong been stationed), and of Rich- 
mond, Virgmia, his home^ offered him public dinners; 
tfi of which he declined. 

General Scott then addressed a letter to Mr. Poinsett, 
'Claiming the command as a right, inasmuch as nearly all 
tiie troops of his division tirere employed there, and on 
Ae ^nnd that he was the setoiov of G6n«ral Jesup. l^ie 
senators and members df eongrass ff&m Virginia, of 
which state, both General Jesup and himself were citi- 
zens, urged that die <;ommand should be conferred on 
him. So strong was public opinion throughout the 
Union, on the subject, that the Richmond EQquirer, 
then as now a devoted advocate of the administration, 
ui^ed the propriety of this course, i'he president and 
cabinet did not, however, .do so, retaining control of a 
mere border wsir^ which should have been permitted tov 
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remain exclusively under the control of the command- 
ipg officer pf die army. A fairer or more appropriate 
opportunity to refer to a dispositiop, some time' since, to 
fritter .away the duties of the seoior officer of the anny, 
cannot be found than the present Though it be unde- 
niable that the president is commander-in-chief of the 
army, it is f o be understood that he is so. in a technical 
sense, to .sign commissions, &c., and that the founders 
of the government never meditated that he would inter- 
fere in the details of command. It would have b^een as 
appropriate for the cabinet to have posted a seiltinel Qn 
^ picket of Fort Fanning, or detail a corporal's guard 
to eiscort a subaltern from Wakassassa to Wahahoutie, 
as it was to dictate to Creneral Macomb which of his 
juniors he should' send to Florida. The interference of 
ihe delegations from Virginia, New Jersey, and New 
York, can only be justified on the ground that they 
sought to correct what the nation has since pronounced 
as an act of injustice to a brave soldier. 

Scott had no frirther connexipn with the Florida war. 
Even if we admit that his conduct failed, the cm:um- 
stances afiect his reputation no more than would the 
fact that in a personal contest he were overcome ,by a 
more wily and active, though less muscular, opponent. 
Giants are not to be measured with pigmies, but in com* 
parison with adversigries worthy of them. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAPTER X. 

Disturbances in Canada—Sympathizers — ^Burning cf'the Citro- 
line — ^The Barc^ona— Mai^e boundary— Sdott proceeds to 
the Maine frofitier-*-Odtqiar.docum^ntsT-*-Scott sQcceeds to 
the chief command of the ariBy. • ./ " 

In 1814 General iScott left Canada, woiuuled, bu): a 
conqueror ji^h in the possession of the esteeni a^d 
regard of his countrymen. Years had since passed ; 
age had, if possible, matured his judgment and in- 
cre^i^d his reputs^tion among his countrymen. The 
same, administration whicii biit a few months before had 
refused to permit him to returp to Flprida, after a long 
council ordered him northward,. on the 4th of January, 

"1838. .. ' , . '^^ : . •■ " '; ^ 

In the year 1837, Ctoada became much excited by 
political discussions. The lower province, as that pait 
nearest the mouth of the St. Lawrence is called, and which 
is the seat of the origin^ French population, broke out in 
flagrant rebellion, with which a portion of the upper 
province sympathized. The population on the , northern 
boundary of Vermoijt, New Yoric, Ohio, and Michigan 
entered deeply into tiie feelings of the Canadians ; so 
that when things reached a crisis, no imaginary line 
drawn in the centre of a lake, over the bosom of which 
steamboats w;ere constantly plyii^g, could restrain the 
population on either side of it» The days had gone when 
no Burgundian knight would pass the pennon which 
8epa:rate^ the great duchy from France ; and it m^ be 
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doubted if any feeling of chiyalry, or llie command of 
dny kin^ or duke, would ever have restrained Hit im- 
pettious and impuLave Americsm from going anywhere 
he pleased. * • 

• Some, have 'Stated that one-fourth of the population 
along the frontier were enrolled as sympathizers. This £s 
probably an exag^ration ; but whethe;r it be or not, one 
thing is certain^ the Canadian Kebe]s» insuigents, traitors, 
or pirates, as die British golreomiettt may please to call 
them, had many affiliated societies in the Unked States, 
the members of which were numerous enough to^ be 
able to afiect in no sli^t degree the security of the 
British power in North America. 

^e fact is, Qiis power is ais insecure as possible. The 
*great Lord Cpke, two or three centuries since^ stated that 
corporations have nd sods, and, cannot therefore be im- 
pleaded m chancery, which affects only the eonsciehce. 
Corporations have other soulless qualities, not the least 
inhunian*of \ffliich is the certainty that the power which 
created; them has no reason to expect they will maintain 
allegiance longer than interest dictates. The true con- 
trolling power of Canada, flierefore, is the British Hud- 
son's Bay Company, which will turn any away that ifs 
interest shall dictate. The people of Canada Imew flik. 
Men who have left a country voluntarily, rarely have wiy 
' ' deep love to it ; otherwise they would isooner be crushed, 
like the old Greek priest, by the Ming temple than be 
saved l)y flyiug from its ruins. The question therefore 
on one side of the lakes was based on nationality and 
interest, on the other by the enthusiasm of a loVe of 
liberty and the feeling so pecuHariy American, that 
people should obey law, not because it is right dr' wrong, 
t^ut becaiise it is law. 

Great Britain, at this crisis, reinforced her garrisons 
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md appealed to the feeling of loyalty. This was useless, 
localise those who could be thus influenced would not 
revolt. The president also caused to be reinforced the 
garrisons of the United States, and appealed to the popu- 
lar love of law to induce the frontier-men to remain neu- 
,tral. This also, was useless, for those . who would 
violate neutrality would not care for the president's pro- 
clamation. Each power should have strewn troops 
along its whole frontier, if it wished to prevepit aa 
outbreak: the British, to keep back the sympathizers; 
the American, to restrain the people, if such was its 
wish or interest. The people of the United States are all 
armed ; and even the muskets which belonged to the 
state were surreptitiously taken to afford arms to the 
cause. After some time spent in preparation, a person 
named Van Rensselaer, at the head of some hundred 
men, crossed the river from Schlosser, a village a few. 
miles above the Falls,, and took possession of Navy 
Island, belonging to Canada, but near our shore. It is 
difficult to say what were the motives of this enterprise, 
unless it was intended by the patriots as a throwing 
down of the gauntlet, and a signal for action by the 
numerous associations affiliated with the patriots through- 
out Canada. The impression prevails, that besides the 
regular troops, the British government could depend on 
the mass of the permanently embodied militia, which 
were generally commanded by officers of the army. 

Between Schlosser and. Navy Island, a small steam- 
boat, called the Caroline, was employed to run by Van 
Rensselaer ; against which, after she had been thus em- 
ployed but a few hours, the British fitted out an expedition 
wAei the command of a captain of the royal oavy , which 
proceeded at night and burned the boat while secured 
to the wharf at Schlossei*. On board this boat were no 
Vol- I 15 
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patriots, but merely a few idle people. In the contest one 
person was killed and one or two wounded. The boat 
was then cut loose and run over the Ms, widi several 
wounded men, it has been said, and was believed, til 
her. This outrage excited the whole American people, 
and made what the patriots most desired, their cause 
popular among people of the better classes along the 
whole line. This occurred December 29th, 1837, and 
was reported at Washington, January 4th, 1838.. A 
council was immediately held, and General Scott inras 
instructed to proceed to the scene of his* old gloiy and 
assume the command of die American forces. 

At this time there was no garrison on the whole firm" 
tier nearer than Detroit, whence it could not be spared ; 
and Scott was therefore alone. He had, however, 
received full powers to call for militia and volunteers, to 
require the assistance of marshals and custom-hou^ 
officers, and had ample authority, to act should neu-* 
ti^ality be again infringed upon. On his route from 
Philadelphia, New York, and Albany, he had gotten 
possession of a force of unattached reoruits, and from 
the latter place was attended by Governor Maicy, (now 
secretary of war.) 

By addresses and personal exertions along the whole 
frontier, General Scott succeeded, to a great degree, in 
allaying the excitement He persuaded the people to 
trust the settlement of die Caroline aflair to the national 
government, and not to interfere between Great Britain 
and her colonies. An affiiir afterwards occurred, how- 
ever, which was more direatening dian this-; in which 
Scott was a conspicuous actor. 

In January, 1838, a steamboat, called the Barcielond, 
was cut out of die ice in Buffido, it was known, for the 
use of the patriots, and immediately started for Navy 
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Island. This, General Scott sought to- prevent ; and, 
accordingly, had taken steps to have the boat seized by 
civil process, the instant any overt act, which would jiiS' 
tify^ such a course^ should be -committed within the 
waters of the United States. He determined, however, 
on another course, and immediately hired the boat, by 
an agent, for the use of the United States, and sent her 
back to fiu0sdo, intending to employ her on Lake Erie. 
The Canadian authorities. Who were aware that the 
patriots; had employed the Barcelona, lay in wait to 
destroy her, with three armed schooners and land bat- 
teries, as she passed from the channel between Grand 
Island, within the state^ of New York, and the m^in 
siiore. General Scott and the governor stood watching. 
the event. The boat was just visible, and the British 
were evidently awaiting the result. The battery on the 
Anterican diores was pointed on the 'British vesisels ahd 
guns, and the bon^bardiers,with burning portfires, stood 
ready for action. 

This was on the I6th of January. Scott, to dn 
English officer who chanced to be on the American side, 
then repeated the statement contained in the following 
note, written the day before : 

M7b the Ccmmandmg Qffker of the armed British vessels 
in the J^ltagara. 

Head-Quarters, Eastern Division U. 8. Army, j 
two miles below Black Rook, January 15th, 1$3S. ] 

Sm : With Ins excellency the governor of New 
York, who has troops at hand, we are here to enfolte 
the neutrality of the United- States, and to protect our 
own soil or waters from violatiem. The proper civil 
officers , are also present, to arrest, if practicable, the 
leaders of the expedition; on foot against Upper Canada. 
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Under these eiFCumstances, it gives me pain to per- 
ceive the armed vessels mentioned anchored in our 
waters, with the probable intention to fire upon tha^ ex- 
pedition moving in the same waters. 

Unless the expedition should first attack, — in which 
case we shall interfere, — we ahaH be obliged to consida: 
a discharge of shot or shell from or into our waters, 
from the armed schooners of her majesty, as an act 
•serioudy Compromitting the neutrality of the two nations. 
I hope, therefore, that no such unpleasant incident may 
occur. 

I have the honor to remain, &Ci &c., 

WiNFIELD SCOTT." . 

The troops on do^ were militia, called out by the 
governor, but which bad not as yet been mustered into 
the service of the United States. ^ The officer returned, 
the boat passed up along the British vessels, which did 
not fire. On the previous day, the patriots landed on 
the American shore, where Van Rensselaer and a few 
of th,^ prominent men were immediately arrested by the 
civil authorities. This ended 'Scott's services on this 
occasion. The people of the country did honor to him 
for his services, and he retired to his permanent head- 
quarters. Therey hbwever, he was not permitted, to 
remain long ; almost immediately being despatched to 
another scene, — the Cherokee nation. 

Before treating of this, however, it may not be inap- 
propriate to refer to the events which occurred in the 
subsequent year, 1839, in relation to^ the boundary of 
Maine so fat as General Scott was connected with it. 

The occurrences in the vicinity of the Falls made a 
great impression on the popular mind in the United 
.States, and a strong dispoi»ition to take ofience extended 
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from the Atlantic coast to the frontier of the M^est. 
About Detroit the high personal character of General 
Brady, and on Lake Erie the great exertions of General 
Wordi, effected the maintenance of peace; but in each 
instance it was with difficulty. There was another 
source of difficulty which was not dissimilar in character. 
' The boimdary between the British pro;nnce of New 
Brunswick and llie state of Maine had never been pre>- 
cisely adjusted. The line defined- by the treaty was 
purely geographical, and had been ^igreed on at a time 
when the geography and character of the region were 
but little understood. Each authority claimed for itself 
an extent whi<^h its next-door neighbor was not dis- 
posed to allow, and which acquired more importance 
from the &ct, Ihat if the American claim, i^ere allowed, 
the British authorities would lose exclusive control of 
streams to which they attached much; importance ; and 
if the British claim were sustained, tiie people of 
Maine would be excluded entirely from a region, in 
which they were canying on, even while it was a " de- 
bateable land," a most profitable business. This trade 
was the nucleus' of the affair, and to • secure at least 
present possession of it, large parties both firom Maine 
and New Brunswick took the field. Every woodman in 
America travela not with the axe aloiie, but with the 
rifle ; and this circumstance, which has^ made the Royal 
Americans one of the besf regiments in the English ser- 
vice, aLa(o prepared thousands of men not less calculated 
to meet them, in the American republic. General Scott, 
who had returned to his head-qi^arters, heard of the state 
of things; and, aware that there must be collision unleass 
the government interfered, proceeded at once to Wash- 
ington. He arrived a day and a half in advance of the 
mail. 
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The crisin was indeed imniinettt, and politicians Fdire- 
told a general war as a consequence of collision betfween 
the two great representatives of the Anglo-Saxon lace. 
The president, Mr. Van Buren, prudent and wary ^as he 
was, felt constrabed to inform congress that he foresaw 
the possibility of an invasion of the territory of the 
United States, and stated that under such ciFCumstances 
he would call out the militia to re|>el thelnVaders. Con- 
gress for once acted promptly, and within five days autho- 
rized the president to call out the militia and to aipbept 
the services of fifty thousand volunteers ; it also made 
an appropriation of ten millions of doHars. The bills 
authorissing the levy of these men and the appropriation 
o^ money, it is well understood were drawn by General 
Scott.' Within eight days after he had reported himself 
at Wa&ington, he was at the capital of Maine ; on his 
passage through Boston, he received gratifying testimo- 
nbls of the, state of feeling towards him in Ifew Eng- 
land, to whibh he replied in the manner he is always 
able to 'adopt, so as to adapt matter to the occasion. 

General Scott proceeded to the, Maine frontier in 
obetdience to orderis emanating, directly firom the presi* 
dent. The government of the United States had no 
other high official on this frontier. The newspapers of 
the day teemed with accounts of General Scott's move* 
ments and exertions. The press of Great Britain, the 
only representative of the people of thtit empire, which 
certainly had no occasion to love one who had defeated 
its chosen generals on many battle-fields, was filled with 
bis praises. The president of the United States, in his 
annual message in 1839, die secretaries of war and state, 
said nothing of General Scott's distinguished services. 
The people of this nation, however, think tor themselves ; 
and it is not, therefore, so much a duty on us as a mat- 
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ter of cbpice> to t«fer to what General Scott did on this 
occasion. 

In the winter, of 1838-39, the sta^ of Mame sent 
an agent to the territory in dispute, to drive from 
it. certain persons who it was said were destroying 
timber and injuring the intrinsic value of the lands. 
Some difficulty having been anticipated, the land ag^nt 
was accompanied with a civil posse to enforce his autho- 
rity. The British officials, however, seized and im-; 
prisoned, not only the agent,* but the posse, on a charge 
of infringing on British sovereignty. The^ people of 
Maine became much enraged at this circumstance. A 
long correspondence ensued, which led to no beneficial 
lesuHs. 

. The British authorities soon released their prisoners ; 
a circumstance, however, which did not by any means 
satisfy the people of Maine. The legislature of this 
state appropriated eight hundred thousand dollars, and 
placed eight thousand volunteers under con^ol of th^ 
governor; to enable him to sustein the state i^ the course 
it had adopted. A krge portion pf these troops were 
raised, or rather, immediately took the field ; and there 
is not the slightest doubt that they would, if unmolested, 
not only have taken possession of the disputed territory, 
but have conquered all New Brunswick. .Si^ John 
Harvey, the British governor, had taken steps in oppo- 
sition. The British troops were mard&ing to the scene 
4)£ difficulty ;; and it became obvious that unless some* 
thing unexpected intervened, there must be war. 

Scott arrived at the capital of Maine on the 6th of 
Mdrch, 18S9. VohiBteer regiments and companies 
were rapidly being coQected, and as he passed ther^ 
all hailed him as the general who was to lead them to 
victory. On. this occasion he came as a peace^makei 
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Scott was emphatically the man for the crisis. Daring 
the tirar of 1812-13-14^ Sir John Harvey and he had 
been the respective adjutants-general of the British and 
American forc^ on the. Niagara, and had otherwise 
been brought together. Many courtesies had passc^d 
between theiQ, and they knew how to approach each 
other. Both of them were soldiers, but neither loved 
war. They knew it to be a great evil, add wished to 
avoid it. 

A correspondence was immediatdy instituted by 
General Scott, who had, in a short time^ by hili 
manly and soldier-like qualities, won the respect Of the 
very distinguished governor of Maine (Fairfield),' and 
of the legislature, then in session. Through his inflm- 
ence, intercourse between the. two governors, previously 
interrupted, was renewed, and in a short time all diffi** 
culty was removed by a satis&ctory and iuH setdement, 
which was approved of by the Maine legislature on the 
20th of March, and subsequently by Sir John Harvey,, 
the representative of the British crown. 

This was of course subject to the decision afterwards 
made by the plenipotentiaries of both countries. Lord 
Ashburtdn and Mr. Webster, 

A ^ort time previously, Mr. Van Buren had sent to 
the senate the following message. At first it seemed 
calculated to remove all difficulty ; but, on inspection^ 
it appear^ that the very clause of the memorandum it 
enclosed (by virtue of which. Mr. . Forsyth claimed the 
credit of peace-makw), whidi provided for the non- 
molestation of the forces of Maine, justified the presence 
of those of New Brtmswick. This was the head and 
front of die whole affair. 

It is, therefore, obvious enough that the true pacifi- 
cator in this difficult matter was General Scott, who 
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thereby acquired fresh rights to th6 titlfe already referred 
to as peculiarly his. 

'^WashingtoNj February 27, 1839. 
To the Senate of the tlrdted States: 

I transmit to congress copies of various other docu-; 
ments received from the governor of Maine, relating to 
the dispute between that state and the province of Ne^ 
Brunswick, which formed the subject of my message of 
the 26th. instant, and also a copy of a memoi^ndum 
Sjjgned by the &;ecretaiy> of state of the United States 
and her Britannic majesty's envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary nfear the United States, of the 
tertns upon ^ which it is believed all collision can be, 
avoided on the frontier, consistently with ^d ^'especting 
the claims on either side. As the. Briti^ minister acts 
without specific authority froii^ his government, it will 
be observed that this memorandum has but the force of 
recommendation on the pi^ovincial authorities and on the 
government of the state. . . 

M. VAN BUREN," 

<< MEMORANDUM. 

Her majesty's authorities consider it to have been 
understood and agreed upon by the two governments, 
that the territory in dispute between Great Britain and 
the United States, on the northeastern frontier, should 
remain exclusively under British jurisdiction until the 
final settlement of the boundary question. 

The United States government have not understood 
the above agreement in the same sense, but consider, on 
the contrary, that there has been no agreement whatever 
for the exercise, by Great Britain, of exclusive jurisdic- 
tion over the disputed territory, or any portion thereof, 
but a mutual understanding that, pending the negotia- 
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tion, the juxisdiotion then exercised by either party over 
small portions of^the teintoiy in dispute, should not be 
enlarged^ but be continued merely for the preservation 
of local tranquillity and the public property,\ both .for* 
1 bearing as far as practicable to exert any authority, and, 
when any should be exercised hj either, placing upon 
, the conduct of each other the most favorable construc- 
tion. . 

A complete understanding upon the question, thus 
placed at issue, pf present jurisdictioh,xan only b^ ar- 
rived at by friendly discussion between the gbvemmehts 
of the United States and Great Britain ; and as it is con- 
fidently hoped that there will be an early settlemei\t rf 
the question, this subordinate point of ^iSerdnce can be 
of but little moment. 

In the mean time, the. governor of the province of 
}fe^ Brunswick and the government of die state of 
Maine, will act as follows : Her majesty's officers will not 
seek to expel, by military force, the armed party which 
has been sent by Maine into the district bordering on 
the Aroostook river ; but the government of Maine will, 
voluntarily, and without needless delay, withdraw be- 
yond the bounds of the disputed territory any armed force 
now within them ; and if future necessity should arise 
for dispersing notorious trespassers, or protecting public 
property from depredation by armed force, the operation 
shall be conducted, by concert, jointly or separately, ac- 
cording to agreements between the governments of 
Maine and New Brunswick. . 

The civil officers in the service respectively of New 
Brunswick and Maine, who have been taken into custo* 
dy by the opposite parties, shall be released. 

Nothing in this memorandum shall be construed to 
jfortify or to weaken, in any respect whatever^ the claim 
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of either party to the altim«t)e possessbn of the disputed 
territoiy.. 

The minister plenipoleDtiary df^er Britannic majech 
ty having no specific aathority to make any. arrange- 
ment on &e subjeet) the undersigned can only recom* 
mend, as they now earnestly do, to the governments of 
New Prunswick and Maine, to regulate their future^ pro- 
ceedmgs according to the tenjus herein set forth, uQtil 
the final settlettient of the territcirial dispute, or until 
the governments of ike United States and Great Britain 
fihall eame to some definite^ conclusion on the subor- 
dinate' point upcm which tliey are now at issue.. 

^ JOHN FORSYTH, Secretary of State 
of ike Unikd States of J^hrth ^mrica. 
H. S. FOX, H. B. M. Envoy 
Extraordinary and Mamter PUmfotentidry. 
WxsHivoTON, February 27^ 1839.'^ 

The following is the important correspondence be- 
tween Sir John Harvey and General Scott. Chance has 
much to do in the affairs of nations, and figures in this 
denouement. When Scott reached the north he had in 
his possession an unanswered letter of Sir John's, 
received while he was on other duty, which enabled him 
to commence' the correspondence, the results of which 
were so important. The following was the purely oflS- 
cial pzut of this correspondence : 

''Head-Quarters, EaeJtem Division U. S. Army, > 
Augusta, Me., March 21, 1S39. ) 

The undersigned, a major-general in ihe army of 
the United States, being specially charged with main- 
taining the peace and safety of their entire northern and 
eastern frontiers, having cause, to apprehend a collision 
of arms between the {>rO3^mat0 forces of New Brunswick 
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and th^ state of Maine on the disputed territory ^i which 
is claimed by both, has the honor, in the sincere desire 
of the United States'to preserve the relations of peace 
and amity with G^at Britain^-relations which might be 
much endangered by such untoward collision — to invite 
firpra his excellency Major-General Sir John Harvey, 
lieutenant-governor, &c, &c., a general declaration to 
thisefifect: 

That it is not the intention' of- the lieutenant-gover- 
nor of her Britannic majesty's province of New Bruns- 
wick, under the expected renewal of nidations be? 
tween the cabinets of London and Washington on the 
subjei^t of the said disputed territory, without renewed 
instructions to that efiect from his government, to sedc 
to take military possession of that territory, or to seek, 
by military force, to ejcpel therefrom the armed civil 
jpo^^e or the troops of Maine. 

Should the undersigned bavetiie honor to be favored 
with such declaration or assurance, to be by him commu- 
nicated to his excellency the governor of the state of 
MainC) the undersigned does^not in the least doubt that 
he would be immediately and fully authorized by the 
governor of Maine to communicate to his excellency the 
lieutentant-govemor of New Brunswick a corresponding 
pacific declaratioa to this efiect : 

. That, in the hope of a speedy and satisTactory settle- 
ment, by negotiation, between die governments of the 
United States and Great Britain, of the principal or 
boundary question between the state of Maine and the 
province of NeW Brunswick,* it is not 1)ie intention of 
the governor df Maine, ^without renewed instructions 
from the legislature of the state, to attempt to disturb by 
arms the said province in the possession of the Mada- 
waska setdements, or to attempt to interrupt the usual 
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communica^iis between thai promce and her majesty's 
upper provinces ; and . that he is willing, in the mean- 
time, td leave the questions of possession and jurisdic- 
tion as they at present stand, — ^that is, Great Britain 
holding, in fact, possession of a part of the said terri- 
toiy, and the government of Maine denying her right to 
such possession ; and the state of Mame holding, in 
fact, possesion of another portion of th^ same territoxy, 
to which her ri^ is denied by Great Britain. 

With this understanding thie governor of Maine w$, 
without unnecessary delay, withdraw the military fo^ce 
of the state from the said disputed territpry ; leaving 
only, under a land agent, a small civil passBy armed or 
unarmed, to protect the timber recently cut, and to pre- 
vent future depredations. 

Reciprocal assurances of the foregoing friendly cha- 
racter having been, through the undersigned, inter- 
changed, all danger of coUisibn between the immediate 
parties to the controversy will be at once removed, and 
time allowed to the United States and Great Britain to 
settle amicably the great question of limits. 

The undersigned has much pleasure in renewing 
to his excellency Major- CSeneral Sir John Harvey, the 
assurances of his ancient high consideration and respect 

WINFIELD SCOTT." 

« The undersigned, Major-C^nerd Sir John Harvey, 
lieutenant-governor of her Britannic majesty's province 
of New Brunswick, having received a proposition from 
Major-General Winfield Scott, of the United States 
army, of which the foregpbg is a copy, hereby, on his 
part, signifies his concurrence and acquiescence therein. 

"Sir John Harvey renews with great pleasure to 
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Major-Generat Seott the afisurances of his warpiest per- 
sonal consideration, regard, and respect. 

J. HARVEY. 

Government Boose, Frederiokton, | 
New Brunswick, March 28, 1839." j 

< "fixecntira Department, i 

Augasta, March 25, 1839. ) 

The ui^dersigoed, governor of Maine,. m\ considera- 
tion of the foregoing, ike e^cjgenqy for caUing out the 
troops of Maine having ceased, has.no hesitation in sig- 
nifyipg his entire acquiescence in the proposition of 
Majpr^(3eneral ' Scott. 

The undersigned has the honor to tender to Major* 
Genend Scott the assurance of his high respect and 
esteem. 

^ JOHN FAIRFIELD." 

Sir John added also a private letter which, however, 
has been published. This perilous crisis having been 
overcome, Scott again returned to his' head-quarters* 
Thence, on the death of General Macomb, he was called 
to Wai^iington to assume, command of the army of the 
nation. 
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The Cherokees— Origm-»-Gold — Georgia and the Cherokeeft 
— Scott's ordepft-^His proclamation-^Its good effects — ^His 
promp^ess and humamty — ^Vaccmation^Ross. 

In the interval between the disturbances on the 
Niagara frontier. and in Maine., General ^cott was called 
on to discharge a duty, which probably was more pain- 
ful to him than any event which has occtirred in sdl hi9 
public service. This was the removal of the Cherokees. 

When the states of North and South Carolina and 
Georgia were coloniized, the emighmts found almost on 
the shores of the Atlantic a large and powerful Indian 
race, which had already knade much progress in the 
path of civilization, aiid the. members of which called 
themselves Chdloche. In many respects they difiered 
from the tribes arpund them, ipiot the least of which was 
in the feet &at they- were fire-vforshippers, looking on 
the sun as the great source of light, heat, and life^ and 
worshipping it with a venenition which recalls the days 
of the old Magi. They acknowledged no kindred with 
any other people oq the.continent, and h^d many cus- 
toms and habits, which .could not be connected with 
those of any other race. 

During the war of the revolutioi^, by tlie» policy of 
General Washington, they and the Chaotas and Chick- 
asas were kept in a state of neutrality, and the mass of 
the nation was rather ^eodly to the colonies than oth^- 
wise. Tliat th^ were so is a matter of peculiar con- 
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gratulatioD ; for none can 4oubt that if the many war- 
riors of this powerful people and its allies had sided 
with the English, the fortune qt war might have awarded 
a &r difierent result to the great southern campaign, 
and history have recorded as much misfortune as it 
has prosperity for the whole war. The Indians began 
gradually to withdraw before the advance of civilization, 
and the Cherokees yielded up most of their domain to 
the whites. Repeated treaties, however, secured to 
them ^the ground which they inhabited and cultivated, 
and which occupied a portion of the present states of 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama. 

Within the last twenty-iSve years gold has beeu dis- 
covered in that portion of their country which is within 
the ptate of Georgia. The advance of civilization from 
the east, and the gradual settlement of Tennessee and 
Kentucky, had forced them, no longer to depend on the 
chase, but to cultivate the soil. Their white neighbors 
wiere by no means the best specimens of their color, not 
a few of them being refugees, et id omne genus ^ bound to 
no home, nomads in disposition and Arabs in character. 
The Cherokees on the other hand loved their mountain 
homes, and dearly cherished the glassy streams and quiet 
valleys, in the midst of which the present generation had 
grown up. Restricted within their boundaries by the 
knowledge that elsewhere they would be looked upon 
and hunted as intruders, they had turned thqir attention 
to agriculture, and become in fact a pastoral people. Their 
whole country had become a western Arcadia, and their 
orchards and fields were far better cultivated than those 
of tbeur neighbors, by whom they 'vyere greatly coveted. 

The discovery of gold^ however, excited the whole po* 
pulation of Georgia, which began to dreatn of the wealth of 
Peru and Mexico. Before, however this e/ doroefo could 
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te seized upon, the Cherokees must obviously be re* 
-moTed. The supreme court of the United States, years 
before, had declared, by the lips of the great chief jus- 
tice, what was the situation of the Cherokees. lliey 
had, according to his doquent exposition j rights which 
could not be invaded by the United States or the sepa- 
^te states. l%ey were as wards of the nation, under 
the pupilage of the president ; and this sovereignty over 
their soil had been recognised by a hundred treaties with 
the ante-revolutionaiy governors of Virginia, Georgia, 
and the Carolinas, and the United Stated. As a nation, 
they had even protected the struggling colonies. These 
treaties distincdy called them a nation, and U^ated with 
them in all the forms Of diplomatic intercourse. The Che- 
^kees claimed that, if these rights had ever existed, 
they had not, and could not, lose them, and called on 
the government to protect them against an extension of 
the laws of Georgia over themselves and their country. 

c< III 1802, the United States formed a coDipact with 
Greorgia," says Mr. Mansfield, <<that the general go- 
. vernment would purchase the lands of the Indians, and 
remove them as soon as it could be peaceably accomr 
plished." Georgia was at that time even more sparsely 
populated than now, and had no disposition to extend 
her authority over the persons of a nation, the members 
of which were almost as numerous as her own citizens. 
The state, however, claimed that the United States was 
bouad to ejftinguish the Cherokee fifle ; why, wr on what 
grounds, no man out of Greorgia ever understood. 

The Cherokees, on the other hand, maintained, that to 
a sale there must be two parties, the grantor and grantee ; 
that if the United States were under obligations to pur- 
chase, they were not to sell ; that the stipulations with 
Georgia contemplated a peaceable removal, and that to 
Vol. I 16 
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employ the greatforce of the nation against tl^em \irould be 
cowardly. TheyiefuscdpositiYelytosell. The govern- 
ment of the United States could nottleny that the Chero- 
keeshad justice, on their side, but yet hoped by time 
and negotiation to efiect their removal. This was the 
cri»s when, the scheme of removi)3g the Indians beyond 
the. Mississippi originated. The pure, aftd good men 
who originated this plan, seem to have had no motive 
other dian the gopd of &e ndtionSf of aborigines. It 
waa likely, ho wever, to be too profitable a job for the 
hosts of speculators not to be popular , and in a ^ort 
time was the setded policy of the United States. A 
long controversy ensued, in the course of which the 
Indians of Georgia became much worried, and finally a 
kind of treaty was concluded with the Cherokee chiefe. 
The Uiited States claimed that it v^as legal, though the 
great mass of the Cherokee people maintained that it 
had never been ratified by th^ competent authority. 
The factis were these: The Cherokees have several 
c^ie& who are mere judges, and not competent to bind 
the people without their consent in general council. By 
.means of bribes, flatteries, and cajolements, these chi^ 
vhad been induced to give their assent. The majority of 
the tribe, however, posiHvelif^ revised to approve of their 
action. The great republic of the U^ted Sfaites, never- 
theless, prepared to ratify the action of an oligarchy 
without authority, said the Cherokees, who^in their own 
afiairs, must necessarily speak correctly. This ti^aty 
the United States resolved to enforcie. / 

On the 10th of April, 1838, General Scott received 
orders to assume the command of the troops and direct 
the emigration. After- a short consultation with the 
chief of the war department, he proceeded to Georgia. 
It is a blessed thing for the consciences and. honor 
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t>f sddiiKSi that their duty is 4o obey; That the respoo- 
sibility of enforciog this • treaty no more rests on Gene* 
ral Scott, than the chai^ of kidnapping rests .on him 
who, having snatched a drowning man from the whirl- 
pool,, is forced by the current to. a difierelht landing 
from the one. each would have adopted. This duty 
cannot but hare been most ungrateful to Scott, who, 
grown up in a country where Iqndly feelings towards 
the Indians are universal, wok now called on to act 
with more severity than his kind heart Would have 
dictated. The condition of the' Cherokees has been 
ahready referred to ; and to appreciate the cruelty of their 
fate, it must be remembered that the mass of the nation 
had long been civilized, and that its people were as. well 
educated and as cultivated as the laboring classes of any 
state of the confederacy; Their grounds were better 
tilled, their herds were of better blood, their laws were 
better administered, than were those of many of the coun- 
ties of Creorgia which surrounded them. These people 
General Scott was called on to remove, and he h^d no 
discretion but to enforce his orders with a steiti will, 
which also was the dictation of humanity. 

The treaty thus attempted to be enforced, had been 
made in 1836, and required all the Cherokees on this 
side of the Mississippi to^remove beyond it to a eountry set 
aside for them, between theCanstdian river and the boun- 
dary of Arksinsas. Many, at various intervals between ihe 
treaty and 1838,. had emigrated ; but about fifteen thou- 
sand yet remained amid their mountain homes. These 
were the persons against whom General Scott was to 
act with five regiments of the army and 'any number of 
vblun,teers he mi^t find necessary. 

.The following address to the Cherokee people has 
been reprinted several times in Europe, arid has always 
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been commended, not less for its peculiar eloquence and 
almost poetic pathos, than for the deep statesman-like 
policy it manifests. It was circalated in handbills, both 
in English and Cherokee, and was of a character .to 
penetrate at once the hearts of the people to ^om it 
was directed. 

^^jmJOB^GEJ^BAL SCOTTy of the Vmted States 
Jlrmyj sends to the Cherokee peopk remmrdng in J\lorth 
Cdrolma^ Georgia^ Tennessee^ and Alabamay this 

ADDBf SS|. 

Cherdcees: The president. of the United States has 
sent me,'Widi a powerful army, to ^ause you, in obedi^ 
ence to ifae treaty of 1835, to join that part of your 
people who are already established in prosperity pn the 
other 3ide of the Misisissippi. Unhappily^ the two years 
which were sJlowed for 'ttie purpose, you have sufiered 
to pass away without following, and without making any 
preparation to follow; and now, or by the time that this 
solemn address shall reach your distant settlements^ the 
emigration must be commenced in haste, but, I hope> 
without disorder. I have no power, by grantmg a fur- 
ther delay, to correct the error that, you have committed. 
The full moon of May is already on the wane ; and 
before another shall have passed away, every Cherokee 
man, woman, and child, in those states^ must be in 
motion to join their brethren in the far west. 

My Friends: This is no Sudden determination on 
the part of th^ president, whom you and I must now 
obey. By the treaty, the emigration was to have been 
completed on or before the !^3d of this month ; and the 
president has constantly kept you warned, during the 
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two yeais allowed, tbroiigh all his officers and agents in 
this country j that the treaty would ^be enforced. 

I am come to carry out that determination. My 
troops already Occupy many positions in the country that 
you are to abandon, and thousands and thousands are 
appnfoching from every quarter, to render resistance and 
escape alike hopeless. All those troops, regular and 
militia, are your friends. Receive them and (Confide in' 
them as such. Obey them when they tell you that you 
can remain no long^ in thils countiy. Soldiers are 
as kind*hearl)ed as brave, and the desire of every one 
(of us is to execute our painful duty in mercy. We are 
Gommsmded by the president to act towards you in that 
spirit, and such is also the wish of the whole people of 
America. 

Ohie&, head 'men, and waniors — ^will you then, by 
resistance, cconpel us to resort to arms? God forbid! 
Or will you, by flight, seek to hide yourselves in moun- 
tains and forests, and thus oblige us to hunt you down ? 
Remember, that in pursuit, it may be impossible to 
avoid conflicts. The blood of the white man, pr the 
blood of the red man, may be spilt ; and if spilt, however 
accidentally, it may be impossible for the discreet and 
humane among you, or among us, to prevent a general 
war and carnage. Think of this, my Cherokee brethren ! 
I am an old warri<Mr^ and have been present at many a 
ficene of slaughta^ ; hut sj^are me, I beseech you, the 
horror of witnessing the destruction of the Cherokees. 

Do not, I invite you, even wait Ibr the doise approach 
of the troops ; but make such preparations for emigration 
as you can, and hasten to this place, to Ross's Landing, 
w to Qunter's Landing, where you will all be received 
in kindness by officers selected for the purpose. You 
vill find food &r all, and clothing for the destitute, at 
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either of those places, and thence at your ease, and in 
comfort, be transported to your new homes acdordingto 
die terms of the treaty. This is the address of a war- 
rior to . wanriorS. May his entreaties be kindly received, 
and may the great Gro^ of both, prosper the Americans 
and Cherokees, ^d preserve them long in peace and 
friendship with each other. 

WINFIELD SCOTT.'' 

This address was accompanied by one to the troops, 
enjoining oji them forbearance and humanity towards a 
people bowed, down by sufferings and misfortune. 

Many bands at once came forward, and aB doubtless 
would have done so, but for the fiact that their powerAil 
and intellectual chief Ridss was at Washington, seeking, 
if not to avoid the emigration, to postpone it. General 
Scott was therefore compelled to use a mild force, and 
by a rapid extension of bis troops surrounded all the 
Geor^a Indians. Between this time (May 26fli) and 
the 15th of June all were collected, and the Georgia 
brigade was at once discharged. Mr. Mansfield states 
that by this rapid action in Georgia, and subsequently 
in other states^ one million of dollars were saved to the 
United States. This sum may with more accuracy be 
extended to two million five hundred thousand dollars. 
^ The Indians in the other states were collected before 
the 15th of July, and all the volunteers but a single 
company discharged. With the ^exception of a party 
of three or four Indians in North Carolina, shot by a 
sad necessity in consequence of an unprovoked attaick 
on a party of United States troops, several of whom 
were killed, not one life was lost. 

The orders General Scott had received extended to 
the collecting of the Cherokees only, and then to turn 
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them over to civ3 agents. Several bands had already 
moved westward, but the march was interrupted by an 
unusually dry season, which induced the general on his 
own responsibility to suspend fte iurther progress. He 
did so, the chie& of the nation signing^ a prpmise when 
the season became more propitious to produce all their 
people. This obligation they rigidly fulfilled.. Three 
of the regiments of regular troops wiere then returned 
to the northern frontier and to the Canada lines, and two 
retained to protect the emigrants. ' 

The Cherokees were distributed in vast camps near 
the Hiwassee and carefully attended to. , Medical at- 
tendance, provisions, &c., were procured for them, and 
under General Scott's personal superintendence. The 
roads to the drinking-places were closed to them by 
guards. Aware of the havoc made by small-pox and 
varioloid among the Indians of the. West, he managed 
to overcome their prejudices against vaccination, and to 
introduce it generally. The effect of this has already 
been experienced, those maladies having since decimated 
tribes which surround the new homes of the Chero- 
kees, but spared ti^at people. ' 

Greneral Scott was in the principal camp when the 
delegation of Ross returned from Washington, with, 
orders from the president to transfer to him the charge 
of the emigration, the cost.of which was to come from 
the five millions of dollars, secured them by the treaty 
of .1815, in addition to their new lands. General Scott 
then relinquished the control, after adjusting a difficulty 
between the chief and the people, as to what the former 
was to receive per capUa, and when the month of Octo- 
ber came, &e march was resumed. General Scott fol- 
lowed them to Nashville, when the order to proceed 
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again to the northern^ frontier reached him. What oo 
curred there, hps already been recounted. 

In this, affidr. General Scptt again added to the jus- 
tice of. the appdlation conferred on him, "The Paci- 
ficator.'' 
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General Scott spoken of for the presidency— Harrisbnig coio- 
ventioa— Promotioa to the. cenuDaod of the army-^Letter on 
slavery, to T. P. Atkinson, of Danville, Virginia — Enforce- , 
ment of discipline. 

In the year 1839, General Scott was become one of 
the most conspicuous men of the nation, and was looked 
upon as one of the persons most likely to be supported 
by a great political party for the chief magistracy of the 
confederacy. Though a soldier, he did not consider 
himself, as was once by a portion of the Union sought 
to be maintained, disfranchized from ihe enjoyment of 
his civil rights ; and therefore, although no partisan or 
demagogue, expressed his opinions on suitable occ^- 
sions, boldly and distinctly. As to mere party quesr 
tions, he has habitually said nothing, though all who are 
aware of his history must know that, from his long and- 
frequent service, under the Qrders of each party, he must 
have been aware of almost all the abuses of power by 
eith^. At the great convention of the wUlgs, at Harris- 
burg, in 1839, he was a prominent camlidate. His own 
wishes, however, were enlisted in^ favor of Mr. Clay ; 
after him, for General Harrison. Under the influence 
of this feeling, he wrote several letters, the puit)ort of 
which was, that his name should not ke used, if thisre 
was a chance of the access of the nomination of either 
of tfae-^other two. 
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The result is now well known ; and none more cheer- 
fully acquiesced in it than General Scott. General Har- 
rison died, and was succeeded by 'Mr. Tyler, who, on 
the death of General Macomb, on the 25th of Junej 1841, 
appointed General Scott to the command of the army. 

When General Harrison died, public attention was 
again turned to General Scott as a candidate. Mr. 
day, however, was selected, and was defeated. 

Hie following letter from General Scott, on the subject 
of slavery, is curious. It is a full exposition of his views 
on this momentous subject ; and shows a rare strength 
of mind, in not only abandoning the prejudices in which 
he was educated, but in avowing them contrary to the 
sentiments of the population of his native state, — still, 
amid all the changes of a soldier's life, the home of his 
dioice. 

' Washington, February 9, 1843. 

Dear Sir : I have been waiting for an evening's lei- 
sure to answer your letter before me, and, after an unrea- 
sonafble delay, am at last obliged to reply in the midst 
of official occupations. 

That I ever have been named in connexion with the 
presidency of the United States, has not, I can assure 
youy the son of an ancient neighbor and friend, been by 
any contrivance or desire of mine ; and certaiidy I shall 
never be in the field f6r that high office unless placed 
there by a regular nominatian. Not, then, being a can- 
didate, and seeing no near prospect of being trutide one, 
I ought, perhaps, to decline troubling you or others with 
my humble opinions on great principles of state rights 
and federal administration ; b'ut as I cannot plead igno-^ 
remce of the partiality 6f a few friends in several parts of 
the Union, who may, by possibility, in a certain event,* 
succeed in bringing me within the field from which a 
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whig candidate is ta be selected, I prefer to err on the 
side of frankness and candor, ratheHhan, by silence, 16 
allow any stranger unwittingly to commit himself to my 
support. 

Your inquiries open the -vriiole question of domestic 
slavery, which has, iq different forms, for a number of 
years, agitated congress and the country. 

Premising that you are the first person who has 
interrogated me on the subject,! give you the basis of 
what would be my teply in gresLter detail, if time allowed 
and the contingency alluded to above were less remote; 

In boyhood, at William and Maiy college, and in 
common with most, if not all my companions, I became 
deeply impressed with the views given by Mr. Jefferson, 
in his < Notes on Viig^a,' and by Judge Tucker,. in thr. 
Appendix to his edition of Blackkone's Commentaries, 
in favor of a gradual emancipation of slaves. That ap- 
pendix I have not seen in thirty odd. years, and in the 
same period have redd scarcely anything; on the subject*; 
but my early itnpressions are fresh and unchanged.'. 
Hence^ if I had had the honor df a seat in the Virginia 
legislature in the winter of 1831-32, when a 'bill was 
brought forward to carry out tiiose view^, I should cer- 
tainly have given it my hearty support. 

I suppose I scarcely need say that, in my opinion, 
congress has no color of authority, under the constitu- 
tion, for touching the relation of master and slave within 
a St£^te4 

I hold the, opposite opinion in respect to the District 
of Columbia. Here, with the consent of the owners, or 
nn the payment of <just compensation,' congress may, 
legislate at its discretion. But my conviction is equally 
strong that, unless it bestep.by step with the legislatures 
of Virginia and Maryland, it would be dangerous to both 
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races in those states to touch the relation between mas- 
ter and slave in this district. 

I have from the first been of opinioa that congress 
was bound by the constitution to receive, to refer, and 
to report upon petitions relating to domestic slavery as 
in the c^se of all other petitions ; but I have not failed 
to see and to regret the unavoidable irritation which the 
former have produced tn the southern states, with the 
consequent peril to the two colons, whereby the adoption 
of any plan of emancipation has everywhere among us 
been greatly retarded. 

I own, myself, no slave ; but never have attached 
blame to masters for not liberating their slaves — well 
knowing that liberation, without the mieans of sending 
them in comfort to some position fevorable to < the pur« 
suit of happiness,' would, in most cases, be highly inju- 
rious to all around, as well as to the manumitted fkmilies 
themselves-^unless the operation were general and under 
the auspices of prudent legislation. But I am persuaded 
that it is a hi^ moral obligation of masters and slave* 
holding states to employ all means, not incompatible 
with the safety of both colors, to meliorate slaveiy even 
to extermination. ^ 

It is gratifying to know that general melioration has 
*been great,, and is still progressive, notwithstanding the 
disturbing causes alluded to above. The more direct 
process of emancipation may, no doubt, be earlier com- 
menced and quickened in some communities than in 
others. Each, I do not questiost, has the right to judge 
for itself, both as to time and means, and I consider 
interference or aid from without, except on invitation 
from authority within, to be as hurtful to the sure pny» 
gress of melioration, as it may be fatsd to the lives of vast 
multitudes of all ages, senses, and colors. The work of 
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liberating ca&not be farced ynihovLt sach horrid results. 
Christian philanthropy is ever mild and considerate. 
Hence all violence ou^t to be deprecated by the friends 
oC religpion and humanity. Their persuasions cannot 
fail at die right time to free the master from the dave, 
and the slave from the masfsr ; perhaps before the latter 
shall have found out and acknowledged that the relation 
between the parties had long been mutually prejudicial 
to their worldly interests. 

' There is no evil without, in the order of Providence, 
some compensatmg benefit The bleeding African was 
torn from hb savage home by his ferocious neighbors, 
sold into davery, and cast upon this continent Here, 
in the mild south, the race has wonderfully multiplied, 
compared with anydiing ever known in barbarous life. 
Tlie descendants of a few thousands have become many 
millions ; and aU, from the ii^j made acquainted widi 
the arts of (civilization, and, above all, brought under 
the light of the Grospel. 

From the^ promise made to Abraham, some two 
thousand years had elapsed before tho advent of our 
Saviour, and the Israelites, the chosen people of God, 
were, for wise purposes, suffered to remain in bondage 
longer than Africans have been on our shore. This race 
has already experienced the resulting compensations 
alluded to ; and, as the white missionary has never been 
able to penetrate the dark regions (^Africa, or to establish 
himself in its interior, it may be within the scheme of 
Providence that the great work of spreading &e Gospel 
over that vast continent, with all the ^ts and. comforts 
of civilization, is to be finally accomplished by the black 
man restored from American bondage; A fi)othold there 
has already been gained for him,/ and' in such a scheme 
centuries! are but as 3econds to Him who moves worlds 
^ man moves a finger. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



254 THE GENI&EAL*IN-CHI£F — SCOTT. 

I do but suggest the remedies and consolations of 
slaveiy, to inspire patience, hope, and charity on all 
sides. The mighty subject call^ for the exercise of all 
man's wisdom and virtue, and these may not suffice 
without aid from a higher source. 

It is in the foregomg manner, my dear sir, that I 
have long been in the habit, in conversation, of ex- 
pressing myself, all oyer our common country, on the 
question of negro slavery, and I must say that I have 
found but very few persons to differ with me, however 
opposite their geographical positions.^ 

Such are the views or opinions which you seek./ I 
cannot suppress or mutilate them, although now liable. 
to be more generally known. Do with them what you 
please. I neither court nor shun publicity. 

I remain, very truly, yours, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

T. P. ATKINSON) Esq.) Danville, Virginia.'' 

A period of tranquillity ensued, after the removal of 
the Cherokees, uninterrupted, except by the Maine 
disturbances of 18^, until the Mexican war began. 
During this time, General Scott assiduously attended 
to the duties of his pdst, and virtually remodelled 
the army. The mass of the officers were humane, and 
not disposed to oppress their men, but rather to pro- 
tect them. In so laige a body, however, there' were 
a few who required to be taught that they dared not. 
This Scott did by his orders, in relation to personal vio- 
lence extended in certain regiments towards the men. 
His orders on this subject are models ^ and contribute 
hot less to a demonstration of his kno\jirledge of the true 
theory of discipline, than to proof of the jtistness and 
kindness of his heart. 
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Wai with Meidco— Correspondence with the secretary of war- 
Scott assigned to command — Siege and capture of Vera Crnz 
— Colonel I^tchcock— Battle of Cferro Qordo— Adrisince on 
the city %t£ Mexico— Battles before Mexico^Armistice: 

, .■ ' • k • 

The war with Mexico has^ it is believed, been long 

inevitable; and the govenunent of the United States 
had, on the frontier of Texas, established an army of 
observation, with reference to the contingencies which 
subsequently took place. When the war actually bega^n, 
Major-General Scott was most anxious to assume the 
command, and applied for it distinctly, on more than 
one occasion. A correspondence ensued, in the course 
of which the secretary of war was pleased to construe 
into an dSxontj a letter written by.Qeneral Scott ob- 
viously without intending to be discourteous. If tiene- 
ral Scott had vrishe4 to express himself plainly to the 
secretary, none who know him can doubt that he would 
have done so at a}I psks. It must be remembered that 
the secretary is the head of the department of war, with 
control over ti^e civil affairs of that department and of 
the bureau of Indian affairs. He has ,no military con- 
nexion with the army, being without rank, and therefore 
protected by no precedence with the command of the 
army. Though military officers are bound to respect 
him in hi$ sphere^ he has no authority over them, except 
when he actis by command of the president. To avoid 
the obvious difficulty of the command being deposited 
in the hands of a civilian, tbe office of general-in-chief 
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was created, and conferred on General Brown, the senior 
officer, because he was so. No one can pretend that 
the secretary can. assume command of even a single 
company. If so, a major-general can be guilty of no 
insubordination towards him; 

If such a thing were possible, — if a general were 
guilty of insubordination, he should be tried. There 
certainly must be somewhere authority to convene a tri« 
bunal competent to try even the senior general of the 
service. The department did not choose to do this ; it 
retained him at Washington ; and the thousand venial 
souls of the nation were encouraged to seek for favor by 
jeers hurled against him who had breasted the iron hail 
of many a battle-field, and served his country in many 
an emeigeney, with the head, heart, and hand. 

The circumstances of this case were as follows : each 
item of which is proved by documentary evidence. 

Immediately on the advance of the MeJEican army 
being known at Washington, General Scott applied 
for the command of the forces to operate against it. It 
will be remembered that at that time General Taylor, high 
as his rank has since become, was, by the most liberal 
construction of the rights Conferred by his commission, 
entitled only to the command of two regiments. The 
government proposed to send to Texas at least eight, 
four times the command of a brigadier. Scott had a 
right to the command; no one else except General 
Gaines had any pretext for claiming it. There was no 
disposition to displace General Taylor, whom Greneral 
Scott highly esteemed. 

He wished to allow General Taylor to win all the 
glory he knew he could and would, and did not wish to 
meet the Mexican generals except at the head of such 
an army as his rank entitled him to. He therefore sug- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



scott's plan. 2S7 

gested to the secretary of war, with whom he had b^n 
previously associated, to be permitted durbg the sum- 
mer to arrange a plan to prepare the volunteers for ser- 
vice, and then, at the bead of the new ^my, join 
General Taylor's regulars, which, of course, he would 
command. This plan, was not received as kindly as it 
Was given, and the original order or intention was coun- 
termanded. Itmaybe^e be stated that many military 
men think, that as commander-in-phief of the army and 
responsible for the Operations of the whole, General 
Scott could, 9t any time, of his own will, have assumed 
command of Genera} Taylor's, or any other army, with- 
out exceedmg his lawful authority. 

Under the influence of this injustice, he wrote to the 
president a frank, free, but respectful letter, stating his 
opinions of the proper mode of conductmg the war> and 
stating in relation to himself, the fallowing opinions, 
each of which is undeniably true. 

<< Not an advantageous step can be taken in a forward 
inarch without the confidence that all is well behmd. 
If insecure in that quarter, no general can put his whole 
heart and mind into the work to be done in frond. I 
am, therefore, npt a little alarmed, nay, crippled in 
my energies, by the knowledge of the impatience in 
question, and I beg to say, I fear no othei* danger. 

My intentions have been, after madcing all preHmi- 
nary arrangements here, to pa^ down the Ohio and 
Mississippi, to see, or to assure myself by correspon- 
dence, that the volunteers, on whom we are: mostly to 
rely in the prosecution of the eapsting war, are rapidly 
assembling for the service ; to learn the probable time 
of their readiness to advance upon Mexico ; to ascertain 
if their supplies of every kind are in place, or are likely 
to be in place in sui&cient thne ; to hasten one and the 
Vol.1 17 
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other; to barHaonize the ihovemeDts of volunteers, aod 
to modify their routes (if necessary), so that all, or at 
least a sufficient number, shidl arrive at the indicated 
points in the Mexican frontier at theb^st periods, andly 
ts far as practicable^ about the same time. Ml that I 
have sketched I deem Jict only use/id to success^ butijuUs* 
pensable. As a soldier I make this assertion mthout the 
fear of cordradiction from any homst and ixmdid 
soldier. 

Against the ad captandum condemnation of atl other 
persons, whoever may be designated for the high com* 
mand in question, diere can be no reliance (in his 
absence) odier than the active, candid, and steady sap 
port of his government. If I cannot have that sure 
basis to rest upon, it will be infinitdy better for the 
country (not to speak of my persond security), that 
some other commander of the new artny against Meldco 
should be selected. No matter who h^ may be, he 
shall at least be judged and supported by me, in this 
office and everywhere else, as I would desire, if person- 
dly in that command, to be myself judged and supported* 
, My explicit meaning is, that I do not desire to placr 
myself in the inost perilous of all positions*— a ^e tfom 
my rear from Washington j and the fire in front from 
the Mexicans J^^ 

Nothing in the above can be denied, nor can it 
now be asserted that the good of the country was the 
princ^le which animated the president's sut>ordinates 
in this conduct towards Scott. They remembered 
Chip|)ewa and Niagduri, and foresaw that tfie setting sua 
of the life of Scott would be as brilliant as its ihcMTiii^* 
The evidence of this is, that after it had been determined 
that a man who while ^n officer of the army of ho high 
rank had remained on the recruiting iservice while his 
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wgiment was in front of the enemy, should be made a 
lieutenant-general, General Scott vras assigned to com- 
"inmdd. In this matter there are tveo currents : Mr. Polk 
was desirous df acting fiiirly and' honorably towards a 
servant of the nation, second xmfy to himself, but was 
overruled by underlings and intriguers. 

The government d^ermmed to attempt tib^ capture 
of Vera Cruz and the castle of UHoa ; and, after care- 
fully canvassing the merits of all officers of rank^(it may be 
for the purpose intimated aboVe), confided this command 
to that soldier to whom, in all its times of difficulty, for 
more than the quartet of a century, the nation had 
turned. During the brilliant events of the war on the 
I&o Grande, General Scott had been in Washington ; 
not, however, inactive. Though in name and in fact 
occupying the highest place on the army list, he had 
been' toiling diligently to prepare materiel and personnel 
for Ae armies; at the head of which, men who were 
captains and subalterns when he occupied almost as high 
a rank as he does now, had won fame and glory. Tay« 
lor. Wool, and Kearney, each had felt the benefit of his 
arrangements, while he and the gallant old Gaines were 
doomed to inactivity. At last, he received the follow- 
ing order: 

"War DsPAitTMENir, Washington, ) 
November 23, 1846. ) 

Sir: The president, several days since, communi- 
cated in person to' you his orders to repair to Mexico^ to 
take the command of the forces there assembled, and par- 
ticularly to organize and set on foot an expedition to 
operate on the Chilf coast, if, on arriving at the theatre 
of .action, you shall deem it to be practicable. It is not 
proposed to control your operations by definite and 
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positiTe instructions, but you are left to pro^cute them 
as your judgment, under a full view of all the circum- 
stances, shall dictate. The work is before you, and the 
means provided, or to be provided, for accomplishmg 
it, are committed to you, in the full confidence that you 
vdll use them to the best advantage. 

The objects which it is desirable to obtain have been 
indicated ; and it is hoped that you will have die requi- 
site force to accomplish them. 

Of this you must be the judge, when preparations 
are made, and the time for action arrived. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. MARCY, 
Secretary of War. 
General Winfizld Scott." 

This order General Scott obeyed with his habitual 
promptness, leaving Washington on the 24th of Novem- 
ber, and sailing from New York on the 30th. Within 
one month he was at Matamoras and assumed command 
of the whole army in Mexico by virtue of his commis- 
sion. After all that had been said and done, all the 
comments of a few interested journals, he saw at a glance 
that the force collected there was altogether inadequate 
even for the investment of Vera Cruz and its depend- 
encies, probably, next to Gibraltar, the strongest place in 
the world. Such strei^ had been laid on the capture of 
this strong place, that to fail in it would have been at 
once to sacrifice all the advantages previously acquired. 
It was not only necessary in a positive sense, to enable 
the government to control the intercourse between Mexico 
and Europe, but to give the lie to jeers which had been 
frequently uttered on both sides of the Atlantic. 

The first act of General Scott was therefore to collect 
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alt the regulars which could be spared by General Tay- 
lor, with confidence that the troops, then reported as 
being on the march, would certainly replace them. He 
therefore withdrew from Saltillo, General Taylor's head- 
quarters, Worth's brigade, numbering about six hundred 
men, but troops second to none in the world, and com- 
manded by officers, each of whom, from the general to 
the junior subaltern, knew his duty. 

All the troops from the Rio Grande, except the stated 
garrisons, were, then put in motion towards Vera Cruz, 
and ordered to rendezvous at the island of Lobos, about 
forty leagues (Sp.) northward of the object of his expe- 
dition. This is a small barren island, but a mile in cir- 
cumference, and scarcely affording a resting-place for 
the troops soon collected there. On the 16th of Feb- 
ruary there were collected, however, in good order and 
health, one regiment of volanteers firom South Carolina, 
ten companies of the two regiments from Pennsylvania, 
one regiment from North Carolina, one from New York, 
and nine companies from Louisiana and Mississippi. 
Besides these, there were four hundred regulars com- 
manded by Colonel Gates. A large naval force wias also 
awaiting the concentration of Scott's army, under the 
command of Commodore David S. Conner. 

Unforeseen delays ensued, so that on the 7th of March 
only, Greneral Scott was able to concentrate his whole 
army, amounting to twelve thousand men of all arms. 

It was admirably equipped with all the engines and 
materiel necessary to attack, with success, so strong a 
place as Vera Cruz. The whole force was embarked in 
a fleet of transports and a convoy, amounting together 
to nearly onie hundred keels, and proceeded to Cape 
Antonio Lizardo. After a careful reconnoissanc^ with 
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Commodore Conner, it was determined to disembark on 
the beach west of the island of Sacrificios. 

Commodore Conner conducted in person the disem- 
barkation, which was made on the 9th of March ; and 
rarely has this delicate piece of duty been more ably 
managed. The anchorage on the beach was narrow and 
contracted ; and, to avoid crowding it with many vessels, 
he recommended that the troops should be transferred 
from the steamboats and other vessels to the ships of 
war. All preparations relative to assigning men and 
officers to the separate boats, bad been previously made ; 
and, at eleven, A. M., the frigates, with a few trans- 
ports selected for the purpose, got under way. 

The general-in-chief wa,s on board the steamboat 
Massachusetts. The weather was peculiarly favorable ; 
the wind was from the southeast, and the sea smooth and 
glassy, and the vessels dropped from Sacrificios to the 
beach selected (about three hours' sail), without difficulty 
or obstacle, and anchored, each precisely on the spot 
indicated for them severally. The steamers of light 
draught and a few gunboats were then ordered to allign 
themselves as close as possible to the surf, to cover the 
landing. The boats then received their quotas of troops, 
and formed one continuous line. When all was ready, 
a signal-gun was fired from the vessel on board of which 
General Scott was, and , with a cheer, the long line gave way 
for the shore.- Immediately before sunset, Major-Gene- 
ral Worth landed witli his brigade, the carps cPelite of 
the service. It was composed of the 2d and 3d artillery, 
the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 8th infantry; to which were at- 
tached Williams' company of Kentucky, and Blanchard's, 
of Louisiana volunteers ; the first to the 6th, and second 
to the 5th infantry. 

The volunteer brigade followed next; and, finaUy, 
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Twiggs, with the reserve, composed of the 1st and 4th 
artillery, the riflemen, the 1st, 2d, 3d, and 7th infantry, 
were landed at daylight. On the 10th, the whole force 
was on shore, including the heavy artillery. 

All lay on their arms that night, on a soil that, since 
the surrender of the castle and city of Vera Cruz by the 
Spaniards, had never been pressed by an invader's foot 
Commodore Conner superintended the debarkation in 
person ; and, when Worth's line pulled ashore, was seen 
in a boat of the smallest size, in the midst of the surf, 
directing the operation. This was the true service done 
by the navy, and the credit is due to Commodore Con- 
ner. Its success was unprecedented ; all having been 
so directed that not one accident or mistake occurred, 
and not one life was lost. 

On the morning of the 10th General Scott landed in 
person. He commanded a force of eleven thousand 
regulars of the army and volunteers. The officers and 
teen (ff that veteran and gallant corps, the marines, hav- 
ing volunteered to serve on shore, were received by him 
with cheerfulness. They, under the command of Cap- 
tain Oahin Edson, since dead, were attached tempora- 
rily to the 3d artillery. Mr. Kendall, of the New 
Orleans Picayune thus graphically describes the debarka- 
tion on the fidiore: 

« A more stirring spectacle has probably never been 
witnessed in America. In the first line there were no 
less than seventy heavy surf-boats, containing nearly four 
thousand regulars, and all of them expected to meet an 
enemy before they struck the shore. 

Notwithstanding this, every man was anxious to be 
first — they plunged into the water waist-deep as they 
reached die shore — the << stars and stripes" were in- 
ftantly floating — a rush was made for the sand-hills, and 
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amid loud shouts they pressed onward. Three long and 
loud cheers rose from their comrades still on boards 
awaiting to be embarked, and meanwhile the tops and 
every portion of the foreign vessels were crowded with, 
spectators of the scene. Not one who witnessed it will 
ever forget the landing. Why the Mexicans did not 
oppose us is a greater mystery than ever, considering 
their great advantages at the time, and that they have 
since opposed every step of our advance." 

Greneral Scott immediately began to extend his forces 
around the city. Worth with his regulars succeeded 
in occupying the post of honor on the right of the city's 
walls, by eleven o'clock of the morning of the 10th. 
The line of circumvallation lay along a range of high 
sand-hills surrounding the city at a distance of about 
four thousand paces from the walls, commanding the 
whole city. Greneral Patterson advanced to take posi- 
tion on his right, but soon came on the enemy in a chap- 
paral or thicket. A brisk engagement ensued, which after 
a fire of twenty minutes terminated with the retreat of the 
Mexicans, who lost a few men. These were the first shots 
fired in front of Vera Cruz, with the exception of an affair 
of posts on the night of the 9th, and a few shot fired by a 
steamer at the castle after the landing of the troops. 
The advance of General Patterson's column was the 
brigade of General Pillow, who commanded in this 
affair. This officer immediately advanced again, and 
before he had proceeded a mile came up with the ene- 
my, who in the intaim had rallied. The fire of the 
enemy was heavy, but he was immediately dispersed by 
a brisk charge of a portion of the 1st Pennsylvania 
regiment, which had but two of its men wounded. At 
sunset General Pillow had reached the highest pomt of 
the range of hills, and there erected the national standard 
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borne by one of the Tennessee regiments. The city 
and castle in the meantime kept up a perpetual fire of 
diot and i^ells, principally against the right of the line 
(Worth's), but with little injury. 

On the 11th General Twiggs with the reserve occu- 
pied the right of the whole line. This was the most ardu- 
ous portion of the operation, the guns being required to be 
carried over sand-hills, in the loose soil of which the 
wheels would sink to the boxes. They were often 
dragged by main force and carried over impediments 
seemingly insurmountable. The place was then com- 
pletely invested, and may be said to have been in a state 
of siege and blockade, the squadron sealing up all ap- 
proach from the shore. The events of this siege were 
important, but are of little interest of themselves. 
Thirteen days after the planting of the mortars, effected 
on the 13th, the city and castle surrendered. 

On the 18th, at night, the work in the trenches was 
begun, and the labor continued during the 19th, 20th, 
and 21st. At two o'clock on that day a summons for 
the city to surrender was made. The governor-general, 
Morales, was pleased. General Scott says, contrary to 
the express terms of his communication, to include it as 
surrendering also the castle. He refused the surrender, 
and consequently fire was opened on the city. 

In the meantime Commodore Perry had arrived with 
orders to take command of the naval forces. A large 
naval battery was immediately landed, and on the morn- 
ing of the 24th also opened its fire. After an incessant 
cannonading on the 26th, the enemy beat a parley. 
After two or three days' discussion, frequently inter- 
rupted, the city and castle were surrendered, the garri- 
sons marching out and laying down their arms. Thus 
fell the Gibraltar of the new worid. 
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Conspicuous among the brilliant officers who accom- 
panied General Scott in this campaign, was Lieutenant-* 
Colonel Ethan Alien Hitchcock, of the 3d r^ment of 
infantry. He is a native of the state of Vermont, em- 
phatically one of its children, being a grandson of the 
distinguished hero of Ticonderoga, Ethan Allen. 

Colonel Hitchcock was graduated at the military 
academy in 1817, and was immediately appointed a 
third lieutenant in the artillery corps, with rank from July 
17th, 1817. That was a time of peace ; promotion was 
slow, and distinction in the army was not to be acquired 
with the sword. In due course, however, Lieutenant 
Hitchcock became a captain and was assigned to the 
command of the corps of cadets at West Point, one of 
the highest compliments which can be bestowed on a 
soldier in our army. The officer to whom this high 
charge is confided should have every essential of a sol- 
dier. He should look one, for he will be the model 
according to which the fiiture leaders of the armies of 
the nation will be formed. He must be a gentleman, 
with the manners of a man of the world, and in this 
respect worthy to be imitated by gentlemen. He 
should not be a mere man of the sword, but a scholar, 
and capable of appreciating all the sciences which make 
a part of the art of war. The commandant of cadets 
should be a rigid disciplinarian, and possessed also of 
those qualities which are calculated to command respect. 
For a number of years Captain Hitchcock exercised this 
command to the satisfaction of all ; and it is certain that 
when the cadets were commanded by him, and the 
institution was under the superintendence of Colonel 
Thayer, it was in its palmiest days. This was also the 
season durmg which the opposition against it was most 
trying, and double care and attention was necessary to 
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soothe prejudice, to counteract opposition to what has 
since been the savior of the honor of the nation's arms. 
The tall, soldier-like form of Captain Hitchcock was 
well calculated to inspire respect, and the amenity of 
his manner the confidence of all ; so that, though the 
strictest disciplinarian who ever commanded the corps, 
he was by far the most popular. 

Becoming weary, however, of inactivity, when a part 
of the army was in the field against the Seminoles, 
Captain Hitchcock sought active service ; and, when the 
8th regiment of infantry was formed, was appointed to 
the majority, with rank firom the 7th of July, 1838. The 
regiment was under the command of General Worth, 
who had also, previous to Hitchcock, held command of 
the cadets. The lieutenant-colonel was the present co- 
lonel, Newman S. Clark, of the 6th infantry, to which 
he was promoted by seniority, on* the promotion of 
General Taylor. Cdonel Clark had been breveted for 
gallantry at Niagara. { 

The 8th infantry proceeded to the Canada fi^tier, at 
that time in great turmoil, and, after a loiig march west- 
ward, was sent to Florida. Major Hitchcock participated 
in all the service of his r^^ent in the peninsula, until 
the termination of the war. He was subsequently as- 
signed to important duty in the Indian department, which 
took him to the Cherokee nation (west), then the scene 
of much confusion, in consequence of the disputes be- 
tween the old and new settlers. He had, in 1837-38, 
been on duty in the same department, at St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

On the 31st of January, 1842, Major Hitchcock be- 
came lieutenant-colonel of his present regiment. 

When General Scott assumed the command of the 
army in Mexico, Lieutenant-Colonel Hitchcock was im- 
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mediately selected by him as the chief of his staffs and 
assigned to duty as inspector-general, one of the officers^ 
of that department (Colonel Churchill) being on duty 
with General Taylor, and the senior, Colonel Croghan, 
having been placed by the department on special duty, 
subsequent to the battle of Monterejr. 

The duties of inspector-general, in such an army as 
General Scott's, the large majority of which was irregu- 
lar, and commanded in every grade by officers ignorant 
of all the details of service, were most onerous. The 
systematizing of reports, the production of unity of 
action, in so large a body, make the functions of this 
officer, to such a corps cParmeey not unlike the action of 
the heart in maintaining the circulation of blood through 
the human frame. These duties were admirably per- 
formed by Colonel Hitchcock ; and the utmost praise 
has been bestowed on him by his superiors and all who 
have come in contact with him. The numerous letter-* 
writers who have accompanied the army, have been 
peculiarly munificent in their praises of him. It is true that 
their opinions, per se, with a few exceptions, are value- 
less ; but, it will be remembered, they always reflect the 
ideas of the community among whom they are. 

After th^ capture of the city of Vera Cruz and the 
victory of Cerro Gordo, Colonel Hitchcodc was called on 
to receive the paroles of the Mexican officers, and to 
make provision for the host of prisoners of all grades. 
This laborious duty he performed with his characteristic 
courtesy, to the satisfaction even of the prisoners. Colo- 
nel Hitchcock is still with the army ; and, if he receive 
his deserts, has a brilliant future before him. He is a 
soldier and a scholar; well informed, not only in his 
profession and the sciences, but in general literature, 
and writes with ease and eloquence. His official reports 
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are concise and distinct, at the same time that they are 
as far removed as possible from a mere barren chronicle 
of marches and countermarches. Colonel Hitchcock i» 
BOt over forty^six or forty-seven years of age, if he is so 
old. He is now the fifth lieutenant-colonel in rank of 
his arm. 

In effecting the capture of Vera Cruz, many brave men 
were killed and wounded. In extending the line of invest- 
ment, Captain Alburtis, of the 2d infantry, was killed, and 
subsequently Captain John R. Vinton, of the 3d artil- 
lery, — ^an officer of high reputation. In the naval bat- 
tery, Midshipman Shubrick, a young officer of high 
merit, was killed. 

Various minor affiiirs took place outside of the line 
of defences ; in one of which, Brevet Brigadier-General 
Persifor Smith highly distinguished himself; and, in 
another, Cobnel Harney, at the head of a small body 
of dragoons and other cavalry, routed a large Mexican 
mounted force. 

Previous to opening his fire, General Scott had sent 
passports to the various foreign consuls, and also safe- 
guards for their houses, &c. Subsequently^ when the 
American artillery devastated the city, a correspondence 
ensued, the purport of which was a cessation of fire, so 
as to permit them, with their families, to withdraw then. 
As the enemy might therefrom draw great aid and com- 
fort. General Scott refused to accede to the request. 

The terms of the capitulation were magnanimous. 
General Scott might have required an unconditional 
surrender. The generous Worth, however, declared 
that, under the circumstances, the army of the United 
States could afford to be generous. The following 
terms were conceded, creditable both to the victors and 
the conquered: 
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1. The whole garrison, or garrisons, to be suiren- 
dered to the arms of the United States, as prisoners of 
war, the 29th inst., at ten o^clock, A. M. ; the garri"> 
sons to be permitted to march out with all the honors 
of war, and to lay down their arms to such officers as 
may be appointed by the general-in-chief of the United 
States armies, and at a point to be agreed upon by the 
commissioners. 

2. Mexican officers shall preserve their arms and 
private effects, including horses and horse furniture, and 
to be allowed, regular and irregular officers, as also the 
rank and file, five days to retire to their respective 
homes, on parole, as hereinafter prescribed. 

3. Coincident with the surrender, as stipulated in 
article 1, the Mexican flags of the various forts and sta- 
tions diall be struck, saluted by their own batteries ; and, 
immediately thereafter. Forts Santiago and Conception, 
and the castle of San Juan de UUoa, occupied by the 
forces of the United States. 

4. The rank and file of the regular portion of the 
prisoners to be disposed of after surrender and parole, 
as their general-in-chief may desire, and the irregular to 
be permitted to return to their homes. The officers, in 
respect to all arms and descriptions of force, givmg the 
usual parole, that the said rank and file, as well as them- 
selves, shall not serve again till duly exchanged, 

5. All the materiel of war, and all public property 
of every description found in the city, the castle of San 
Juan de Ulloa and their dependencies, to belong to the 
United States; but the armament of the same (not 
injured or destroyed in the fiirther prosecution of the 
actual war) niay be considered as liable to be restored 
to Mexico by a definite tt^ty of peace. 
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6. The sick and wounded Mexicans to be allowed to 
remain in the city, with such medical officers and attend- 
antSy and officers of the army as may be necessary to 
tiieir caf^ and treatment. 

7. Absolute protection is solemnly guarantied to 
persons in the city, and property, and it is clearly under- 
stood that no private building or property is to be taken 
or used by the forces of the United States, without pre- 
vious arrangement with the owners, and for a fair equiva- 
Ient» 

8. Absolute freedom of religious worship and cere- 
monies is solemnly guarantied. 

General Worth presided over the surrender, in full 
uniform, with all the pomp which so well becomes him. 
The Mexican eagle was struck at the appointed time, 
saluted by its own batteries, while the American forces 
stood calmly by in mute and dignified forbearance. 

Then an American march was heard, the various 
bands struck up the national airs, and far off the brazen 
trumpets of the American cavalry took up the echo. 
The conquering troops marched in with colors flying, to 
the sound of full choirs of drums, and the starry flag 
was run up over the bulwarks of the Mexican republic. 
The troops gave one long cheer, and from all the bands 
was heard "the Star-Spangled Banner." 

It was a proud day ; he by whose talent this great 
achievement had been effected, felt it in the secret 
places of his own heart, and gave vent to his feelings in 
the following official letter, which made the bosoms, even 
of those of his countrymen who loved him least, glow 
with pride that a portion of the glory of this achieve* 
Doetit was reflected on them : 
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" Head-Quarters of the Army, j 
Vera Cruz, March 29. 1847'. } 

Sir : The flag of the United States of America floats 
triumphantly over the walls of this city and the castle of 
San Juan d'Ulloa. 

Our troops have garrisoned both since ten o'clock : 
it is now noon. Brigadier-General Worth is in com- 
mand of the two places. 

Articles of capitulation were signed and exchanged 
at a late hour night before last. I enclose a copy of 
the document. 

I have heretofore reported the principal incidents of 
the siege up to the 25th instant. Nothing of striking 
interest occurred till early in the morning of the next 
day, when I received overtures from General Landero. 
on whom General Morales had devolved the principal 
command. A terrible storm of wind and sand made it 
difficult to communicate with the city, and impossible to 
refer to Commodore Perry. I was obliged to entertain 
the proposition alone, or to continue the fire upon a 
place that had shown a disposition to surrender ; for the 
loss of a day, or perhaps several, could not be per- 
mitted. The accompanying papers will show the pro- 
ceedings and results. 

Yesterday, after the norther had abated, and the com- 
missioners appointed by me early the morning before had 
again met those appointed by General Landero, Commo- 
dore Perry sent ashore his second in command, Captain 
Aulick, as a commissioner on the part of the navy. 
Although not included in my specific arrangement made 
with the Mexican commander, I did not hesitate, with 
proper courtesy, to desire that Captain Aulick might be 
duly introduced and allowed to participate in the discus- 
sions and acts of the commissioners who had been recipro- 
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cally accredited. Hence the preamble to his signature. 
The original American commissioners were, Brevet 
Brigadier-General Worth, Brigadier-General Pillow, and 
Colonel Totten. Four more able or judicious oflBcers 
could not have been desired. 

I have to add but little more. The remaining details 
of the siege ; the able co-operation of the United States 
squadron, successively under the command of Commo- 
dores Conner and Peny ; the admirable conduct of the 
whole army, regulars and volunteers-^I should be 
happy to dwell upon as they deserve ; but the steamer 
Princeton, with Commodore Conner on board, is under 
way, and I have commenced organizing an advance into 
the interior. This may be delayed a few days, waiting 
the arrival of additional means of transportation. In 
the meantime, a joint operation, by land and water, 
will be made upon Alvarado. No lateral expedition, 
however, shall interfere with the grand movement 
towards the capital. 

In consideration of the great services of Colonel 
Totten, in the siege that has just terminated most suc- 
cessfully, and the importance of his presence at Wash- 
ington, as the head of the engineer bureau, I intrust this 
despatch to his personal care, and beg to commend him 
to the very favorable consideration of the department. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, 
your most obedient iservant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Hon. W. L. Marct, Secretary of War." 

After the surrender of Vera Cruz, Greneral Scott did 
not sufier the advantage he had gained to be lost, but 
advanced at once towards the capital. He previously, 
however, addressed a proclamation to the Mexican peo- 
ple, which had the most advantageous effect. 
Vol. T. 18 
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The advance towards the capital was made with the 
brigade of General Twiggs leading, and Worth and 
Patterson following afterwards. 

On the 17th of April he reached the famous pass of 
Cerro Gordo^ or Broad Mountain — naturally strong, and 
fortified to the best of the ability of the Mexican engi- 
neers. This position was occupied by General Santa 
Anna and an army of twenty thousand men. General 
Scott was at the head of twelve thousand. 

Santa Anna had but two months before been routed 
at Buena Vista by Greneral Taylor, and forced to retreat 
across the desert to San Luis. In the interim, however, 
he had taken possession of this strong position with a 
force thought amply sufficient to retain it. Cerro Grordo 
is a strong defile in a table land or plain between El Bio 
Grande de la Plan and the northern branch of the Cha^ 
colacaSf into which the first enters, and is about two- 
thirds of the distance fi'om Vera Cruz to Jalapa. The 
order of General Scott on the occasion of this battle is a 
model, but has been too often printed to be curious at 
present. It breathes distmctly the greatest confidence in 
his success, and is in the highest degree complimentary 
to the men he commanded. 

General Twiggs was ordered to turn the left of the 
enemy's position, and was also instructed to intercept 
his retreat, by occupying the national road in his rear. 
General Shields was ordered to report to him with two 
of his regiments, and the third was to expect other orders 
during the day. General Worth was also to follow this 
movement. General Pillow was ordered to attack the 
enemy's batteries as soon as he should hear firing on 
his right (the enemy's left), or sooner if circumstances 
favored. He was, after having pierced the line, to 
attack either the right or left wing of the Mexican force. 
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General Scott did not doubt the success of these 
movements, all of which were prosperous, General 
Pillow only having experienced any check. This was 
probably effected by force of circumstances, for that 
general at Vera Cruz and elsewhere had exhibited 
undoubted courage. The army was then ordered to 
pursue the enemy towards Jalapa. 

General Scott, on the 18th, attacked the enemy's po- 
sitions and carried them, winning a victory hitherto un- 
precedented. It would have opened his way directly to 
the capital, had the forces promised him arrived. Three 
thousand men were captured, with their officers, and 
five Mexican generals : Pinzon, Jarrera, La Vega, Nor- 
riega, and Obando. Vasquez, a general of reputation, 
was killed, and a vast quantity of artillery, arms, &c., 
were captured. 

The American loss was great. General Shields was 
sbot through the body, yet recovered. Major Sumner, 
an old and veteran officer, was shot on the forehead, but 
was not killed. Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson was also 
wounded. Captain Mason, of the rifles, also lost his 
leg,-— of which wound he has since died ; and Lieuten- 
ant Ewell, of the rifles, was mortally wounded. Gene- 
ral Pillow also was wounded. Greneral Twiggs, Colonel 
*Hamey, Major Loring, and Colonel Plympton distin- 
guished themselves, and General Worth maintamed his 
reputation. 

The Mexican army fled, with Santa Anna and Cana- 
lize, « the Lion of Mexico," at its head ; narrowly es- 
caping the pursuit of Twiggs's command. Santa Anna's 
state coach was taken, and subsequently was used to 
convey an old officer who had been wounded (Major 
Sumner), who, probably, during thirty years' service, 
had never before marched with an army but at the head 
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of his ijommand. So hasty was the retreat, that even the 
artificial leg of the MexicaB lieatenant-geneial was eap^ 
tured. 

The order which General Scott had given was obeyed 
to the letter, except that the brigade of volunteers, com- 
manded by Greneral Pillow, was repulsed. The batteries, 
however, which had beaten them back, were taken sub* 
sequently by the advance under General Twiggs. The 
mind of General Scott, with a military second-si^t, had 
foreseen all the events of the battle and the rout, and all 
his anticipations were realized. 

On the 19th of April, General Scott made his report 
to the war department, that he had not transportation for 
his spoils, and consequently would be forced to destroy 
them. He had taken three thousand prisoners, foity- 
three pieces of the beautiful artillery of Seville and To- 
ledo, five thousand muskets, five generals, and all the 
materiel of an army. 

There could be no repulse so strong as this to the 
government, which had sent its soldiers to war without 
providing the means of reaping the results of victory. 
The men who but a few months before had scofifed at 
the general, by whose genius this triumph had been real- 
ized, were forced to acknowledge .that he was the great 
leader of the age. By a strange perversion, howeverj 
of all the better feelings of humanity, they yet refiised to 
confess their error. The world, however, saw it. 

The victory of Cerro Gordo had important results. 

On the 19th Jalapa was entered, and on the 22d General 

*Worth seized on the fortress of Perote, in which fiftyr 

four pieces of brass and iron cannon and mortars, with 

a vast amount of shot and shells, were taken. 

On the 15th of May, General Worth, almost without 
resistance, entered. Puebla, in spite of the predictions of 
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the English and French press, which promised certain 
defeat to any American army which should approach 
the more densely populated parts of the country. 

The army was long delayed at Puebla, and its com- 
munication with the sea«board interrupted by the fre- 
quent attacks of guerilla forces, which no prudence could 
avoid. On the 22d of August General Scott occupied 
with the advance of the army the archi*episcopal psdace 
of Tacubaya, after having defeated the enemy in two 
pitched batdes« 

On the 14di of August, while the army was on the 
advance, Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan proceeded to re- 
connoitre the enemy's pSe^sition, and satisfied General 
Scott that a communication could be opened between 
Chalcoa and San Augustino, and consequently a strong 
column was thro^m forward with Worth's division in 
ike advance, and Quitman, Pillow and Twiggs following, 
the object of which was to commence an altogether new 
tine of operations on the southern and western side of 
the city, which would make useless the powerful works 
tinown up by Santa Anna at Penon and Mexicalzingo, 
between lakes Chalco and Xochimilco and the lake of 
Tezcuco, on which the city of Mexico is built. 

On the 16tfa, when General Worth had reached the 
hacienda of San Gregorio, General Scott ordered a halt, 
having learned that the enemy was in force in front of 
Twiggs, between Chalcoa and San Francisco, at the 
head of lake Chalco, near to which the road from Rio 
Frio passes. The enemy were, however, promptly dis- 
persed by a few shots fix>m Twiggs' heavy.artillery. 

On the 17th instant Worth again advanced, and on 
the next day, at 8 o'clock, A. M., saw the turrets of the 
Mexican capital. No enemy showed himself, and, but 
that huge masses of rock had been placed in the road. 
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and ditches dug at intervals, the progress of his column 
was altogether unobstructed. When he first saw the 
city, however, an attack was made on him by the enemy, 
most advantageously posted, which, however, was in a 
short time checked and driven in by a light battery of 
the 2d artillery, commanded by Major Gralt, and attached 
to the 1st brigade of Worth's division. The enemy 
soon rallied, but were driven in again without any loss to 
the Americans. 

On the 18th Greneral Scott reached San Augustino, 
and immediately dispatched Worth by the main road 
towards the city of Mexico. A reconnoissance by Ma- 
jors TumbuU and Smith, of the engineer and topo- 
graphical corps, was immediately ordered, with an escort 
of Blake's and Thornton's dragoons. The party became, 
however, exposed to the fire of an 18-pounder of a 
masked battery, the first shot from which killed Captain 
Thornton. 

Colonel Grarland with his brigade was then ordered 
to take position in front of the enemy's batteries at San 
Augustino, while two other regiments under Colonel 
Stark, with the battery of Colonel Duncan, took posi- 
tion behind it. A reconnoissance was then had under 
cover of a strong party, which after a skinnish, reported 
that it was practicable to turn San Antonio and occupy 
the village of San Angelo ; at San Antonio Santa Anna 
had made the defences on which he chiefly relied. 

The Mexicans were in a position lat Contreras, an 
old Spanish post, and a council having been called by 
General Scott, it was unanimous in advising an attack 
on the next morning. Near Contreras was the hacienda 
of Buvera, in which Greneral Worth established his 
head*quarters, and whence he could discover the enemy 
inde&tigably working at their intrenchments at San Anto* 
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nio ; at noon they opened their fire with shot and shell 
with an accuracy which would have done credit to any 
gunners in the world. They paused at nightfall, but on 
the 19th opened again on his position and would soon 
have rendered it untenable but for a powerful diversion. 

At nine A. M., the 2d division (Twiggs's) and Pil- 
low's were ordered to advance, and soon after noon 
were within reach of the heavy guns of Contreras. The 
1st brigade of Twiggs's, under General P. F. Smith, was 
ordered to attack the front, while Colonel Bennet Riley 
was detached to occupy the rear and cut off reinforce- 
ments known to be advancing under General Valencia. 
The riflemen under a heavy fire advanced and drove in 
the pickets, assisted by the howitzer battery and Captain 
John Magruder's twelve-pounders, which, though admi- 
rably worked, could not keep pace with the enemy's 
eighteens and thirty-twos. At three P. M., Twiggs 
ordered Cadwalader with a brigade of volunteers to 
support Riley, heavy reinforcements being seen advanc- 
ing, and General Pearce was sent to support General 
Smith. At this crisis Scott arrived. 

Valencia was advancmg with his infantry marching 
to the front, and in the rear and on the flanks regiments of 
lancers and other cavalry. It was an imposing sight, well 
calculated to arouse General Scott to the utmost pitch, 
and recall to his mind the tactics of the Niagara cam- 
paign. ITie work before him was evidently to be done 
with his favorite weapon, the prince of arms, the bayonet. 
He at once sent forward General Shields to support Riley 
and Cadwalader in preventing, if possible, the junction 
of Valencia with the troops in position at San Antonia. 

Thj^ was the most interesting point of the engage- 
ment, and Riley bore the brunt of it — squadron after 
^squadron dashed against his own regiment, the 3d in* 
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fiintry, and were broken to pieces against its $ides — at 
last night came, and then there was a pause in the battle. 

At 8 P. M., General Scott returned to San. Augus- 
tino, but not until eleven did Worth and Pillow return, 
worn out and exhausted. The Mexicans had fought 
well — ^had done what till now they had not achieved 
during the war, kept their position — and the American 
troops lay on their arms in the midst of a pitiless rain. 

At dawn on the 20th, General Wozth, with a pvt 
of his division, moved forward to reinforce Twiggs, all 
cavils about brevet rank being forgotten in the great 
anxiety to drive back Valencia. 

This aflair was a quick one, the Mexicans being utterly 
routed after a diort but eager contest with the bayonet. 
But a few cannon shots and rolls of musketry were heard 
by the rest of the army, so that though horses were seen 
on retreat to the city, none for a' long time thought this 
formidable opposition had been overcome. The enemy 
in this affair lost fifteen guns, fifteen hundred prisoners, 
and left seven hundred on the field, among whom were 
many officers of high rank and civil fiinctionaries of im- 
portance. Among the prisoners were Generals Blanco, ' 
Garcia Conde, Mendoza, and the ex^president Salas. 

This battle placed the defences at Contieras com- 
pletely in the power of General Scott. He immediately 
ordered General Worth to M back on San Antonio, 
capture it, and then advance to the capital by the great 
road, while General Twiggs advanced by way of San 
Angelo and Cahoyacam. 

Twiggs had scarcely passed the village of San Angelo 
when he encountered a very strong work, and almost at 
the same time Worth^s guns were beard. The^^enemy 
had abandoned San Antonio and occupied another work 
thrown up around a strong convent, which was oh the 
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north of a stream crossed only by a diflKcult bridge. At 
this point the two divisions viete near each other, and a 
general action ensued. 

General Worth charged across the bridge, drove the 
enemy from the defences with a decision which recalls 
the fiimous contest of Lodi, while Shields with his volun* 
teers attacked a hacienda further on, which had been 
fortified, and the Mexican army was finally routed and 
driven in confusion into the city, Santa Anna leading 
the rout 

Thus ended the batdes before Mexico ; the name of 
no minor place should be given them. They ended in 
the destruction of the fourth army which the Mexican 
republic had created mthin eighteen months, and in 
placing the magnanimous nation at the feet of the con- 
queror. 

It was the greatest battle ever fought on this side of 
the Atlantic, if we except the almost Mithridatic hordes 
said to have been commanded by Bolivar, Hidalgo, and 
Morelos. The Mexicans fought in sight of their houses 
and temples, and numbered certainly not less than 
twenty-five thousand men trenched and well supplied. 
General Scott was at the head of six thousand, wearied 
with a long march and almost exhausted. 

The Mexican loss was immense, including in killed 
and wounded, thirteen generals and six thousand men. 
The American loss in killed and wounded was more 
than a thousand, and among the latter was the general- 
in-chief. 

After this battle General Worth slept with the ad- 
vance, and on the next day proceeded to Tacubaya, 
where he found the general-in-chief installed in the 
archi-episcopal palace. General Scott, at the instance 
of Santa Anna, through the British legation, unmediately 
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proposed terms to the Mexican government, and an 
armistice was joyfully consented to. 

Thus ended the first campaign of Greneral Scott in 
Mexico. Words cannot make its importance more evi« 
dent than a simple recapitulation of a few lines will. 
What has he done ? Within five months he has landed 
on an enemy's coast the largest army ever equipped by 
the United States, without the loss of a man ; captured 
Ihe second fortress of the world with a loss of less than 
one hundred men, while the enemy had thousands 
killed and an army disorganized; stormed a position 
which, in his vanity, the Napoleon of the New World 
considered impregnable, taking three thousand men and 
five generals prisoners, and after three days' incessant 
fightmg crushed the Mexican army. Truly to him 
bdongs the name of << the great pacificator." 

Such is the Major-General of the army, the biography 
of whom thus sketched is long, because it embraces a 
large portion of the history of the American army. He 
is its beau ideal, the idol of the men and officers of his 
command, who obey him with absolute mental and per- 
sonal submission, because the annals of his long career 
satisfy them that he is one of those who act by the golden 
rule, and an honor to their profession. He holds a rank 
second to that of no living man, and is worthy of it.* 

* The details of General Scott's transaetions after tbe battles in 
front of Mexico, will be given in detail in the sketch of General 
Worth. 
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CHAPTER I. 

GAINES. 

Gaines's parentage^-His early life — Elected lieutenant of rifle- 
men — ^Appointed to command in the army — ^Arrest of Bnrr — 
Burr's trial--Gaines in the praetioe of law— Returns to the 
aimy. 

Though the chances of war have made General Tay- 
lor the superior of Greneral Gaines, the circumstance is 
of such recent occurrence, and all have become so 
accustomed to join together the names of Winfield Scott 
and Edmund Pendleton Gaines, that it seems more 
appropriate to refer next to this distinguished veteran. 

The third officer in rank in the army is Major-General 
Bdmunb Pendleton Gaines, the best representative liv- 
ing of the old army of the revolution, and of the forces 
which established the predominance of the whites beyond 
the mountains* Though not a participator in the victo- 
ries and defeats of those wars, General Gaines entered 
the army so long ago, that he was the associate of those 
who had gone through all their vicissitudes. General 
Gaines is, therefore, one of the oldest officers of the 
army, and one of the only four who connect the present 
military establishment with that of the last century. The 
author has been permitted, by a friend in the army, to 
extract from a table of the length of service of the older 
officers, the following items : 
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Lieut. Col. Jan. 10, 1700. 



One of these (Colonel Brady) was long out of service, 
80 that General Gaines has served longer than any officer 
in the army, except Colonel Many and Colonel Walbach. 
One of these tviro (Colonel Many) has long been an invalid, 
and the other (Colonel Walbach) has the same original 
date. The present general-in-chief did not enter the 
service until 1808, when Gaines had been on du^ nine 
years ; long enough to be considered a veteran. ^ 

General Graines's father, James Gaines, was a citizen 
of Culpepper county, in Virginia, and was the nephew 
of Edmund Pendleton, for many years president of the 
court of appeals of Virginia, and one of those men who 
wielded a commanding influence in the palmy days of 
his state, when Washington, Governor Henry, Mr. Ma- 
dison, Peyton Randolph, General Lee, and Mr. Jefferson, 
were alive. James Gaines was a man of much distinc- 
tion, and was an officer of the Virginia line during the 
revolutionary war, after the close of which he emigrated 
to the frontier of North Carolina. He was a member of 
the convention of that state, to which the federal consti- 
tution was submitted, and by which it was rejected. He 
subsequently only voted for it, on the adoption of the 
bill of rights, which removed his objections. His son 
represents that he lived long enough to be sure he would 
have no cause to regret ; this vote, and died in the belief 
that this constitution was the best ever submitted to m^ 
as a rule of government. James Gaines was twice mar- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



EARLY LlFi;. S87 

ried ; first, to a Miss White, who died soon after mar- 
riage, leaving one daughter ; and subsequently, to Miss 
Elizabeth Strother, a ladj of Virgmia. From this Car- 
riage were bom four sons and seven daughters. Of this 
numerous family, Edmund Pendleton (xaines was the 
seventh. His childhood was passed under the eye of 
his distmguished grand-uncle. Judge Pendleton ; of 
whom he preserves, it is said, the most lively recollec- 
tion; and perhaps to his hi^-toned relative is not a 
little to be attributed that old Roman integrity, that Aoble 
independence, when his own convictions were clear, of 
others, which have ever characterized General Gaines. 

He was bom on the veige of civilization, for such at 
that day was Culpepper county, during the existence o( 
a civil war, when the stories of the fireside were not 
those calculated to soothe the infant imagination, but of 
war and rapine, of battle-fields and Indian slaughter. 
We cannot, therefore, be surprised that his after career 
has been what history records it. That he always ap- 
pears as the pure and patriotic soldier, utterly unselfish, 
and looking always at the great objects to be attained 
by his country, must be attributed to the influence of 
his mother, a lady of the old school, who taught him 
eariy to lool^ on the blood-stained fields of the old war, 
as a fearful ordeal, terrible but necessary to those who 
would retain their fireedom. His recollections of Vir- 
ginia are all collected in his souvenirs of his uncle, Judge 
Pendleton, and the fire-side conversations by which his 
mother instilled into his young mind the principles 
which sustained him in his long and stormy career. 

AboiM: 1790, a time of great depression came on the 
whole nation, and especially on the states of Virginia 
and North Carolina. Planters of large fortune became 
impoverished, and those of but moderate means were 
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forced to emigrate. Among the ktter was James 
Gaines, who soon removedto Sullivan county, in Temies* 
see. His circumstances had graduaUy became worse, 
and the education of his childreii soon became limited 
to the poor facilities afibrded by the common school 
system of North Carolina, bad enou^ now, but at that 
time inconceivably worse. It is evident, however^ that 
his mother, who seems to have been a woman of rare 
talent, did not neglect the intellectual cidture of her 
children. Of all the officers of the army of the present 
day, few write or express themselves orally with more 
facility than Greneral Graines. All femiliar with the his* 
tory of mental development must be aware this is a Acuity 
to be acquired only in early youth or manhood. 

The greater part of his early life was, however, passed 
in the forest with the axe, or at the plough. Often 
since clad in the insignia of his high rank, almost every 
step to which was earned on a battle-field, the old 
soldier has taken occasion to express the frequeht source 
of self gratulation, in the hct that he had matured his 
frame to every exigency of service, by hard work in his 
youth. At that time , under the tuition of an early friend 
named Ralph Mitchel, at die name of viiom his eye 
still lights up with kindness, he learned enough of the 
science of mathematics to become an accurate surveyor. 
It is strange that besides General Washington so muny 
of the distinguished officers of the army have chosai this 
profession. On the whole, however, it cannot be won- 
dered at; for the same principles, the 'analysis of number 
and space, are the object of the consideration of each. 

Sullivan county, Tennessee, from which has since 
been formed Johnson county, though now near the centre 
of the Atlantic States, btit a few years ago was not far 
reknoved from the Indian country. "When Gaines made 
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it his home, it was in the midst of warring tribes (the 
Creeks and CJierokees), who, whenever they made peace 
with each other, immediately commenced hostilities on 
the United States. This state of things continued for 
many years, and made it necesisary for &e laborer to 
take ever with him the rifle, as the companion of the hoe 
and the axe, and to suspend << his best friend on the 
frontier" across the handle of his plough. At those 
times he acquired a skill in the use of this genuine 
American arm, which was conspicuous long after in the 
army. He now began to think of arms as a profession, 
and occupied* his leisure hours in the study of history, 
which, in consequence of a well selected, though small 
supply of books, brought by his family from Virginia, he 
was enabled to do to some extent. 

The first fruits of this evidence, that he 

" Had heard of battles, and longed 
To follow to the field some warlike lord," 

was his election to the lieutenantcy of a corps of volun- 
teer riflemen, commanded by Captain 0. Cloud. The 
Indians* had now, however, before the advance of the 
whites, begun to dwindle into insignificance, and the 
Sullivan riflemen were never called into service. He, 
in the meantime, Legan to occupy his leisure time in the 
study of the law. In the interim the Hon. W. C. C. 
Claiborne, a member of Congress firom the state of his 
adoption, had recommended him for appointment in the 
army, and on the 10th of January, 1799, he was ap- 
pointed an ensign in the 10th regiment of foot. In the 
fall of that year he was promoted to a second lieuten- 
ancy in the 6th infantry, and placed on the recruiting 
service. In 1800 the 6th infantry was disbanded, and 
Lieutenant Games was attached to the 4th infantry, the 
Vol. I 19 
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colonel of which was Thomas Butler. From diis period 
his actual service dates. 

During the year 1801, Coldnel Butlej was ordered 
to select the subaltern of his regiment best calculated to 
make a topographical survey of the country between 
Nashville and Natchez, for the location of a military 
road to connect the province of Louisiana with the 
western portion of Tennessee. This duty was assigned 
to Lieutenant Gaines, who, by the care of his old friend 
' Ralph Mitchel, had acquired a mathematical knowledge 
rare in the army at that day. Many now may be dis- 
posed to sneer at the survey of a few hundred miles 
length, as containing in itself nothing arduous. It is, 
however, a mistake. Even at this time the country i^ 
one of the most difficult in the world, and then was a 
wilderness inhabited only by Indians and banditti. The 
service was long and arduous, occupying his time until 
the winter of 1803-4. In the meantime he was for a 
short time recalled to survey the line of the Choctaw 
resen'e, which was not, however, of great length. This 
was the original United States survey, and the basis of 
the military road by which all passed upward from Lou- 
isiana until it was made almost useless by the introduc- 
tion' of steam navigation. 

Though Louisiana had previously been purchased from 
Spain in 1804, that govenlment persisted in a refusal to 
withdraw her troops from Mobile and Baton Rouge, and 
to surrender the country between the Iberville, the Island 
of Orleans, the Mississippi, and the Perdido, as part of 
Louisiana. The president adhering to the temporizing 
policy which characterized the connexion of the United 
States with fore^ nations for a long time, instead of 
declaring war, contented himself with appointing a mil- 
itary collector of the customs for the port of Mobile. 
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Lieutenant Gaines had in 1802 become a first lieutenant, 
and was selected for this office. . He accepted it, in the 
confident belief that from the position at which he was 
stationed, Fort Stoddert, thirty miles north of Mobile, 
he would ultii|iately be called on to occupy the territory 
in dispute. There he remained until 1806, cojnmand- 
ing Fort Stoddert ; he received in commmdam to his 
already numerous and seemingly incompatible offices, 
the appointment of deputy of the post office departr 
ment He was authorized at this time to suspend all 
postmasters whom he had reason to suspect wer^. con- 
cerned in the plans of the celebrated Colonel Aaron 
Burr, and to.csdl on .the commanders, whatever might 
be their rank, of the various garrisons of the United 
States in the south, for aid in the correct discharge of 
his duty as collector, not of ope post but of. a di3trict, 
and to protect the mail and express riders through the 
wilderness of six hundred mUes, which intervened be- 
tween Louisiana and the frontier of Georgia. 

While in this responsible statio.n he received the 
proclamation of the president, authorizing all civil and 
military officers of the United States to use their utmost 
diligence to arrest Colonel Burr, whose conduct, long and 
attentively watched, had become such as to justify the 
executive in assummg ti^s responsibility. Gaines had 
long been in the confidence of the government, and had 
seen enough to permit him to entertain not the slightest 
doubt of the propriety of this course and of Burr's guilt. 
He therefore resolved to arrest him., and on the first 
opportunity did so. 

The arrest of Burr was made with the great decision 
and positiveness which Captain Gaines was in the habit of 
idisplaymg in every item of bis duty. It was, however, 
made with due regard to the elevated position Colonel 
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Burr had occupied, and the delicacy \nih which one 
soldier arrests another. He was kept securely for seye- 
ral weeks, when, under the charge of one of the purest 
men. in the country, Major Nicholas Perkiifs, the illus- 
trious prisoner was taken to Richmond, Virginia, where 
the venue was laid for trial. It will be remembered 
that Captain Graines arrested Bunr by virtue of a procla- 
mation of the president, and consequently was not in- 
terfered with by any of his military superiors, many of 
whom certainly had the inclination to do so. It is an 
undeniable &ct that Colonel Burr had acquired an influ* 
ence over hundreds of military men, the majority of 
whom were disbanded, while others still y^ere enrolled 
on the army register. These, corrupted- by a dissolute 
Ufe, many of them poor and needy, waited only his 
signal to strike in support of his designs, this myst^eiy 
which covers which has not yet and cannot now be 
cleared away. As far as conjecture went, the officers 
of the southern army (and few had a better opportunity 
of judgmg) thought, &at his designs were directed not 
against the Spanish possessions, but territories claimed 
by Mexico ; and that, had he succeeded, the' territory of 
the United States would have been dismembered. Only 
by this supposition can we account for the pious horror at 
his designs, evinced by those who since have incontesta- 
biy aided, some with comfort and advice, and others vi 
et atvnsy in the Texan revolution, and now recommend 
the dismemberment of Mexico. 

Mr. Je^rson, on being informed of t}ie activity of 
Captain Gaines in this important matter, appointed him 
ii^arshal of the United States ; and, it was by this autho- 
rity that Captain Gaines summoned General Wilkinson, 
at the head of his army, and various other persons, to 
attend the trial at Richmond. Wifli them, in May, 
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1S07, Captain Gaines sailed from New Orleans in a 
United States man-of-war, ^nd arrived in Virginia on 
th6 5th of May, 1809. 

The events of that trial were momentous, though 
bloodless. Rarely has there been made a greater col- 
lection of illustrious men. John Marshall was on the 
bench, while in the bar was the subsequently illustri- 
ous William Wirt, even then ^ man of distinction ; Gene- 
ral Jackson and Commodore Truxtun were there as wit- 
nesses, and as spectators Spencer, Roane, the present 
General Scott, and the venerable Chancellor Wythe. 
The district attorney of the United States, George Hay, 
though cut off in his early youth, lived long enough to 
earn for himself an honorable feme ; the attomey-gener 
ral of the United States, Caesar A. Rodney, joined in 
the prosecution, and the distinguished men of all the 
west were collected to give testimony against the first 
and the last person accused of treason against the Uni- 
ted States, and his confederates. The accused, too, 
a man of note, was accompanied by his daughter, the 
accomplished Theodosia Alston, on whom he seems, tp 
have sc^uandered all* the purity of his heart; the story 
of the trial of Lord Russel and the devotion of his 
Rachel, were recalled to the memory of every one.* 
There also was Blannerfaasset, around whose name the 
genhjs of Wirt has cast its own ideality ; and many 
more wh6 in anotfaej^ association would have been con- 
spicuous. 

Every member of the grand jury to whom the bill 
of ipdictment was referred, was a man of distinction. 

* The untimely and lamentable fate of this lady, her death, and 
the fearful scenes of every character she was subjected to, impress 
upon us the truth of the remark of La Harpe^ that << hot even the 
events of the wildest romance surpass the occurrences, of daily life 
which either happen or become known to the humblest individual." 
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Three of them subsequently became chieif'magistrates of 
Virginia and senatora of the United States. Others had 
won for themselves ithistrious names, which even now, 
amid the jarring of parties, attract the regard: of men of 
every phase of political creed. The jury empaneled to 
try the accused, were men of repute carefully gleaned 
from a population which Mr. Burke, before the revolu- 
tion, had pronounced the freest aiid most intelligent in 
the world. i 

Burr's counsel were second to no men in the nation ; 
and their able and briliiant defence did not a little con- 
tribute to the fame which has ever since hung around the 
names of Luther Martin, John Wickfaam, and Edmbn4 
Randolph ; the last of whom was already illustrious. 
The grand jurors were men of note. 

The trial commenced ; and, though convincing every 
one of Burr's guilt, and damning him eternally in public 
opinion, the judge was, constrained to rule out a lai^e por- 
tion of the evidence, and the jury, on the remnant, acc^uit- 
ted him. Perhaps it is as well that such was the case. 
Martyrs have been made of worse men, and had he paid 
the penalty pf his offences, hisi name^ight have been a 
war-cry to defeat the success of those democratic princi- 
ples, more necessary at that time than at any other, to 
the well-being of the Uttited States. 

In the- course of the trial, some events occurred 
which it may not be unimportant to refer to. The coun- 
sel for the prisoner thought it his duty to refer in terms 
of great harshness to the conduct of General Gaines, in 
llie circumstances of the arrest, and to his personal cha- 
racter. Acting accojj^ing to the precepts of that sublime 
ode of Horace — « 

" Integer vitA scelerisque purwij'' &c., 
the young captain stood firm and erect, axlft^reless o£ 
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all imputations, unjustly cast upon him. He knew he 
had done his duty, — that was his consolation. He had^ 
however, been trained b a strict school, and been taught 
that the first obligation of a soldier, after obedience and 
allegiance, is respect to the civil authority. 

The events of this trial^ were important to General 
Gaines, who is satisfie4 that from that day to the present 
he has experienced from certain high quarters an ani- 
mosity not to be accounted for, but on the grounds of 
enmity at his participation in the unveiling of the de- 
signs and foiling the plans of their great accomplice. 

After the trial, Burr sank into insignificance and con- 
tempt, and Captain Gaines returned to the south. The lat- 
ter was now nearly thirty years of age. The career of a 
soldier in time of peace had few allurements to him ; and, 
as the <jhances of war seemed far removed, he resolved 
to resign and engage in the practice of the law, for which 
he had long been preparing himself. After much procras- 
tination, in consequence of the dissuasions of his many 
friends, a leave of* absence was granted him in 1810, by 
Cren^eral Hampton, with the understanding that if the 
prospect of war should at the end of, twelve months 
seem- less distinct, he was to have permission to resign ; 
if not, that he was to remain in a service where, entirely 
by his own exertions, though unfriended, he h^d viron so 
high a reputation. 

He did not go home, but to the then territory of 
Mississippi, in Baldwin county, above the Yazoo river, 
where he4mmediately commenced the practice of the law. 

In 1811 the crisis of war and peace came, before 
Gaines had attended his second circuit. He at once 
returned to his regiment and. the army, with which fit)m 
this tijne his name is identified, and of which he became 
pne of the most distinguished ornaments. 
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CHAPTER II. 

6AIN£SH[Contt9ttte(i.) 
Descent of the St. Lawrence^Battle of Chrystler's Field. 

The early part of the war Captain (Ssdnes passed^ in 
the northeast^ anc} participated in the yarious expeditions 
made against the allied Briti^ and Indian forces. The 
events of this part of his career are difficult to be traced ; 
suffice it to say, that after receiving in rapid succession 
the promotion of major, lieutenant^colonel, and colonel, 
and performing the responsible duties of adjutant-gene- 
ral, he found himself at Chrysder's Field, on the 11th of 
November, 1813, in command of the 2&h regiment, to 
which. he had been promoted during a painful illness, 
Avhich deprived him of any piu?ticipation in the battle of 
the Thames and triumphs of the army of General Har- 
rison. 

> It, will be remembered that after the departure of the 
American troops from Fort Greorge, ^e British had also 
abandoned the neighborhood and concentrated at Kingr 
ston, believed by tibem to be the object of General Wil- 
kinson. The latter, under these circumstances, fixed on 
French creek as the best place for the debarkation of his 
troops after they should have entered die St Lawrence. 
The plan succeeded. General Brown, of the army of 
the United States, was ordered to assume command of 
the advance at this place. On the 1st of November, a 
British fleet made its appearance near French creek and 
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attacked the Americans,' but were soon beaten off by the 
" 18-poundters of Captains McPherson and Fanning. The 
attack was repeated on the next day with no better suc- 
cess; and on the 6th the army embarked, and landed 
again in the evening not far albove the British Fort 
Prescott. As this work commanded the river, the army 
passed around its rear, and the flotilla of boats, under the 
cover of night and 9 dense fog, had nearly passed the 
front unobserved, when the weather suddenly becoming 
clear, it was fired on.. The firing induced General 
Brown, who was in the rear, to halt until* the night 
became darker. . When the moon had set, Wilkinson 
attempted again to proceed, but was fired on and sub- 
jected to a cannonade of three hours' duration. A mes- 
senger was immediately despatched to General Hampton, 
informing him of what had happened and calling for his 
co-operati(Mi. ' 

The .enemy had now found out the design of the 
Americap army, and by troops posted at advaate^eous 
points, sou^t to interrupt it.. On the 7th, Macomb, 
with his corps (PelUe^ was thrown forward to remove all 
obstacles, and being attacked at the rapids, beat the 
enemy. On the 8th the flotilla arrived at Hamilton,^ 
when Brown was ordered forward to reinforce Macomb 
and assume command of the advance. The British 
troops at Kingston, iiow relieved firom fear of an attack, 
pushed after the American army. An inexcusable mis- 
take was here committed in not leaving a corps of fifteen 
hundred or two thousand men to l^old them in check, 
even though nothing wias attempted agamst Kingston. 
On ^ the 10th, (General Covington's horse and four pieces 
of artillery were ordered to clear the way as far as Le Long 
Sautf a rapid eight miles below. The march of the 
army was jdeferred untQ the next day. 
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On the morning of tke lOth, Brown, with all his. 
troops except the 2d dr^ons, and two. guns, continued 
to advance. The djragoons, commanded by General 
Boyd, together with men from all the^other brigades, 
were ordered to. hold the enemy in check while the rest 
of the command, barely sufficient to navigate the flotilla, 
proceeded on« , 

General Brown's command consisted of Macomb's 
artillery, a few companies of Scott's, a few of the light 
artillery, the rifles, and the 6th, 15th, and 2d regi-. 
ments, In a very short time it was engaged both with 
a force on shore under cover of a block^house, which 
was carried by Major Forsythe and the rifles, and with 
the British galleys, which were also forced to retreat* 
It was now nearly nighty and the passage. of the saut was 
delayed until the 11th. 

At ten o'clock on the morning of the 11th, just s^ 
the flotilla was about to proceed, and wbea Boyd's diyi< 
sion, composed of bi&pwn, Swartwout's, and Coving- 
ton's brigade, was about to march, the enemy were 
reported to be advancing rapidly in column of attack. 
General Wilkinson and General Lewis being both ill, 
Boyd immediately feced about and attacked the tsnemy's 
column. The British, galleys at the same time came 
down the stream to- attack the flotilla. Boyd at once 
ordered a part of Swartwout's brigade, under Colonel 
Ripley,^ to begin the action, which was done by his 
passing through 4i skirt of wood into Chrystler's Field. 
Scarcely had he done so, when he found himself in front 
of the 89th and Glengary British regiments, whom 
Ripley immediately charged. The enemy were driven 
at once ; and having been rallied, were a second time 
routed and forced to take refuge with the whole line.' 

Covington had. advanced. upon the right with his 
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brigade and made a resolute charge On the Britidi artil- 
l^T ; just as success became sure he fell mortally 
wounded. His brigade unfortunately halted, thien be- 
came confiised, ahd finally fell back in disorder. 

One wmg of the Britidi army was now wheeled into 
cblumn for the purpose of capturing a few American 
guns, left unprotected by the retreat of Covington's' 
command. Colonel Walbadi,* the adjutant-general, 
attempted at this crisis a charge, which irom the brokeh 
nature 6f the ground, cut up with fences,' failed. This 
circumstance is especially to be regi^tted, as only on this 
occasion during the war (except the anomalous, but suc- 
cessful charge of Colonel JohnsOn at the Thames) were 
dragoons used as battle-pie<;es. The American army was 
in danger of being routed, when Hipley threw liimself 
in fi'ont of the artillery and beat back the British.. Rip* 
ley had, however, expended his ammunition iand was 
forced to retire, when the enemy advanced aild captured 
one gun. The others were brought off by Captain 
Armstrong Irvine. The regiment of Colonel Gaines 
was active and efficient during the day. As soon sts 
the American army retired towards its boats for the pur- 
pose of embarking, and as the British threatened to 
molest it. Colonel Gaines was ordered to hold him in 
check. Flushed with his success at capturing the Ame- 
rican gun, the commander of the 89th pressed closely on 
the retirmg army, until he met the 25th. The 25th stood 
firm as a rock, and beat back the 89th with much loss. 
Colonel Morrison was, after repeated charges, forced to 
retire ; and the 25th slowly left the field, after hav- 

* This gallant officer has not only been since 1709 in the Ameri- 
can army, but was previously for ten years in the Prussian dra- 
goons, and during the greater part of the time in the presence of the 
enemy. He is now alive, and colonel of the 4th artillery. 
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ing converted a rout into a drawn battle. There 
were in the British army few better soldiers than Colo- 
nel Morrison^ one of the peninsular veterans. Struck 
with the bearing of his young antagonist (Gaines was 
but thirty-three), he sent him. the next day his card, 
with the intimation that one who could fight so well 
must be a gentleman, aod that should they ever meet 
under more peaceful auspices, he should claim him a» 
an old friend. The army, on the same day, proceeded 
on its route, and General. Brown passed theFapids and 
joined the advance near the village of B^-hardt. At this 
place news was received which put an end to this expe- 
dition, which was directed against Montreal. On the 
9th of March, 1814, Colonel Gaines was appointed a 
brigadier-general. On the same day Colonel Scott was 
also ai^pointed a brigadier-^general. 
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GAJNES.^Continwd,) 

Capture of Fort Erie — ^Retreat of Ripley— British attack Fort 

_ Erie^— Defence — Gaines a brevet msajor-general — Sortie from 

Fort Erie— The siege raised — Compliments to Crain^s from 

ceagtess, and from Virginia, Tennessee, and Alabama — 

Qaine^ assigned to command in the south. 

The summer of 1814 was well advanced before 
active hostilities were commenced by either of the antago- 
nists. In the interim an army had been prepared for 
victory at the camp of Buffalo. The British were not 
only in possession of their own shore, but of Fort ^ia• 
gara in the state of New York. The American army on 
this frontier was composed of two brigades, one com- 
manded by Scott, the othei: by Ripley, also become a 
brigadier. The two composed Brown's division. There 
was also a force of volunteers and Indians under Gene- 
rals Porter and Swift, (New York militia.) The enemy, 
too, had Been reinforced. The first operations 0/ the 
American. army it were obvious was to secure the posses- 
sion of Niagara, and capture Fort Erie, which at that time 
was commanded by Captain Buck, at the head of one 
hundred and seventy men. General Scott, with the 1st 
in&ntry and a detachment of artillery under Major Hen- 
derson, crossed therefore to the Canada side, below 
Fort JErie, while General Ripley with the second brigade, 
crossed above. A party of Indians, friendly to the 
United States, also got in rear .of the fort, which, thus 
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surrounded, immediately sunendered without firing a 
shot 

The battle of Chippewa has already been described 
in the sketch of another distinguished general, and abo 
ail that occurred until' after the battle of Niagara. That 
portion of the American army under Ripley retreated 
towards Fort EIrie. 

This retreat for a long time subjected Ripley to severe 
animadversion. The British under General Drummond, 
thou^ in pursuit, took good <;are not to overtake 
the Anierioans, who, if they retreated, did so in re- 
markably slow time. The enemy, however, had been 
reinforced by a whole brigade under General De Watte- 
ville, and immediately invested Fort Erie, which not 
long before had been so weak a post as to be confided 
to a captain and two companies. 

This post lay about one hundred yards from the lake 
shore, on a plain about fifteen feet above the level of the 
water, and could be considered but a feeble redoubt. 
By the 7th of August a new line of defences had been 
thrown up, and the enemy were taught by the gunnery 
of the garrison to keep at a respectfiil distance. From 
this time an incessant cannonade had been kept up. Be- 
fore the defences had been completed General Qaines 
arrived, and as the senior officer assumed the command. 
On the night of the 14th, both General Gaines and 
Ripley perceived an unsual activity in the British camp, 
which induced them at once to take steps to defeat an 
attack. 

General Drummond had determined to attack three 
sides of the fort at once. General Gaines was therefore 
under the necessity of dividing his force so as to repel 
each of these demonstrations. The main fort and bas- 
tions were assigned to Captmn William^ of the artillery. 
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wh3e a detached battery was entrusted to Captain Dou- 
glass of the corps of engineers. The curtain was com- 
aianddd by Captains Biddle and Fanning, supported by 
Porter's troops and the rifles; Major Hindman had 
^charge of all the artillery* The brigade of General 
Scott, who had been severely wounded on the battle- 
field of Chippewa, was commanded by Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel AspinwaU, and defended the right while Ripley stood 
on the left. The attack was introduced by a prelude of 
rapid discharges of shot and shell, which lasted for some 
hours. A shot having fallen in one of the magazines, it ex- 
. ploded with a fearful report, liud for a moment the enemy 
thought they were succ^sful. The garrison, however, 
.immediately cheered loudly, and amid the smoke which 
covered everyti^ing. Captain Williams discharged all his 
heavy guns. At half-past two in the morning, when the 
jdarkness was intense, the right column of the enemy, 
thirteen hundred strong, commahded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fisher, was heard on the right of the garrison 
occupied by Scott's brigade, which, wHth Towson's 
guns, was ready to receive thenu The battery occupied 
.by the latter was assailed with ladders, and all the rest 
.of the line with the bayonefr-r^wh^n almost beneath the 
-works a fearful fire was opened on them, and they were 
driven back. Agab being rallied by Fisher, they were 
led to the attack, but again were routed. The key to 
(the whole work was thought to be Towson's battery, to 
get possession of whidi Fisher attempted to turn the 
abattis, which extended fiur into the lake, by wading. 
In this he Med, losing in the water by drowning, &c., 
about two hundred men. When Fidier was engaged 
with the garrison, the British left column, commanded by 
Colonel Scott, passed along the lake shpre,-while Colonel 
Pnunmond advanced to the attack of the fiK>nt or cur- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



304 6EirK»AL 0FF|CEft8.-*<»AINJB8« 

taiu. Scott waa checked by Douglass's batterj, and the 
volunteers of Boughton, from New York, and Harding 
from Pefmsylvania, the 9th infantry under Captain Fos- 
ter, and one gun. This was the weak point, and .many 
of the volunteers have now to tdl how the general en- 
couraged them by his presence, and told them how to 
aim to prevent their fire from being lost It was not 
lost, for after approachmg within one hundred and 6&j 
feet, 'the attacking column recoiled. Colpnel Drum- 
mond, under the very heavy fire from Williams's battexy, 
advanced to . the attack of the front. He was at the 
head, of eight hundred picked men, such as on sach 
occasions the British army is in the habit of producing, 
and would have won the admiration of every soldier. 
Applymg his ladders, the parapet was mounted. His 
officers .called out to their line, extended to the lake, 
to cease firing. This deceived Douglass, who supr 
posed the order to be given within the fort, and to 
relate to himSeE He and the infantry on tbe line 
obeyed ; and Colonel Scott^ who had rallied his men, 
repulsed on the left, approached that side simultane-. 
ously. The deception was, however, useless, for both 
columns were reptilsed, the scaling-ladders were thrown 
back, and Colonel: Scott kiUed. Dnimmond made re- 
peated efforts with no greater success, being repulsed by 
Hindman's guns, and Trimble's infantry. The ai:tillery 
of Douglass, after the death of Colonel Scott, was so 
directed as to prevent communication . between his 
column and Drummond's. 

The latter was a brave man. Though thrice repulsed 
with heavy loss, he would not renounce his undertaking. 
Amid the darkness of the coming day and the smoke of 
the long cannonade, he once more reached the ditch, 
which was passed, and the parapet scaled. At this time 
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he cried out td hifi men, who rapidly followed him, Give 
the Yankees no quarter. This order was obeyed. After 
the most bloody carnage trhich erer occtirred on this 
contiiient, during which Captam WilKamswas mortally j 
and Lieutenants Watmough and McDonough severely 
wounded, the latter asked for quarter ,-^it was refused. 
Seiadng a gun-rammer, he* used it with all the e&ct his 
expiring (Strength . permitted, and was shot down by 
Colonel Drummond in person. At this instant Drum» 
mond^ too, fell dead, with a ball in his breast, 'the 
enemy still retained their position, and though chained 
repeatedly by the gaieral. at tiie he^d of the reserve, 
stood firm. Everywhere else they had been repulsed, 
and large reinforcements arriving, they were gradually 
being forced over the rampart. Fredi reinforcements 
were received by the British, and diough Douglass's guns 
enfiladed their position, and Lieutenant Fanning directed 
his artillery on them, the affair was hot then settled. At 
this crisis a magazine which was in the bastion exploded, 
and all the enemy who were in that platform were blown 
up. This terminated the assault, and the enemy retreated. 
to their works. The British vt^ere routed, leaving on the 
field two hundrefl and twenty^^two killed, among whom 
wete Colonels Scott and Drummond, and other officers 
of tank ; one hundred and seventy-four wounded, and 
one hundred and eighty-two prisoners— a total loss of five 
hundred and e^;hty-two. The oiiicial report of Greneral 
Drummond acknowledged a total loss, including those of 
Fischer's column drowned in the lake, of nine hundred 
and five, of whom fifiy-seven were killed. The officers of 
the American adjutant and inspector-general's depart- 
ments knew better from personal observation. The Ame- 
rican loss was seventeen killed, fifty-six wounded, and 
eleven prisoners. But one of (he ktter was an officer. 
Vol. L 20 
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Lieutenant Fountain, who had been forced over the 
bastion when Colonel Dmnimond was killed. 

The enemy remained in his trenches, uid showed no 
disposition to try another assauk with the - bayonet 
Having been remforced by two regiments, his battles 
were enlai^d, and a perpetual bombardment kept up 
until late b August. On the 28th of August a sbell 
exploded within the American lines, a fragment of which 
severely wounded General Gaines, and compelled him to 
relinquish the command to General Ripley and retire to 
BufiUo. 

For this gallant ddence, never surpassed and rarely 
equalled, General Graines received the most unbounded 
applause. The British columns had been &r more 
numerous than his garrison, and their officers sure of 
success. His conduct on this occasion will bear the 
most rigid scrutiny, and merits all the commenda^tion 
bestowed on it. . For his good conduct he received the 
compliment of a brevet of major-general, the command of 
which grade he has exercised with few interruptions ever 
since. 

The siege of die fort was continued until die 17lh of 
September, when General Brown itflde his brilliant 
attack, which resulted in the destruction of the enemy's 
works. The sortie on that occasion was headed by 
General Ripley, and by its brilliant success efiaced all 
memory of his retreat, which, as before stated, had been 
much censured. General Izard, about the middle of 
October, having arrived in front of the works, the siege 
was raised, and Fort Erie was subsequently left under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Hindman. The fort 
being ultimately destroyed, late in the season the garri- 
son were withdrawn to the United States diore. . 

General Gaines did not participate farther in the 
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events of the war, which was soon after terminated by 
peace* 

Alter the tormination of the war, General Gaines re- 
ceived, high compliments from congress and the states of 
Viiginia, Tennessee, and Alabama ; each of which pre- 
sented him with' a sword. A medal was struck in honor 
of him, by authority of the naticm, referring to &e 
defence of Fort Erie. 

On the reduction of the war establishment, he was 
retained in service, with his old rank, and, after a brief 
furlough, assigned to command in the south, where the 
Florida Indians and negroes yet continued to harass the 
fioBtier of Geoigia. 
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Difficulties with respect to Florida — General Jackson takes 
command of the southern division — General Gaines assigned 
to the command of West Florida — Instructions to Gaines — 
Jackson's operation^-^Alrbuthiiot and Ambristier — Capture 
of PeDBacola-^-TermiiiAtion of the Florida ^rar-^-Sketc^ of 
Generals Gibson and Arbuckle. 

The territory of Floridfa, it will be remembered, had 
been discovered by the companions of Columbus, one 
of whom, De Soto, had landed near the present city of 
St. Augustine, and passed thence far beyond the Missis- 
sippi The Spanish empire yet retained the nominal 
command of this peninsula ; though, shorn of its power 
by the encroachment of Napoleon, it was unable to 
exercise more control over it than over the rest of its vast 
empire. 

During the war with the United States, terminated 
in fact by the battle of New Orleans, Great Britain had 
taken advantage of the feeble condition of Spain to 
harass the southern frontier of flie United States; and, 
after the ratification of peace, seemed by no means dis- 
posed to relinquish the advantages afibrded by die bay 
of Pensacola and the disguise of a neutral flag, and 
bands of Indians over whom Spain exercised but a 
nominal control. The man appointed to the command 
of this frontier, was one emphatically qualified to per- 
form this duty well. The general who had dared, at 
the beck of necessity, to disregard the form of law of 
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his own country, was not likely to shrink from the tech* 
nicalities of the statutes of another realm. 

Major-General Andrew Jackson was assigned to the 
command ot the southern division of the army of the 
United States, and, early in 1816, repaired to New 
Orleans to station his troops so as to repel the incur- 
sions of the hostile Indians and whites beyond our fron- 
tier, yet cksurly amenable to the United States, as their 
bostihlies * and ootrages were committed within their 
border^. In October, 1816, Greneral Jackson returned 
to his head-^qnarters at NashviDe, Tennessee, where he 
was busied in perfecting the police of the army and the 
discipline of his own department. 
. Many tribes of Indians were crowded into the pro- 
vince of Florida, intermingled with whom were abra- 
sions from many of the northern races. Adventurers, ' 
refugees from the French, Spanish, and English colonies, 
and from the United States, were within its limits, and 
also a vast number of runaway slaves, from states as far 
north as North Carolina and Virginia. All of these 
were restrained from inroads into the United States by a 
mere line of longitude, never run and never defined. 

Th]s(1817) was the era of the South. American and Mex- 
icoa revohitions; and the whole southern portion of the 
New World was convulsed by the efforts of nations long 
enslaved) to throw off the ehacldes of oppression and 
prejudice. The reaction of the nations which at this 
crisis started into being, was fearful ; and palpaUe wrong 
was not unfrequently confoilnded with palpable right, 
merely because the two had previously been inculcated 
by the same authority. One of thei officers of the Co- 
lombian naval service (Commodore Aury) at this time 
took possession of Amelia Island, which undoubtedly 
belonged to Florida, but which came within the jurisdic- 
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tion of the United States, as it was made the centre of a 
horde of brigands, who outraged the sovereignty of die 
Union, and whom Spain could not or would not expel. 
This state of things had, to a great degree, existed 
during the late war. 

It will be remembered by all familiar with the general 
history of the late war, that a Colonel Nichcds had been 
driven from Pensacola by General Jackson, previous to 
the batde of New Orleans. This worthy, long after the 
proclamation of peace, established a fort near the present 
city of St. Mark's, around which he collected a band of 
fugitives of all nations and countries, who long outraged 
the law of nations and of humanity, until their fort was 
destroyed by Colonel Clinch, Januaiy lOdi, 1816^ 
This, for a time, terminated the war in West Florida. 

To the command of West Florida General Gaines 
had been assigned after the conclusion of peace. On 
the 30th of October, 1817, he received a letter from the 
war department, authorizing* him to call a detachment 
of Geoi^ militia into service, and stating ^< that the 
assurance of an additional force, the president flatters 
himself, will have the e£kct at least of restraming die 
Seminoles from committing farther depredations^ and 
inducing them to make reparation for the murders they 
have committed; should they, however, persevere in 
their refusal to make such reparation, it k the wish of 
the president that you should not, on ffud acc&vmt^ pass 
the line, and make an attack upon them within the limits 
of Florida, until you shall have received further instruc- 
tions from this department. You are authorised to 
remove the Indians still remaining on the lands ceded by 
the treaty made by General Jackson with the Creeks.'^ 

Various outrages, however, were committed subse^ 
quently, the crowning one of which was the massacre of • 
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a party of United States soldiers, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Scott, vbile on the way to the mouth of the 
Apalachicola from Fort Scott, a stockade on the Flint, 
above its junction with the Chattahoochee. This took 
place in November, about the 15th. 

Before the news of this outrage, however, reached 
Washington, the secretary of war had written on the 
2d of December, to General Gaines, thus : << The state 
of our negotiations with Spain, and the temper manifested 
by the principal European powers, make it impolitic, in 
the opinion of the president, to move a force at this time 
into the Spanish . possessions, for the mere purpose of 
chastising the Seminoles for depredations which have 
heretofore been committed by them." 

A second letter, dated December 9th, instructed 
General Gaines to exercise his own discretion, should 
the Indians cross into the United States, as to whether 
he should cross the line and attack them. 

A third letter authorized him, if the Seminoles per- 
sisted in outrages on the United States, to cross the line 
and attack them. Under these circumstances he was 
required immediately to notify the department. In 
obedience to these orders, Greneral Gaines called into 
service from Georgia a large reinforcement of militia, 
and as the wont then was, to draft for a short period, 
1>efore they had become accustomed to the routine of 
camp, it became necessary to call out a second thousand 
to replace them. 

In the meantime General Jackson was ordered to 
assume command of this country, which lay in fact 
within his department. The secretary of war on the 
I6th of June wrote to General Gaines, who previ- 
ottdy had been sent to Amelia Island, that the dignity 
of the United States required thi^t the Seminoles should 
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be exemplarily punished, and that if necessary the war 
was to be carried on withm Florida. That as soon as 
it was ascertained he had gone to Amelia Island, and as 
it was uncertain how long he might be retained there, 
General Jackson had been ordered to assume command in 
West Florida. It will be remembered tibat General Jack- 
son was a major-general with a full commission, senior to 
General Graines's brevet. General Graines was thus 
removed to the extreme east of Florida and Greoigia. 
The island of Amdia was afterwards captured by a 
combined naval and military force* The troops of this 
expedition were commanded by the present Colonel 
Bankhead, under orders of General Gaines. The naval 
forces were under the orders of Commodore Henly. 

The peculiar nature of General Graines's instructions 
was such as to retain him in inactivity. A reference to 
this campaign will hereafter be found more fully explained 
in the life of Brigadier-General Twiggs. 

After the capture of Saint Mark's by Generdl, then 
Major Twi^s, Alexander Arbuthnot was taken prisoner, 
and about the same time two chie& notorious for their 
outrages were taken by means of a ruse de guerre by 
Captain M'Keever of the navy and Colonel Gibson, who 
were cruising with a mixed force before the Apalachicola 
river. These ehiefe, one of whom, Hillisihajo, had been 
long known by his outrages, and the other, Homotlimot 
or Homot Henrico, had been recognised at the massacre 
of the party of Lieutenant Scott, were immediately hung. 
After the capture of Arbuthnot, the army proceeded 
southward, and at another town of the hostile Creeks cap- 
tured Robert C. Ambrister, who had been a subaltern 
in the Royal Colonial Marines (negro), commanded by 
the in&mous Nichols of Mobile and New Orleans noto 
riety. 
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Conspicuous throughout the whole of this war, 
the present General Gibson, then a colonel and quarter- 
master-general of the division of the army which Gene- 
ral Jackson commanded. His services, <on many occa- 
sions, were complimented by GreneralJackson ; and, in 
the cruise he made with Captain McKeever, of the navy, 
at the mouth of the St. Mark's river, which empties into 
Apalachicola bay, he got possession of Francis HiOisi* 
hajo and Homodimot, or Henrico, the two great leaders 
of the Seminoles in their outrages on the United States. 
These two brigands, as before mentioned, were hung 
summarily by the authority of the two commanders of 
the army and naval expedition. 

Colonel Gibson was appointed in fbe army on the 3d 
of May, 1808, and became, on the 18th of April, 1818, 
during the Seminole difficult, commissary-general of the 
army. He had held the rank of colonel two years pre- 
vious, and, on the 29th of April, 1826, became brigadier- 
general by brevet. He has long been at Washington, 
'and is considered one of the most efficient, and, at the 
same time, one of the most popular officers of the army. 
General Gibson was at Queenstown, and participated in 
the dangers of Scott's expedition, when he was attacked 
by the Indians, while proceeding to surrender his com- 
mand after that gallant affidr. He is a native ot Penn^ 
sylvania, and a brother of the distinguished chief justice 
o^'that state. 

On the 26di of April, at Saint Maria's, after the dis- 
charge of the volunteers, a court martial was convened 
by General Jackson, of which GSeneral Gaines was presi- 
dent, and the distbguished Cofenel King a member, 
with five odier officers, the junior of whom was a cap- 
tain in the service, for the trial of Arbuthnot and Am* 
brister. There was not the slightest doubt that they 
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were guilty as charged, of a violation of the law of 
nations, and of every other law, and the court accord- 
ingly sentenced the first to be hung and the second to 
be shot The court recommended, however, that the 
first should be treated with mercy, and the punishment 
commuted to stripes and confinement. 

It is necessaiy that a distinction should be made in 
relation to the finding of the court, and the conduct of 
the commanding general who approved of that part of 
the finding which pleased him^ but disapproved of the 
recommendation. Arbuthnot was hung, and Ambrister 
was shot, on the day of the finding of the sentence. 
Many may disapprove of the conduct of General Jack- 
son, but none could find fisiult with the court A little 
more time might have been allowed to those who had 
violated every law. This, however, was not done. 

On the 10th of May, General Jackson, after having 
left strong garrisons at St. Mark's, Fort -Scott, and Fort 
Gadsden, crossed the Apalachicola, and, on the 22d, 
arrived at Escambia, not far above Pensacola. On the 
24th, he entered the city. On the 25th, the Barrancas, 
to vriiich the governor and garrison bad retired, was 
invested, and bombarded until the 27th, when it sur- 
rendered. The authorities were immediately shipped to 
the Havana. This expedition was unimportant, except 
in its events. General Gaines accompanied General 
Jackson in this expedition, which was in no respect cal- 
culated to afibrd any exhibition of talent or valor. The 
soldier who had defeated the picked veterans of the 
Peninsula, could do nothmg worthy of his reputation 
when arrayed against a hybrid race of Spaniards and 
Indians. It must, however, be acknowledged by all 
who analyze this campaign, that the credit of the ar* 
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rai^iements is due in a great degree to General Gaines, 
while all censure has been appropriated to others by their 
own dedarations. * 

After the departure of General Jackson, General 
Gaines assumed the command, and, in obedience to 
instructions from General Jackson, he bombarded St. 
Augustine, which also surrendered. This was the ter- 
mination of the Florida war, about the 25th of August. 

Among the distinguished officers who served dur- 
ing this war, was General Matthew Arbuckle, colonel 
of the 7th infantry. This gallant old officer is one 
of the few who, having entered the service before 
the beginning of the present century, yet remain in it. 
Appointed at an early age, he served during the whole 
of the last war with Great Britain, in the south and 
west, having been at Mobile at the time of the attack 
upon it, and accompanied Generals Jackson and Gaines 
in the Seminole campaign. During it, he was a lieu- 
tenant-colonel ; and, on the 16th of March, 1820, was 
promoted to the command of his present regiment. 
Ten years afterwards, he received the brevet of briga- 
dier-general. For the last thirty years, General Arbuckle 
has occupied the important command of the department 
in which is Fort Gibson, and the superintendence of 
the many powerful tribes of Indians within it. By his 
firmness, he has maintained them always in peace, and 
has acquired a paramount influence over them. No 
officer of the army has probably been trusted with 
more important and confidential duties, or has more ably 
discharged them. 

General Arbuckle is the son of the distinguished 
officer of the same name who, before the revolution, 
defeated Logan near the mouth of the Kanawha^ and 
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who has been so freqaently referred to by Mr. Jeflerson, 
in his << Notes on Virginia." 

Greneral Arbuckle is now about seventy-five or se- 
venty-six years of age, and is a native of the eoonty of 
Botetourt, in Virginia. 
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CHAPTER V. 

GAINES— (Conftnutfd.) 

Gaines commands the western department — ^Black Hawk war 
— Florida war — Ouithlagoochie — ^Unsuccessful negotiation-^ 
Capture of Osceola — General Clinch. 

The military establishment of the United States, in 
1821, was very much reduced. General Jackson had 
resigned his commission in 1818, and but three general 
officers, besides the quartermaster^general, were retained 
in the service. General Graines commanded the western 
department. His eye was directed to every part of his 
wide command, and he ever exhibited the same prompt- 
ness to defend the rights of the most valueless frontier 
settlement, which he would have displayed towards the 
populous cities of the north or soudi. 

In the summer of 1832, when the outrages of the 
Saokees and the border whites first became known, he 
acted with promptness and decision, and entered Black 
Hawk's town widi the same energy, which actuated him 
when he captured Saint Augustine. Superseded after- 
wards, he retired calmly ; and it is the duty of the annal- 
ist to state, that those for whom he made way, accom- 
plished less with a greater expenditure of blood. He 
returned to his station only to leave it, when again sum- 
moned to defend another portion of his country. 

The origin of the Florida war, even now, is hidden 
im mystery. It is difficult to bdieve ibsi tbe Indians 
meditated hostilky to the government, b«t on tlie odier 
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hand it is ftr more probable that they were driven iirto il 
by the aggressions of the whites. The existence of the 
Indians as a half-recognised government, had been too 
great an inducement for malecontent negroes to escape 
to be resisted 9 and frequent collisions had occurred 
during every year since the flags were changed. The 
older members of the tribes who had been defeated by 
Gaines and Jackson had died away, and in* the course 
of sixteen years a new generation had grown up pre- 
serving the animosity, but unmindful of the experience 
of their fathers. The stories of the old Indian war had 
been preserved also by die vdiites, and its wild excite- 
' ment was remembered, vdiile its sad teachings were for- 
gotten. 

On the lOth of July, a party of Seminoles went 
into the territory of the whites m pursuit of game, 
the chase of which began on their side of the line. 
Their hunt was successful, and they made a new ap- 
pointment for the fifth day afterwards. It was kept, but 
several of the party were taken and severely outraged 
by the whites. An Indian never forgets or forgives. 
The vengeance was not long hoarded, however, for 
other Indians came up ; a collision ensued, in the course 
of which three whites were wounded and one Indian 
killed. 

The origm of this war, and the massacre of Ifqor 
Dade's command, have been fiilly eiqrfained in another 
book. It remains for us now only to refer to the parti- 
cipation in it of General Gaines. 

Dade's massacre,.it will be remembered, occurred on 

the 24th of Dec^nber, 1836, and produced a thrill of 

horror throu^out the whole land not yet efbced. On 

' the evening of the same day, Generd Thompson, the 

•Seminole agent, and three Ueutenants of die army, as 
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ipeBtioned previously^ were shot while in sight of the 
pickets of Fort King, from which they most imprudently 
had wandered. 

Osceola, afterwards so famous, and extolled almost 
into the hero-world by people who knew Kttle of hia 
real character, which, after all, was but that of a drunken 
Indian desperado, was the leader of this party. The 
insolence of the act was only equal to its daring, for within 
Fort King at the time was General D. L. Clinch with 
two hundred regulars, and General Call with five hun- 
dred volunteers. With this force General CKnch im- 
mediately left the fort, and having crossed the Ouithla- 
goochie with a portion of his command, the residue 
having exhibited some tardiness, was attacked by the 
Indians. He ultimately beat them off with the severe loss 
of sixty-three killed and wounded. The force of the In- 
dians in this batde was but little more numerous than 
Clmch's, the mass of whom, however, refiised to cross 
the river. 

The battle, nevertheless, was by no means decinve« 
and small parties of Indians overran the whole territory, 
carrying devastation into every neighborhood. Even 
in the immediate vicinity of St. Augustine, sugar plan- 
tations were ravaged, machinery destroyed, and slaves 
carried off, to the amount in all of nearly one hundred 
thousand dollars. 

While this was being done. General Gaines, who had 
received information, had been busy making prepara- 
tions, and on the 13th of January, 1836, landed at Fort 
Brooke,. on Tampa Bay, and with the reinforcements he 
bad brought found himself at the head of twelve hun- 
dred men. He immediately proceeded towards Fort 
King, which was menaced by a lai^ force, and arrived 
there on the 2d of Felnruary, without, however, meet- 
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ing the enemy. This was a campaign by no means 
to the taste of the general, who set out to seareh for 
them in a long detour through the ^ole country noith 
of Fort Brooke and west of Fort King. 

On the 27th of February, as he was crossing the 
Ouithlagoochie, the Indians attacked him in force, but 
after a sharp conflict of nearly an hour, retired with mueb 
loss. On the next day, when the attempt to cross the 
met was renewed, the enemy again came to the assault 
but were again beaten back, with the loss to General 
Gaines's command^of the gallant James Izard, a lieu- 
tenant of the 1st dragoons, serving in the staff of the 
general, who by his daring and gallantry seemed to 
diallenge his fate. General Giaines now threw up a 
breastwork for the purpose of defending himself to the 
last extremity. 

Provisions were nearly exhausted, and there was 
some danger that the army would be forced, encumbered 
as it was with many wounded, to make the hazardous 
attempt to cut its way through.. On the 20th, however, 
the enemy made another attack, and advanced boldly to 
storm the breastwork. They were resisted with great 
resolution, the officers and men firing almost incessantly 
on them. In this attack, Greneral Gaines was wounded 
in the mouth with a spent ball, which, thou^ doing no 
serious injury, occasioned him great pab. He continued 
on die field, however, exocising his command, until the 
Seminoles again retired. 

Before they did so, however, they attempted a nue^ 
which had nearly succeeded, but for an accident which 
could not have been foreseen. The front of the breast- 
work for some distance was covered with the tall wiry 
grass peculiar to the piakies of Florida, which, at that 
season of the year, was diy as tinder. This the enemy 
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set fire to, with the intention of « driving the Americans 
from their defences. In a few minutes, everything was 
covered by a dense smoke, and the woiks were obviously 
in danger of being untenable. The wind fortunately 
changed, and the fire was swept over the ground occu- 
pied by the Seminoles, burning their provisions and 
exposing them to the American fire. Soon aAer, Gene- 
ral Clinch arrived with reinforcements, and General 
Gaines was enabled to resume active operations. The 
Indian loss in these afiairs was very severe, and General 
Gaines lost, in killed and severely wounded, thirty-two 
officers and men. * 

On the 5th of March, a messenger reached General 
Gaines; stating that Osceola wished to meet him in 
council ; a request to which the general acceded at once. 
Osceola and other chiefs came in on the next day, and 
proposed the Ouithlagoochie as the boundary between 
the whites and themselves. This proposition Greneral 
Gaines was not authorized to accede to, and he informed 
the chiefs that he could do nothing but require them to 
lay down their arms, and remain south of die river until 
the United States was ready to send them to the country 
assigned them, west of the Mississippi. The council 
terminated in nothing satisfactory; and, shortly ailer, the 
intelligence that General Scott had been assigned to the 
command of Florida, having reached him, General 
Gaines relinquished the direction of affairs to a junior, 
and the troops proceeded to Fort Drane, where they 
arrived on the 11th. General Gaines resumed his old 
head-quarters. 

The participation of General Scott in the Florida war 

has already been given. He was succeeded by General 

Jesup, who accomplished little except the capture of 

Osceola, who, having come into the general's camp, was 

Vol. I 21 
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retained a prisoner and sent from Florida to Sullivan's 
Island, in the harbor of Charleston, where he died afler 
a short confinement. The circumstances of the capture 
of Osceola, and the fact that he was retained in confine- 
ment by the express authority of the president, induce a 
belief that in this affair General Jesup obeyed orders. 

'In this and the previous Indian campaigns of General 
Jackson after the termination of the war of 1812-15, 
constant mention has been made of General Clmch, who, 
on more than one occasion, had done distinguished ser- 
vice. *A full sketch of the career of this oflScer would 
comprise a history of Florida from the beginning of 
Nichols's operations to the present time ; but scarcely 
comes within the compass of our plan, as he has long 
since left the service. 

General Clinch is a native of Greorgia, and was 
appointed in the army durmg the last war, an officer of 
one of the regiments intended to be raised in that sec- 
tion of country. As, however, it was, from the nature 
of the population of the country, almost impossible to 
recruit men like General Twiggs and other efficient offi- 
cers of that wmg of the army, he did but little active 
service. After the ratification of peace, however, he was 
retained in service. He was a lieutenant-colonel by 
brevet on the 10th of July, 1836, when he destroyed 
the negro fort on the Apalachicola, with a skill and 
promptness which won for him the greatest praise, and 
served through the whole of the subsequent campaigns 
with Jackson and Gaines. We have already, in the 
sketches of Generals Scott and Gaines, seen how distin- 
guished a part he played in their operations in Florida. 

In 1836, General Clinch resigned his commission for 
private reasons, and established himself in Georgia. He 
bad long been stationed in Florida, where he had become 
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the proprietor of an extensive plantation, which for years 
after it had been devastated by the enemy preserved 
marks of wonderful beauty and fertility. General Clinch 
is yet in the vigor of life, and would bring to high rank^ 
were it conferred on him, what alone can make it valu- 
able to the nation, experience and courage. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

GMNES.-<Con<tn««I.) 

Mexican war — Geneial Gainet's action in calling oat Tolnn- 
teers — E\a services — Finding of the coart — General Graines 
ordered to New York. 

General Gaines, after this campaign, was relieved 
from all duty in Florida, which was considered to belong 
to General Scott's department. It subsequently was 
made a separate command, to which almost all the gene- 
rals and brevet generals of that day were assigned. Tlie 
tenor of bis life for some years was uninterrupted, except 
by the frequent tours of inspection he made to the 
remote parts on the Indian frontier. His command was 
always mamtained in the strictest discipline, and the 
returns of the whole division made with the utmost 
exactitude. 

During this period of his life he eliminated the sys- 
tem of defence, and the centralization of resources, which 
has attracted so much attention, and vrhich, though now 
scarcely calculated for the condition of the country, ulti- 
mately must be adopted or imitated. 

His head-quarters were subsequently changed to St 
Louis, and again to New Orleans, where, at the com- 
mencement of the Mexican war, he was stationed. 

When the Mexican war began. General Graines heard 
with much anxiety of the demonstrations made by the 
other republic against General Taylor, and immediately 
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called out a very large force of volunteers when he 
heard of the imminent danger of the American forces. 
The battles of Palo Alto and La Resaca were, however, 
fought and won, and the government repudiated Grene- 
ral Gaines's action, and ordered him at once to Washing- 
ton, appointmg to his command General George M. 
Brooke, a distinguished soldier who had been in the 
army since 1808, and had served long in the southern 
department. While yet a lieutenant-colonel in the line, 
this officer had earned the successive brevets of colonel 
and brigadier-general, and had served with a distinction 
second to none in the army. 

Greneral Brooke entered the service in 1808, as a first 
lieutenant of infantry. At the defence of Fort Erie, 
already described in this book, Brooke, now a major, 
was conspicuous, and received the brevet of lieutenant- 
colonel for his gallantry there displayed. He accom- 
panied General Graines to the south, and, according to 
the custom of the service, after holding the grade of 
brevet colonel for ten years, was, on the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1824, made brigadier-general by brevet. 

During the battle of Niagara, an incident occurred 
which, though often subsequently told, was not made 
the subject of approbation by the government 

The greater part of the battle, it is known, was 
fought at night, and, as it grew darker, it was almost 
impossible to. ascertain the position of the enemy with 
sufficient accuracy to fire at them. Under these circum- 
stances. Captain Brooke performed a piece of service 
daring as it was peculiar. Taking a lantern, wrapped 
in cloth, he proceeded to the enemy's position, and, 
climbing a gnarled tree, fastened it in the line of fire. 
After having uncovered it, he dropped to the ground^ 
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and, on his hands and knees, escaped to the American 
position. 

He was long stationed in Florida as lieutenant-colo- 
nel of the regiment of Colonel (brevet Brigadier-General) 
D. L. Clinch, and was honored by having his name 
assigned to the beautiful post built immediately at the 
mouth of the Hillsborough river, on the bay of the same 
name, above its confluence with Tampa, or Espiritu 
Santo. While in Florida he acquired great influence 
over the Seminoles, and it was considered by many 
would have had much authority in terminating that 
unhappy contest. 

On the 15th of July, 1841, however, Greneral Brooke, 
having become colonel of the 5th foot, had been trans- 
ferred to the upper lakes ; and, even when his regiment 
was ordered south, he was left in command of a geogra- 
phical department, probably because his high rank by 
brevet would have brought him into conflict with almost 
any one who could have been ordered thither. He now 
commands in New Orleans; and, by his unceasing dili- 
gence in ministering to the wants of his superiors, has 
won the commendation both of the army and the go- 
vernment. 

General Brooke is a member of a family of soldiers. 
One of his cousins, the Honorable Henry Brooke, was 
an officer of distinction in the Virginia line of the revo- 
lutionary army, and is now borne on the half-pay list of 
that army. Since, as one of the justices of the court 
of appeals of Virginia, he has won great celebrity. The 
lamented Lieutenant Frank Brooke, of the 6th infantry, 
killed at the battle of Okee-Chobee, was also a near re- 
lative of the general, who has several other kinsmen in 
the military and naval service of the country. 

General Brooke was born and educated in Virginia, 
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and, during the early portion of his life, was pupil of the 
now well known Thomas Ritchie, senior editor of the 
Washington Union. Though he has been nearly forty 
years in the service, Greneral Brooke is still hale and 
strong, with much more yet to do before he lays down 
his honors. 

Such was the man appointed to succeed General 
Graines. It is a matter of congratulation to him that his 
place was filled by a veteran worthy to do so. 

Not content with depriving Gaines of command, the 
government issued orders for a court of inquiry, which 
convened at Fortress Monroe on the 20th of July, 1846, 
to investigate the facts of his requisition, undenied, not 
contradicted, and therefore no subjects of inquiry. The 
court made the following report, in relation to the facts 
and circumstances : 

"FACTS. 

Greneral Gaines learned, at New Orleans, about the 
1st of May, 1846, that a Mexican army, of superior 
force to the army under General Taylor, was advancing 
to invade Texas, and that actual war was impending. 
He was informed officially from General Taylor of his 
situation, and what auxiliary force of volunteers he had 
called from the states, viz., four regiments from Louisi- 
ana, and four regiments from Texas; and he was re- 
quested by General Taylor to aid, the governor of Loui- 
siana in equipping and forwarding the troops of that state. 

On the receipt of this information, General Gaines 
wrote to the governors of Mississippi, Alabama, Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky, and Missouri, advising them to antici- 
pate a call from the president of the United States, for 
volunteers, and to make preparations to raise the troops. 
It was not, however, in form, a requisition on them to 
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send forward troops before they were called for by the 
president.*' 

The court also found that, between the 3d and 31st 
of. May, various volunteers were mustered into service, 
and supplied with public stores, and also that << when 
Creneral Gaines was relieved from command of the 
western division, and ordered to repair to Washington 
city, and, in execution of said order, had arrived at 
Mobile on the 12th of June, he was then and there in- 
formed, by the governor of Alabama, that much disorder 
prevailed among the regiments of volunteers assembled 
at that point by the president of the United States ; for 
which reason the governor applied to Gteneral Gaines to 
receive into the service of the United States, for the 
proper government of those volunteers, Brigadier-Grene- 
ral Smith, whom the governor had commissioned to 
command them, and his staff. Whereupon, (xeneral 
Gaines did receive and muster into service various per- 
sons as officers of the general staff. 

The order of General Gaines published in this case, 
directed that it should remain in force till final instxuc* 
tions should be received from the proper authorities at 
Washington; and further directed General Smith to 
organize the volunteers, and as soon as the said organi- 
zation should be completed, to proceed with them with- 
out delay to the seat of war. 

The appointment by Greneral Gaines of certain vol- 
unteers and others to staff offices, as shown in the official 
documents sent as evidence to the court, not being stated 
in the order appointing the court, as one of the matters 
into which it is directed to inquire, it is not considered 
in this statement of facts, nor in the opinion of the court. 
The facts .and circumstances, however, are set fortl\^ in 
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tbe evidence for the information of the department of 
war.* 

In regard to issues of public stores by order of Gen- 
eral Gaines, the court find that he ordered the issue 
of > ordnance and ordnance stores to arm and equip all 
the Yolunteers called out by him ; also, when necessary, 
for those called out by General Taylor; also, that he 
ordered the quartermaster's department to furnish camp 
equipage and quartermaster's supplies ; also, he ordered 
the commissaries to furnish subsistence to all volunteers 
arriving at tbe general rendezvous for muster, and to 
issue to them previous to the muster. 

The court also find an issue by order of General 
Gaines of two pieces of field artillery, and twenty-five 
rounds of ammunition to two private; gentlemen and 
planters in the parish of West Baton Roi^, for tbe pro- 
tection of the parish against the slave population, on 
condition of the return of the guns when called for." 

The court of course found that for all this General 
Graines had no authority, other than the necessity of the 
case in bis opinion, and censured his conduct; at the 
same time that they complimented him thus: 

« Having now reported their finding and opinion, 
the court recommend to the favorable consideration of 
the president the good and patriotic motives, and the 
public zeal, by which, as the court believe. General 
Gaines was actuated in all these transactions, and there- 
fore they recommend that no further proceedings be had 
in this case." 

* Much stress was laid on the fact that General <?aines had ap- 
pointed staff officers of the Alabama volunteers. He had, how- 
ever, a precedent, Greneral Jackson having, according to his own 
report of the operations in Florida against the hostile Indians and 
Spaniards, appointed several persons officers of the regular army.— > 
Vide State Papers, 1818. • 
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He necessity of the case was the only reason ever 
assigned by General Graines for his action in this case, 
and public opinion now fully approves of his course. 

"Die finding of the court was approved of, and Sec- 
retary Marcy published it to the army, August 18, 1846. 

At this time there is little doubt that the administra- 
tion, through the means of Santa Anna, expected an 
immediate peace. Such, however, was not the case. 
Subsequent events have made it certain, that had the levies 
made by General Graines been sent to General Taylor, 
peace would have been conquered. This mistake of the 
administration cannot, however, now be corrected. 

It has again directed attention to General Games, 
whose course was too far in advance of the pas of the 
administration, in both military knowledge and acquain- 
tance with Mexico, to be approved. None can deny 
now that every man he called for should have been sent 
to Mexico. 

Since the adjournment of the court, Greneral Games 
has commanded the eastern department, to which he 
was immediately assigned. His head-quarters are in 
the city of New York. 
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ARTICLES OF WAR. 

AM ACT worn XSTABLURIMO ftVLXS AKH ABTICLU VOK THV GOV- 
■BnmfT OT THX AMOMM or THB UNITBD tTATSS.^k 

SBCtiON 1. . . .l?e it enacted by the Senate and Haute Rules and arti 
of Repretentaiifne of the UnUed States of America t« ™i'2 of thVu! 
Congrete ateembled, That, from and after the passing States are to be. 
of this act, the following shall be the rules and articles fhe *^^ing*"of 
by which the armies of the United States shall be this act. 
governed : 

Article 1... .Every officer now in the army of Every officer to 

the United States shall, in six months from the passing JJiSf'^l^ jSSh 

of this act, and every officer who shall hereafter be ap- lations. 

pointed shall, before he enters on the duties of his office, 

subscribe these rules and regulations. 

Art. 2 It is earnestly recommended to all offi- .P®*^®?.?."** ■?'" 

, , ,. ,.,. , 1 »v. . . diers diligently 

cers and soldiers diligently to attend Divine service ; to attend Divine 

and all officers who shall behave indecently or irreve- J**^^» ""f, ^^ 
rently at any place of Divine worship shall, if com- reverently, un- 
missioned officers, be brought before a General Court- ^^r pain of re- 
Martial, there to be publicly and severely reprimanded ^c?*^^ ' *' 
by the president ; if non-commissioned officers or. sol- 
diers, every person so offending shall, for his first of- 
fence, forfeit one-sixth of a dollar, to be deducted out 
of his next pay ; for the second offence, he shall not 
only forfeit a like sum, but be confined twenty-fom* 
hours ; and for every like ofience shall suffer and pay 
in like manner; which money, so forfeited, shall be 
applied, by the captain or senior officer of the troop or 
company, to the use of the sick soldiers of the company 
or troop to which the offender belongs. 

Art. 3. . . .Any non-commissioned officer or soldier Reprimand, 
who shall use any profane oath or execration, sballjjj^* *p;|,f^'iJ^ 
incur the penalties expressed in the foregoing article ; oaths or execra- 
and a commissioned officer shall forfeit and pay for ****"*' *°* 
each and every such offqnce, one dollar, to be applied 
as in the preceding article. 

• ThflM nxlM and artidat, with tbeeseaptkim indicated hj tlw notai, anncnd to 
titicloi 90, 65, and 87, remain ooalterad, and in force at prawnt. • 
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ChapkiM ab- Akt. 4* . . .Every Chaplain oommiaBioned is the 
22^^ ezc^ anny or armiea of fhe United Statea, who aball abeent 
jfcc.) liable tohimaelf from the dutiea assigned him (excepting in 
l^ordiicliaTfe, ^^^^ ^£ aicknepa or leave of absence), ahall, on con- 
viction thereof before a court-martial, be fined not ex- 
ceeding one month* a pay, besides the loss of his pay 
during his absence ; or be discharged, as the said court- 
martial ahall judge proper. 
Oflieera nsiag Abt. 5. . . .Any officer or soldier virho shall use con- 
wordT^anlnat ^•"P*'*®"" <>' disrespectful words against the President 
th« President, V. of the United States, against the Viee President there- 
^rw^kt io*be °^» •K"'>»^ ^^ Congress of the United-States, or against 
Mchieredi' &c. ; the Chief Magistrate or Legislature of any of the United 
"*^ Sd'offi'™""! States, in which he may be quartered, if a commissioned 
•oldiers to tnffer officer, shall be cashiered, or otherwise punished, as a 
puaishment by court-martial ahall direct ; if a non-commissioned offi- 
ooart-martial. ^^ ^^ soldier, he shall suffer such punishment as shall 
be inflicted op him by the sentence of a court-martial, 
dim ^^behavmg -^^T- ^- • • '^^7 o^c&t Or soldier who shall behave, 
with disrespect himself with contempt or disrespect towards his oom- 
^ll^^ ^^'"^ manding officer, shall be punished, according to the 
punished by the nature of hisoffence, by the judgment of a court-martial. 

Peath ibc. for ^^^^^^t cause, or join in, any mutiny, or sedition, iq, 

be^ning or ex- any troop or company in the service of the United 

citing niati&y, g^^tes, or in any party, post, detachment, or gu«rd, 

shall suffer death, or auch other punishment as by a 

court-martial shall be infficted. 

Abt. 8 . . . .Any officer, non-commisaioned officer, 

Offieert or sol- jjy goldier, who, being present at any mutiny or sedi- 
Qiers, present ai.^ ,. _ ^, 

a mutiny, k not tion, goes not use bis utmost endeavor to suppress the 
endeavoring to g3jQQ or coming to the knowledge of any intended 
suppress it, Ac, . , • . , a i • • r 

to be punished mutiny, does not, without delay, give mformation 

with 4^th or thereof to his commanding officer, shall be punished 
' ' by the sentence of a court-martial with death, or other- 
wise, according to the nature of his offence. 
Officers or 861- -^^T* ^- • • .Any officer or soldier who shall strike 
diers striking a his superior officer, or draw or lift up any weapon, or 
sDflSr ^deathj' or ^^^ ^7 violence against him, being in the execution 
other punishm*f, of his office, on any pretence whatsoever, or shall dis- 
^* obey any lawful command of his superior officer, shall 

suffer death, or such other punishment as shall, ac- 
cording to the nature of his offence, be inflicted upon 
him by the sentence of a court-martial. 
Non-ennnnis- A*T« lO* • • -Every non-commissioned officer or sol- 
sloued officers & dier, who shall enlist himself in the service of the 
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Cnited States, shall, at the time of his so enlisting, or ^^Jtides* for 
within six dajrs afterwards, have the Articles for the ^j^^ government 
government of, the armies of the United States read to ^^ ***« armi^« 
him, and shall, by the officer who enlisted him, or by take an oath,' Jte. 
the commanding officer of the troop or company into 
which he was enlisted, be taken before the next justice 
of the peace, or chief magistrate of any city or town 
corporate, not being an officer of the army, or where 
recourse cannot be had to the civil magistrate, before 
the judge-advocate, and in his presence, shall take the 
following oath or affirmation : ** I, A. B., do solemnly Form of oath, 
swear or affirm (as the case may be^, that I will bear 
true allegiance to the United States of America, and 
that I will serve them honestly and faithfully against 
all their enemies or opposers whatsoever ; and observe 
and obey the orders of the President of the United 
States, and the orders of the officers appointed over 
me, according to the Rules and Articles for the govern- 
ment of the arinies of the United States/' Which 
justice, magistrate, or judge-advocate, is to give the tojrlve a^cerUfi- 
officer a certificate, signifying that the man enlisted did cate that the oath 
take the said oath or affirmation. '^ **^*°- 

Art. II . . . .After a non-commissioned officer, or Noa-eommuA'd 
soldier, shall have been duly enlisted and sworn, he J^JJ" "»f„■J^ 
shall not be dismissed the service, without a discharge dismiuedtheaer- 
in writing; and no discharge granted to him shall be J-JJ^aTg^ii^irri- 
sufficient, which is not signed by a field officer of the ting, 
regiment to which he belongs, or commanding officer, 2®. ^j**V'* 
Where no field officer of the regiment is present ; and siraed by a field 
no discharge shall be given to a non-commissioned offi- ** jj^*,*®^ 
cer or soldier, before his term of service has expired, ^c.,** befor "Se 
but by order of the President, the Secretary of War, {«"» of '^^^ 
the commanding officer of a department, or (he sen- by'otder'^of' the 
tence of a general court-martial ; nor shall a commis- President, Ac. 
sioned officer be discharged the service, but by order fi^*JJ*^t**t| *£ 
of the President of the United States, or by sentence discharged, &e. 
of a general court-martial. 

'Art. 12.... Every Colonel or other officer com- Colonels, Ac, 
manding a regiment, troop, or company, and actually SS^r^imrnu, 
quartered with it, may give furloughs to noii-commis- Ac, may give 
sioned officers or soldiers, in such numbers, and for so SSSSfM?oncT" 
long a time, as he shall judge to be most consistent officers or sol- 
with the good of the service ; and a Captain, or other ^'^f"' *5- 
inferior officer, commanding a troop or company, or in commuid^g, Ac? 
any garrison, fort, or l)arrack, of the United States, may give 'far- 
(his field officer being absent,) may give furloughs to TOmmiasion'd df" 
non-commissioned officers or soldiers, for a time notiicera or soldiers 
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^^ tha^? ^ * ezcMdiiif twenty dayi in six month8,'bai not to morto 
"Ma , t not, ^^ ^^^ peraouB to be aboent at the same time, ex- 
cepting aome extraordinary occasion ahould require it 
At every muiter ^'^'* 13 • • • • At every mnater, the commanding offi- 
the commanding cer of each regiment, troop or company, there present, 
SiiS*to tfe^TOii^ ■*»•** «»^« ^ *^® Commiaaary of Musters, or other offi- 
miawry of mu«- cer who ranstera the aaid regiment, troop, or company, 
&" *S^i^\~g certifier* ««n«d ^Y himself, signifying how long such 
how long ofleers officers, as ahall not appear at the said muster, have 
hate^^a^nt ^*" «>>»nt, and the reaaon of their absence. In Uke 
and the reason monner, the commanding Officer of every troop or com- 
of it. ^ pany, shall give certificates, signifying the reasons of 

^om^nd*gof- ^j^^ absence of the non-commissioped officers and pri- 
or companies tovate soldiers; which reasons, and time of absence, 
S^^thr'auSnce ***'^ ^ inserted in the muster-rolls, opposite the names 
of privates, Ac. of the respective absent officers and soldiers. The 
The certificates, certi^tes shall, together with the muster-rolls, be re-< 
ted* to ^e*1oeI mitted by the commissary of Musters, or other officer 
Hurtm't of War, mustering, to the Department of War, as speedily as 
*®' ■ the distance of the place will admit. 

Officers con- Art. H Every officer who shall be convicted 

T**^'*J ^ baving before a general pourt-martial, of having signed a false 
tilnitesj^Ac.,^^ certificate, relating to the absence of either officer or 
be cashiered. private soldier, or relative to his or their pay, shall be 

cashiered. 
Officers making Art. 15 ; . . . Every officer who shall knowingly make 
signing^alse ^ ^ ^^^ muster of man or horse, alid every officer or 
nraster-wlls, Ac. Commissary of dusters, who shall willingly sign, 
sukUlSiWed^to di™c^ <>' ^^^ ^ signing of muster-rolls. Wherein 
hold any office, such false muster is contained, riiall, upon proof made 
thereof, by two witnesses, before a general court- 
martial, be cashiered, and shall be thereby utterly dis- 
abled to have or hold any office or employment in the 
service of the United States. 
Q^,jm^jggjjj.j^ Art. 16 ... . Any Commissary of Musters, or other 
of mnsters, Ac, officer, who shall be convicted of having taken money, 
h?g^mone*y^r°' ^^^^^ ^^^^^' ^^ way of gratification, on raUstering 
other gratijfica- any regiment, troop, or company, or on signing muster- 
ing"' S? "SSrn ' '^^^■' ^^^^ **® displaced fi»m his office, and shall be 
inuster-rolU, to thereby utterly disabled to have or hold any office or 
be displaced, Ac. employment in the service of the United States. 
Officers muster- Art. 17 ... . Anyofficer who shall presume to muster 
sofdiws'who are '^ person as a soldier, who is not a soldier, shall be 
not such, deemed deemed guilty of having made a false muster, and shall 

Officers making Art. 18 * . ; . Every officer who shall knowingly mako 
fiiise returns to a false return to the Department of W&r, or to any of 
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bis superior officers, authorized to call for such returns, tbe Dapartment 
of the state of the regiment, troop, or company, or garri- ^ caSfered/ *** 
son, under his command; or of the arms, ammunition, 
clothing, or other stores thereunto belonging, shall, on 
conviction thereof before a court-martial, be cashiered. 

Art. 19. . . .The commanding officer of every regi- Command 'goffi- 
ment, troop, or independent company, or garrison, of Jf"**/'^**^!^??^* 
the United States, shall, in the beginning of every tiie'{>eginning' of 
month, remit, through the proper channels, to the De- every month, to 
partment of War, an exact return of the r^ment, of War^aii exact 
troop, independent company, or garrison, under his return of there-' 
command, specifying the names of the officers then fjiyi'g the^niunes 
absent from their posts, with the reasons for and the of officers absent, 
time of their absence. And any officer who shall be 
convicted of having, through neglect or design, omit- Officers neglect- 
ted sending such returns, shall be punished, accordmg {ufni^to be pan- 
to, the nature of his crime, by the judgment of a gene- ished, kc. 
ral court-martial. 

Art. 20.... All officers and soldiers who have re* Officers and sol- 
ceived pay, or have been duly enlisted in the service ^f^dJ^rSon^^i^ 
of the United States^ and shall be convicted of having to suffer death 
deserted the same, shall suffer death, or such other ^em^Sc^^"*****" 
punishment as, by sentence of a court-martial, shall be ' ' 
infficted.* 

Art. 21 ... . Any non-commissioned officer or soldier Non-commissM 
who shall, without leave from his commanding officer, officers or sol- 
absent himself from his troop, company, or detach- themselves wUbn 
ment, shall, upon being convicted thereof, be punished o^t .leave, to be 
according to the natur^ of his offence, at the discretion ^ ' * 

of a court-martial. - 

A«T. 22. ... No non-commissioned officer or soldier Non-commiss'd 
shall enlist himself in any other regiment, troop, ot^^^^i'^^'^ 
company, without a regular discharge from the regi- list in any other 
ment, troop, or company, in which he last served, on !|JfthSS?*Veguiar 
the penalty of being reputed a desertjsr, and suffering discharge, &c. 
accordingly. And in. case any ofi^cer shall knowingly. Officers know- 
reeeive.and entertain such non-commissioned officer or dSerterTAc^"* 
soldier, or shall not, after his being discovered to be a not giving notide 
deserter, immediately confine him, and give notice *Jji*° *** ****' 
thereof to the corps in which he last served, the said 
officer shall, by a court-martial, be cashiered. 

Art. 23. . . . Any officer or soldier who shall be con- .Officers or sol- 
victed of having advised or persuaded any other officer otJ"ro to*deseri^, 
or aoldier to desert the service q{ the United States, to suffer deatli 
shaU suffer death, or such other punishment as'shall be^^J^JJ^f*"*^' 
inflicted upon him by the sentence of a court-martial. 

• Ifcdiflad bjr Ml or SBdi Maj, lOq. 
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Officeni or toU Abt. 24. ... No oflicer or ioldier shall use any re- 
proachful or pro^ proachful or provoking^ speeches or gestures to another, 
yoking speechM upon pain, if an officer, of being put in arrest; if a 
•irit^ or '^coi- ^^^^^* confined, and of asking pardon of the party oi- 
linedt *hc. fended, in the presence of his commanding officer.' 

OiBeers k sol- AftT. 25. ... No officer or soldier shall send a chal- 
M^d or"licceS^®°«® ^ another officer or soldier, to fight a duel, or 
cbsllengM, on accept a challenge if sent, upon pain, if a commissioned 

!!!i!:..^^ 5?'?? officer, of being cashiered ; if a non-commissioned offi- 
casniered, or of - ^ i*. . i - i « 

•offering corpo- cer or soldier, of sunenng corporeal puniahment, at the 
real pimithment, discretion of a court-martial. 

Officers com- Abt. 26. ...If any commiteioned or non-oommi»- 
manding gnardi}, sioned officer commanding a guard, shall knowingly or 
feringMnoiM^o willingly suffer any person whatsoever to go forth to 
go forth to fight fight t duel, he shall be punished as a challenger ; and 
ished*u chaSen- ^^ seconds, promoters, and carriers of challenges, in 
gers ; and te- order to duels, shall be deemed principals, and be pun- 
dSSm^d^'^priSc'u whed accordingly. And it shall be the duty of every 
pais* ^c. officer commanding an army, regiment, company, post, 

cwmnanding *Mi o' detachment, who is knowing to a challenge being 
army, regiment,'given or accepted by any officer, non-commissioned offi- 

5*ij.?n™i?'ki** cer, or soldier, under his command, or has reason to be«- 
a cballenge be- ' » . . . ^- , ^ 

ing given, ftc., lieve the same to be the caae, immediately to arrest and 

^». K12!' rt' bring to trial such ofleuders. 

All omcen nave .™ _ »,. «« ^ , %. . 

power to quell Abt. 27. . . . All officers, of what condition aoever, 
aoarrelt, fraya, luy© power to part and quell atf quarrels, fiays, and 
disorders, though the persons concerned should belong 
to another regiment, troop, or company ; and either to 
order officers into arrest, or non-commissioned officers 
or soldiers into confinement, until their proper superior 
faaea toofa^,ftc! officers shall be acquainted therewith ; and whosoever 
m be paiuflhed, shall refuse to obey such officer (though of an inferior 
rank), or shall draw his sword upon him, shall be pun- 
ished at the discretion of a general court-martial. 
Officers or aol- Aet. 28. ... Any officer or soldier who shall upbraid 
JnJthCT^ for^iS? «"««*ie' fo' refusing a challenge, shall himself be pun- 
faeing a chal- ished as a challenger ; and all officers and soldiers are 
•'hS' M*** ^Sd' ^^^^^ discharged horn any disgrace or opinion of dis- 
lengera, Jtc. advantage which might arise firom their having refused 
to accept of challenges, as they will only have afeted in 
obedience to the laws, and done their duty as good sol- 
diers who subject themselves to discipline. 
Satlera not per- Art. 29. ... No sutler shall be permitted to sell any 

mitted «<> ■•n |«- ^ind ©f liquors or victuals, or to keep their houses or 
qoors, AC, atier -, . •<•»»• a« 

V at nighty nor shops open for the entertainment of soldiers, alter nine 

rcveiUe*nor*on *^ night, or before the beating of the reveille, or upon 
Sundays during Sundays, during divine aervkse or sermon, on the pea- 
Divine service. ^Ity of being dismissed from all future sutling. 
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AR!e, 30.... All offipers commanding in the field, ComiMBd'gof- 
r _^ T L • r .1- TT •? J o* * ficer» to B*e tluit 

forts, bansoks, or garrisons, of me United States, are sutlers suppler 
hereby required to see that the persons permitted to the •oldierswitb 
Stttle shall supply the soldiers with good and wholesome ^^oS^&l. ^'°" 
provisions, or other articles, at a reasonable price, as 
tl^y shall be answerable for their neglect. 

Art. '31.-... No officer commanding in any of the Office™ com- 
garrisons, forts, or barracks, of the United States, shall ^^^f^r^fTc', 
exact exorbitant prices for houses or stalls^ let out to not to eiact ex- 
sutlers, or .connive at the Uke exactions m others ; nor gjJ^^{*JJJgggP*^p " 
by his Qwn authority, and for his private advantage, lay let out to sutlen. 
any duty or imposition upon, or be interested in, the ^{^^^^'f^^. 
sale of any victuals, liquors, or other necessaries of tusls, liqaors^&c. 
life brought into the garrison, fort, or barracks, for the i"g*SJSiJ£^'*' 
use of the soldiers, on the penalty of being discharged 
from the service. 

Art. 32. . * . Every officer commanding in quarters, Comman^'f of- 
gamsons, or on the march, shall keep good order, and, |^* or^er, VZ 
to. the utmost of his power, redress ail abuses or dis- dress abases^ and 
orders which may be committed by any officer or sol- JJ^e*to*t?e*^r- 
dier under his command ; if upon copiplaint made to ties injured, kt» 
him of officers or soldiers beating or otherwise ill- 
treating any person, or disturbing fairs or markets, or 
of committing any kind of riots, to the disquieting of 
the citizens of the United States, he, the said com- 
mander, who shall refuse 6r omit to see justice done 
to the offender or offenders, and reparation made to the 
party or parties injured, as fat as part of the offender's 
pay shall enable him or them, shall, upon proof the'reof; . 
be cashiered, or otherwise punished, as a general court- 
martial shall direct. 

Art; 31. . . . When any commissioned officer or sol- ^^^^^tS^ 
,.,,,, i y • , . r * • missioned officer 

dier shall be accused of a capital cnme, oir of having or soldier is ac- 
used violence, or committed any offence against thef"«d of acapi- 
^ e '^- p /• T TT •. J tal crime, or of 

person, or property of any qitizen of any of the Umted having commit- 
St^tes, such as is punishable by the known laws of the <«d any offence 
land, the commandmg officer and officers of evefyregi- ^^ol property 
men't, traop^ or company, to which the person or per- <><* citizens, &c., 
sons so accused shall belong, are herebyrequired, upon o^cer"!fc^, arc 
application duly made by, or in behalf of the party or required upon 
parties injived, to ube their utmost epdeavors to deliver ?o '^uS^the'ir^ut- 
over such accused person or persons to the civil raagis- most endeavors 
trate, and likewise to be aiding and assisting to the offi- Jli^^Jf the cfvii 
cera of justice in apprehending and securing the person ma|;iatrate, &e. 
or persons so accused, in order to bring him or them to 
trial. If any commanding officer or officers shall wil- If any comm'g 
fully neglect, or shall refose, upon the application afore- SS^S'ofrofuses 
said . to deliver over such accused person or persons-to the to deliver over 
Vol. T. 22 
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the accand, At. ehril msgistfatds, or to be aiding and aaeiatiDg to tbc off- 
iered. ' ^^'^ ^^ justice in apprehending sticb person or persona, 

the officer or officers so ofiending shall be cashiered. 

th^^k*"f ***!?' '^*^* ^ ^ ""^ officer shall think himself wronged 

wronged by his ^T l^io Colonel, or the comttiandipg officer of the regi- 

colonel, &c., and ment, and shall, upon dne application being made y^ 

is refuJqS redress ^^^ ^ refused fedresfli, he may complain to the Gfene- 

he may ocDipiainral commanding in the State or Territory where such 

who is tu ^Mum* regiment shall be stationed, in order to obtain justice ; 

ine into theoom- who is hereby required to examine into said complaint, 

piamtjfte. ^^^ ^^^ proper measures for redressing the wrong 

complained of, and transmit, as soon as possible, to the 

Department of War, a true state of siich complaint, 

If any inferior with the proceedings had thereon. 

thiS' WilSlaf*' ^"' 3*- . ..Ifanyinferiorofficerorsoldicraballthink 

wron(^ by his himself wronge^ by his Captain or other officer, he is to 

STto^coniDtaiii M complain thereof to the commanding officer of the regi- 

the command'g ment, who is hereby required to summon a regimental 

■ fS?^.**^ ^ '^ court-martial for doing justice to the complaihant ; from 
ffiment. wbo m,,, . •••i •<•'» 

reqaired td som which regimental court-martial either party may, if he 

Jm"*?*'*'"*^ thinks himself still aggrieved, appeal to a genferal oourt- 

iV the appeal martial. But if upon a second hearing the appeal phallap- 

appear vexations p^i^r vexatious and groundless, the person sb appealing 

punUh^\Tc. "I'Bll ^ punished at the diseretion of the said cour^martial 

Commissi offi- Art. 96. . . . Any commissioned officer, Storekeeper, 
cers, store-keep- ^^ commissary, who shall be convicted at a general 
edk>f having Mid court-martial of having sold, without a proper order for 
without a proper that purpose, embexsled, misapplied, or wilfully, or 
provisions,' for- through neglect, suffered any of Ae provisions, forage, 
age, arms, &c., arms, clothing, ammunition, or other military stores, be- 
sifeJS^iSj'^of longing to the United States, to be spoiled, or damaged, 
them to be spoil- shall, at his own expense, make good the loss or 
ji)dthelSB?for! damage, and shall, moreover, forfeit all his pay, and be 
feit pay, &c! dismissed from the service. 

Non-commissM ^^''' '7. . . . Afty non-comraismon^d officer or sol- 
oi&cers or sol- dier, if^ho shull be oohtict^d at a regimental court- 
of*^avSg^^ Mid '"•'^^■*' **^ '^^^"fif »^d' 01* designedly, or through neg- 
QrwasteSamma- lect, wasted the ammunition delivered out to him, to 
Jifiotti. ^^*J° be emt>I6yed in the service of the United States, diaU 
be pumstaed, *c. ^ ^^^^^ ,^ ^j^^, aiscrotion of such court. 

Non-emnnlssM AxT. 38. .. 4 Every non-commissioned officer ot aot- 
oflicert or sol- dier who shall be convicted, before' a comrt-marthd, of 
?f"hatlSg^»i3* ^»v>n« sold, lost, or spoiled through neglect, his horse, 
lost, or spoiled arms, clothes, or accoutrements, -shall undergo such 
wrti.ckShSXc. '^•'^y •topples (not exceeding the half of his pay) as 
conhdergoweek- such cdurt-martial shall judge sufllcient, for repairing 
Mty^j^^** ^^ ^* ^^"^ ^^ damage ; and shall sufi^r confinement, or suck 
' other corporeal ouni^hment as his crime thall deserve. 
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Arr. 39. . . . Every o^eer, who Jihall be coimcted Oflcere convict- 
, ,. . 1 #. • . , 1 « % - ^ ed of embezzle- 

before a ooturt-xnartial, of liaviBg embenled; or miMp- Q^ent or misap- 

plied; roy moikey with, which he may have been in- plication of mo- 
tnxsted, for the payment of the mien under his com- {hJm^foMhepay^ 
mand, or for enlisting men into the serrice, or for other raent of men,&c. 
purposes, if a oommisdoned officer, shall be cashiered,, Sdcom^lleJTwJ 
and .complied to refund the money ; if a nOn-com- tjefond ; if non- 
missioned officer, shall be reduced to the rarikB,.be put ^SJ"^ *^ ^ 
wider stoppages until the money be made good, and dneed, &is. 
suffer such corporeal punishment as such court-martial 
shall direct. 

Akt. 40. . . . Every Captain of a troop, or company, Every captain 
is charged with the arms, accoutrements, ammunition, of a troop or 
clothing, or other warlike stores, bebnging to the troop ubkffor^ms^^^ 
or company imder his command, which lie is to be ac- coutrements, Ac. 
countable for to his Colonel, in ease of their being lost, com^ym * 
spoiled or damaged, not by imavoidable accidents, or troop, &o. 
on actlial service. 

A»T. 41. ... All non-commissioned officers and sol- Non-commiasM 
diers who shall be found one mile from the camp, with- 5Sw?ound one 
out leave in writing from their commasiding officer, mile from camp, 
shall suiTef such punishment as shall be inflicted upon JUJiJig'/tJ® S 
them by the sentence of a court-martial. suffer puniahm't, 

Art. 42. . . . No officer or soldier shall lie out of his ^ooiBceroraol- "^ 
quarters, garrison, or camp, without leave from his su- dier to lie out of 
perior officer, 'Upon penalty of being punished according JJjJuJfJJ' *2aVe, 
to the nature of his offence, by the sentehce of a ooiurt- ^e. 
martial. 

Art. 43. . . . Every non-commisioned officer and sol- Non-comniias'd 
dier Aall retire to his quarters or tent at the beating of ^^" JSire*to 
the retreat ; in default of which he shall be punished their tents at the' 
according to the nature of his offence. beating of the to- 

Art. 44. ...No officer, non-commis^oned officer, No officer or sol- 
er soldter, shaU fail in repairing, at the time fixed, to ^i«T to fail in re- 
the place of parade, of exercise, or other rendezvous, pface^f parade^ 
appointed by his commanding officer, if not prevented »f »?< prevented 
by sickness, or some other evident necessity ; or shall nor"ieav?*ii be- 
go from the said place of rendezvous, without leave fore being regu- 
from his commanding officer, before he shall be regu- JjJ; °"°"'***^» 
larly dismissed or relieved, on the penalty. of being n 

punished, according to the nature of his oflTence, by the . 

sentence of a court-martial. offi?Jr^3" 

Art. 45 Any commissioned officer who shall be drunk on guard, 

found drunk on his guard, party, or other duty, shall he^^^ and^C 
cashiered. Any non-comnrissioned officer or soldier so diers, &c., in that 
offending, shall suffer such corporeal punishment as ^poriS "^ 
shall be infficted by the sentence of a court-martial, ishment, ibc. 
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Smtinek tlMp- Akt. 46. . . . Any MBtinel who sball be (band sieepin; 

Mtu?Ac!,ioraf- ^P^i> ^^ P<^' '^^ "^^ iBtive it before he shall be regu- 

Nir death, Ac. larly relieyed, shall- buffer death, or each other punish* 

ment as shall be inflicted by the sentence of a ooiirt> 

martial. 

No soldier to A»T. 47. . . . No soldier belonging to any regiment, 

do\i8'^dat7'for^'<^> ^^ company, shall hire another to his duty for 

him} or be ex- him, or be excused 'from duty, but in cases of sick- 

cuei oftSckOMs ^^^* disability, or leave of absence ; and every such 

Ac. soldier found guilty of hiring his duty, as also the party 

so hired to do another's duty, shall be punished at the 

discretion of a regimental court-martial. 

Non-commiss'd Art. 48. . . . And every non-commissioned officer oon- 

«*hirin5 oMmy °^^8 »* "^^^ ^^°« ^^ ^^^y aforesaid, shaU- be reduced ; 

to be reduced; A and every commisnoned officer, knowing and allowing 

wS^kS^ng^ such ill practices in the service, shall be punished by 

allowinff it, to be the judgment of a general court-martial. 

panish^, Ac. j^^^ 49 A„y officer belonging to the service of 

Any officer who , ,, . , « , « ■• • • <• /. 

occMions false the United States» who, by dischargmg of fire-arms, 
alarms in camp, drawing of swords, beating of drums, or by any other 
Ac, to saffer * , ^ \ ., \ . ^ 1 * 1 • 

death, or other means whatsoever, shall occasion f^se alarms, m camp, 
punishment. garrison, or quarters, shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as ^all be ordered by the sentence of a 
general court-martial. 
Officers or sol- Art. 50. . . . Any officer or soldier, who shall, with- 
JwunecwsuVor out urgent necebsity, or without the leave of his su- 
leave, quitting perior officer, quit his guard, platoon, or divi»on, shall 
pttDish5*^'Ac. **® punished, according to the nature of his offence, by 
the sentence of a court-martial. 
Officers A sol*. Art. M. ... No officer or soldier shall do violence to 
diersnottodovi-,my pgrgQQ ^]jo brings provisions or other necessaries 
brtngfi^ piwia^to the camp, garrison, or quarters, of the forces of the 
ions to camn, Ac. United States, employed in any parts out of the. said 
Stotes,^^on "p^ States, upon pain of death, or such other punishment 
of death, Ac. as a court-martial shall direct. 

Offipers or sol- -A^^T. 52 Any officer or soldier who shall misbe- 

diers who iniebe- have himself before the enemy, rim away, or shamefully^ 

i5emyr^?in ^a- '^l>andon any fort, post, or guard, which he or they may 

way, Ac, tp stif- be commanded to defend, or speak words inducing others 

■ Mnlshmeoir&c ^ ^^ *® *^^® » ^' "^^^^ ^^^ away his arms and ammum- 

tion, or who shall quit His post or colors to plunder and 

pillage ; every such offender, being duly convicted there- 

( of, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as shall 

be ordered by the sentence of a general court-martiaL 

Persons belong- Art. 53. . . . Any person belonging to the armies of 

ing to the armies ^jjg United States, who shall make known the watch,. 

makms known , ' , . • 1 j ^ • • 

thswatch-woitl, word to any person who is not entitled to receive it ac- 
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cording to the rules and drecipline of war, or shall pre- Qtc, to suffer 
same to give a parole or watchword different from what pSSahmeai? ^ 
he received, shall suffer death, or such other punish- 
ment vm shall be ordered "by the sentence of a general 
court-martial. 

Art. 54. . . . All officers and soldiers are t^ behave Officertandsol- 
themselves orderly in quarters and on their marph ; and Jrdwly'ii? quar- 
whosoever shall commit any waste or spoil, either ip ters, etc., and' 
walks of trees, parks, warrens, fish-ponds, houses, or ^J2jje^et?°tan^ 
gardens, cornfields, enclosures of meadows, or shall ma- less by order of 
liciously destroy any property whatsoever belonging to !**® commander- 
the inhabitants of the United States, unless by order of be punished/etc. 
the then commander-in-chief of the armies of the said 
States, 9hall (besides such penalties as they are liable 
to by law), be punished according to the nature and de- 
gree of the ofience, by the judgment of a regimental or 
general court-martial. ^ 

Art. 55 Whosoever, belonging to the armies of Whoever, in for- 

the United States employed in foreign parts, shall force J* ^SguiS'^H 
a eafe-guard, shall suffer death. to suffer deatL. 

Art. 56. . . . Whosoever shall relieve the enemy with Whoever re- 
money, victuals, or ammunition, or shall knowingly bar- -^hxooney, vic- 
bpr or protect an enemy, shall suffer death or «uch other *»»*»> e|c» »« ^ 
punishment as shall be ordered by the sentence of a*t),^r ^uni^- 
ceurt-martial. ment, etc. 

Art. 57. . . . Whosoever shall be convicted of holding ^•^I*' ^^ ^'*^*' 
correspondence with, or giving intelligence to the for holding' cor- 
enemy, either directly or indirectly, shall sufler death, respondence 
or such other punishment as shall be ordered by the sen- intelligence to 
tence of a court-martial. the enemy, etc. 

Art. 58 All public stores taken in the enemy's Public stores ta- 

^ ^ '^ . . . r .'11 ken mthe ene- 

camp, towns, forts, or magazmes, whether of artillery, myig camp, etc., 

lunmunition, clothing, forage, or provisions, shall be se^ tj be secured for 

cured for the service of the United States ; for the neglect xj. states. , 

of which the commanding officer is to be answerable. 

Art. 59. . . . If any commander of any garrison, for- Death, etc., for 
tress, or post, shall be compelled, by the officers and J^Jjje®®®^* JjJ 
■oldiers under his command, to give- up to the enemy, or garrison, ete., 
to abandon it, the commissioned officers, non-commis- ^^'JJ^JJJ* *j 
sioned officers, or soldiers, who shall be convicted of give up to the 
having so oflended, shall sufler death, or such other pun- ^oemy, etc. 
iflhment as shall be infficted upon them by the sentence 
of a court-martial. 

Art. 60. . . . All sutlers, and retainers to the camp, and Sutlers and re- 
wSl persons whatsoever, serving with the armies of the Sjders* Sc!*^*^ 
United States in the field, though not enlisted soldiers, 
are to be subject to orders, according to the rules and 
idiacipline of war. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



342 ABTICLE8 OF WAR* 

OOeen htmng Abt. 61. . • . Oflieert having breveto, or comBumkms 
wSSMot prior of «l prior date to those of the regiment in which they 
date to thoM of serve, may take place in courts-martial and on detach- 
wbic'hSeyiwrvv ™«"^» ^^^ composed of diflerent corps, according to 
maj take place, the ranks given them in their brevets or dates of their 
to^ttennkirilrea f®"™^ commissions ; but in the regiment, tTOop,t)r com- 
theiB, eiA. pany, to which such officers belong, they shall do duty 

and take rank both in courts-martial and on detachmenis 
which shall be composed of their own corps, according to 
the conunissionB by which they are mustered in the 
said corps. 
If, upon nireh- Abt. 62. ... If, iq>on marcheSf guards, or in quarters, 
^^^£^J||^^ diflerent corps of the army shall happen to join, or do 
join, etc., the of- duty together, the officer highest in rank of the line of 
SSc, ete*** to ^* •'™y» marine corps, or militia, by commission, there 
eonunand, on- on duty or in quarters, shall command the whole, and 
1«»» ««c. gj^g orders for what is needful to the service, unleas 

otherwise specially directed by the President of the 
United States, according to the nature of the case.- 
Eaginecn not Abt. 63. . . . The functions of the engineers being 
£ ^ject IcT generally confined to the most elevated branch of naili- 
any dnty bejRond tary science, they are not to assume, nor are they sub* 
Smlidiate^ pS^ i®*^* ^ ^ ordered on any duty beyond the line of their 
feaoMk, -except, immediate profession, except by the special order of the 
''^* President of the United States ; but they are to receive 

every mark of respect to which their rank in the army 
jnay totitle them respectively, and are Jiable to be 
transfezied, at the discretion of the President, from 
one corps to another, regard being paid to rank. 
Genera] eonrta- Abt. 64. . . . General courts-martial may consist of any 
STof^iS^ViSSl number of commissioned officers, from five to thirteen, 
ber of commis'd inclusively ; but they shall not consist of less than thir- 
^13 '^etcf'^^"* ^ ^*^"> where that number can be convened without mani- 
fest injury to the service. 
General offieera Abt. 65*. ...Any general officer oommaading a^ 
or Coion'lB com- army, or Cobnel commanding a separate department, 
iBandV,etc.,inay " . i _. • i l 

appoint General may appomt general courts-martial whenever necessary. 
Conrts-Martiai, But no sentence of a court-martial shall be carried into 
ofa court martial execution imtil after the whole proceedings shall hvrp 
to be carried into been laid before the officer ordering the same, or the offi- 
the*^ prwee^mri ^^^ commanding the troops for the time being ; neither 
have been laid shall any sentence of a general court-martial, in time 
ordering *i?f etc' <>^ P^^^e* extending to the loss of Ufe. or the dismissioQ 
No sentence of a of a commissioned officer, or which shall, either in time 
wStfSfnntTme of^^ peace or war, respect a general oAcer, be carried mto 
peace^ extending execution, until after the whole proceedings ahall havtt- 
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b«0n tmuaitted to the Secretary of War, to be laid be- tolomofrirei) etc. 
fi>re the Preaidem of (he United Statea,.for his confir- Srwar, JSs^u 
maiion or dieapproTal, and ord^rar in the case. Ail a fteiieral officer, 
other BdnteAces may be canfirmted and executed by the ^ecm"^***Viitil 
oifficei: ordering the court to'ussetnble', or the command- the proceedings 
ing officei for the time being, as the case may be. before ^hc^Prli^ 

Aat. &6. . ; . Every officer coinmanding a regiment or dent, etc. 
corps, may appoint, for his own regiment or corps, cpurts- jJ^i?,"!®" ?"7}" 
martial, to consist of three commissioned officers, for the oe corp«, may 
trial and punishment of ofiences not capital, and decide appoint courts 
, . , r^ .L II IE martial, etc, for 

Upon theur sentences. For the same purpose, all om- oorences not cap- 

oers commanding any of the garrisons, forts, barracks, hal. 
or other places where t|ie troops consist of different maud'g'garri- "*' 
ix>rps, may assemble courts-martial, to consist of three sons, etc., may 
jcotamissioned officers, and decide upon their sentences. JSJJSilj^ctc."'^^*' 

Aet, 67. . . . No garriaonpr regimental court-martial jjo garrison or 
shall have the poWer to try capital cases, or commis- r«gi*neutaicourt- 
sioned officers; neUher shali they inflict Hi fine not ex- ^^J^ tJ^SIJIr 
ceeding one month's pay, nor imprison, nor put to hi^d tal cases, etc. 
labor, any non-commissioned o^cer or soldier, for a 
longer tinie than one month. 

A*T, 68. . . .Whenever it may be/ound convenient and Whenever oon- 
neoessary to the public service, the officers of the marines JSToert * e? 'iSit 
shall be associated with the officers of the land forces, rines shall be a«- 

for the purpose of holding courts-martial and trying of- ?*****^ *1^**^ ^^' 
^ , , , . . , , . , , , ■ ficers of the land 

lenders belongmg to either ; and m such case^^the orders force,for holding 
«f.the seniorofficer of either corps, who maybeipresent, cj^i"^^* martial, 
«pd duly authorized, shall be received and obeyed. 
Art. 69. ^ . . The judge-advocate, or .some person de- The J«dge-Ad- 

.puted by him, or by the general, or officer commanding p?^ecut??n the 
the army, detachment, or garrison, sball prosecute in name of the U. 
the name of the United States, but shall so far consider cSe?"himwl{ 
himself as oounael for the prisoner, after the said priso- counsel for the 
ner shall have made his pjea, as to object to any leading £[***"*' ^ ^"* 

• question to^any of t^ witnesses, oT any question to the ' 
l^ifloner, the answer to which might tend to criminate The Jodge-ad- 
himself; and administer to each member of the court, yocate to admin- 
before Uiey proceed upoa iMiy trial, the following oath, ewi member of 
wbach shall also be t^n by all members of the regi- the ooart, etc. 
mental and garrison coiu'ts-ilaartial. 

** You, A« B., do swear, that you ivill well wod truly Form of.oat|i. 
try and determine, according to evidence, the matter now 

' ,be&re you, between the United States of America, and 
the prisoner to be tried, and that you will duly administer ' 

justice, according to the provisions of ' An act estab- . 
lishipg Rules and Articles for the government of the 
armies of the United Stages,' wi;(hout partiality, £Etvor, 
or affection ; and if any doubt shall ari-^':. ndt explained 
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by Mid Articles, acoording to your comcience, the beet 
of your understanding, and the custom of war in hke 
cases ; and you do further swear that you-will.not divulge 
the sentence of the court until it shall be published by 
the proper authority ; neither will you disclose or flis- 
, cover the vote or opinion of any particular member of 
the. court*martial, unless lequired to give evidence 
tl^ereof, as a witness, by a court of justice, in a due 
course of law. So help you God.'* 

of^he^<f*it*?^ ^^^ *" "****" *" ** *"^ °**** *^'^^ '*"^® *^®®° ■^' 
adraiuiiiter an ministered to the respective members, the president of 
ottth to Jqdge- the court shall administer to the judge-advocate, or per- 
son officiating as such, an oath in the following words: 
Form of Judge- " You, A. B., do swear, that you will not disclose or 
vocate s oath, (jig^over the vote or opinion of any particular member 
of the court-martial, unless required to give evidence 
thereof, as a witness, by a court of justice, indue course 
of law ; nor divulge the sentence of the court to any 
but the proper authority, until it shallvbe duly disclosed 
by the same. So help you God." 
Whenapruon- Art. 70.... When a prisoner, arraigned befinre a 
uacy^etc., ^d$ K^neral court-martial, shidl, from obstinacy and daUbe- 
mute, etc., the rate design, stand mute, or answer foreign to the piir- 
ceeS^to'tml etc! ^^* ^® ^^"^ ^^^ proceed to trial and judgment, as 
' if the prisoner had regularly pleaded not guilty. 
When a mem- Art. 71. . . . When a member shall be challenged by 

!IS'J1S5!1"!?^?* a prisoner, he must state his cause of challenge, of 
by a pruoner, he /. , . ' , „ « , , ... , ^ . 

must state the which the court shall, after due deliberation, determme 
caoee, etc. jjig relevancy, or validity, and decide accordingly ; and ' 

no challenge to more than'one member at a time, shall 
be received by the court. 
Member* to be- ' Art. 72. . . . All the members of a court-martial sre to 
cency ;^aiul the l^^l^&ve with decency and calmness ; and in giving their 
yoonffcet, etc., to votes are to begin with the youngest in conunlssion. 
^^Witaeises to '^^^* 73. . . . All persons who give evidence before a 
be examined on court-martial, are to be examined on oath or a^mation, 
***^' in the following form i ' 

Form of oath " You swear, or affirm (aft the case may be), the evi- 

of a wlUMw. dence you shall give in ihe cause now in hearing shall 

be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the trutli. 

So help you God." 

In caMs not Art. 74. . . . On the trials of cases not capital, before 

pSuuIn ^mr^hi «>"^-™"*i>lt the deposition of witnesses, nof in the 

taken, and read, line or staff of the army, QMy be tiken before some 

eic.,providedthejuatice' of the peace, and read^ in evidence; provided 
proaecutor andl. ^ j a . . u 

accused are pre- the prosectttor and person accused are present at the 
sent, ete, taking the same, or are duly notified thereof. 
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Art. 75. . . . No officer shall be tried out by a general No officer to be 

cdort-martial, nor by officers of an inferior rank, if it g^i court-manM' 

can be avoided. Nor shall any proceedings of trials be etc. 

carried off, excepting between the hours of eight in the cxcept'^betweeu 

morning, and three in the afternoon, excepting in cases eight and three, 

which, in the opinion of the officer appointing 3ie cotirt- ^"®"» **®- 

martial, require immediate example. 

^ A^T. 76. . . . No person whatsoever shiaH use any No person to use 

( 1 "• • • I* menaeinff words 

menacing words, signs or gestures in presence of a or gestures, etc., 

court-martial, or shall cause any disorder or riot, or in presehce of a 

disturb their proceedkigs, on the penalty of being pun- ^'*''""**" .* ***• 

ished, at the discretion of the said court-martial. 

Art. 77. . . .Whenever any officer shall be cljarged with When ah officer 
a crime, he shall be arrested and confined in his barracks, CTime^e is^to be 
quarters, or tent, and deprived of his 8w0rd,by the com- arrested, depriv- 
manding officer. Aiid any officer who shall leave his con- ^^f ***" *^^^^» 
finement before he shall be set atliberty by bis comman- 
ding officer, or by a superior officer', shall be cashiered. 

Art. 78 Non-commissioned officers and sdidiers, NoiiroommiiB'd 

charged with crimes, shall be confined until tried by a SS™ chafed***' 
court-martial, or released by proper authority. with crimes to be 

Art. 79. ; . .No officer or soldier who shall be put in v ^c'Sl'and'sol- 

rest, shall continue in confinement more than eight days, diertf . in airresi 

or until such lime as a court-martial can be assembled. ?*^* ™S°"li.'i!it 
^^ ^, . _ ,. , UL oonfinement 

Art. 80. . . . No officer commanding a gtiard, or pro- overB days, etc. 
vest marshal, shttll refuse to receive or keep any prisoner No.officer corn- 
committed to his charge, by an officer belonging to the etc., to re&e to 
forces of the United States ; provided the officer com- '®<^**^« ^PJ***"* 
mitting shall, at the same time, deliver an account in *'* **' * 
writing, signed by himself, of tl^e crime with which 
the sftid prisoner is charged* 

Art. 81. . . . No officer commanding a guard, or pro- No officer cora- 
vost marshal, 'shall presume to release any person com- SS"*^uf *reieaM 
mitted to his charge, without proper authority for so any'person com- 
doing, nor shall he suffer any person to escape, on the «»««! ^ his 
penalty of being punished fi>r it by the sentence of a 
court-martial. 

Art. 82. ... Every officer or provost marshal, to whose Officers to whom 
charge prisoners ^ shall be committed, shall; within 5"^^*JJj *JJ 
tW(Bnty-fbur hours after such commitment, or as soon as make report, etc. 
he shall be relieved firom his guard, make report in J^»t J^» .^ Jj^^ 



writing, to the commanding officer, of their names, crimes, etc 
their crimes, and the names of die officers who com- ' 
mitted them, on the penalty of being ptmished lor diso- 
bedience or neglect, at the discretion of a court-martial. 
Abt. 83. . . . Any commissioned officer, convicted be* Commiaaioned 
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oftoeneoiifiA«4 hns general eourt-martial of conduct unbecening m 
oondaet^etelldSf <>^^^ and- a gentleman, afaali be diBifiined the eerviJce. 
miased, etc. Art. 84. ... In caaee where a court-martial may think 

a ^*eoor?inftrtial ^^ P'^H^^ ^ aentence a commiaaioned officer to. be aua- 
taspends an olli- peoded from command, they ahali have power alao to 
empowered^ ^ 8oq>eQd hie pay and emolumenteibr the same time, ac- 
•lupend pay, ete. cording to the nature and heinouaneaa of the oflence. 

Whera a com- AftT. 85. ... In all caaea where a commissioned officer 
miatioiied oAoar jg cashiered for cowardice or fraud, it shall be added in ♦ 
eowardica or the sentence, that the crime, name, and place of abode, 
fmod, the crioM, and puniahment of the delinquent, be published in the 
panie, etc.,oftha "^ j u * *u j r *l 

daiiuqaant to ba newipapers, m and abovt the camp, and of the particu- 

pabliilhed in the lar State from which the offender cafne, or where he 
nawspapan, ato. ^^^^ ^^^^^ . ^^^ ^y^^ -^ ^^^ ^ deemed scanda- 
lous for an officer to aeaociate with him. 
Whara tba noiii*> AftT. 86. . . . The commanding officer of any post or 

^t i^Mifto **®^^*»®"^» ^^ ^*^^^^ *^®'® ®*^ "^* ^ ' number of 
ft>rm a Oanaiml officers adequate to form a general courtrinartial, shall* 
TOimiii^inir' S? ^'^ ^*"®* which require the cognizance ci such a court, 
fiear of tha da- report to the commanding officer of the department,, 
taehmant^^atc^p who shall order a court to be assembled at ^e nearest 
commanding of- post or detachment, and the party accused, with necea- 
ttartoiAnt***te*** sary witnesses, to be transported to the place where 
^^^ * the said cojirt shall be apsembled. 

No penon to . A&T. 87*. . , . No person shall be sentenced to anfler 
dJathTbS *y thS ^***^» ^"^ ^V *« concurrence of two-thirds of the mem- 
ooaettirance of bers of a general court-martial, nor except in the cases 
niOTlIarif* ^f***a ^^'^i" expressly mentioned ; nor $hall mar§ than f/ty 
Oaneral ' conrt- lathes be infiieted on any offender^ at the ditcrelion of 
ino?**^tha*^ 'fift ' * court-martial; and no officer, non-commissioned 
lashea to ba in- officer, soldier, or follower of the army, shall be tried 
flicted. g second time, for the same offence. ' 

No panon Ha- AUT. 88. ... No person shall be liable to be tried and 
and panithedbTP^^^B^^^^y * general court-martial for any offence, 
a General oourf which shall appear to have been coqimitted more than 
oS^nea c^iSt^ ^^^ yettrs before, the issuing of the order for such trial, 
ted more than unless the person, by reason of having absented him- 
vS^mf^^^' self, or some other manifest impediment, shalUot have 

been amenable to justice within that period. ^ 
Eraiy officer an- Abt. 89. . . . Every officer authorized to'order a gene- 
tbori«ad to order f jj court-martial, shall have power to pardon or mitigate 
a General court- ., j^,. . i_ 

martial, empow- sny punishment ordered by such court, except the sen-^ 
arad lo pardon or tence of death, or of cashiering an.officer ; which, in the 

- • So Bach of fbflM ralM wad artidM as authoiiiH dw hiflictioa of eorponal pnn- 
idiaMiittftMpii0rlaihfi,wuipeciaU7MpMlfldb]ru!tori«liME7, UlS. Hy 
Ml of td Mitfd^ lia^ tll^ npediiv act inn npaded, w ftr M tt-avpliad toike 
cria* of denrtiol^ which of eooiw, nvi««d tlM pwkbB^ ^ bate far that oC. 
fleaea. (Seo pigo aso^ Noa. S ud 4, of Ibia Apiwiidiz.) 
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c«M8 wbere he has authority (by Article 65) to cory nriteis any pa^ 
th^m into execution, he may soBpend, until the pleasure ^eepv^te. ^^^ 
of the President of the United States' can be known ; 
which suspension^ together with copies of the proceed- 
ings of the court-martial, the said o$der shall immedi- 
ately transmit to the President for His determination. 
And the Colonel or commanding, officer of the regiment ^ J ?^?mcm w 
or garrison, where any regimental or garrison court- garri8on,etc.nmY 
marUal shall be held, may jpardon or mitigate any pun- ^^j^®' **""' 
ishment ordered by such court to be inflicted. ' 

AUT. 90. . . . Every judge-advocate, or person offici- Jndge-edvocates 
ating «s such, at any general court-martial, shall trans- u^'4xpidit?oculy 
mit, with asmuch expedition as the opportunity of time «>. ponibie, the 
and distance of place c^n admit, the original proceedings fn^?an/i!enten- 
and sentence of such court-martial, to the Secretary of ces of General 
War ; which said original proceedings and sentence shaU ^St'S^^ of 
be carefally kept and preserved in' the office of said S^c- War, in wnoM 
retary, to the end that the persons entitled thereto may Sf pJciSrred.***" 
be enabled, upon application to thesaid officei to obtain 
copies thereof. 

The party tried by any general court-martial, shall. The party tried 
^pon demand thereof, made by himself, or by any per- i^rtia? enUtied 
son or persons in his behalf, be entitled to a copy oHhe to a copy of the 
sentence an^ proceedings of such court-martial. ' wntence, etc. 

Art. 91. . . . In cases where the General or command- Where the Gea- 
ing officer may order a court of inquiry to examine into ^ a «>artof ?o- 
the nature of any transaction, accusation, or imputation, qniryi etc., the 
against ^ny officer or soldier, the s^ court shall con- ^^ ^c^ng 
•ist of one or more officers, not exceeding three, and 8, and a Judge- 
a judge-advocate, or other suitable person, as a re- Jj^,^*®' ^jg' *° 
corder, to reduce the proceedings and evidence to wri- 
ting, nil of whom shaU be sworp to the faithfol perform- ^ t • 
ance of their duty. This court shall have the siHoe jf'^o^m the 
power to summon witnesses as a court-martial, and to wme power as 
examine them on oath. But they shall not give their if^^JS^^hnealk 
opinion OIL the meritsof the case, excepting they shall be es, etc., bat are 
thereto especially required. The parties accused shall JJ^^, ^JSliJ 
aUio be permitted to cross-elamine and interrogate the speciaUy require 
witnesses, so as to invest^te fully the circumstances ^ ®^* 
in the question. 

A»T. 92. . . . The proceedings of a oonrt of inquiry proceediii« of 
must be authenticated by the signature of the recorder courts of inquiry 
fuid the president, and delivered to the ooqiinanding of- ^^.^f w^tu^^"^^* 
tor, and the said proceedings may be admitted as evi- ^turesof the're^ 

denoe by a coort-martialf in cases not cuiital, or ex- v>tdtT and pre- 

,. •.«.../. M. /, , , , udent, etc., and 

tending to the dismission of an officer, provided that the nmy be admitted 

orcumstances ars such that oral testimony cannot be M evidence by 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



348 



ARTICLES OF WAR. 



coartt-imrtial in obtained. But as courts of inquiry may bd perverted 
SS/etc^'pfi**^*' ^o dishonorable purposes, and may be considered as 
Tided, etc. engines of destruction to military merit, in the bands 

ry**pnlh^'d" un- ®^ ^^^ »nd envious oonWnandants, they are hereby 
li!M direcied by prohibited, unless directed by the President of the 
the Pre«id'i, etc. United States, or demanded by the accused. 
Judge-advocate, Art. 93. . . . The judgfe-advocate, or recorder, shall 
lir ««3i,*^S*"^ administer to the members the foUowing oath ; 

** You shall well' and truly examine and inquire, ac- 
Form of oath, cording to your evidence, into the matter now before 
you, without partiality, favor, affection, prejudice, or 
hope of reward. So help you God.** 
The president of After which the President shall administer to the 
SfnUtT/Uth.*^' judge-advocate, or recorder, the following oath : 
Form of Judge- " You, A. B., do swear, that you will, according to 
advocate'! oath, your best abilities, accurately and impartially record 
the proceedings of the coUrt, and the evidence to be 
given in the case in hearing. So help you God.'* 
Witneas to taka The witnestes shall take the same oath as witnesses 
the oaih, etc. sworn before a court-miortial. 

When a com- Akt. 94. . . .When any commissioned officer shall die 

mi«»ion»d officer or be kiUed in the service of the United States, the 

jo?'o?thi rM^ Migor of the regiment, or the officer doing the Major's 

ment. etCjimnSe. diity in his absence, or in any post or garrison, the 

«U*5S§elfoc'tMto! "^^"^ officer in command, or the Assistant Military 

makeaninvento- Agent, shall immediatefy secure all his effects or equip- 

it'u»^ewSD5»^''S®» ^^®" ^ ^'•"'P °' quarters, and shall make an in- 

partment, etc. viantory thereof, and forthwith transmit the same to die 

office of the Department of War, to the end that his 

executors of adn^mistrators may receive the same. 

When a non- ^RT. 95. . . .When any non-commissioned officer of 

commissioned of- soldier shall die or be killed in the service of the United 

Sfw, *2tc'°^1the States, the then commanding officer of the troop or 

commandingoffi- company riiall, in the presence of two other commis^ 

cerof troop,cte , gioned officers, take an account of what effects he died 

18 TO i&jce an 

accoant of what possessed of, above his arms and accoutrements, apd 

«ff«<^^^« ^'•"^ transiiiit the same to the office of the Department of 
and transmit it to War, which saifil effects are to be accounted for, and 
Department of p^id xo the representatives of such deceased non-com* 
effects to^be nc- missioned officer or soldier. And in case any of the of- 
counted f^®<^- ficers so authorized to take care of the effects of de- 
auth(»Szed to ^"^ ceased officers and soldiers, should, before they have 
take care of the accounted to their representatives for the same, have 
offi<2r8*andwl- o*^*""^®^ ^ ^®*^^® *® regiment or post, by preferment 
diera, have o6- or Otherwise, they shalH before they be permitted to 
the'regim»t/Sc.* ^"^* *^® Bame^ depbsite in the hands of the commanding 
fliey are to de-officef, or of the Assistaht MiFitary Agent, all the 
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,^Sbcts of such deceased non-commissioned officers and posite the effects 
soldiers, in order that the same may be secured for, and Se^commSSinJ 
paid to, their respective representatives. officer, cic. 

Art. 96. . . . All officers, conductors, gumiers, mat- officers, etc, in 
trosses, drivers, or other persons whatsoever, receiving 2jge^^e2f *?o 
pay or hire in the service of the artillery or corps of Be governed by 
engineers of the United States, shall he governed by ^^« preceding 
the aforesaid Rules and Articles, and shall be subject ' ' - 

. to be tried by coiyts-martial, in like manner with the 
officers, and soldiers of the other troops in the service 
of the United States. of^cen and sol- 

Art. 97. . . .The officers and soldiers of any troops, diem of any tr'ps, 
wheth($r nulitia or oUiers, being mustered and in pay miIitia,or others, 
of the United States, shall at all times and in all places efcl^when acting 
when joined or acting in conjunction with the regular with regalarfor- 
forces of the United States, be governed by these Rules b^l»ewrnl5°and 
and Articles of War, and shall be subject to be tried by articles, subject 
courts-martial, in like manner with the officers and sol- ^^Jia"^. ivo 
diers in the regular forces ; save only that such courts- that th'e courts 
martial shall be composed entirely of militia officers. JJJ U ^mS?Ifi 

Art. 98. . . . All officers serving by commission froijn ficers. 
the authority of any particular State, shall, on all de- 1,^® conSlSS 
tachments, courts martial, or other duty wherein they from the author- 
may be employed in conjunction with the regular forces iy of any partic- 
of the United States, take rank next after all officers employ'd In con- 
of the like grade in ^d regular fi)rces, notwithstanding junction with the. 
the commissions of such militia or State officers may {j^fg ^^ next 
be elder than , the commissions of the officers of the after all officers 
regular forces of the United States. Ihef^SS^for" 

Art. 99. . . . All crimes not capital, and. all disorders ces, etc. 
and neglects which officers and soldiers may be guilty capitol"aS "all 
of, to the prejudice of good order and military disci- disorders, eic^ 
pline, though not mentioned in the foregoing Articles j|'^jj*^**jj°*^iljjjl 
of War, are to be taken cognizance of by a general or ding articles, to 
regimental court-martial, according to the nature and de- ^„^ ^^ b?c" 
gree of the offence, and be- punished at their discretion, martial. 

Art. 100.... The President of the United States ^^«»^«JJjJ^PJ^ 
shall have power to prescribe the uniform of the army. etc. ' 

Art. 101. .. . The foregoing articles are to be read ii^i^ foregoing 
and published once in every six months, to every gaT- articles to be real 
rison, regiment, troop, or company, mustered or. to be JjJ^ in ev^l^ste 
mustered in the service of the United States, and are months, to every 
to be duly observed' and obeyed by all officers and sol- SJJt'rtcf' ^^' 
diers who are, or shall be, in said service. ' 

Sbo. 2. . . . And be U further enacted, That in time of In time of war, 
war all persons, not citizens of or owing allegiance to S^hSJTfoS- 
the Unitf^d States of America, who shall be found lurk- Hcations, or ^ 
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lof ingas spies, in or about, the fortifications or encamp- 
^^^1^^^ J^ments of the armies of the United States, or any of 
them, shall snflfer death, according to the law and usage 
of nations, by sentence of a general court-martial'. 

Tbej^q^ Mid Sbc. 3 And he it further enacted^ That the Rules 

!JJd£^2l^^^}„and Regulations by which the armies of the United 

have bean bare- States have heretofore been governed, and the resolves 

tobThraeeforfll^'^ Congress thereunto annexed, and respecting the 

void, ste., ex- same, ahail henceforth ba void and of no efiect, elcept 

**^ *^ 80 for as may relate to any transactions under them, 

prior to the promulgation of tiiis act, at the several posts 

and garrisons respectively, occupied by any part of the 

army of the United States. 

[Approvkd, April 10, 1806.] 



EXTRACTS FROM ACTS OF CONGRESS. 

1. :. .IT any non^sdmniiasioned ofteer, mntielah, or private, shall desert tKs 
aerviee of the Vailed States, he shaU, in addittoa to the penalties mentioned in 
the Rules and Artieles of War, be liable to serve for and darinir n>ch a period aa 
aha^l, with t&e tine he may have served previoos to his desertion, amottnt to die 
fait term of his cnlistiaent ; and snch soldier shall and may be tried by a conrt- 
raartialt and pimished, although the term of his enlistment may have elapsed 
previous to his being apprehended or tried.— Aet 19tk Mareki 1802, Ste.lS. 

% — No officer or soldier in the army of the United States shall be subject tp 
th6 punishment of death for desertion in time of peace— if ef 29th May^ 1890. 

'3 So m^ttch of the *' act for establishing Roles and Articles for the govern- 
ment of the armies of the United States," aa anthoriaes the infliction of corporeal 
punishment by stripes or lashes, shall be, and the same is hereby, repealed.— Aef 
IflcAJlby, 18lS,S«e.7. 

4 — The seventh section of the act entitled « an aet making further provision 
for the army of the United States," passed on the sixteenth of May, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twelve, shall be, and the same is hereby, repealed, so 
far as it applies to any enlisied soldier Who shall be convicted by a general 
oourt-martial of the eriine of desertioB.— Ace 94 JKsreft, 1993, &e. 7. 

5 — Whenever a general olieer ooflBmandlag aa army, or a Cohmti eom* 
manding a separate department, shaU be the aeeoser or proaecutor of any officer 
in the army of the United States, ander his eommand,the general court-mactial 
for the trial of such officer shall be .appointed by the President of the United 
States— Ael ftM Jifay, 1690, See. 1. 

6. . . . The proceedings and sentence of the said court shall be sent directly to 
the Secretary of War, to be by him laid before the President, for his eoafirma- 
tion or approval, or orders in the casc-^Ael tM Ifay, 1890^ Set. 9. 

7. ... So much of the sixty*ifth articleof the irst seetioa of ** an an fer estab- 
lishing Rules and Articles for the govermneat of the armies of the- United 
States," passed on the tenth of April, eighteen hundred and six, as is repugnant 
hereto, shall be, and the same is hereby, repealed.— Aet 9(kh Afay, 1890, Btc 3. 

8. . . .Whenever a general court-martial shall be ordered, the President ef the 
United States may appoint soasefit peraoo to act aa jndge-advocate>and in cases 
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Where tbe Prandent shall not have made MUth «ptK>iiitin#nt, fhe Brfgttdter-Oen- 
en^ or the preaideitt of the oe«n, mtf tiMdte the Mmt.-^Aet lOlA Jiforeft, tdO&, 
flte.ia • 

9. . . . " That it ahail he the dtctyet the QitaiPtefttattarHr depanrnent, in addition 
to ite present datiee, to reeeive ffomthe Forchaslng department, and diatribnfe 
to the army of the United Statea, all clothing and oa<np and garrinon eqttipa^e 
required for the me of the troope; ^nd it shall be the dntyof the Qaartermaster- 
Oeneral, under the direction of the Secretary of War, to pre8<;ribe and enforce, 
under the provisions, of thii Aei, a systeifiof aetiOiOAtGlbility for all clothing and 
equipage issued to the Army. 

".That every Captain, or eomnndfiaer of a eontptttay,' detachment, or reemithig 
station, Or other officer, wfae rimU have received clothing or eamp equipage for 
the use of his command, or for issue to the troc^, dMl render to the Quarter- 
master-General, at the expiration of each regiilar quarter of the yeair, quarterly 
retn^M of such supplies, according to tke fortts which may be prescribed, ac- 
ecmipanied by the requisite vouchers for any issues that shall have been made ; 
which returns and toqchers, after due examination by the Qflartermaster-Oen- 
eral, shall be transmitted for settlement to the proper office of the Treasury De- 
partment. 

f That it shall be the duty of all oiBeers ehafged with th« issue of clothing, or 
other supplies, carefully to preserve the same from waste or damage ; ahd, in 
ease of ddBciency, on final settlement, of ftny article of supplies, the value thereof 
ahall be charged against the delinquent, and deducted from his monthly pay, 
unless he shall show, to the satisAction of the Secretary of War, by one or more 
depositions setting forth the circumstances of the case, that th^ said deficiency 
was occasioned by unavoidable accident, or Was lost in actual service, without 
any fault on his part ; and, in case of damage, he shall also be subject to charge 
for the damage actually siataihed, unless he shall show, in like manner, to the 
satisfaction of the Secretary of War, that due- care and attention were given 
to the preservation of said mippUes, and that the damage did rtot result from 
neglect." [Appbovjed, 18th May, 1896:] 

ip. . . . ** Thi|t if any person shall sell, exehange, or give, bieirter or dispose of, 
any spirituous liquor or wine to an Indian (in the Indian country), such person 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of five hundred dolMrs ; and if any person shall 
introduce, or attempt to^introchice, any spirituous liquor or wine into the Indian 
country, except such supplies as shall be necessary for the officers of the United 
States and troops of the service, under the direction of the War Department, 
such person shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding threes hundred dollars ; 
and if any superintendent of Indian afiairs, Indian agent, or sub-agent^ or oom- 
ntainding officer of a military post, has reason to suspect, or is informed; that any 
white person or Iiidian is about to introduce) or has introduced, any spirituous 
liquor or wine into the Indian country, in violation of the provisions pf this 
section, it shall be lawful for such soperintendest, Indian agent, or sub-agentj 
or military officer, agreeably to such regulations as may be established by the 
President of the United States, to c^use the boats, stores, packages and places 
of deposite of such person to be searched, and if any such spirituous liquor or 
wine is found, the goods, boats, packages, and peltries of such persons diall be 
seized and delivered to the proper officer, and shall be proceeded against by libel 
in the proper court, and forfeited, one half to tiie use of the informer, and the 
other half to the use of the United States ; and if such person is a trader, h» 
license shall be revoked and his bond put in suit. And it shall moreover be law- 
ful for any person, in tbe service of the United States, or for any Indian, to take 
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and dMtroy any wdMt iplritt or wine found in the Indian eomitry, excepting 
nUitary rappUea ao menUoBad in thk aaetioii."— ilel 9Hh Jwu, 1894, See. 90. 

ll....'<That if anypanon whatavar ahall, within the limits of the'brfiaM 
ODontrx, aet up or continaa any dlatiUarf for mannfaeiaring ardent spirita, he 
•hall forfeit and pay a pelMlty of one thoniand doUan; and it shall be thadntf 
of the anperintendent of Indian affairii Indian agent, or sab^^gent, within the 
Ibnlu of whose agency the same shall be aet op or eontinned, forthwith to d»> 
atroy and break np the same ; and it s^ be lawful to employ the military fofce 
of the United States in exeenUng that duty."— iUt aO(A Jimm, 1631, See. 21. 

19. ... " That the twentieth section of the < act to regnlate trade end intercomrpe 
with the Indian tribes, and to preaenre peace on the frontiers,' approred June 
thirtieth, eighteen handred and thirty-four, be, and the same is hereby so 
amended, that, in addition to the fines thereby imposed, any person vr^ shail ' 
sell, exchange or barter, give, or dispose of, any ^»iritnons liquor or wine to an 
Indian, in the Indian country, or whp shall introdiice, or attempt to introdnee, 
any spuritnous liquor or wine into the Indian country, except such sai^liea as 
may be necesiary for the oflicers of the United fitates and the troops of the se^> 
vice, under the direction of .the War Department, sneh person, on couTicttDii 
thereof, before the proper district court of the United States, shall in the former 
case be subject to imprisonment for a period not exMeding two yeari, and in 
the latter case not exceeding <Mie year, as shall be prescribed by the cooitj ao- 
eording to the extent and criminality of the offence. And in all prosecutions 
arising under this section, and under the twentieth section of the act to jreguiate 
trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on the- fron- 
tiers, approved June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and thirty-four, to which this 
is an amendment, Indians shall be competent witnesses."->ile( 8d Jfareh,^ 1847,,- 
Sec.% 

13 — " That no annnities, or moneys, or goods, shall be paid or distributed 
to the Indians while they are under the influence of any description of intoxica- 
ting liquor ; nor while there are good and sufficient reasons for the officers /or 
agents, whose duty it may be to make such payments or distribution, for be- 
lieving that there is any species of intoxicating liquor within convenient reach ' 
of the Indians ; nor until the chiefs and head men of the tribe shall have ple(%ed 
themselves to use all Uieir ^influence, and to make all proper exertions, to pre- 
vent the introduction and sale of such liquw in their ^untry."— ilct Sd Hartk, 
1847, Sec. si 
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FLEMING 9b TIBBINS' FRENCH DICTIONARY. 



An entiteljr new and complete French and Engiieh and English and French 
pictionary, adapted to the present state .of the two litngnages. By^Prof. 
PLBMIN6, Professor of English in the CoUegjs of Louis le Grand, and Prof. 
TIBBINS, authot of several fexicographical worker with important additions, 
by CHARLES PICOT, Esq., Professor of French in the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, and JUDAH DOBSON, Esq., Member of the American Philosophical 
Society, of the Academy of Natural Sciences, See. he. 1400 pages royal Svo. 
Price, $A. Ditto, abridged, 784 pages ISmo. Price, $1.35. 

This work has been made on the basis of the ROYAL DICTIONARV 
ENGUSH AND FRENCH AND FRENCH AND ENGLISH, compiled from 
the Dictionaries of Jcthinon, Todd, Ash, Webster, and Richat^deon, from the last 
edition of Cbamband, Garner, and J. Descarri^res, the sixth edition of the 
Academy, the Supplement to the Academy, the Grammatical Dictionary of La-^ 
veaux, the Universal Lexicon of Boiste, and the standard technological works in 
either language. It contains, 1st, aill the words in common use, with a copioan 
selection of. terms obsolescent or obsolete, Connected with polite literature ; i^, 
technical terms, or such as are in general use in the arts, manufactures, anil 
seienoes, in naval and military languiige,-^in hiw, trade, and commerce; 3d, 
tern», geographical, &o. &o., with adjectives or epithets elucidating history ; 
ith, a- literal and figured pronnnciation for the use of Americans and Engli^^- 
raen; Sth,!'accurate and discriminating definitions, and, when necessary; wfth 
appropriate.exampfos and illustrations tending to fix as well as display the signi- 
fication, import, rank, and character of each individual word; 6th, peculiar' 
constructions, modes of speech, idioms, &c. &c. ; 7th, synonymy; 8th,' the diffi- 
culties of French Grammar presented and resolved in English, as they oceiir 
throughout the work. 

The American editioa contains complete tables of the verbs oh an entirely 
new plan, to which the verbs throughout the work are referred, by Professor 
PicoT, with the addition, in their respective placea, of a very great number of 
terms in the natural soieneee, chemistry, medicine, See. &c., which are not to be 
found in any other French and English Dictionary, by Jtm^H Dobson, Esq., of 
Philadelphia. 

" It unites the knowledge of the best lexicographers of France and England.** 
— Peur 8. DupcmctaUf PresidaU.o/ihe Ameriean PKilosopkiceU Society. 

" The most comprehensive and satufactory Dicti<mai^ of the French and 
English languages combined.''— JZofriey Dumglison, M. D.,' Pro/es4w in tht 
J$ffersim Medical ,Cp2ieg«, a$id Ssereiarif of the Aauriean Philosophical Society. 

" Indispensably necessary to Btndeutadesirons^of understanding the French of 
the nineteenth eentury.^'— F. A. Brigy^ Proftisfjr of French and Spanish in the 
Philadelphia High School. 

** The Ameriean editor has enriched if with more than fiye thousand ^rds 
not in the French copy."— U«t>. Isaac Leeser. 

"This Dictionary bears enMent marks of ssperiority to any other that har 
ever been introduced into this country."— rAoma^ Shertoin, A. Jtf., Principal qf 
the Boston ffigh School. 

PUBLISHED BY E. H. BUTLER * CO., PHILADELPHIA. 
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WALKERS PRONOUNCINB DICTIONARY. 

A Critical Prononnciiig DictionaiT and Expositor of the Bngluli Language ; to 
whioh is annexed a Key to the Classical Prtmnneiation of Greek, Latin, and 
Seriptare Proper Names, tte. By JOHN WALKER. OcMto— 78S pages. 
Price :— Fine edition, 93.00. Common edition, 91 iK. 

In offering to the public a new edition of Wixxxx's DicnoirAXT, ihe pnb* 
Ushers do not feel it to be necessary to say anything in, reference to the merits 
of the work itself. It is beiieyed to be rqg;Brded yer>' generally, on both sides 
of the Atlantic, as .the best and most convenient standard of the language. f<>r 
the purpose of immediate reference— as that of Richardson is for the parptiee 
of researeh. AIJ that it seems necessary to say is, that the utmost diligence has 
been need to make the edition typographically correet. For this purpose, the 
existing editions, English and American, have been collated, and their mistake* 
carefully corrected, lite errcHV that have been foond, in the course of this 
coHation, are such as almost to stagger belief. These errors appear to have 
been creeping in for the Isst half century, each edition repeating the mistakes 
of its predecessors, and no general recension of the text being made, until much 
of the value of the work, as a standard of the langoage, was lost. It has been 
the aim of the publishers, in the presem edition, by a earefnl revision of pre- 
vious ones, and by a diligent use of the other necessary means, to offer a text 
aa nearly as possible vavltukss. 



NUGENT'S FRENCH AND ENBLISH DICTIONARY. 

A Pocket Dictionary of the tvro Languages. In two parts. 1. French mid 
English— 2. English and French. By THOMAS NUGENT, LL. D. A3i 
pages square 12mo. Price, 63 cents. 

This work contains, besides the words in general use, an ali^betical Ust of 
the most usual Christian^ Proper^ and Gtegrapkieal Names. The present, 
whieh is from the last London edition, has all thenew words inserted in Moutak* 
Kn*B and Lb Clsbc's last edition of the National Fkbhoi Dictionaxt, and a 
comprehensive view of the prmumeiatum and synfox of the Freaeh language. 
By J. OuissAV, A. M. 



LIBRARY OF ENBLISH LITERATURE. 

A Belection from the finest passages of the most distinguished English and 
American Authors, classified and arranged tinder convenient heads. With 
numerous authentic Portraits. S very thick vols. 8vo., 8382 pages. Price, ^. 

This work is truly a library in itself. It is especially ^ited to the wants of 
those who cannot afford to buy many books. They will find in this coUection 
an inexhaustible fund of thought and information, suited to all tastes and all 
seasons. It is a collection of the UKist useful and entertaining portions of the 
works of nearly all the standard authors in the English language. No book ot 
extracts probably was ever made with more care. The pieces are selected 
with reference both to excellence ^f style and oorreetness of sentiment, and are 
carefully classified under the eonvenient heads of Religions, Moral, Didaetie, 
Historical, Narrative, Descriptive, Pathetic, Rhetorical, Dramatic, Sentimental, 
Lyric, Ludicrous, Odes, Sonnets, Riddles, Epigrams, Songs, Ballads, &c. &c. 

PUDLISHED BV E. H. BUTLER & CO., PHILADELPHIA. 
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mCHARDSON'S ENGLISJi DICTIONARY. 



A New Dictionary of the lUiglish I^anjpiage, by CHARLES RICHARD80N. 

» ▼oiiimes quarto^ 22d5 pages. Price, 913. 

RicHAKOsoif'a Enolish Dictionary is acknowledged to be the great Tbe- 
naras of English Philology and Lexicography. Its character as a work of 
standard authority is so lyell established, that few scholars or professional men 
will deem their libraries complete without it. Whatever other dictionaries a 
gentleman may have, he needs that of Richardson, for its ample chronological 
quotations from the older authors. These qtiotations give t<> any one wliofwill 
consult them, the key by which he may ieani fox himself the true meaning and 
history of words, without relying implicitly upon the dictum of a )exic<>gru-. 
pher. To Authors, Teachers, Professors in Collies, Divines, Jurists, Phygi* 
cians ; to gentlemen, in short, of every description, who wish to form or defend 
their dpinious on original rather than second-hand authority, this work seems to 
be one of indispensable necessity. There is ho profession in which important 
questions do not arise, depending for their sQlution upon the precise meaning of 
some particular word. This meaning can be settled only by usage, and usage » 
^to*be ascertained not by the opinions of Johnson, or Walker, or Webster, but 
by copious quotations from the old standard authors. The work of Richardson, 
consisting of over two thousand closely printed and compact pages, filled with 
pcrtiflent extracts from the very fountain-heads of English literature, furnishes 
to the tjioughtful student an immense storehouse of materials for the formation 
of original and independent opinions. 

In addition to this, which is perhaps the most striking feature of the book, the 
New English Dictionary is believed to be the most complete work extant on 
FngHsh' Etymologies. The elaborate preface, setting forth the general pr»ttci; 
plea of comparative philology, shows in the strongest light the learning and 
** considerate diligence" of the author; while, under each word, the careful 
array of its various fonns in the diflferent cognate dialects, gives to the studen^ 
not only an inspiring confidence in the abilities of his guide, but the means of 
original research, hitherto requiring numerous and expensive works of refer- 
ence. In fact, the etymolc^ies and the quotations combined, put it in the power 
of a mere English scholar to investigate for himself many important points, th«» 
(mth of which he has been obliged hitherto to take entirely upon trust. 

*< A Dictionary such as perhaps no other language could ever boeist. V—Lom/on 
Quarterly Review. 

^ A valuable contribation to the accessible stores of English philotog)'."— 
I/orth Ameriean Review. 

^* It embraces every desideratum in an English Dictionary." — Southern Literary 
Messenger. ' 

^ Le plus savant, le plus consciencienx, le plus complet des dictionnaires de 
hi langue Anglaise qui aient paru ju8qaMci."-~Cowner des Stau Unis. 

<< This Dictionary is a mine of wealth in English literature, and shows on 
every page the immense erudition of its author."— JVotioiuW Gazette. 

•♦ The most important work which has ever issued from the American press.'* 
.—Tfationdl InletJigencer. 

PUBLISHED BY E. U. BUTLER & CO., PHILADELPHIA. 
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DONNEGAN'S GREEK LEXICON; 

1422 Paiges, Royal 8to. Price $4. 

A iww Oroek «ad Bnf lisli Lexicon, on the plan of the Greek and Genmn Lex- 
ieoa of Schneider ; thewordi alphabetieailsr antuijfed,-^istingxiishuig such 
ae are Poetical, of Di«lectie variety, or peculiar to certain Writers and ClaMee 
ofWntera; with Examples, h'terally translated, selected from the Clasnoal 
Writers. By JAMES DONNEOAN, M.D., of London: Revised and Ek- 
iarg ed, by ROBERT B. PATTON, Professor of Ancient Languages in tho 
College of New Jersey ; with the assistance of J. ADDISON ALEXANDER, 
p. D., of the Theological Seminary at Princeton. 

denet tk* p tM iiki rt emM 4*ain of iff acuplmbUiutt to seholitrg ge$ufaUf. TSksy 
u»k$ phatun^ AoiMMr, im jnMisking txtreutsfrom m fewy out of namy testimotd- 
als, vfhiek dup kavo nuwtd ftspoeUng tk* meriu of this loork. 



Firom C. C. tkttomj Pnftaoor of Qrtdc 
LUtratmrty Harvard ruMsrstty, Cmm- 
. hridgo, Mau. 

I have, for some time past, been in 
the habit of eonsalting frequently the 
Americas edition of Donnegan*s 
«' Greek and English Lexicon.'* I 
linve no hesitation in saying, that it ii 
a most valuable addition to the means 
nf acquiring a knowledge of the Greek 
inniruage and literature; and that it 
deserves to be extensively adopted 
in the schools and colleges of the 
(United States. Its claims upon the 
confidence of the public are threefold : 
1<^. The admirable Greek and Ger- 
man Lexicon of Schneider, has been 
a«ed as a basis by Dr Donnegan. 
Those who are acquainted with the 
unrivalled excellence of Schneider, 
will consider this fast no smaH recom- 
raendation. . 8d. The English compiler 
is evidently a thorough scholar ; and 
even in his first edition, produced a 
work far superior lo any bifore pub- 
lished in England. 3d. The American 
t-ditor has loug stood among the most 
distinguished men of letters in our 
country; and is well known, in par- 
licular, for his masterly knowledge of 
Greek. He here gives the work n 
Uiorough revision; and, in many re^ 
it a more useAU and 



practical lexicon than it was be^«. 
It has evidently been prepared with 
scrupulous and lalMirious fidelity. 

As (ar as my examination hu gone, 
the typographical execution is very 
correct. I doubt not it will speedil]r 
and generally be adopted ; not only by 
tyros, but by those in mature IMe, 
who are desirous of renewing or re- 
viving the classical studies of youth. 

With great respect, your ob^ient 
servant, C. C. Fxlton. 

Cambridge College. 

K — — — 

JPVom Calvin E. Stowtf Professor at 
Dartmouth College^ N. H. 

Since the publication of the second 
edition of Dr. Donnegan*s work, I 
have had it on my table for occasional 
reference. It Is ^med on the basis of 
Schneider, Mid possesses many of thn 
characteristic excellencies of its origi- 
nal. The labours of Professor Patton, 
in preparing tiie American edition of 
Donnegan,' have ntede it deeidedly su- 
perior to the Engliidi; and it ismf 
earnest hope tho* rhe real merits of thia 
Lexicon, together with the moderaie 
price for which it Is now offered, may 
pnt it into tha hands of every CFraek 
sab<ilar in the United States^ . . 

. . Calvin E. Stows. 

J>wrt»iwuiUi College 



PUBLISHED BY E. tL. BUTLER ft CO., PHILADELPHIA. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



COATES'S SCHm PHYSIOLOGY. 

First Lines of Vhynology: being an Introduction to the Science of Liffe, 

'Written in Popnliir Language; designed fcfr the nse of CotHnion Schools, 
- Academies, and General Readers. By RETNELL' COATESj M. B., Author 

of First Lines of Natural Philosophy. Sixth editioa, rarisedf with an 

Appendix. diO piiges l^mo. Price^ 79 cts. 

.This woric is deslped expntsly for the use of schools, and ha# been carefully 
adapted to the capacities of children, While the matter and style are such as to 
render it at once attractive aiid instructive to youth who are advancing towards 
the conelusion of their studies, even in seminaries of the highest class. 

Technical temu are avoided, as much as possible ; and those which are neres- 
iarily employed, are folly explained in an accurate and simple manner. No 
term is given until the student is imprested with the Want of a word, to exjiress 
'ah idea already received ,* so that the itiemory is not fatigued, at the vei'y com- 
ineneement of the study, with a long list of words, and abstract definitions, 
. wUch he has no means of fixing in his mind by association. 

A text'book on Physiology has been anxiously sought for by the leading 
teachers and professors of our country ; but it has been supposed that, desirable 
as such knowledge must be for those who are charged with the care of the 
young, there is something in the nature of the study, rendering it unfit for intro- 
duction into seminaries for young ladies, "f he error of this opinion is moiit 
dearly shown in the work now offered to, the public. It contains not a word 
tiiat can be regarded as objectionable by the most fastidious delicacy. 
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COATES'S NATOBAL PHILOSOPHY. 

First Lines of Natural Philosophy, divested of mathemntical formulse : being a 
practical and lucid Introduction to the study of the Science ; designed for the 
use of Schools and Academies, and for readers generally, who have not been 
trained to the study of tlTe exact sciences, and for those who wish- to enter 
uuderstandingly upon the study of the exact Msiences. ' By REYNBLL 
COATfiS, M. D., Author of Physiology for Schools.^ Ilhistrated by 364 cuts. 
409 pages ISmo. Price, 75 cents. 

ilKLiKK most works designed for a similar purpoise, this volume is not a com- 
pilatiou merely. The author has evidently considered the capacities and tasten 
q( his audience, matured his plan, and mastered' ftH the liecestefy relations of 
his theme before putting pen to paper ; t^eii, with the whole feubject before 
him, and considering his pupil as utterly ignorant of the first principles of 
nature* he begins as though addressing the extremely yrmng; and, throoghnut 
the entire work, he nowhere oversteps the aWHty of the pifpil. Not a technicnl 
term is used unless fully and clearly explained^ and no previous mathematicxl 
knowledge is demanded of th« student; ahhough the render is drawn, by light 
and easy, but logical and orderly stag^, from the consideration of the simple»t 
accidents of every-day life, to the comprehension oi tomt of the grandest phe- 
. nomena connected with astronomy.' 

It is one of the peculiarities of this writer, that whatever he attempts to 
teflch, he teaches thoroughly ;' and while the appendix of Well-digested ques- 
tions and references, greatly increapes the vaJne of the work to the practical 
preceptor of children acquiring the rtidiments of education, its text will render 
it scarcely less vMuable to the youth abimt coromencfngnhe study of the exact 
sciences, the man of liberal informatiim,-and even the professioiial tenrber. 

PUBUSHED BY B. H. BUTLER tr CO., PHILADELPHIA. 
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PARLEY'S COMMON SCHOOL HISTORY. 

A General Hirtory for High Schools, Young Ladien* Seminarieft, Acedeiniee, 
and Common Schools. With one hundred and fifty Engravings, ilhiBtniiiug 
liisiory and Geography. ^ pages Vkao, Price, 75 cents. 
This work is universally admitted 4o be the most successfal attempt to bring 
general' history within the scope «/ our schools and academies, that has ever 
been made. The importance of having such a work in our seminaries, cannot 
be too highly estimated. Many children have no other means of education than 
those furnished by the public schools If they do not here obtain the elements of 
universal history, they go through Itfe in ignorance of a most impprtaut portion 
of human knowledge. This work is calculated to remove the difficulties which 
have hitherto excluded this study from our schooU. It presents universal his- 
tory in a series of interesting and striking scenes, weaving Xogether an outline 
of chronology,. illustrated by descriptions which, once impressed on the mind, 
will never leave it. One peculiar advantage of the work is, that history is here 
based upon geography,— a point of the utmost importance. The success of the 
work, in actual]/ interesting children in the study of history, hds been practi- 
cally tested and demonstrated. Innumerable instances have occurred, in which 
pupils, before averse to history, have become deeply interested in it, preferring 
it to almost any other subject. • The lessons are so arranged, that the whole 
study may be completed in a winter's schooling. It is deemed particularly 
desirable that a subject so important should be introduced into all our common 
schools ; and, as calculated to aid in such a purpose, the publishers invite the 
attention of all persons interested in education, to. this work. 

" A most interesting and luminous compend of general history, for the 
younger classes of schobirs.'*— Pri/M«er Chvla$id. 
" Decidedly the best elementary general history I haveseen."^M. L JHicrOwf 
*' The best treatise for beginners in history whether juvenile or adult, that 1 
have ever seen."— ^. /. HUdieock. 

" One of the best works of its talented and indefatigable author."— Jlfirs. 

Having exammed Parley's Common School History, I do » sot hesitate to say 
ihnt, in my opinion, it is decidedly the btst elementary general history I have 
seen, and I recommend its use to other teachers. 

A. B. Clkvklxvd, Rmafy Clatsieal Sekooty Baltimort. 
. We concur fully in the recommendation of Mr. Cleveland : 

William Hamilton, Female SemUtar^. 

H. CoLBiTBN, Bedtitnofe ColUg: 
. JoHH Hauvik, Pfineipal qfLadit^* Smnnar^, Paea street. 

RoBSRT 0*Nbtll, Eng. f Math. Academy t tormrofPaea and Ftanhlin atrtets. 

8. B. RiTTXNHOUSs, Principal nfPaea Street InetitMte. 

K. Rbodbs Habnst, Fanalt Clasneal Seminary. 

H. WiNCBBSTKB) FtmoU S«mMar|f, Gagftreet. 

R. M'Lavohliii, Baltimore Htp. 

Jambs F. Gottld, Principal o/B. F. Lyceum* 

Jambs Habsuaw, Classical and English Academgy No. 10A Hanover street, 

Sabcitbl Smith, WilmingUmi Delaware^ October 10, 1838. 

S. M. Gaylby, WilminstoirClaniial Institute. ^ 

^. Pbbtttmah, Principal of W. F. Seminary. 

P. S. Johnson, Academy. 

Calkb Kimbbb, Wilmington Select Semietary. 
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HART'S ENGLISH GRAMNfAR. 



An Kxposition of the Principles and UBages of the English lianguage, Uy 
JOHN S. HART, A. M., Priuciplil of the Philadelphia High School. 103 
pngea 12mo. Price 38 cents. 

In the preparation of this work no special attempt has been made at 
novelty. The author's aim has been chiefly to make a careful and accurate 
digest of Ihose principles of the language which have been remarked by 
previous writer's, and to state those principles with precision and perspicuity. 
At the same time, the work is believed to contain many observation^ that are 
new, and a satisfactory solution of many difficulties not solved in other works 
on the subject. Unusual pains have been taken in preparing the parts intended 
ti) he committed to memory ; viz., the Rules and the Definitions. In respect to 
these, it is believed, the qualities of clearness, brevity^ and accuracy^ have 
been attained in a higher degree than in any work on the subject heretofore 
offered to the public. Special care has been used also to distinguish by the 
typography the parte which are elementary from thoee'whicK are not. By thi» 
means a large amount of matter is brought within a ^all compass, and the 
eliaracter and relative importance of the various parts Of the text are indicated 
elearly to the eye. At the bottom ef each page are questfbns and exercises on 
all the matter contained in that page. This gi^es great facility in hearing large 
classes, as it prevents the necessity of referring back and forth from the 
question to the answer. The questions are so prepared as to facilitate the des-. 
patch ^ lessons to those teachers who hai^e large and numerous classes, and at 
the same time they are of a suggestiif character, suited to the wants of those 
who wish to vary the exercises from time to time. No pains, in short, have 
been spared to make the work, both in regard to the matter and the mechanical 
arrangements, such as seems to be required by the wants of the learner and the 
present advanced state of grammatical knowledge. 

The work has been adopted as a text book by the Controllers of the Publie 
Schools of Philadelphia, by the Ward School Teachers* Association of New 
York, and by a large number of other Schools, public and private. If is 
xecorameiided in ^roag terms by great numbers of superintendents of publie 
schools, and professors and teachers of the highest standing in every part of 
the United States. Araoug those who have thus commended it to public con- 
fidence are the following : 

A. D. Bachs, LL. D., Uue Smperintendent of Pid>li€ Schools of Philadelphia. 
Hon. a. V. Pabsons, leue Superintendent of Common Schools of Pennsylvcmia. 
Jbssb Millsk, Esq., present SuperinUndemt of Common Schools of Pentia. 

D. MooRB, E«>q., Deputy Superintendent of Common Schools of Penna. 
Chaelks B. Tbboo, Esq., Chairman of Com. on Eductaion^ Penna. Legislature. 
Hbnkt YxTHAKfe, LL. D., Professor in the University of Pennsylvania. 

Geo. Emlsm Haub, D.D., JUsistant Professor in the University of Penna. 

E. LooMiSf Esq. Professor in the University of New York. 
Thomas C. Upkam, D.D., Profetsor in Bawdoin College, Maine. 
I). K. OoODWiN, Professor of Belles Lettres in do. 

R. W. Gilbbbt; D.D., President of Nemark Collegty Delaware. 

W. A. NoRTOH, A. M., Professor in the same. 

Ray. Chablss Collins, President of Emory and Henry College, Virginia. 

JosKPH R. Chanslsb, sq., lau Editor of the United States Gazette. 

Crablcs Hodob, D. D., Editor of the Princeton Review. 
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HART'S CONSTITUTION OF THE UNinO STATES. 

A Brief Exposition of the CoMtitation of the United States, in the fonn of 
C^ueetiont end Amwers ; for the nee of Schools end Colleges. By JOHN 8. 
HART, A. M., Principel of the Phil«ielphie High Sehool, and Professor of 
Moral, Mental, and PoUtioal Scienoe, in the same. 100 pages Itaw. Price, 
34 eenU.* * ' 

*' What difficulty is there in a boy*s learning that a representative is chosen 
for two years, while a senator is chosen for six ; that a representative must be 
twenty-five years old, while a senator roust be thirty ; 1o know what body has 
the power to impeach, and what the power to try impeachments ; in shorty to 
understand and recollect nine ont of ten of all the provisions of the eonstitmitm ? 
Is it one whit more dificalt than to comprehend and recolleet the various 
details of geography and history ; to give off-hand the position of Timbnctoo or 
the Tagus, or to know in what year Rome was founded or Caesar slain ? 

" The plan pursued in this little book is in accordance with the views here 
suggested. There has been no attempt to ditfcoss knotty political questions, or 
to speculate upon abstract theories of govemmeul, but 'sim|rfy to present the 
o<)nstitution itself, wiih such queslions and answers as might direct the attention 
of the learner to its plain and obvious meanii^^ Hie coitetitation provides for 
the duties and rights of every-day life, and is written in simple language, almost 
entirely free from technical and professional expressions. -^Is there any reason 
why children capable of learning, and teachers capable of teaching, history and 
geography, might not intelligently study and teach all the material facts and 
provisions of the constitution, as they arc here presented V*-^A«tkor*9 Prefaet. 

" It is a simple, bat an accurate synopsis of the rudiments of the federal 
government '; so well adapted to the apprehension of youth, as to l«ave nothing 
further to be desired, in the shape of a political manual. "-~CAt«/J«Mtte0 Qibsim. 

** In this work the Constitution of the United States is examined and explained 
iu such a manner as to make it plain and intelligible to any yomh whcis capable 
of studying the history of his country.'*— .Jia^ge RomAzll. 

" It ought to be adopted at (mee in every sohml district throughout the United 
States." — North Am/tnemu 

<^ As a work for the iostmetion of the rning genetation, it eamiot he too 
highly commended.*'— iV«aZ*« Qasutu. 



HART'S CLASS BOOK OF PROSE. 

384 Pagea ISino. Price, T5 cei^ta. 

HART'S CLASS BOOK OF POETRY. 

384 Pages 12iDe. Prlc«> 75 cents. 

Consisting of selections from dislinguiriied, English and American authors, from 
Chancet to the present day ; the whole arrnnged in chronological order^ with 
biographical and critical remarks. By JOHN S. HART, A. M., Principal of 
the Philadelphia High School. (Sold separately.) 
*' Better calculated to impart a knowledge of the English language than any 

works of similar design now extant.**— PeM».«yrwmum. 
" Decidedly the best work of the kind that has fallen under (mr notice.**— 

Neal^s Gazette. 
(< I have never seen a book of selections with which I have been so well 

pleased.*^ — Professor -Rhoads. 

PUBI^ISHED BY B. fi BUTLER & CO., FHILABBLPHU. 
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SMITH'S GRAMMAR. 



English Grammar on the Productiye Sj'Btem : a method of inatraetioii reecmly 
adopted in Germany and Switzerland ; designed for Schools abd Academies. 
By ROSWELL C. SMITH, Aathor of Inirodactory Arithmetic, ite. 109 
pages 13mo. Price, 34 cents. 

Ths above wo>k was composed, as is indicated by the title, on what is styled 
in Germany bnd Switzerhind, the * Productive System of Instruction^* It is in 
^hese countries that the subject of Educatitm has been deemed a matter of para* 
mount importance. The art of teaching, particularly, has there been most ably 
and minutely investigated. To give a brief account of the different systems 
which have prevailed there, may not be irrelevant on the present occasion, as 
they assist in forming an opinion of the comparative merits of the ^Produetive 
System,* on which this work is principally based, &o. Ac. Ac. (Vide Preface 
of the work.) 

This work has been befbre the public sevaral Veairs, and its merits have been 
well tested. It is introduced into the public sehooU iu the city and county o,f 
' Philadelphia; also those of Lancamer^ Columbia, Carlisle, and Harrisbnrg, in 
Pennsylvania ; and ia nearly every public school ih the states of MaasaehusettK, 
Connecticut, Vermont, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island ; extensively in the 
aialesuf New York, New Jersey, Maryland. Pelaware, Virginia, ahd all the 
southern states. It is used almost txelutiibetff in the ichooli of Ohio, Ken- 
tucky, and Missouri ; and its circulation in the .t>rivate schools and academies is 
believed to be greater than that of any other work on the subject.- Nfttwith' 
standing the many new works that have emanated from the press, on this sub- 
ject, since its first publication, the demand for it has steadily increased; and it 
now enjoys the, approbation of nearly half the teachers iu th^ United States. 
The publisher has iu his possession hundreds of recommendations, from teach- 
ers, school-directors, aud friends of educatinn in different parla of the country ; 
but the preseiit liiniu will not permit him lo itttrodaoa them hera. 
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SMITH'S INTRODUCTORY ARITHMETIC. 



An Introduction to the Study of Arithmetic, suited to the iM«nt« of begiiuiers. 
By R0SV\'T:LL C. SMITH, Author of English Grammar, &c. 73 pages 
Idmo. Price, to eenla. 

This little volume is characterized by the same clearness and simplicity 
#hich Iteve given to the Graitajkiar and other bobki of this aitthor tuch aa 
oAprecedented popularity. 



CHURCH'S FRENCH SPOKEN. 



A New Sytte* of TeaehiAjg Frinah. By EDWARD CHURCS 303 page* 
small quarto. Price, 91.00. 

PtBUSHED BY E. H. BUTLER & GO., PlilLADEU*fiIA. 
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HURO'S GRAMMATICAL CORRECTOR. 

A Orunn^tical Corrector, or Vocabntary of the Omimon Erroni of Speech : 
hnng a collection of nearly two thoaauid barbarisms, cant phrateov 9o\Uh 
quialitnia, qaaiiit exprewiona, provincial Mma, false pronunciations, per- 
▼crsions, misapplication of terms, and other kindred errors of the Kuglish 
K'inguage, peculiar to the different states of the Union; the whole ex- 
plMined, corrected, and conveniently arranged, for the use of Schools and 
Private Individuals. By 8ETH T. HURD. 134 pages ]2mo. Price, 34 cents. 

Vn^AUsiu in language, are like weeds in a garden ,- they grow apace, and, 
if not cheeked, will eventually choke and destroy the legitimate Vegetation. 
lliird*8 Grammatical Corrector is " happily calculated, not only to cheek and 
correct the prevailing inaceuraeias of eonversatiim and writing, but to prevent, 
IN an eminent degree, the formation of erroneous habits of speech.'* 



FROST'S COMPOSITION. 

F^nsy Exeivises in Composition, designed for the use o£ beginaera. By JOHN 
FROST, LL.D. 190 pages Umo. PricQ) S5 cento. 



VIRGINIA HOUSEWIFE. 



The Virginia Housewife, or Methodiefel Cook; containing nearly five hundred 
Receipts, with plain practical directions for all ordinary household operations, 
under the various heads of Soups, ^eef, Veal, Uimb, Mutton, Pork, Fish, 
Poultry, Sauces, Vegetables, Puddings, Cakes, Creams, Preserves, Pickles, 
Cordials, &e. &c. By Mrs. MARY RANDOLPH. 180 pages 19mo. Price, 
50 ceula. 
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M'CARTNEY'SJINjTEO STATES. 

The Origin and Progress of the United States ; a Series of I^ectures, designed 
to illustrate the character of American Civilization. By WASHINGTON 
M'CARTNBY, Professor of Mathematics in Lafayette College, Easton, Pa* 
404 pages ISmo. Price, $1. 

" The object of this work is to show, from tha iiiatory of this country, in 
what manner the peculiarities of our republic arose. In short, it is a popular 
niirration of the rise and growth of the United States, b^inning with the dis- 
eovery of Atfi^riea, and reaching up to the present time. An admiiable prelimi- 
nary chapter treato of the progressive civilisation of mankind. Altogether, the 
book is a very valuable one."— JVortA Jnuricam 
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ANGEU'S READING BOOKS. 

This is a, series of Spelling and Reading Books, in Six Numbers ; compiled bjf 
OLJVER ANGELL, A. M., PHneipal of the Franklin High Sehool, Providence. 
The nutnbers composing the series may be briefly described as follows : 

Aug^}Vu Reader, No. 1—72 pages 12inn. Price, 8 cents. 

Ths arrangement of the lessons in this book is such, th^it the child commeuces 
reading as soou as he commences putting the letters together into syllables, the 
exercise of spelling and 'reading being simaltaneons. Tlie same syllatiles aad 
words which form the Spelling Lessons, are arranged av Reading Lessons 
directly opposite, or immediately under the spelling cofumus. 

Anseirs Reader, No. 3—136 pages 12mo. Price, 14 cents. 

This is a continuation of the first number, containing Easy Reading Lessons, 
mnst of "which are pleasing stories, designed to interest the mind of the learner, 
and afford instruction. Spelling Lessons, consisting of words frcmi the Reading 
I reasons, precede every Reading Lessdn. 

Angeirt Reader, No. 3-*9Q6 pages 19mo Price, 17 cents. ' 

This is a gfsdJial advance from the second number, having the reading and 
Spelling licssons arranged on the same plan. The Lessons, in each of the num- 
t)er8, are followed by a set .of Question^, to exercise the reader on what he has 
read. 

Angeirs Reader, No. 4—252 pages 12mo. Price, 30 cents. 

Also designed as a Reading and Spelling Book, and containing a variety of 
otjter useful matter. 

Angelica Reader, No. 5— 9ga.page8 12mo. Price, 60 cents. 

A Reading Book for the higher classes in Common Schools, with Spelling 
I wessons and Definitions adapted to each reading section ; with Tables, Mental 
Atitlimetie, Ac. 

AngelPa Reader, No. 6—504 pages 12mo. Price, 75 eents. 

Being a selection of pieces in prose and verse ; designed as a Beading. Book 
for the highest classes in Academies and Schools. 

These six volumes, compiled by OLivra Anokll, comprise a series 
which is undoubtedly more suitable for the purpose for which they are 
designed, than any previous publications; and they are more popular among 
those who have the direction of education than any ever prepareid in thu 
country. There is a decided advantage in possessing sets of elementary bonks 
by the same author, who has pursued a similar plan with each, rising step by 
step, and who, it is presumed, would be better able to preserve the proper gra- 
dation of style and matter, than several individuals would. This will be found 
u> be the caae in the present series. No matter that appears in one, is inserted 
m either of the others ; so that the six compilations may be used in different 
ciaMses in the same school. 
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KENDALL'S URAN06RAPHT. 



Ufuognipby, or a Description of the Starry Heevens: designed for the t»e of 
flehoob Mid Academies; aeeoinpaiited by an Alius of the Heavens, shtrwnng 
the plaees of the principal Stars, Clnsteni, and Nebnlae. By B. OTIS KEN- 
DA liL, Professor of Mathematics and Astronomy in the Central High Schmil 
of Phihidelphia, and Member of the American Philosophical Society. The 
UraiiofT«phy oontains 385 pages 19mo., with nine fine Engravings. The - 
Atlas Is in 4to., and contains eighteen large Maps. Price of the Uranogmphy 
and Atks, 91 JS. 

A OBSAT obstacle to the study of Uranograpfay heretofore has been the diffi- 
culty of transferring to the heavens themselves^ the ideas acquired in studying 
the mape. There was so much in the map that was nor in the heavens, that it 
was extremely difficult f(>r a beginner to conceive the one to be in any respect 
1^ representative of the other. A celestial map or globe, crowded with highly- 
colored pictores of birds, and beasts, and four-footed animals, and creeping 
things, might well look, to the eye of the uninitiated, more like the show-bill «if 
a menagerie than n picture of the starry heavens. In the present work, how- 
ever, while a faint outline of the old constellations is preserved for the sake of 
their historical associations, prmUntmm if given in the maps to thatt which ia 
prominent in the heavens, viz., to the stabs thkmsklvxs. 

This feature of the work is made yet more striking by the introduction n( 
another, of a character attitgether novel. Not only are the objects which are 
not seen in the heavenn, excluded from the ma^, but the heavens themsetvev 
are represented more nearly in their true color. Instead of making, as heretn- 
f4>re, the stars black and the sky white, the groundwork of the map is here the 
deep blue of heavenly space, while the stars are a brilliant, sptttless white. Such 
a r^NTesetitation of the subject seems to be the one least likely to confuse the 
mind of the student, when, from a contemplation of his Celestial Atlas„ he turns 
to contemplate the august scene which it represents. 

**Thb work, with its eighteen maps, is abundidit, in the hands of a competent 
teacher, to create pure pleasuree which shall be renewed and deepened through 
Ufe."-Jlee. J. Todd, D,D, 

*' A capital work for schools and academies.*' — Riehnumd Enquirer. 
*^ No text-book on the subject -has ever been pnblidied at alt equal to fhi» of 
Professor KendalI's.'*~-ir<ucAfna» of tU South. 

" The author has brought to the work a strong love for, which has led to n 
deep knowledge of, the science of which he treats ; and his position as a 
teacher enables him to set forth his instruction in an available form." — United 
Statt» Chizette. 

** We oomrnend this work with wantnlh and confidenee.'*— PA«a<to. Inquirer. 

** It appears to us that this work supplies a desideratum with the schools, nut 
will much facilitate the study of the * wonders of the hetLvew.* "^-Riekmnnd 
Cofnptler. 

" We know of no work of the same nature equal to this in comprehenst veucs$ 
and arrangement."— iVortA jbnerietm. 
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TAYLOR AND HIS GENERALS. 



A Biography of MajorrOeneral Zachast Tatlos ; with Sketches of the Lives 
of Iiaiar43«ieml Wisfislv Sodtt, and of Qtmsnls Wobtb, Wool., aad 
Twioas; sod aa wcount of tiw vmrionis MUitacf Openttiuos in Meauoo, to 
tbe pTMoat tiiii0. lUnstrated bjr Iwvlve Fortrails afid Engrayings. aW pages 
19010. Pries, 9S penis. 
NjetMntkstmOmg wmunut rival ptMimaimsy mo Uu thm Sizrr Thovsakb 

eopitM ^f this wtrk kato€ hum mM, m lAs ftrnf HMM Oat tt Am htm h^or$ tk§ 



MEXICO ANO NEil MILITARY CHIEFTAINS. 

A Bketeh of tha Hiitanr of Msneo, fram the Revohnion of Hidalgo, in 1810, 
to the present time ; eontaioing Sketehes of the Lives of Hisaiao, Itvsbidb, 
Sarta Axha, Gokb Fauas, BirsTAimm, Paisdis, Auiortk, Abisva, 
AcAXAir, AxpUDiA, HxaaxHA, and La Vboa. By FAYETTE ROBINSON. 
Illustrated by nomeroos authentic Portraits and Engravings. 343 pages isimo. 
Price, in paper, 90 cents ; in imlsUn, 80 cents. ' 

No le$s thoH EwBT Thovsahp eopuo qf thU work wtfrt ttOUdfor witkim ttoo 
vnonthsjrom tk$ timt ofit$ publicodom. 



THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

An Account of the Organization of the Army of the United States; with 
Biographies of distinguished Officers of all grades. By FAYETTE ROBIN- 
SON, late an Officer of the Army. EmbeUished with thirty-six Portiaita. 
2 vols. ISmo., 728 pages. Priee, t9.fi0. . 
This woric is embellished with the following Portraits, taken from Dagner» 

reutypes, sketches from life, and other authentic sources : 



Major-OeMfolt, 


Qntow, 


m^ors. 




P. P. Smith, 


RlKGOOLD, 


TAtLOB, 


AXBtrcKU. 


McCall, 


Gaihbs, 




BOOBB, 


WOBTH, 


CoUmott. 


Babbovb; and 


Maoomb, 


TOTTBir, 




Bbown. 


Thatbx, 


Captam Wauebb ; 




HiTGBCOCK, 






Barkhxab, 




JOKBR, 


Ghilds, 


(UaitedfltilHlbTT); 


▼TOOL, 


Cboorak, 




Twioes, 


CBOSS, 




Bbookb, 


. Fbbmdht, 


flbiBTA AmtA, 


Clibch, 


Mat, 


ABISTA, 


KBABnv, 


Patnb, 


Pabxdbs. 


Towsoif, 
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QUARTO BIBLE. 



A iMW and •ptendid edition of the Holy Bible, in large quarto, tnited to be wed 
in Churchee and Familiaa. nu BibU is m larger $ixtd tfpe than an9 other 
primi«a in lA« Unittd Stmttt, U contains, alao, the APocmTPiu. and a Family 
RicoBD, ia embellished vriA a larfe number of line Engravings, colored and 
plain, and is bound in a great yariety of styles. The prices vary according lo 
the kind of binding and embellishment. They are as follows :— $9, i6.fiO, •?, 

te, sio, 915, sie, 990, tas, and tas. 



LEAFLETS OF MEMORY. 

The Leaflets of Memory : an Illuminated Annoal, containing numerous Illumi- 
nations, Engravings and other Embelliidimento in the highest style of aru 
Edited by REYNEJUL COATES, M. D. 306 pages royal 8vo. Price, tS. 



CHRISTMAS BLOSSOMS. 

Christmas Blossoms and New Year's Wreath, a Juvenile Annual. 188 | 
square 19mo. Six highly-finisbed Engravings. Price, 91.50. 



FRIENDSHIP'S OFFERING. 

Friendship's Offering ; a Christmas, New Year, and Birth-day Present. 316 
pages 19mo. Nine fine Ei^avings. Price, i3.S5. 



CHRISTIAN KEEPSAKE. 

The Christian Keepsake and Missionary Annual. 316 pages l!2mo. Nine fine 
Engravings. Price, $3.85. 



Tn above Aminals and Gifl-Books are printed in the finest manner, on 
snow-white paper, and emliellished with splendid Engravings by the must 
celebrated artists, and are bound in the most elegant style. The literary 
contenU are by the first writers in America and Europe. The editois have 
b^pn long known as gentlemen of taste and literary ability. 
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MATHEMATICAL SERIES. 



Toung^a Algebra, 
An Elementary iVeatise on Algebra, 
Theoretical and Practical, for the use 
of Schools and Colleges. By J. R. 
Youiro, Profedbor of Mathematics in 
the Royal College, Belfast. A nel¥ 
American, /rem the last London edi- 
tion. 334 pages 8vo. Price, $1.50. 

II. 
Young^a Geometry, 
The Elements of Geometry', for the use 
of Schools and Colleges. By J. R. 
YoiTNO, author of Elementary Trea- 
tise on Algebra ; with Additions and 
Corrections by M. Fw)Y. A new 
American, from the last London edi- 
tion. 216 pages 8vo. Price, $1.50. 

III. 
Young^a Analytical Geometry, 
The Elements of Analytical Geometry, 
for the use of Schools and Colleges. 
By J. R. Yotrno, author of Algebra 
and Geometry ; with Additions and 
Corrections by John D. Williams. 
A new American, from the last Lon- 
«lon edition. 288 pages 8vo. Price, 
$1.50 

IV, 
Toung^a Trigonometry, . 
The Elements of Plane and Spherical 
Trigonometry, with Logarithmic and 
Trigonometrical Tables, for the use 
of Schools. and Colleges. By J. R. 
YoiTKG, author of Algebra, Geome- 
try, Ac. ; with important Additions 
by T. S. Davucs, F.R.8.E., F.R.A.S., 
Ac: the whole Revised and Cor- 
rected by JoHJt D. Williams. A 
new American, from the last Loudon 
edition. 373 pages 8vo. Price, $1.50. 

V. 
To^ng's Mathematical TaMea» 
Logarithmic and Trigonometrical Ta- 
bles, adapted to the use of Navigation 
and Nautical Astronomy, and Practi- 
cal Mathematics generally. By J. R. 
Yoime, author of Trigonometry, Ac; 
whh Additions and Corrections by 
John D. Williams. A new Ameri- 
can, from the last Londim edition. 
394 pages 8vo. Price, $1.13. 



Toung*a Mechamea, 
The Elements of Mechanics, compre- 
hending Statics and Dynamics, for 
the use of Schools and Colleges. By 
J. R. YouKO, author of Analytical 
Geometry, &c. ; with Additions and 
Corrections by Jomr D. Williams. 
A new American, from the last Lou- 
don edition. 285 pages 8vo. Price, 
$1.50. 

VII. 

M^Cartney'a Caleulua, 
The Principles of the Differential and 
Integral Calculus, and their applica- 
tion to Geometry. By Washinoto?! 
M'Caxtnkt, Professor of Mathema- 
tics in Lafayette College, Easton, Pa. 
340 pages 8vo. Price, $1.50. 

vm. 
L$ioia*a Trigotiometry, 
A Treatise on Phuie and Sphericnl 
Trigonometry, including the Con- 
struction of Tables, Conic Sectious, 
and the principles of Spherical Pro- 
jection. By Enoch Lbwis, of Phi- 
ladelphia. 838 pages. 8vo. Price, 
$1.50. 

IZ. 
Green'a Algebra, 
Gradations in Algebra, with the First 
Principles of Analysis explained /n- 
ducHvelf^ for the use of Primary and 
Common Schools. By Ricbabb W. 
Gxmm, A.M., Teacher of Matheniao 
ties in the Grammar Sehool of the 
University of Pennsylvania. IQSpajreH 
l2mo. Price, 63 cents. Keff to the 
above f for thtnuef Ttatken. Price, 
$1. 

Z. 

KendalVa Walhor^a Geometry, 
Elements of Geometry, with Practical 
Applications, for the use of Schools. 
By T. Walub, late Teacher of 
Mathematics in the Round Hill 
School, at Northampton, Massachu- 
setts; with Additions and Improve- 
mento by E. Otis Kbudall, Professor 
of Mathematics in the Philadelphia 
High School. 133 pages 13mo. Price, 
75 cents. 
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COMSTOCK'S jMSjailiA SACRA. 

Epitome Hittarte fliene, on ui improved plan, in two volames ; the first con- 
taiaiof tke origiiMl test in the English order, with a Ut«ra] interliyiear trans- 
lation; tlM Moond, containinf the original text only, and in the Latin order 
By ANBREW COM8TOGK, U. J>., Attlhpr of Elocotion, ace. 2 vols. V^ao, 
tlOjpf^m* Priea,«l<IO. 

COMSTOCIC'S EiOCUTiON. 

A Sjratem of BloefttioK, wMi ipaaial referenee to Gesture, to. the Treafm«it of 
Sismmering and Defective Artiealation ; eonprising nomerous Diagrams and 
Engraved Figures, illustrative of the snbject. By ANDREW COMSTOGX, 
M. D., Principal of the Vocal and Polyglott OymnasiaiiL 400 pages ISmow 
Price, tl. 

COMSTOCK'S PHOMOIOGY, 

A TreatiM m nionology ; oomprising a perfect Alphabet of the English lian- 
gnage, with Exercises. By ANDREW COMSTOGK, M. D., Author of 
Eloeation, fte. M pages Iftnp. Price, 35 centi. 



COMSTOCK'S PHONETIC READER. 

The Phonetic Reader; consisting of a Selection of Pieces, Classical and Moral, 
in Prose and Verse, in both the OU and the New Alphabet : to which is pre- 
fixed a System of Vocal Gymnastics. By ANDREW COBISTOCK, BC. D., 
Principal of the Vocal and Polyglott Gynmasium. 328 pages tSmo. Price, $1. 

COMSTOCK'S PHONETIC SPEAKER. 

The Phonetic 8peak«r$ ooaaiitiiv of the Principles and Exercises in the 
Author's System of EloeatioB, with additions: the whole printed in the New 
Alphabet only, and illnstrtted with nnmerons Engravings. By ANDREW 
COMSrrOCK, U. D., Principal of the Vocal and Polyglott Gymnasium. 990 
pages ISmo. Price, tl. 

Tn New Alphabet in which thfi above wovte are published, is Comstock's 
Phorstic Alphabbt ov tkx EKatm I«i.iioi;AaB; the only p$^/k(i alphabet 
which has been given to the world. 



"The anthor of thece works has spent twenty years in the stody of the sab- 
Jeets of which they treat, and is probably the best known and the most suceesa- 
fttl practical elocutioaist in the country. He was the first to arrange, in tabular 
and systematic forms, the elements of our langnage ; and most, if not all, of 
the numerous phonological charts which have appeared, are essentially tran- 
scripts from, though not improvements of, this author's works. In their latest 
editions, Comstock's books and charts are, beyond question, unsurpessed by 
anything of their kind which has yet been offered the public."— Jomms Htmy. 
Jr., Ksq.y SuptrimUnietU i^ Ce§imm Schools for th» raimlf o/ArMmcr, iVino York 
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